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*DRS45172-SAa-8* 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 1 

AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO ENABLE THE STATE CRIME LABORATORY 2 

TO MEET LAW ENFORCEMENT DEMANDS AND PROTECT THE PUBLIC. 3 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 4 

SECTION 1.  There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department of 5 

Justice the sum of one million twenty-three thousand six hundred thirty-five dollars 6 

($1,023,635) for the 2015-2016 fiscal year and the sum of one million twenty-three thousand 7 

six hundred thirty-five dollars ($1,023,635) for the 2016-2017 fiscal year to provide a ten 8 

percent (10%) salary increase to all persons employed by the State Crime Laboratory in any of 9 

the following positions: 10 

(1) Forensic Scientist I. 11 

(2) Forensic Scientist II. 12 

(3) Forensic Scientist III. 13 

(4) Forensic Supervisor. 14 

(5) Forensic Manager. 15 

SECTION 2.  There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department of 16 

Justice the sum of one million eight hundred twenty thousand seventy hundred eight-two 17 

dollars ($1,820,782) in nonrecurring funds for the 2015-2016 fiscal year and the sum of seven 18 

hundred sixteen thousand two hundred thirty-four dollars ($716,234) in nonrecurring funds for 19 

the 2016-2017 fiscal year to analyze up to 6,030 pending cases, to address the toxicology 20 

backlog, and to support private laboratory expert testimony costs. 21 

SECTION 3.  There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department of 22 

Justice the sum of five hundred seventy-eight thousand one hundred seventy-seven dollars 23 

($578,177) in nonrecurring funds for the 2016-2017 fiscal year to fund start-up equipment for 24 

the Western Regional Crime Laboratory. 25 

SECTION 4.  There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department of 26 

Justice the sum of two hundred fifty-one thousand one hundred seventeen dollars ($251,117) in 27 

recurring funds for the 2015-2016 fiscal year and the sum of three hundred thirty thousand five 28 

hundred four dollars ($330,504) in recurring funds for the 2016-2017 fiscal year to hire six lab 29 

technicians to complete important but nonscientific tasks to enable forensic scientists to focus 30 

on the testing workload in order to improve turnaround time. 31 

SECTION 5.  There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department of 32 

Justice the sum of two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) in nonrecurring funds for the 33 

2015-2016 fiscal year to contract for private training of new uncertified forensic DNA 34 

scientists in order to allow existing forensic DNA scientists to focus on the testing workload 35 

and improving turnaround time. 36 
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SECTION 6.  This act becomes effective July 1, 2015. 1 


