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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 1 

AN ACT TO DIRECT THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION TO STUDY HOW 2 

LOCAL SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS CAN ALLOW STUDENTS TO ATTEND 3 

ANY SCHOOL WITHIN THE LOCAL SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT IN WHICH 4 

THE STUDENT IS DOMICILED. 5 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 6 

SECTION 1.  The Department of Public Instruction (Department) shall study how 7 

local school administrative units can allow students to attend any school within the local school 8 

administrative unit in which the student is domiciled, other than the assigned base school. The 9 

study shall include, at a minimum, the following: 10 

(1) A review of existing voluntary open enrollment and freedom of choice plans. 11 

(2) Considerations for implementing mandatory open enrollment plans, 12 

including: 13 

a. The number of enrollment periods a mandatory open enrollment plan 14 

should have in a year. 15 

b. Types of application processes for mandatory open enrollment plans. 16 

c. How school capacity issues should be addressed and communicated to 17 

parents, including waitlist options. 18 

d. Transportation options for students when they choose a school other 19 

than their assigned base school. 20 

e. Reasons that would let a local school administrative unit deny a 21 

request under a mandatory open enrollment plan. 22 

f. Any appeals processes that would be available for denials of requests 23 

of school assignment under a mandatory open enrollment plan. 24 

(3) Any other information deemed relevant by the Department. 25 

SECTION 2.  The Department shall report its findings, including any recommended 26 

legislation, to the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee, by April 15, 2026. 27 

SECTION 3.  This act is effective when it becomes law. 28 


