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PROBLEMS IN THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

« JUDICIAL SENTENCES LOSING MEANING

e FELONS SERVING ONLY A FRACTION OF
SENTENCE

« MISDEMEANORS SPINNING THROUGH SYSTEM
e PROBATION VIOLATIONS ESCALATING

e OFFENDERS REFUSING ALTERNATIVES TO
PRISON

« PUBLIC CONFIDENCE ERODING



PERCENT OF SENTENCE SERVED
FOR FELONS
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GOALS OF REFORM

SET PRIORITIES FOR PRISON SPACE
RESTORE TRUTH IN SENTENCING

PROVIDE UNDERLYING RATIONALE FOR
SENTENCING

ENHANCE CONSISTENCY IN SENTENCING
ENHANCE CERTAINTY IN SENTENCING
MAKE EFFICIENT USE OF RESOURCES

BALANCE SENTENCING POLICIES WITH
RESOURCES



OFFENSE CLASS

FELONY PUNISHMENT CHART
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DISTRIBUTION OF FELONS

BY OFFENSE CLASS
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SOURCE: NC Sentencing and Policy Advisory Commission, FY 2003/04 Felony Statistical Report Data



FELONY CONVICTIONS BY PRIOR
RECORD LEVEL
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DISTRIBUTION OF CONVICTIONS
WITHIN THE FELONY

STRUCTURED SENTENCING GRID
FY 2003/04 FELONIES

Prior Record Level
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TYPES OF PUNISHMENTS UNDER
STRUCTURED SENTENCING

COMMUNITY INTERMEDIATE ACTIVE

= Unsupervised Probation = |ntensive Supervision = Prison
Probation
= Fines = Jail
= Electronic House
= Day Fines Arrest

Treatment Alternativesto = Day Reporting Center
Street Crime (TASC)
» Residential Facility

Outpatient Substance
Abuse and Mental Health = Boot Camp
Treatment

= Split Sentence/Special
= Victim Restitution Probation

= Community Service
Work

= Regular Supervised
Probation



FELONY PUNISHMENT CHART
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* Numbers shown are in months and represent the range of minimum sentences.



Average Percent of Sentence Served
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Average Months Served In Prison
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TYPE OF PUNISHMENT IMPOSED

FOR FELONS
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NC Crime Trends

Index Crime Rate
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NC Crime Trends

Violent Crime Rate
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THE N.C. CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM TODAY

TRUTH IN SENTENCING RESTORED
ANNUAL PROJECTIONS TO HELP PLAN PRISON CAPACITY

NO PAROLE FOR OFFENDERS SENTENCED UNDER
STRUCTURED SENTENCING

PRISON CAP REPEALED

VIOLENT OFFENDERS SERVING LONGER SENTENCES
TOUGHER COMMUNITY PUNISHMENTS
PUNISHMENT MORE CERTAIN AND CONSISTENT

SENTENCING POLICY FORMULATED IN CONSIDERATION
OF CORRECTIONAL RESOURCES



NC Prison Population and Capacity
Updated January 2005
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Note: Prison capacity figures reflect Expanded Operating Capacity.
SOURCE: NC Sentencing and Policy Advisory Commission and NC Department of Correction




ADVANTAGES OF
STRUCTURED SENTENCING

PROMOTES TRUTH IN SENTENCING
SETS PRIORITIES
ALLOWS EFFICIENT USE OF RESOURCES

ENHANCES CONSISTENCY AND CERTAINTY IN
SENTENCING

PROVIDES UNDERLYING RATIONALE FOR
SENTENCING

BALANCES POLICY WITH RESOURCES
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