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Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Division of NC Aquariums 

 
Name of Fee:  Pier Fishing Admissions Fee  
 
Purpose of Fee:  Pier fishing admission fees collected at the NC Aquariums’ educational fishing 
pier at Nags Head will support pier programs, employees, exhibits, operations and pay debt. 
 
Current Pier Fees:  NA 
 
Revenue Currently Generated by Piers: None  
 
Proposed Fee:  
 

FEES CATEGORIES 
$12  Adult fishing, 13 years old and over, max. of two rods 

per 24-hour period 
$2  For each rod over two per 24-hour period 
½ fee Youth fishing, ages 12 years old and under 

 
 
Projected Total Annual Revenue: $756,000 (assumes 60,000 adults pay the daily fishing 
fee and 6,000 youth pay ½ the adult fee) 
 
Rationale for Fee: It is planned that the operation of this and any future piers will be supported 
by receipts generated at the facility. All existing fishing piers on the North Carolina coast charge 
a fee for fishing using prevailing local market rates. The pier at Nags Head is under construction 
and is expected to open in May 2011, at which time the fishing fee will be collected. 
 
Who Pays:  Adults will pay $12 for two rods for a 24-hour period. Adults will be charged two 
dollars for each rod over two. Children age 12 and under will pay half the adult fee to fish and for 
each rod over two. 
 
Number Affected by Fee: an estimated 60,000 adults and older youth will pay the adult fee of 
$12 for a 24-hour period and an estimated 6,000 youth under 13 years old will pay $6 to fish in a 
24-hour period. 
 
Inception Date of Fee: January 1, 2011 (The pier facility is new as is the fee)  
 
Date of Last Fee Change: NA 



Division Official Grant Title Grant Description Funding Entity
FY 2010-11 

Amount FTE

1
Soil & Water 
Conservation

Contribution Agreement by and 
between the Div. of Soil & Water 
Conservation & the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service

Funds will be used to accelerate the implementation of State and 
Federal conservation efforts in local soil & water conservation 
districts.  Thirty-two part-time temporary positions will assist 
agricultural landowners with conservation plans and BMPs.

USDA - Natural 
Resource Conservation 
Service 600,000$     0

2 Marine Fisheries
NC Marine Aquatic Resource 
Education

Funds will be used to create the NC Marine Aquatic Resource 
Education Strategic Plan which will outline how to educate 
anglers on ethical angling practices and protection of marine 
sport fish habitat.

US Fish & Wildlife 
Service 110,000$     0

3 Forest Resources
Federal Economic Recovery/ 
Stimulus Funds 

"Keeping Sediment in Check with BMPs, Bridgemats, and 
Stream restoration.  The Project will (1) implement forestry 
BMPs to improve forest roads and install erosion control 
structures, (2) purchase portable bridgemats for loggers to 
borrow when crossing streams during logging, and (3) restore a 
degraded stream.

USDA Forest Service - 
ARRA 275,000$     0

4 Forest Resources

Restoring and Sustaining 
Longleaf Pine Ecosystems in 
North Carolina

Funds will help expand DFR's seedling nursery, seed orchard 
management, seed collection, and tree improvement capacity for 
longleaf pines.  Efforts will include prescribed burning; 
producing seeds for longleaf pine ecosystem restoration; 
planting 1,000 acres of longleaf pine; identifying, inventorying, 
and mapping existing longleaf pine stands; and forming 
partnerships, developing plans, and implementing priority 
actions. USDA Forest Service 2,200,000$  4
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Fiscal Research Division  October 19, 2010 

FY 2009-10 STUDY OF STATE AIRCRAFT: RECOMMENDATIONS & ACTIONS 

1. Program Evaluation Division’s (PED) Recommendations 
 Eliminate unnecessary aircraft in the Divisions of Forest Resource and Marine Fisheries 

within the Department of Environment & Natural Resources (DENR). 
 Consolidate the location of Forest Resources aircraft and close five hangars. 
 Consolidate all passenger aircraft (Commerce, DOT, & AHEC) into one Aviation Division.  

 
2. Summary of PED Recommendations and NCGA Actions (S.L. 2010-31)  

 PED NCGA 
DENR, Division of Forest Resources 

Aircraft for Elimination 20 Not less than 10 
Pilots for Elimination 9 4 

Mechanics for Elimination 5 2 
Hangars Closed 5 2 

Recurring Savings - Aircraft $1,011,809 $469,817 
Nonrecurring Savings - Aircraft $2,628,500 $1,500,000 

Recurring Savings - Hangars $26,060 $13,060 
 
DENR, Division of Marine Fisheries 

Aircraft for Elimination 3 3 
Pilots for Elimination 0 0 

Mechanics for Elimination N/A N/A 
Expected Recurring Savings $11,570 $25,218 

Expected NR Savings $190,000 $35,000 
 
Department of Commerce  

 PED Recommendation NCGA  
 Eliminate Consolidate Eliminate Consolidate 

Aircraft 0 2 0 2 
Pilots 1 3 1 3 

Mechanics 1 1 1 1 
Expected Recurring Savings Not provided $300,000 

Expected NR Savings $0 $0 
 

3. General Assembly Actions – Special Provisions 
Department of Commerce 
 Directs that the use of State aircraft for economic development purposes shall take 

precedence over all other uses, except in cases of emergency or disaster response.  
 
Department of Environment & Natural Resources 
 Directs Forest Resources to provide maintenance for Marine Fisheries’ aircraft. 
 Directs DENR to report on aviation activities and implementation of eight management 

practices recommended in the PED report, as well as to report on the recommendations of a 
Conklin & de Decker report currently being conducted. 

 Directs DENR to purchase software for the tracking of flights and maintenance of all aircraft 
in the Department from funds available through the sale of eliminated aircraft. 










