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*DRS15306-LU-148* 

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 1 

AN ACT TO ALLOW THE BUNCOMBE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS TO 2 

CREATE A DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TASK FORCE TO COMBAT THE RISING RATE 3 

OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN THE COUNTY AND BETTER SERVE THE NEEDS OF 4 

THE CITIZENS OF BUNCOMBE COUNTY. 5 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 6 

SECTION 1.(a)  The Buncombe County Board of Commissioners (Commissioners) 7 

may, by resolution, create a Domestic Violence Task Force (Task Force) to combat the rising 8 

rate of domestic violence in the county and to address the needs of the residents of Buncombe 9 

County who are victims of domestic violence. The Commissioners shall develop the mission for 10 

the Task Force and consider objectives that address each of the following: 11 

(1) Promote engagement with the community to increase prevention, 12 

intervention, and treatment for individuals and families dealing with domestic 13 

violence. 14 

(2) Provide support to victims of domestic violence by ensuring all victims have 15 

access to counselors, legal resources, and medical care. 16 

(3) Facilitate cooperation between governmental and nongovernmental agencies 17 

to help educate the community about domestic violence and encourage 18 

information sharing between these agencies to increase assistance to victims 19 

of domestic violence. 20 

(4) Collect data on the incidence of domestic violence in the county and the 21 

manner in which agencies, law enforcement, and the courts respond to 22 

domestic violence in the community. 23 

(5) Provide findings, recommendations, and improvements, specific to 24 

Buncombe County, to the North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic 25 

Violence and policy makers, including legislators. 26 

SECTION 1.(b)  The Task Force shall work in conjunction with other governmental 27 

and nongovernmental agencies located within Buncombe County, including law enforcement 28 

agencies, to share only the information necessary to meet the objectives described in subsection 29 

(a) of this section. The Commissioners shall determine the criteria for membership on the Task 30 

Force and select and manage the composition of the Task Force; provided that a Task Force 31 

member may review and have access to records in a domestic violence fatality case only if: 32 

(1) A district attorney has given written approval for access due to the completion 33 

of the investigation or court proceedings; or 34 
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(2) A district attorney has given written approval for access, stating that access 1 

by the Task Force will not have any negative or adverse effects on the 2 

investigation or completion of a pending case. 3 

SECTION 2.  The Commissioners shall establish reporting requirements for the Task 4 

Force created under Section 1 of this act. Any reports issued pursuant to this act shall not identify 5 

the specific case or case reviews that led to the Task Force's findings and recommendations. 6 

SECTION 3.  This act applies to Buncombe County only. 7 

SECTION 4.  This act is effective when it becomes law. 8 


