
March 14, 2007 
H 784. EXECUTION/CHANGE AGE. Filed 03/14/07. TO AMEND THE FIRST DEGREE 
MURDER STATUTE TO CONFORM WITH THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT RULING 
IN ROPER V. SIMMONS THAT THE EXECUTION OF A DEFENDANT WHO WAS UNDER 
EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE AT THE TIME OF THE MURDER IS UNCONSTITUTIONAL AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE HOUSE INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEE ON CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT.  

To be summarized in tomorrow's Daily Bulletin.  
Intro. by Earle, Glazier, Harrison. GS 14 
 
March 15, 2007 
H 784. EXECUTION/CHANGE AGE. Filed 3/14/07. TO AMEND THE FIRST DEGREE MURDER 
STATUTE TO CONFORM WITH THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT RULING IN ROPER 
V. SIMMONS THAT THE EXECUTION OF A DEFENDANT WHO WAS UNDER EIGHTEEN 
YEARS OF AGE AT THE TIME OF THE MURDER IS UNCONSTITUTIONAL AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE HOUSE INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEE ON CAPITAL 
PUNISHMENT.  

Amends GS 14-17, the statute defining and setting forth the punishment for first degree 
murder, to render only persons who were at least 18 years old at the time of the murder eligible 
for the death penalty. Formerly, persons convicted of first degree murder were death-penalty 
eligible if they were at least 17 years old at the time of the murder or if they committed the murder 
while serving a prison sentence imposed for a prior murder or while on escapee from a prison 
sentence imposed for a prior murder.  
Intro. by Earle, Glazier, Harrison. GS 14 
 
June 18, 2007 
 SL 2007-81 (H 784). EXECUTION/CHANGE AGE. AN ACT TO AMEND THE FIRST 
DEGREE MURDER STATUTE TO CONFORM WITH THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 
RULING IN ROPER V. SIMMONS THAT THE EXECUTION OF A DEFENDANT WHO WAS 
UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE AT THE TIME OF THE MURDER IS 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL AS RECOMMENDED BY THE HOUSE INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEE 
ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. Summarized in Daily Bulletin 3/14/07. Enacted June 14, 2007. 
Effective June 14, 2007. 
 
June 19, 2007 
 SL 2007-81 (H 784). EXECUTION/CHANGE AGE. AN ACT TO AMEND THE FIRST 
DEGREE MURDER STATUTE TO CONFORM WITH THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT 
RULING IN ROPER V. SIMMONS THAT THE EXECUTION OF A DEFENDANT WHO WAS 
UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE AT THE TIME OF THE MURDER IS 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL AS RECOMMENDED BY THE HOUSE INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEE 
ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. Summarized in Daily Bulletin 3/14/07. Enacted June 14, 2007. 
Effective June 14, 2007. 
 


