
April 5, 2007 
H 1372. ORGAN DONATION/THE HEART PREVAILS. Filed 4/5/07. TO ENACT THE REVISED 
UNIFORM ANATOMICAL GIFT ACT; TO PROVIDE THAT THE DECISION TO HAVE THE 
HEART SYMBOL ON ONE'S DRIVERS LICENSE IS LEGALLY SUFFICIENT CONSENT TO 
ORGAN DONATION UNLESS REVOKED BY THE DONOR; TO IMPROVE DONOR OR 
PROSPECTIVE DONOR ONLINE ACCESS TO INDICATE OR REVOKE ORGAN DONATION, 
AND TO MAKE CONFORMING CHANGES TO OTHER AFFECTED GENERAL STATUTES.  

Enacts new Article 16A of GS Chapter 130A establishing the Revised Uniform Anatomical 
Gift Act, which applies to an anatomical gift, and changes to, revocation of, or refusal to make an 
anatomical gift. Allows adults, minors at least 16 years old or emancipated, a donor’s agent, the 
parent of an unemancipated minor, or the donor’s guardian to make an anatomical gift during the 
donor’s life for transplant, therapy, research, or education purposes. Establishes the manner in 
which the anatomical gift may be made, including indicating that the donor has made a gift on the 
donor’s drivers license or identification card. Provides methods by which an anatomical gift may 
be amended or revoked. Also provides methods for refusing to make an anatomical gift, which 
bars another person from making a gift of the individual’s body, except parents of an 
unemancipated minor may revoke the minor’s refusal.  

Provides for when a person may make a gift of decedent’s body or body parts, for who has 
the authority to do so, and for the manner in which the gift may be made, amended, or revoked. 
Allows anatomical gifts to be made to institutions for research or education, to named individuals, 
or to an eye or tissue bank; provides to whom the gift goes in the absence of a named recipient or 
gift purpose. Requires hospitals and other emergency and rescue personnel to search individuals 
for donor information. Establishes the rights and duties of procurement organizations, gift 
recipients, and physicians. Makes purchasing or selling a body part that is to be removed from an 
individual after death for transplantation or therapy and falsifying or obliterating a document 
gifting, amending, or revoking a gift a Class H felony; establishes immunity for specific persons 
and circumstances.  

Provides that the online Organ Donor Registry Internet Site is the state donor registry and 
makes conforming changes to GS 20-43.2. Requires the Division of Motor Vehicles, in 
cooperation with the License to Give Trust Fund Commission, to use available state and federal 
grant-in-aid funds to enhance online access so that donors may update information on their 
license or donor card. Provides that when a prospective donor has a health care directive, 
measures needed to ensure that the organ is suitable for use may not be withheld from the donor 
unless the directive expressly provides to the contrary. Requires cooperation between 
procurement organizations and medical examiners and establishes requirements to facilitate gifts 
from a decedent whose body is under the medical examiner’s jurisdiction; makes conforming 
changes to GS 130A-391 and makes conforming enactment of GS 130A-396. Recodifies GS 
130A-410 through GS 130A-412.2 as GS 130A-412.26 through 130A-412.30 in new Article 16A 
and repeals the remainder of Part 3 (Uniform Anatomical Gift Act) of Article 16 of GS Chapter 
130A. Provides that the act modifies, limits, and supersedes the Electronic Signatures in Global 
and National Commerce Act, with exceptions.  
Intro. by Folwell, Holliman, Clary, Wainwright. GS 20, 130A 
 
May 2, 2007 
H 1372. ORGAN & TISSUE DONATION/THE HEART PREVAILS (NEW). Filed 4/5/07. House 
committee substitute makes the following changes to 1st edition. Enacts provisions in new Part 
3A of Article 16 instead of new Article 16A. Changes the term part to body part in the definition 
section and throughout the bill. Modifies proposed GS 130A-412.20 to require a person to act 
with due care in accordance with the part or with applicable law of another state to be immune in 
civil actions, criminal prosecution, or administrative proceedings. Modifies proposed GS 
130A-412.25 to require medical examiners to release to procurement organizations various 
information for bodies that will come under the medical examiner’s jurisdiction (was, only for 
bodies under the medical examiner’s jurisdiction). Also provides that a medicolegal examination 
also includes physical examination of a donor or prospective donor and allows the medical 
examiner to conduct a medicolegal examination for a donor or prospective donor whose body 



would be under the medical examiner’s jurisdiction upon death (was, whose body is under the 
medical examiner’s jurisdiction). Also requires the medical examiner to consult with the 
procurement organization when the medial examiner believes the recovery of a body part may 
interfere with the collection of evidence, or the description, documentation, or interpretation of 
injuries on the body (was, limited to interference with the postmortem investigation into the 
decedent’s cause or manner of death). Allows the medical examiner to allow or deny the recovery 
after consultation with the procurement organization and removes proposed provisions 
concerning the procurement organization attending the removal procedure, requiring the medical 
examiner or designee denying recovery to include specified information in a record, and for 
requiring the procurement organization to reimburse the medical examiner or designee for 
additional costs. If the medical examiner or designee allows recovery of a body part, the 
procurement organization must provide a record describing the condition of the body part, signed 
by the physician or technician who removed the body part, and any other information and 
observations that assist in the postmortem exam (was, if requested, the procurement organization 
must require the physician or technician who removed the part to provide the medical examiner 
with a record describing the condition of the part, biopsy, a photograph, and any other information 
and observations). Removes amendments to GS 130A-391 (corneal tissue removal) and 
removes proposed new GS 130A-396 (cooperation between medial examiner and organ 
procurement organizations; facilitation of anatomical gift). Makes technical and conforming 
changes to GS 20-43.2. Amends the title to include tissue donation. 
 
June 20, 2007 
H 1372. ORGAN & TISSUE DONATION/THE HEART PREVAILS. Filed 4/5/07. Senate 
committee substitute makes the following changes to 2nd edition. Modifies proposed new GS 
130A-412.7 to provide that anatomical gifts made by use of an authorizing statement or symbol 
imprinted on the donor’s license or identification card may not include a donation of tissue or the 
donor’s body. Clarifies that a donor may make an anatomical gift by any of the listed methods. 
Modifies the catchline for proposed new GS 130A-412.23 to read Effect of anatomical gift on 
advanced directive (was, on health care power of attorney). Makes organizational and stylistic 
changes affecting proposed GS 130A-412.4 and GS 130A-412.23. 
 
July 23, 2007 
H 1372. ORGAN & TISSUE DONATION/THE HEART PREVAILS. Filed 4/5/07. Senate 
committee substitute makes the following changes to 3rd edition. Modifies proposed new GS 
130A-412.4 to amend the definitions of agent and disinterested witness and delete the definition 
of advanced directive. Modifies proposed new GS 130A-412.6 to provide that an anatomical gift 
may be made by an agent of the donor to the extent authorized under a power of attorney for 
health care or other record (was, unless the power of attorney for health care or other record 
prohibits the agent from making the gift). Modifies proposed new GS 130A-412.7 to clarify that a 
donor card must be signed. Modifies proposed new GS 130A-412.18 and GS 130A-412.19 to 
provide that a person convicted of a Class H felony may be fined up to $50,000 for each offense 
(was, is subject to a fine of no more than $50,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both). 
Deletes proposed new GS 130A-412.23 (effect of anatomical gift on advanced directive). 
Requires the NC General Statues Commission to review statutes related to organ donation to 
determine whether the statutes should be amended to be consistent with the Revised Uniform 
Anatomical Gift Act and requires the commission to make its recommendations upon the 
convening of the 2008 legislative session. Makes technical and conforming changes to several 
statutes.  
 
September 4, 2007 
 SL 2007-538 (H 1372). ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION/THE HEART PREVAILS. AN 
ACT TO ENACT THE REVISED UNIFORM ANATOMICAL GIFT ACT; TO PROVIDE THAT THE 
DECISION TO HAVE THE HEART SYMBOL ON ONE'S DRIVERS LICENSE IS LEGALLY 
SUFFICIENT CONSENT TO ORGAN DONATION UNLESS REVOKED BY THE DONOR; TO 



IMPROVE DONOR OR PROSPECTIVE DONOR ONLINE ACCESS TO INDICATE OR REVOKE 
ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION; AND TO MAKE CONFORMING CHANGES TO OTHER 
AFFECTED GENERAL STATUTES. Summarized in Daily Bulletin 4/5/07, 5/2/07, 6/20/07, and 
7/23/07. Enacted August 31, 2007. Effective October 1, 2007. 
 


