








































































































































































TRADITION OF INNOVATION
2012 AdvantageWest Annual Report



AdvantageWest shall promote and advocate the creation of 
improved economic opportunity in our region while encouraging

stewardship of the culture, heritage and natural resources 
of Western North Carolina.

Since 1994, AdvantageWest has been a model for innovative regional economic 
development. The 2012 annual report celebrates our Tradition of Innovation in the

areas of Advanced Manufacturing, Entrepreneurship, Film, Green Economy, Food and
Natural Products. We share these rich and diverse accomplishments with you and 

invite you to help us continue developing new and sustainable economic 
opportunities across our 23-county region. 
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Tradition Of Innovation
A Letter from our Chairman

For almost 20 years, AdvantageWest has worked to build a tradition of innovation in economic 
development throughout Western North Carolina. We believe that by encouraging and supporting
fresh opportunities, breakthrough ideas and new initiatives in the areas of advanced manufacturing,
entrepreneurship, food, natural products, green economy and film, we can create positive and sustainable
growth for our region. 

Our collaborative efforts with countless partners and individuals since 1994 has produced incredible
results. In 2012, 2,764 new jobs were created in WNC and more than $412 million in investment was
announced in the AdvantageWest region. It was also another record-breaking year for the North 
Carolina film industry – thanks in large part to “The Hunger Games,” which grossed more than 
$686 million worldwide. With manufacturing on the rise in the south, our region is attracting new 
companies like Linamar and enjoying $40 million expansions from manufacturers like Horsehead 
Corporation.

I am proud to say that on a per capita basis we have the highest concentration of clean energy 
companies in the state, and AdvantageWest is playing a part in that achievement. In 2012, we helped
secure funding for a pilot project to create an innovative model for producing biodiesel. If successful,
the project will reduce our region’s dependence on imported fuels and help achieve North Carolina’s
clean energy goals.

As Chairman of the Board, I want to recognize my fellow board members, partners and supporters for
their continued commitment. I am thankful to Scott Hamilton, AdvantageWest’s President and CEO,
and his dedicated staff for their enthusiastic efforts to remain one of the most innovative and 
diversified economic development organizations in the country.

We are grateful for all of our region’s successes. We will continue to a be a model for innovative regional
economic development by creating exciting new opportunities for businesses, individuals and 
organizations, which will have a positive impact on the economy, environment and citizens of Western
North Carolina for years to come.

Sincerely,

W. Thomas Alexander
Chairman of the Board



ADVANCED MANUFACTURING

ADVANCED MANUFACTURING 

2,764 new jobs in WNC

More than $412 million
total investment announced in 
AdvantageWest region

60 projects and 26 total
client visits coordinated

2 0 1 2

Western North Carolina has a long tradition of innovation, especially when it comes to advanced
manufacturing. AdvantageWest continues to champion its evolution year after year. 

In 2012, AdvantageWest focused its manufacturing development efforts on achieving two main
goals. One, to gain a better understanding of our counties in the region by becoming better
acquainted with its products, local developers and plans for moving forward economically. Two, 
to present the AdvantageWest region to site location consultants and others who could assist 
by bringing projects to the region. We conducted 63 visits to our 23 counties, organized four 
Economic Developers Advisory Council functions and had contact with 106 site consultant firms in
NC, GA, SC, KY, TX and NY. 

More than 1,316 advanced manufacturing companies, employing almost 50,000 workers with an
annual payroll of nearly $2 billion, call Western North Carolina home. We will continue to work with
manufacturers across the country and abroad as well as our partners in North Carolina – including
the NC Department of Commerce, corporate allies and local economic 
development professionals  – to strengthen and evolve 
WNC’s manufacturing base to create and retain 
quality jobs in our region. 



Leaders of the pack.
Ready to roll on BRP’s popular recreational vehicles are, from left: BRP Spruce Pine Plant Manager Henry
Street, Materials Coordinator Dale Hall and Maintenance and Facilities Coordinator Blake Smith.
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Tucked away in Mitchell County is the Spruce Pine facility of BRP, 
a leading lost foam casting manufacturer and a global producer of Ski-Doo 
and Lynx snowmobiles; Sea-Doo watercraft; Can-Am ATVs, side-by-sides and 
roadsters; Evinrude outboard engines; and Rotax engines.

The BRP Spruce Pine facility produces almost 50 different complex lost foam castings 
for BRP products and the automotive, trucking, rail, construction, marine and emerging 
alternative energy industries, as well as components for BRP’s Evinrude E-TEC 
outboard engines. 

BRP Spruce Pine’s innovative process enables the manufacturer to create lost foam castings
that are in one piece  – rather than creating several individual die-cast pieces – which is more 
efficient and cost-effective for customers. 

“We need to continue to innovate so we can increase our value to our customers,” says
Henry Street, Plant Manager, BRP. “AdvantageWest is helping us do that by bringing local
and regional resources together for us to call on for support as we grow.”

BRP Spruce Pine currently employs 186 people mostly from Yancey, Mitchell and
Avery Counties. In 2012, the facility received a “Best in Class” award from the
American Foundry Society Inc. and Metalcasting Design and Purchasing, and 
expanded to 112,000 sq. ft. to help enhance its machining capacity.

“Innovation is key for our long-term growth,” says Street. “It is also critical that
we support and educate the next generation of manufacturers and suppliers 
in our region, whether that’s establishing new curriculums at local colleges, 
creating apprenticeship programs or offering on-the-job training. These are the
people who will help create future economic growth for Spruce Pine and WNC.”

Want more information about Advanced Manufacturing?
Contact: Tom Johnson, Executive Vice President 
tjohnson@awnc.org
www.advantagewest.com

Zoooooooom!
BRP Spruce Pine Facility Takes the Lead

Machinist Steven E. Robinson works on casting at
the BRP Spruce Pine facility. 

“AdvantageWest was critical in 
bringing together local and regional
resources that were crucial to the
success of our business.”

– Lisa Bryant 
Human Resources Director

BRP Spruce Pine



AdvantageWest has been instrumental in developing a successful culture of entrepreneurship across
Western North Carolina through its Blue Ridge Entrepreneurial Council (BREC) and innovative Certified
Entrepreneurial Community® (CEC) initiative. 

Since 2002, BREC has helped hundreds of entrepreneurs flourish by connecting them with critical 
resources and investors. In 2012, BREC provided seven seed-stage loans to startups through the 
Advantage Opportunity Fund (AOF). Since 2007, AOF has provided $985,000 to WNC companies that
have gone on to create over 100 quality jobs and attract more than $9.5 million in additional investment
to our region. More than 800 people attended BREC’s networking events and conferences in 2012, 
including Venture Local, which focuses on WNC’s emerging agriculture, energy, natural products and
related industries.

Created in 2007, the CEC program helps communities develop a clear strategy, strong infrastructure
and powerful resources for encouraging entrepreneurial growth. Five years later, 10 communities in
our 23-county region have obtained certification, and six more are in the pipeline. Clearly, Western
North Carolina is open for business.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

7 new startups funded
through the Advantage
Opportunity Fund

5 new communities
started the CEC process

10 Certified 
Entrepreneurial 
Communities®

since 2007

2 0 1 2
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Feeling good.
Native Touch owners Joseph and Laralyn RiverWind proudly produce a line of all natural skincare
products that are healthy and affordable. (Photo by Frontier Group)



Within Reach
Native Touch Creates Affordable, All Natural Herbal Body Care Products

Native Touch's Popular Rose 
Petal Gift Set.8 a d v a n t a g e w e s t . c o m

In 2008, Native Touch business owners Joseph and Laralyn RiverWind realized sales
for their all natural skin cream, Rooting Bear Rub, were climbing, while sales for
their native arts and crafts were dropping. They decided it was time to turn 
Native Touch into an herbal body care company offering affordable, 
all natural products. 

A key ingredient in developing Native Touch’s herbal body care line, which saw a 276 
percent increase in 2012, was purchasing high-volume equipment to keep up with 
demand. The equipment was funded in large part by a loan from the Sequoyah Fund, 
with outside funding support facilitated by AdvantageWest through a loan from the 
Advantage Opportunity Fund.

All of Native Touch’s 28 products are original formulations of herbal biologist Laralyn RiverWind,
who began learning the healing power of plants from her father at a young age. The
RiverWinds manufacture, package and ship all of their products – the majority of which are
priced at $10 and below – from Andrews, NC.  Native Touch can be purchased online and at 
retail locations nationwide.

“There are a lot of herbal body care products on the market that are expensive,” says Joseph
RiverWind, Native Touch Co-Owner and Chief of the Jaguar Clan of the Turabo Taino Indian
Nation. “Our goal is to provide people with high quality, all natural body care products that are
healthy and affordable, respect the environment and honor the sacred ways of our ancestors.”

“We feel fortunate that our lives took us to Western North Carolina,“ says Laralyn
RiverWind, Co-Owner and CEO of Native Touch and North Carolina Natural Products
Association board member. “The support we’ve received here is amazing. We are 
excited to work together with businesses and organizations like AdvantageWest 
to make our region a national leader in natural products production.”

Want more information about the Blue Ridge Entrepreneurial Council?
Contact: Matt Raker, VP of Entrepreneurship & AdvantageGreen 
mraker@awnc.org
www.brecnc.com

“The loan from the Advantage

Opportunity Fund from 

AdvantageWest helped us 

continue growing during a 

critical time. They continue 

to provide us with valuable 

exposure to potential investors

and the media so we can grow

our company and the natural

products industry in Western

North Carolina.”

– Laralyn RiverWind 
CEO, Co-Founder and Co-Owner

Native Touch
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The Town of Black Mountain welcomes businesses of all kinds.
Members of the Town of Black Mountain Certified Entrepreneurial Community® Leadership Team include, from left: 
Bob McMurray, Black Mountain Chamber of Commerce Executive Director; Mayor Carl Bartlett, CEC Leadership Team Co-Chair;
Mary Leonard White, past CEC Leadership Team Co-Chair; and Ames Tryon, new CEC Leadership Team Co-Chair.
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With its spectacular views and bustling downtown, the Town of Black Mountain
has lived many lives since 1893. Now it’s reinventing itself as a Certified 
Entrepreneurial Community® (CEC), welcoming entrepreneurs and businesses
of all kinds. In 2012, 24 new businesses opened, several existing operations
expanded and 500 new jobs were created. 

“We’re more about community than competition,” says the Town of Black Mountain Mayor
and CEC Leadership Team Co-Chair Carl Bartlett. “As a Certified Entrepreneurial Community,
we have the infrastructure to continue to support existing businesses like international
manufacturer Parameter Generation & Control, while attracting new entrepreneurs who
want to work and live in a lively place with amazing people.”

The open-for-business spirit is loud and clear when you walk the streets of downtown.  
On West State Street alone you will see Song of the Wood, a musical instrument “design
and build” enterprise started by Jerry Read Smith in 1975, next to the booming three-
year-old Black Mountain Yarn Shop. A few doors down is bustling local hangout 
Dripolator Coffeehouse and across the street is the new Black Mountain Running Co. 
and the eclectic Merry Wine Market. 

“Going through the CEC process with AdvantageWest has changed our mindset,” says
Mayor Bartlett. “We now see the Town of Black Mountain not only as an incredible place to
live, but also as an ideal location for all types of small businesses, especially those that
cater to the desires of our residents and the thousands of tourists who visit the Town of
Black Mountain every year.”

On The Road To Success
The Town of Black Mountain Builds a Strong Community for Entrepreneurs  

Carl Bartlett, Black Mountain Mayor and Co-Chair of
the CEC Leadership Team, visits with Jo Ann Smith
McCollum, Showroom Manager at Song of the
Wood, one of the town’s seven musical instrument
businesses.  

“Through their Certified Entrepreneurial Community® program, 
AdvantageWest has really helped us think outside of the box. We now
look at the Town of Black Mountain as an economic development 
community fostering long-term positive growth.”

– Mayor Carl Bartlett, Town of Black Mountain

Want more information about
Certified Entrepreneurial Communities?
Contact: Emily Breedlove, 
Entrepreneurship Program Manager 
ebreedlove@awnc.org
www. awcec.com



“The Hunger Games” phenomenon shook the world in 2012, grossing more than $686 million
worldwide. The ripple effects of the film’s staggering economic success are still felt throughout
our region, which starred in the blockbuster.

With epic scenery, charming locations, a strong crew base and a 25 percent refundable tax credit 
for in-state spending for labor, goods and services, the WNC Film Commission continues to play a
major role in North Carolina’s thriving film industry. In 2012, we assisted with the completion of
14 projects, coordinated numerous scouts and added 50 new locations and more than 70 crew
and support service listings to the WNC Resource Directory. All of these efforts contributed to the
record-breaking $376 million spent in production in North Carolina and 4,100 crew positions 
created statewide.

By working hand-in-hand with filmmakers to scout and secure locations, find the best crew, 
support services and talent, and serve as a liaison between state and federal organizations and
landowners, the WNC Film Commission ensures our region is always ready to roll.

FILM COMMISSION

FILM COMMISSION

2 0 1 2

Assisted with completion
of 14 film productions

More than 4,100
crew positions created
statewide

More than $376 million 
in direct in-state spending



O beautiful for spacious skies.
The WNC Film Commission has facilitated numerous film and photo shoots at Chimney Rock State Park
with help from individuals such as James Ledgerwood, Park Superintendent, Chimney Rock State Park,
and Mary Jaeger-Gale, General Manager, Chimney Rock Mgmt., LLC.
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The summer of 2012 marked the 20th anniversary of the film “The Last of the
Mohicans” and the history-changing moment when Chimney Rock took center
stage. To this day, tourists and filmmakers from all over the world come to
Chimney Rock State Park to experience and capture its breathtaking views
for themselves. 

In 2012, Dutch filmmaker Caspar Geelhoed and his crew from Endemol Nederland made the
trip to WNC to shoot for their TV reality series Love Is in the Air about reuniting Dutch people
with their loved ones and soul mates in distant foreign countries. The WNC Film Commission
worked closely with the filmmakers to secure shoot locations and lodging, and introduced
them to Chimney Rock State Park management.

“The WNC Film Commission made our shoot happen in Western North Carolina,“ says 
Geelhoed. “They helped us secure several locations in a short amount of time including
Chimney Rock and Lake Lure. Western North Carolina is truly a magical place for film.”

The WNC Film Commission assisted several other production projects in 2012, including 
a John Deere national ad campaign, scenes in the feature film “Safe Haven,” a Volkswagen
shoot on the Blue Ridge Parkway, Chaco Shoes photography, a commercial for the NC 
Education Lottery, a Discovery Channel episode of Disappeared and a reality pilot called 
Road to Love – a homegrown version of the TV series The Bachelor.

“We know firsthand that the film industry can have a very positive, long-term economic 
impact on the region,” says Mary Jaeger-Gale, General Manager, Chimney Rock Mgmt.,LLC.
“We have a great relationship with the WNC Film Commission. We do our best to always
make filming at Chimney Rock State Park easy and inspiring.”

Want more information about the WNC Film Commission?
Contact: Amanda Baranski, Director of the WNC Film Commission 
abaranski@awnc.org
www.wncfilm.com

Awestruck
Chimney Rock State Park Inspires Filmmakers Around the World

The cast and crew of a Dutch TV reality series on 
location at Chimney Rock. (Photo courtesy Endemol Nederland)

13a d v a n t a g e w e s t . c o m



The green economy in Western North Carolina is growing strong and AdvantageGreen is cultivating its 
development. In 2012, AdvantageGreen assisted 66 green economy businesses and secured $1.3 million
in green economy grants, including an $815,000 grant awarded to WNC AgriVentures by the Economic 
Development Administration (EDA), Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) and US Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), as part of the the national Rural Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge. 

A regional partnership between AdvantageWest, Land-of-Sky Regional Council, the Community 
Foundation of WNC and NC State, WNC Agriventures is a platform for accelerating high-impact projects
within emerging or expanding agriculture and natural resource based industries. Its goal is to increase job
creation, innovation and wealth retention across rural Western North Carolina. 

In 2012, AdvantageWest also partnered with the North Carolina Natural Products Association to launch
Blue Ridge Naturally, a regional brand and quality seal for WNC-made natural products.

GREEN ECONOMY

GREEN ECONOMY

66 green economy
businesses assisted

738 members in the
AdvantageGreen Network

223 new jobs created
in the green economy
sector

2 0 1 2



Field of dreams.
Members of a team collaborating on a project to plant seeds for a clean energy industry in WNC include, from left: Kevin Payne, Farm 
Manager, Biltmore; Carson Payne, Farmer Developer, Biltmore; Chuck Pickering, President of Agriculture, Government Relations and Land
Planning, Biltmore; Ted Katsigianis, Vice President of Agricultural Sciences, Biltmore; Woodrow Eaton, General Manager, Blue Ridge Biofuels;
Melita Kyriakoy, Business Administrator, Blue Ridge Biofuels; Katie Estridge, Analytical Consultant, A-B Tech; and Vanessa King, Executive 
Assistant, Biltmore. 15
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A pilot project called Field to Fryer to Fuel (F3) is creating an innovative
model for producing biodiesel from locally grown feedstock, which will help
reduce WNC’s dependence on imported fuels and help achieve North Carolina’s
clean energy goals of replacing 10 percent of the state’s imported oil with local
biofuels by 2017.

The project was the brainchild of Blue Ridge Biofuels General Manager Woodrow Eaton. 
In 2011, F3 won 1st place in the BREC Breakthrough Business Challenge, a competition
conducted by AdvantageWest’s Blue Ridge Entrepreneurial Council (BREC) that aims to
identify and accelerate WNC’s most innovative business opportunities. Fast forward one
year later and F3 is off and running, thanks to the support of “seed” grants from the 
Biofuels Center of North Carolina and the US Economic Development Agency, facilitated
by AdvantageWest.

Key to the project’s implementation is a partnership with Appalachian State University, 
A-B Tech and Biltmore. As part of its involvement, Biltmore funded the planting of 50 acres
of canola, including five different varieties of non-GMO canola, so that the growth, harvest
and production economics of locally sourced cooking oil and biofuel can be researched
and developed. The goal is to have area restaurants use the local food-grade oil, then recycle
the used fryer oil into biofuel, which can then be used to power tractors, farm equipment
and other vehicles. The pressed plants can also be used as feed for livestock.

“We are pleased to partner with AdvantageWest and the Biofuels Center of North Carolina
on the F3 initiative,” says Chuck Pickering, President of Agriculture, Government Relations
and Land Planning for Biltmore. “Projects like this are core to our mission of preserving 
the environment, and we have a dedicated focus on sustainability. This focus benefits our 
company’s bottom line, supports a healthy community and is the responsible way to 
conduct business at a time when the environment is a top concern for everyone.”

Want more information about our biofuels and clean energy projects?
Contact: Ron Townley, Director of Clean Energy Initiatives 
rtownley@awnc.org
www.advantagegreen.org

Powering Up
Biodiesel Project Fuels WNC’s Clean Energy Future

In bloom. A field of
canola promises a
new clean energy
source. 

“AdvantageWest helped secure an
initial $194,603 in ‘seed’ grants to
start the F3 project. They have been
instrumental in bringing together
partners including Biltmore and the
Biofuels Center of North Carolina to
move the F3 initiative forward, and
with it, the opportunity to create a
new clean energy industry that will
have an enormous economic and 
environmental impact on our region
and state.”

– Woodrow Eaton
General Manager, Blue Ridge Biofuels 
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Any day of the week at Blue Ridge Food Ventures (a wholly owned, single member LLC of 
AdvantageWest), one may see bamboo pickles or botanically powered skincare products being
produced and packaged in its 11,000 sq. ft., shared-use food business incubator and first-of-its-
kind Natural Products Manufacturing Facility. 

Blue Ridge Food Ventures assists food and natural products entrepreneurs with product development,
processing, food and safety regulation compliance, business development, and more. Since 2005,
Blue Ridge Food Ventures has helped hundreds of cooks, caterers, farmers and natural products
entrepreneurs manufacture their items at Blue Ridge Food Ventures and bring them to 
market, while educating, assisting and connecting thousands more.

The WNC region is growing as a food and natural products destination and Blue Ridge Food 
Ventures and its Natural Products Manufacturing Facility are here to fuel its development every
step of the way. 

182 food or natural
products businesses
received technical 
assistance

New automated equipment
helped 6 companies improve 
efficiency and lower costs

58 new food business 
ideas submitted for 
the Big Tasty – Makin’ 
It To Market contest

FOOD & NATURAL PRODUCTS

FOOD & NATURAL PRODUCTS

2 0 1 2
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A healthy choice.
GalloLea Pizza Kits owners Susan Devitt and Tom Gallo make their food business
dreams come true at Blue Ridge Food Ventures.
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What do you get when you mix a PhD ceramics engineer with a marketing
and package design expert, combine that with a passion for creating
healthy food and cook it all up at Blue Ridge Food Ventures? GalloLea 
Pizza Kits – the only artisan-crafted pizza kits on the market.

Started in 2010 by husband and wife team Tom Gallo and Susan Devitt, GalloLea’s Pizza Kits are
a healthy and easy way to enjoy delicious homemade pizza in 30 minutes. The pizza kits include
Tom’s grandmother’s famous sauce, crust mix to make a 12-inch pizza and a high temperature
cooking paper to build and cook the pizza on. 

Tom and Susan perfected their pizza kits at Blue Ridge Food Ventures and package the kits at
the innovative A-B Tech incubator. Sales were up 60 percent in 2011 and 90 percent in 2012.
They hope to produce more than 4,000 GalloLea Pizza Kits a month in 2013. 

“Tom and Susan are a great example of how Blue Ridge Food  Ventures helps people create new
careers and successful businesses at any point in life,” says Mary Lou Surgi, Blue Ridge Food
Ventures Executive Director. “Our facilities enabled them to make a leap into production
that they may not have made otherwise.”

“We started selling our GalloLea Pizza Kits at local and regional farmers’ markets,” says Susan
Devitt, Co-Owner, GalloLea Pizza Kits. “Earth Fare was the first retail location to put our product
on their shelves. Now 30 Earth Fares throughout the eastern United States, as well as 85 other
food retailers as far away as California, carry us. And the list keeps growing.” 

Homemade. Home Grown.
GalloLea Pizza Kits Rise to the Top

GalloLea Pizza Kits come in three varieties: whole
wheat, gluten free and low sodium whole wheat.
Just add your favorite toppings and enjoy!

“Blue Ridge Food Ventures really showed us 
the ropes to crafting an artisanal food product.
They have been with us since the beginning and
we wouldn’t be in business without them.”

– Tom Gallo, Co-Owner, GalloLea Pizza Kits

Want more information about Blue Ridge Food Ventures?
Contact: Mary Lou Surgi, 
Blue Ridge Food Ventures Executive Director  
mlsurgi@awnc.org
www.blueridgefoodventures.com



20 a d v a n t a g e w e s t . c o m

When Randy and Cindi Beavers made the decision to leave their careers and
save Cindi’s grandfather’s Sleepy Hollow Farm in Georgia in 1996, little did they
know they would one day create a growers’ cooperative called BotaniPharm
and develop a patented production process for producing botanical medicines
with goldenseal as the primary ingredient. According to the National Institutes of
Health (NIH), this process “may become an industry standard for future 
standardization protocols.”

The Beavers discovered that goldenseal, designated an internationally protected species by
the end of the 2Oth century, could be cultivated on their farm. Like Sleepy Hollow, they knew
they had to do their part to preserve goldenseal and its numerous anti-infective and digestive
benefits. They also realized their farm couldn’t protect goldenseal alone and that other 
family farmers dedicated to protecting the earth for future generations could cultivate the
plant and make a profit. BotaniPharm was born. 

With the support of the Natural Products Manufacturing Facility at Blue Ridge Food Ventures and
other regional partners, BotaniPharm has received millions of dollars through numerous USDA
and NIH grants to develop the best way to grow and process goldenseal, including a $1 million
grant from NIH and the National Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine (NCCAM)
to produce 250,000 to 300,000 doses for various clinical trials. BotaniPharm operates a full-time
lab and produces and packages all of its products, including those for clinical trials, at the
Natural Products Manufacturing Facility at Blue Ridge Food Ventures.

With 16 growers and counting located in NC, GA, AL and TN, BotaniPharm is 
setting the standards for producing a pure goldenseal product that delivers 
consistent performance despite variations in raw material, while preserving the 
traditions and shared values held by previous generations. 

Want more information about producing and packaging 
natural products in WNC? 
Contact: Chris Reedy, Blue Ridge Food Ventures Program Manager
creedy@awnc.org
www.blueridgefoodventures.com

“We wouldn’t have received
the $1 million grant from the
National Institutes of Health
and the National Center for
Complementary and Alternative
Medicine without Blue Ridge Food
Ventures' Natural Products
Manufacturing Facility and our
other partners. Their collective
support has been invaluable in
preserving goldenseal, developing
production standards and
supporting sustainable farming.”

– Randy Beavers
Founder and Co-Owner 

BotaniPharm

Just What The Doctor Ordered
BotaniPharm Is Establishing Standards for Making Botanical Medicines 

In good hands. Randy
and Cindi Beavers help 
preserve goldenseal. 
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A big production.
Members of the BotaniPharm team on a recent production day at the Natural Products Manufacturing Facility at Blue Ridge Food Ventures
include, from left: Randy Beavers, President and Co-Owner; Alyssa Sacora, Production Manager; Rebecca Vann, Production Assistant; Cindi
Beavers, Co-Owner; and Katie Ferrell, Production Assistant.
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ADVANTAGEWEST SERVES THE 23 
WESTERN COUNTIES OF NORTH CAROLINA.

Transportation:
The region is served by I-26 and I-40, with direct interstate access to I-85,
I-77 and I-81.

Asheville Regional Airport (AVL) is served by Allegiant, Delta, United and
US Airways, with daily non-stop service to Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago, 
Detroit, Fort Lauderdale, Newark, Orlando and Philadelphia.

Atlanta (ATL), Greenville-Spartanburg (GSP) and Charlotte Douglas (CLT)
International Airports are within close proximity.
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Diversified Development  
A Letter from our President & CEO

From a leader in the logging industry to a robust textile hub to an agriculture center, Western 
North Carolina has a storied history of economic change. Now our region is home to a new crop of 
manufacturers, entrepreneurs, agribusiness professionals, creatives and green economy companies
that are charting new paths for economic growth. AdvantageWest continues to strategically adapt 
and diversify our programs to meet the region’s unique needs, earning us a reputation as one of the
most progressive economic development commissions in the nation.

We now have 1,316 advanced manufacturing companies with an annual payroll of $2 billion in our 
region. In 2012, we hosted our largest and most successful Economic Summit ever, with 400 
businesspeople, policymakers, educators and economic developers in attendance. Our Blue Ridge 
Entrepreneurial Council networking events and conferences in 2012 drew more than 800 attendees,
while Blue Ridge Food Ventures’ shared-use food business incubator and its first-of-a-kind Natural
Products Manufacturing Facility provided technical assistance to182 businesses during the year. 
Once again, the WNC Film Commission’s tireless efforts contributed to another record-breaking year
for film in North Carolina.

We’re proud of our Certified Entrepreneurial Community® program, which is setting the standard 
for entrepreneurial community growth across the country. We are thrilled to be at the forefront of 
developing a new biofuels industry with tremendous economic and environmental potential for 
the region. We are also excited to launch our new organizational website in the spring of 2013.

I am grateful to the dedication of our board, staff, Economic Developers Advisory Council and
incredible partners and supporters. They make our accomplishments and future goals for the
region possible.

Our vision for economic growth in our region will always be driven by innovation and diversification. 
I look forward to working together with all of you, and new businesses and organizations, to create 
exciting opportunities and jobs in our region. As the next chapter of Western North Carolina history
unfolds, AdvantageWest will be there to champion its economic growth and continue our tradition 
of innovation.  

Sincerely,

Scott T. Hamilton
President & CEO
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AdvantageWest Board of Directors

AdvantageWest Staff

Blue Ridge Food 
Ventures Staff

Board Members from left to right (Top Row):W. Thomas Alexander (Chairman), Randy Banks, Mark R. Burrows (Treasurer), C. Philip Byers,
George J. Couch, Henry Doss (Second Vice Chair), Stephen G. Duncan, Eugene W. Ellison, Charles M. Fulenwider, Connie M. Haire (Corporate Secretary)

(Second Row): Bert Hall, Shirley Hise, Larry Kernea (First Vice Chair), Wayne McDevitt, Mark Meadows, Gordon S. Myers, Steve Odom, Vince Rees,
Wilma Sherrill, Paul Szurek. Not Pictured: Tom Speed

Staff Members from left to right (Top Row): Amanda 
Baranski (Executive Assistant, Assistant Corporate Secretary & 
Director of the WNC Film Commission), Emily Breedlove 
(Entrepreneurship Program Manager), Karen Davis (Accounting 
Associate), Scott T. Hamilton (President & CEO), Tom Johnson 
(Executive Vice President), Anna Levitsky (Administrative Assistant)

(Second Row): Jason McDougald (Director – Grants & Special Projects),
Kathy Neall (Senior Vice President – Finance),  Kathi Petersen (Senior Vice 
President –Corporate & Public Relations),Matt Raker (Vice President –
Entrepreneurship & AdvantageGreen), Ron Townley (Director – Clean 
Energy Initiatives)

Staff Members from left to right: Chris Reedy (Program
Manager),  Mary Lou Surgi (Executive Director), 
Martha Vining (Product Developer)



OUR FUNDING PARTNERS, SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS
AdvantageWest is grateful for these public and private partners for their recent support

BLUE RIDGE FOOD VENTURES

Allegra Print & Imaging
Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Appalachian Regional Commission 
Ashe County
Ashe County Chamber of Commerce
Ashevillage Institute
Asheville Event Company
Asheville Radio Group
Asheville Savings Bank
Asheville-Buncombe Technical
Community College

Ashley Furniture
AT&T
Biltmore Estate
Biltmore Farms, LLC
Biltmore Wines
Biofuels Center of North Carolina
BioNetwork BioBusiness Center
Blipstudio
Blue Ridge Electric Membership Corp.
Blue Ridge Mountain Electric 
Membership Corporation

BobbyMark’s Designs
Carolina Mountains Credit Union
City of Asheville
Classic Event Rental
Community Foundation of 
Western North Carolina

Dnet Internet Services

Duke Energy
Economic Development Coalition 
for Asheville-Buncombe County

Forest Commercial Bank
FreshPoint
Froehling & Robertson, Inc.
Frontier Communications
Frontier Group
Fulenwider Enterprises
Golden  LEAF Foundation
Hickory Nut Gap Farm
Highland Brewing Company
Immedion
Jackson County
JB Media Group
Kickdown Consulting
KP Communications
Land-of-Sky Regional Council
Lenoir-Rhyne University Center
for Graduate Studies of Asheville

Link’d Video
Macon County Economic 
Development Commission

Marketing Association for 
Rehabilitation Centers, Inc.

Mattern & Craig, Inc.
McGuire, Wood & Bissette, P.A.
Mountain 1st Bank & Trust
Mountain BizWorks

Mountain Xpress
Murphy Electric Power Board
Nexsen Pruet
NC Biotechnology Center
NC Department of Commerce, 
Division of Business & Industry

NC Department of Commerce, 
Division of Energy   

NC General Assembly
NC Rural Center
NC Small Business and Technology 
Development Center

NC Sustainable Energy Association
NC Tobacco Trust Fund Commission
Parker Poe Adams & Bernstein L.L.P.
Polk County Economic Development 
Commission

Progress Energy
Prosperity Collective
PSAV
PSNC Energy
Regal Entertainment Group
Renaissance Asheville Hotel
Rug & Home
Rutherford County Economic 
Development Commission

Sandra Stambaugh Photographer
Sanford Holshouser Economic 
Development Consulting

Self-Help Credit Union
SiteDart Hosting
SkyLine Membership Corporation
Support from the Charles W. Gaddy & 
Lucy Finch Gaddy Endowment 
Fund administered by the North 
Carolina Community Foundation

Swain County
TD Bank
Tech 20/20
The Market Place Restaurant
The Music Specialist
Top Floor Studio
Town of West Jefferson
Tri-County Community College
U-Save Car & Truck Rental
UNC Asheville
US Economic Development 
Administration

US Small Business Administration
Vannoy Construction
VDO2NET
WCI, Inc.
Wilkes Community College
Womble Carlyle
WZGM Radio
Yancey County

Appalachian Regional Commission
Caroline Allured Catering
Community Foundation of Western North Carolina
Golden LEAF Foundation
John E. Rushing, Ph.D. 

Mountain BizWorks
NC Department of Agriculture
NC Rural Center 
NC Tobacco Trust Fund Commission
The Fresh Market



Located adjacent to the Asheville Regional Airport

134 Wright Brothers Way  •  Fletcher, NC 28732  •  828.687.7234
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