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GEOOD IOIGREAV)

Jirr Colliris

“GOOD IS THE ENEMY/OF GREAT. And that is
why we have so little that becomes great.
We don't have great schools, principally.
because we have good schools. We don't
have great government, principally because
we have good government. Few people
attain greatilives, in large. part because it is
just so easy to;settieforargood life. The
vast majerily effcCompanies; never become
great, precisely:becalse thevast majority
become quite gepd—and thatIis their main
problem (p. 1)
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Focus on the data — the “brutal facts of
reality”

e Recognized as a leader nationwide in
education

e National Beard Certification

> Ranked #1 iRt Rumber efiteachers certified
in 2006 (1525)

> Ranked #1 inrtetali numberof teachers
certified! (11,525)
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e More than 20,000 dropout events recorded in

2004-2005
e 1/3/0f whic

e 54.2% ofisc

N occurred in 91 grade
nools met growth standards

e (Geographic

ocation still determines much of

the academiG success ofieur students
e North Carolina ranks 23inraverage teacher

salary.
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e [he NEW Commission on the Skills of the
American Workforce (December 14, 2006)
» End high school sooner/for most students
> Invest in early-childhood education

> Recruit better: students to be teachers

» Put schools under perfermance contracts

> Rebuild standards; assessiments, and curriculum

> Make senool findingimoereequitable

> Support lifelongfleaning

> Create regionalleconemic=aevelopment authorities
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e "It will take more than higher standards to
ensure that North Carolina's high schools

the
the

graduate students'who arella repared.-to enter
ta

global work force. It wi e a change in
schools themselves and a concerted

effort to help students achieve the new
standards.”

“But no pregram, willfsticceed unless the

pub
are

IC SChEE]S; lawmakers and the taxpayers
willing/te ?rowde theresources to help

students exce

—“\Wilmington Star Journal
December 17, 2006
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e " [he course of least resistance will be
to keep on keeping on, and that's
probably what our competition in the
rest of the world truly hopes we do.”

- Winston-Salem Journal
December 19, 2006




