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Sponsors: Representative Ager.

Referred to:

A BILL TOBE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO STUDY THE IMPACT OF HARVESTING OF WILD GINSENG AND OTHER
NATIVE PLANTS ON NATURAL POPULATIONS AND IDENTIFY THREATS POSED
BY UNREGULATED OVERHARVESTING.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. The Natural Heritage Program of the Department of Natural and
Cultural Resources shall study present and historical extent and density of wild populations of
native ginseng (Panax quinquefolium) and population trends over time in order to determine the
extent to which overharvesting of ginseng is threatening the future of the resource. The Natural
Heritage Program shall report the results of its study, as well as any recommendations for
additional protections needed to limit overharvesting and remove or inhibit economic motives
for the illegal poaching of ginseng, to the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Agriculture
and Natural and Economic Resources and the Fiscal Research Division no later than December
1, 2021. As part of its report, the Natural Heritage Program may identify other native plants
threatened by overharvest or poaching and protections needed to limit or eliminate overharvest
and poaching of those species, based on existing surveys and research performed by the Natural
Heritage Program.

SECTION 2. The sum of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) in nonrecurring funds for
the 2019-2020 fiscal year is appropriated to the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources
to be allocated to the Natural Heritage Program to carry out the study required by this act.

SECTION 3. This act becomes effective July 1, 2019.
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