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ABOUT THE NC
COLLABORATORY

Established in 2016 by the North Carolina General
Assembly, the Collaboratory supports cross-
sector research partnerships that seek to
transform academic research into evidence-
based solutions for environmental, health, and
societal challenges faced by people in North
Carolina.

Codified as Article 31A of NCGS 116-255 and -256
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HB 307 RESEARCH STUDY MANDA'ITE

SECTION 4.The North Carolina Collaboratory (NC Collaboratory)
shall study the following:

(1) The intersection of mental health in the justice system for both adults and
juveniles in North Carolina, including initial response, mental health
evaluation, inpatient and outpatient involuntary commitment, incarceration,
post-release monitoring and treatment, and any other items the
Collaboratory deems relevant.

(2) The availability of house arrest as a condition of pretrial release in each
county or judicial district.

(3) Methods of execution other than those currently authorized by State law.



NC CO LLABO RATORY
RESPO NSIBILITIESFORHB 307

e Serve as broker between research teams and House Select Committee on
Involuntary Commitment and Public Safety Chairs and legislative staff

* Meet with researchers and State agency staff to identify research priorities,
research teams, and collaborators

« Solicit and fund research proposals aligned to legislative and State agency
priorities

* Advise, monitor, and support research studies

« Facilitate acquisition of necessary data sets

« Share relevant and timely results and recommendations from funded studies with
State and local policymakers



INITHALENGAGEMENT

Stakeholders engaged so far:
 NCGA Members and Staff
* Researchers
o UNC Schoolof Government, Criminal Justice Innovation Lab
o Wilson Center for Science and Justice at Duke Law
o Nationallegaland mentalhealth policy experts (e.g., Manhattan Institute, Arnold Ventures)
 State Agencies
o Department of Health and Human Services
o Department of Adult Corrections
o Department of Public Safety

Stakeholders to engage in coming weeks:

* NC Admmistrative Office of the Courts

* NC Department of Justice

 NC Sheriffs' Association

* Localpolicymakers and agencies (e.g.,county commissioners, localhealth and public safety
departments, community services providers)

* Addrttionalresearchers (e.g.,medicalresearchers, attorneys)

* Mentalhealth service providers (e.g., Wake Med Behavioral Health Network)



PRELIMINARY RESEARCH
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DRAFTRESFARCH Q UESTIO NS

1. What are the current policies and practices in North Carolina at the intersection of the crimimal
justice and mentalhealth systems for people with severe mentalilness (G.S. 122C-3), both adults

and juveniles?

2. What models or policy reforms from the evidence base or other states could be adapted for the
North Carolina context?

3. What are the current met and unmet needs m the systems that serve mdividuals m the criminal
justice system with severe mentalilness (e.g., staffing, traming, facilities, funding, licensure,

lhability, data)?

4. What existing pilot mitiatives m North Carolina related to severe mentalillness could be
rigorously evaluated to generate future evidence and mform policy statewide?

5. What are the potentialimpacts of the changes enacted m HB307 and how can State and local
agencies plan for mplementation?




ANTICIPATED STUDY PARAMEIERS

« Research Teams:Principal Investigators must be from NC institutions of higher education,
with opportunities for consultants inside or outside NC

« Funding: up to $1M from previously appropriated funds to NC Collaboratory for Iryna's Law
study mandates
* Timeline:
v' Project start date:January 1,2026
v' Preliminary report due: April ,2026
v Research update briefdue:November 1,2026
v' Finalreport &policy recommendations due:March 1,2027
v' Potential for supplementalresearch

 Anticipated research activities:
v'  Reviewing and summarizing current literature
Identifying and analyzing existing data
Collecting new data (quahtative and quantitative)
Engaging with and convening state and localstakeholders

Designing evaluations of existing pilot programs/mitiatives
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Developing policy briefs and summarizing research for legislators
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