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UNC Charlotte  
Overview 

 



Fall 2012 Enrollment 
• 3,539 New freshmen 

• 2,531 New transfer students 

• 21,225 Total undergraduates 

• 5,049 Total graduate students 

• 26, 274 Total students  

 



Diversity in Fall 2011 
• 16% African American 

• .5% American Indian 

• 4.8 % Asian 

• 5.8% Hispanic 

• 62% Caucasian 

• 24% of Undergraduates are 24 years of age and older  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Diverse Student Body 
• 66% of UNC Charlotte students qualify for 

financial aid 

• 40% qualify for the Pell Grant 
representing over 8,300 students 

• 32% are first generation college students 

 

 



49er Finish Program 



49er Finish Eligibility Criteria  

Undergraduate 
student  

Left campus for 
one academic 

year 

90 earned credit 
hours (senior 

status) 

2.0 cumulative 
grade point 

average or higher 

No financial or 
disciplinary 

actions 



HISTORY OF THE 49ER FINISH PROGRAM 



Spring 2006 Initial Survey of Students 

• Mailed survey to 1,232 former senior students 

• 133 former students returned surveys and 95 requested 
follow-up contact 
– 58% Female, 42% Male 
– 56% Ages 25-34  
– 80% Caucasian, 14% African American 
– 47% Married, 45% Single 
– 52% Had at least one child 
– 76% Worked full-time 

 

 



Withdrawal from UNC Charlotte 
• 67% Stated withdrawal was temporary 

• 53% Stated definite plans to return to school 

• 27% Graduated from another institution 

• 4% No longer wished to pursue a degree 



Reasons for Leaving 
• Employment 

• Personal 

• Financial  

• Inconvenient course times 

• Difficulty parking 

 

 



MARKETING THE 49ER FINISH PROGRAM 



Marketing 
• Market to students twice a year  

• Student evaluations indicate the 
importance of the mailings 

• Privacy concerns (letter vs. postcard) 



Recruiting 
Letter                             



THE RETURN TO CAMPUS 



49er Finish Program 
• Recruit students each year 

• Guidance on the readmission process 

• Individualized academic advising 

• Operating as an ombudsman between 
academic departments and students 

 



49er Finish Program 
• Referrals to appropriate campus 

resources  

• Online Welcome Back Seminar 

• Scholarship opportunities 

• Transition Seminars 

 



MEASURING STUDENT AND  
PROGRAM SUCCESS 



Spring 2012 Data 
• 95 undergraduates enrolled 

• Completed 659 credit hours collectively 

• 19 additional students were in graduate 
school or are fifth-year students at     
UNC Charlotte 

  



Success of the 49er Finish Program 

• Degree attainment for a career ready 
North Carolina 

• Value the investment made by the 
students, the University, and private 
funding. 

• Model to be replicated 

 



Degree Attainment  
• 499 students completed their bachelor’s 

degree over the past six years 

 



49er Finish Recognition 
• 2012 Malcolm Knowles Award for 

Outstanding Adult Education Program 
from the American Association for Adult 
and Continuing Education 

 



Private Investment 
• Osher Reentry Scholarship 

– Fall 2012: UNC Charlotte awarded $1 million Osher 
Foundation Endowment 

– Since Spring 2009, $250,000 has been awarded to 94 
students  

• Douglas Reentry Scholarship 
– In Spring 2012, UNC Charlotte received an endowment of 

nearly $400,000 

– Award of $18,000 to 10 students - Fall 2012 

 





• Betty Doster 
• Special Assistant to the Chancellor for Constituent Relations 
• 704-687-5769  
• Betty.Doster@uncc.edu  

• Kelly Moore 
• Assistant Director, Office of Adult Students and Evening Services 
• 704-687-6753 
• k.moore@uncc.edu  

• Holland Nance 
• 49er Finish Graduate, UNC Charlotte ‘09 
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