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Purpose of NC IOLTA

The North Carolina State Bar and the North Carolina Supreme Court 

established NC IOLTA in 1983 to generate income from lawyers’ 

general trust accounts in order to fund civil legal services and other 

programs for the public’s benefit.

https://nciolta.org/about-nc-iolta/



By rule (27 NCAC 1D.1301) IOLTA funds can 
be used for
(1) providing civil legal services for indigents;

(2) enhancement and improvement of grievance and disciplinary 
procedures to protect the public more fully from incompetent or 
unethical attorneys;

(3) development and maintenance of a fund for student loans to 
enable meritorious persons to obtain a legal education who would 
not otherwise have adequate funds for this purpose;

(4) such other programs designed to improve the administration of 
justice as may from time to time be proposed by the board and 
approved by the Supreme Court of North Carolina.



The 2020–2022 NC real estate boom led to 
higher balances in trust accounts
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Interest rates since 2023 have been 
4x higher than prior years



IOLTA grant funding is more than 6x higher
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The number of grant recipients is 3x higher
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Recipients
12 in 2016
$1.6 million

2016
Legal Aid of North Carolina
North Carolina Justice Center
Pisgah Legal Services
Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy
Disability Rights North Carolina
Council for Children's Rights 
NC Legal Education Assistance Foundation
North Carolina Prisoner Legal Services
Children's Law Center of Central North Carolina
Mediation Network of North Carolina
NC Center on Actual Innocence



Recipients
14 in 2020
$3 million

2020
Legal Aid of North Carolina
North Carolina Justice Center
Pisgah Legal Services
Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy
Disability Rights North Carolina
Council for Children's Rights 
NC Legal Education Assistance Foundation
North Carolina Prisoner Legal Services
Children's Law Center of Central North Carolina
Mediation Network of North Carolina
NC Center on Actual Innocence
Land Loss Prevention Project
NC Equal Access to Justice Foundation
Financial Protection Law Center



Recipients
42 in 2025
$12 million

2025
Legal Aid of North Carolina
North Carolina Justice Center
Pisgah Legal Services
Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy
Disability Rights North Carolina
Council for Children's Rights 
NC Legal Education Assistance Foundation
North Carolina Prisoner Legal Services
Children's Law Center of Central North Carolina
Mediation Network of North Carolina
NC Center on Actual Innocence
Land Loss Prevention Project
NC Equal Access to Justice Foundation
Financial Protection Law Center
Capital Area Immigrants' Rights Coalition
International House of Metrolina
JusticeMatters
Inner Banks Legal Services
World Relief Corporation of National Association of Evangelicals
Indigent Defense Services
NC Equal Justice Alliance
Bolch Judicial Institute at Duke Law 
NC Bar Foundation
North Carolina Dispute Resolution Commission
Safe Alliance
Religious Coalition for a Nonviolent Durham
Carolina Migrant Network
NCCU Law School/Internship Program
Emancipate NC
UNC-CH Law School/Internship Program
Wake Forest Law School/Internship Program
Campbell Law School/Internship Program
US Committee for Immigrants and Refugees
National Health Law Program
Dispute Settlement Center of Durham
Church World Services, Greensboro
Elon School of Law/Internship Program
NC Mock Trial Program
Duke Law School/Internship Program
Incubator for Legal Practice and Innovation
UNC School of Government - Criminal Justice Innovation Lab



Six organizations have received more than 
$1,000,000 in the past ten years (2016-2025)

Legal Aid of North Carolina $22,066,243 

North Carolina Justice Center $6,870,411

Pisgah Legal Services $4,517,810 

Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy $3,182,310 

Disability Rights North Carolina $1,927,230 

NC Equal Access to Justice Commission $1,003,000



Grants are a growing share of 
recipients’ revenue
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Some grants have been more than 
25% of the recipient’s total revenue

Year Total Revenue Grant % of  Total

NC Legal Education Assistance Fdn 2021 $141,967 $51,000 36%

Court Watch of North Carolina 2022 $56,473 $15,000 27%

Financial Protection Law Center 2022 $233,442 $86,400 37%

Financial Protection Law Center 2023 $370,385 $106,700 29%

Inner Banks Legal Services 2023 $358,623 $250,000 70%

15 other grants were 10% or more of the recipient’s total revenue



Janice M. Cole (D)
Charles E. Burgin (U)
John McMillan (D)

E. Fitzgerald Parnell (D)
Edward C. Winslow III (D)

Sidney S. Eagles Jr. (D)
Elizabeth L. Quick (U)

Joseph A. Smith Jr. (D)
Kerry A. Friedman(D)

Steven D. Michael (U)
Jane V. Harper (D)

Maria Missé (D)
Anita Brown-Graham (U)

Robert A. Wicker 
Shelby Duffy Benton (D)

Heather W. Culp (D)
Judge John Arrowood (D)

John Keane (R)
Theodore Edwards II (D)
Sharika Shropshrie (D)

Jacob Smith (R)
Alexander Dale (R)

Cole Phelps (D)
Anna Hamrick (D)

Thomas Nelson (U)
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Board members since 2016
17 Democrat
5 Unaffiliated
3 Republican

NC IOLTA Board of Advisors



Examples



Amica



Carolina Migrant Network



Carolina Migrant Network



Carolina Migrant Network



Children’s Law Center



Emancipate NC



Emancipate NC



National Health Law Program

Our equity 
vision is one 
of collective 
liberation… 



National Health Law Program

There is nothing more rewarding than

collective action 
to right the wrongs of the past 
and create a better tomorrow.



NC Bar Foundation

…signals our collective 
commitment to diversity, 

equity, and inclusion…



A Legislative Tool for Stigmatizing Non-White Schools
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NC Justice Center



UNC School of Law 

Externships



Organizations that did not receive funding

• Family Justice Centers in nine counties

• Institute for Justice—representing NC Justice for All Project, which 
could reduce cost of legal services for all

• Pacific Legal Foundation—pro bono legal services 

https://ij.org/press-release/north-carolina-nonprofit-and-paralegals-sue-state-over-first-amendment-right-to-give-legal-advice-on-court-created-forms/

