March 17, 2005

S 627. IMPROVE HEALTH INSURANCE UNDERWRITING (=H 737). TO REQUIRE THAT
ASSOCIATION PREMIUM RATES FOR ACCIDENT AND HEALTH INSURANCE BE
ACTUARIALLY SOUND AND THAT ASSOCIATIONS BE RATED AS A SINGLE GROUP WHEN
THE COVERAGE PROVIDED IS NOT EMPLOYER-BASED, LIMIT AN INDIVIDUAL ACCIDENT
AND HEALTH INSURER'S USE OF AN INDIVIDUAL'S OWN CLAIMS EXPERIENCE TO
DEVELOP THE INDIVIDUAL'S RENEWAL RATE; EXEMPT A SOLE PROPRIETOR FROM THE
FULL-TIME BASIS FOR THIRTY-HOUR WORKWEEK REQUIREMENTS TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR
LARGE GROUP HEALTH COVERAGE LIKE THE PROPRIETOR'S FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES;
CORRECT AN INADVERTENT CROSS-REFERENCE IN ORDER TO REAPPLY NEWBORN
COVERAGE TO A MORE COMPREHENSIVE GROUP OF INSURERS; TECHNICALLY
CORRECT AN OMISSION REGARDING PROVISIONS GOVERNING PREEXISTING
CONDITIONS FOR LIMITED HEALTH, SUPPLEMENTAL HEALTH, AND SPECIFIED DISEASE
POLICIES; DECREASE THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS THAT SERVE ON THE SMALL
EMPLOYER REINSURANCE POOL BOARD FROM NINE TO SIX; ALLOW PERSONS
RETROACTIVELY ENROLLED IN MEDICARE PART B THE SAME SIX-MONTH OPEN
ENROLLMENT PERIOD FOR MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT PLANS AS PERSONS WHO
ENROLLED IN MEDICARE PART B WITHOUT A RETROACTIVE EFFECTIVE DATE OF
COVERAGE; TECHNICALLY CORRECT THE REVOCATION AND SUSPENSION LAW TO
INCLUDE A BENEFICIARY OF A LIFE OR ANNUITY CONTRACT AS A CLAIMANT; AND
AMEND THE UTILIZATION REVIEW LAWS TO CLARIFY THAT SUCH LAWS PLAINLY APPLY
TO INDIVIDUAL INSURANCE COVERAGE AS WELL AS GROUP COVERAGE. Identical to H
737, introduced 3/17/05.

Intro. by Thomas.
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