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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

AMENDMENT
House Bill 823
AMENDMENT No. A
(to be filled in by
H823-AMTa-48 [v.3] Principal Clerk)
Page 1 of 8
Amends Title [YES] Date 2024

Fifth Edition

Senator (zarrett

moves to amend the bill on page 1, line 4, by inserting the following immediately before the
period:

"AND TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES FOR
OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIPS AND THE PERSONAL EDUCATION STUDENT
ACCOUNTS FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES PROGRAM.";

and on page 3, lines 7-8, by inserting the following between the lines:

"PART III. CHANGES AND ADDITIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES FOR
OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIPS

SECTION 3.(a) Subsection (b) of G.S. 115C-562.2 is reenacted.

SECTION 3.(b) G.S. 115C-562.2, as amended by Section 8A.6(c) of S.L. 2023-134
and subsection (a) of this section, reads as rewritten:
"§ 115C-562.2. Scholarship grants.

(a) The Authority shall make available no later than February 1 annually applications to
eligible students for the award of scholarship grants to attend any nonpublic school on a full- or
part-time basis. Information about scholarship grants and the application process shall be made
available on the Authority's Web-site—website. Beginning March 15, the Authority shall begin

awarding scholarsh1p grants to students who have apphed by Ma%eh—l—m—the—fel—}%%g_e’féer—

@ _.
5
4
<)

(b) Scholarship grants awarded to eligible students residing in households with an income
level not in excess of the amount required for the student to qualify for the federal free or
reduced-price lunch program shall be, per year per eligible student, in an amount of up to ninety
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percent (90%) as a full-time student or up to forty-five percent (45%) as a part-time student of
the average State per pupil allocation for average daily membership in the prior fiscal year.
Scholarship grants awarded to eligible students residing in households with an income level in
excess of the amount required for the student to qualify for the federal free or reduced-price lunch
program shall be for amounts of not more than ninety percent (90%) of the required tuition and
fees as a full-time student or forty-five percent (45%) of the required tuition and fees as a
part-time student for the nonpublic school the eligible child will attend. Tuition and fees for a
nonpublic school may include tuition and fees for books, transportation, equipment, or other
items required by the nonpublic school. No scholarship grant shall exceed, per year per eligible
student, an amount equal to ninety percent (90%) for a full-time student or forty-five percent
(45%) for a part-time student of the average State per pupil allocation for average daily
membership in the prior fiscal year, and no scholarship grant shall exceed the required tuition
and fees for the nonpublic school the eligible student will attend.
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(b5) In addition to the amount of the scholarship grant, for any student receiving a
scholarship grant in grades three, eight, or 11, the Authority shall provide to the nonpublic school
an amount equal to the cost of the nationally standardized test required to be administered as
provided in G.S. 115C-562.5.

SECTION 3.(¢) G.S. 115C-562.5, as amended by Sections 7.80, 8A.6, 8A.12, and
8A.16 of S.L. 2023-134, reads as rewritten:
"§ 115C-562.5. Obligations of nonpublic schools accepting eligible students receiving
scholarship grants.
() A nonpublic school that accepts eligible students receiving scholarship grants shall
comply with the following:

(1)

)

€)

)

Provide-Annually provide to the Authority documentation for required tuition
and fees charged to the student by the nonpublic school._A nonpublic school
that accepts eligible students receiving scholarship grants shall not increase
tuition in a given vear by more than the change in the Consumer Price Index,
as calculated and reported by the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics, that is
reported in the calendar year in which the tuition increase would occur.
Provide to the Authority a criminal background check conducted for the staff
member with the highest decision-making authority, as defined by the bylaws,
articles of incorporation, or other governing document. Information provided
to the Authority in accordance with this subdivision is privileged information -
and is not a public record but is for the exclusive use of the Authority.
Provide to the parent or guardian of an eligible student, whose tuition and fees
are paid in whole or in part with a scholarship grant, an annual written
explanation of the student's progress, including the student's scores on
standardized achievement tests.
\rminister, _at ] : b school 3 ovided_in_thi

ivision-Administer each school year all tests required by the State Board

of Education pursuant to G.S. 115C-174.11(c) for students in grades three and

higher in a local school administrative unit. Test performance data for students
shall be submitted to the Authority by July 15 of each year. The nonpublic
school shall retain this data for five years, and the Authority may audit the
nonpublic school to ensure compliance with the retention requirement. Test
performance data reported to the Authority or collected by the Authority under
this subdivision is not a public record under Chapter 132 of the General
Statutes:Statutes, to the extent the data contains personally identifiable
information. Tests shall be administered to all eligible students enrolled in
grades three and higher whose tuition and fees are paid in whole or in part
with a scholarship grant-asfelews:
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