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Referred to:

A BILL TO BEENTITLED
AN ACT TO DELAY ACTION OF THE MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION IN
RESPONSE TO CERTAIN GRANTED PETITIONS FOR RULE MAKING UNTIL
COMPLETION OF THE ACTIVITIES AND FINAL REPORT OF THE
COLLABORATIVE SHRIMP TRAWL GEAR STUDY AND STAKEHOLDER
PROCESS.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1.(a) The Marine Fisheries Commission shall not propose or adopt any
rules in response to petitions for rule making granted by the Commission at its February 16,
2017, meeting with respect to (i) classification of coastal fishing waters as special secondary
nursery areas, (ii) criteria for the opening of shrimping season, or (iii) shrimp trawling gear
types or usage until all of the following occur:

1) The collaborative shrimp gear study has been completed.

2 The stakeholder group conducting the study has reported its findings and

recommendations to the Commission.

SECTION 1.(b) For purposes of this act, the "collaborative shrimp gear study"
refers to the stakeholder group convened under the Commission's February 2015 amendment to
the State's Shrimp Fishery Management Plan to study shrimp trawl gear in partnership with the
Division of Marine Fisheries and North Carolina Sea Grant.

SECTION 2. This act is effective when it becomes law.
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