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A Report on the Development of 2 Minority Achievement Report Card

Executive Summary

In the 1999 Session, the General Assembly required the State Board of Education to
design a Minority Achievement Report Card and report on its development to the Joint
Legislative Education Oversight Committee by November 15, 2000.

There are numerous other statutory requirements and initiatives related to report cards
and/or minority achievement in North Carolina. Considering the several requirements
and the current accountability program in North Carolina, modifying an existing report
could satisfy the requirement for a minority achievement report card. Data from the
2000-01 school year could serve as a baseline database for the first such report, which
could be released in the 2001-02 school year. The results for racial/ethnic groups in each
school would be readily discernible in the report. The report will also be shared with the
Advisory Commission on Raising Achievement and Closing Gaps so that the
Commission can offer advice to the State Board of Education on enhancing the reporting
of minority achievement.
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Report to the Academic Achievement Committee and the
Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee
On The
Development of a Minority Achievement Report Card

In the 1999 Session of the General Assembly of North Carolina, Session Law 2000-67
(House Bill 1840) specified in Section 8.28.(c) that the State Board of Education

-.- shall design an annual Minority Achievement Report Card to be implemented fully

beginning with the 2001-2002 school year. The report card shall be based on data the Board
collects from local school administrative units and individual schools. Local school administrative
units shall collect, maintain, and submit data needed to prepare the report card. The Board shall
establish a baseline in accordance with its plan for the report card. The Board may combine this
information with another report, as long as the information reported under this section is readily
discernible. The Board shall condense and publicly disseminate the data in a form that can be
accessed easily, such as through a web site.

The Board shall report to the Academic Achievement Committee and Education Oversight
Committee by November 15, 2000, on the development of the report card under this section.

This report provides a framework for producing and disseminating a Minority
Achievement Report Card in the context of current accountability initiatives in the state.

Other Related Requirements

There are other statutory requirements (both state and federal) as well as administrative
initiatives that address the desire for information about minority achievement and/or
school report cards. Several of these are summarized below.

School Building Improvement Reports (SBIR)
G.S. 115C-12(9)c3 requires the State Board of Education

To develop a system of school building improvement reports for each school building. The
purpose of school building improvement reports is to measure improvement in the growth in
student performance at each school building from year to year, not to compare school buildings.
The Board shall include in the building reports any factors shown to affect student performance
that the Board considers relevant to assess a school's efforts to improve student performance.
Local school administrative units shall produce and make public their school building
improvement reports by ... October 15, ... annually.... Each report shall be based on building-
level data for the prior school year.

The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) currently provides software to each school
system that enables them to produce various reports of descriptive statistics for each
school as well as unofficial accountability reports for the School-Based Management and
Accountability Program (ABCs of Public Education). Among these reports are reports of
performance on state tests for each racial/ethnic group in the school. Each September,
DPI also forwards to each LEA a data file of supplemental data, which includes for each
school: membership counts by gender and racial/ethnic categories; attendance rates;



percent of students eligible for free or reduced priced lunch; number of violent incidents;
average teacher supplement; per student expenditure; and percent of students with
disabilities. From these various sources, school districts can produce school building
improvement reports to meet the legislative requirement. Because of the volume
involved, these reports are not collected at the state level.

The ABCs

G.S. 115C-105.35 specifies that the SBE “shall design and implement an accountability
system that sets annual performance standards for each school in the State in order to
measure the growth in performance of the students in each individual school.” G.S.
115C-105.37(a) also specifies that the SBE “shall design and implement a procedure to
identify low-performing schools on an annual basis.”

Consequently, the SBE and the DPI annually produce 4 Report Card for the ABCs of
Public Education, Volume I, which designates for each school in the state the ABCs
status of the school, including low-performing, The report also provides an overall
composite score showing the percentage of test scores at or above grade level.

DP] also publishes a follow-up report called 4 Report Card for the ABCs of Public
Education, Volume II that provides subgroup statistics and supplemental data for school
districts and the state. This includes performance statistics for students by gender,
racial/ethnic group, limited English proficiency, and by various disability categories for
students with disabilities.

ABCs Pilot

In Section 8.36 of the special provisions in the 1999 Budget, the General Assembly
required the State Board of Education to establish a pilot program in up to five LEAs “for
the purpose of determining whether revisions in the present accountability model are
likely to result in more students demonstrating mastery of grade level subject matter and
skills.” The ABCs Pilot Program will be implemented starting with the 2000-2001

school year. For each participating school, additional ABCs awards will be contingent on
meeting growth standards in each of ten groups of students: American Indian; Asian;
Black; Hispanic; White; Other (including multi-racial); students eligible for free/reduced
price lunches; students not eligible for free/reduced price lunches; students whose pretest
scores were in Level VIl in reading or mathematics; students whose pretest scores were in
Level IIVIV in reading or mathematics.

Title I
There are federal requirements for reporting that are relevant to the construction of a
minority achievement report card. Specifically, Title I requires that states receiving Title

I funds

... enable results to be disaggregated within each State, local education agency, and school by
gender, by each major racial and ethnic group, by English proficiency status, by migrant status, by



students with disabilities as compared to nondisabled students, and by economically
disadvantaged students as compared to students who are not economically disadvantaged.
[Section 1111(b)(3)(I) as reported in the March 1999 Title I Handbook, p. F-108]

Furthermore, Title I requires each local education agency receiving funds to

... publicize and disseminate to teachers and other staff, parents, students, and the community, the
results ... of all schools ... in individual school performance profiles that include statistically
sound disaggregated results as required by section 1111(b)(3)() [March 1999 Title I Handbook,
p. F-117]

First in America

In his 1999 State of the State Address, Governor Jim Hunt challenged North Carolinians
to make our schools First in America by 2010. The Governor directed the North Carolina
Education Research Council to design and issue an annual Progress Report and Report
Card on the state’s progress toward the First in America goals. One of the targets of the
First in America report is that North Carolina will eliminate the minority achievement
gap as measured by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), the North
Carolina End-of-Grade (EOG) and End-of-Course (EOC) tests. The first Report Card is
scheduled to be issued in the fall of 2000.

Testing and Accountability Context

The North Carolina testing program is designed so that most test data can be
disaggregated by numerous categories, including the racial/ethnic group of students.
Currently, test data are routinely disaggregated by racial/ethnic category (and several
other categories) for all state level as well as district level reports generated by DPL
School level reporting by DPI is currently limited to the results of the ABCs. DPI has not
routinely produced school level reports disaggregated by racial/ethnic or other categories
due to the volume of information involved.

Design of the Minority Achievement Report Card

It is clear that existing statutory and administrative initiatives already address minority
achievement to some extent. The most expeditious means of accomplishing a minority
achievement report card for schools may be to expand the existing Volume II report of the
ABCs.

For example, currently two to three pages of disaggregated results are provided for the
state, each LEA and charter school in Volume II of the ABCs teporting. (See the
examples for the state in the appendix of this report.) Volume I is typically about 400-
500 pages in length and is disseminated primarily electronically via the department’s
website. The full report can be accessed on the website at:

http://www .ncpublicschools.org/accountability/reporting/index.html.



Volume II could be expanded to provide similar information (see appendix) for all
schools. This could meet the requirement for a minority achievement report card, and
would be consistent with other efforts to report disaggregated data. However, this would
mean that the report could be expansive and that the minority achievement data would be
reported along with data for many other groups (gender, students with disabilities, etc.)

Conclusion

The DPI and the SBE conclude that an existing report (e. g., A Report Card for the ABCs
of Public Education, Volume II) can be expanded to report results by school. Data from
the 2000-01 school year could serve as a baseline database for the first such report, which
could be released in the 2001-02 school year to satisfy the requirement of Session Law
2000-67. The results for racial/ethnic groups would be readily discernible in the report,
as they are now for school districts and the state.

After obtaining input from the Advisory Commission on Raising Achievement and
Closing Gaps, a specific recommendation will be made to the General Assembly.



APPENDIX

Sample Page from

A Report Card for the ABCs of Public Education, Volume II



w




66/.¢/60

Lyl
61€
1244
b'v6
ey
Vie
b'9e
9'/6
§0¢
¥ oe
6¢

gl
98l
¢09
109
¥'SS
1’69
629
005
8¢
's9
ey

1'09

aysodwo) gy SAIshygd  @dUBS  fyjswoas

"soewraLgew pue Buipeas apeit-jo-pus Joj sjqejiere Ajuo ) Zjep Youn paonpay/eald *,8Hsodwog, Joj PALIGUICO SJO0IqNS [ Ul SUSPMIS SAL UBY) JOMa) Joj payodal jou gjeq "SJUSPNS aAY Uey) 1oma) 10} pajiodal Jou leq ,

(A4
6'9¢
L'l6
S0y
9ve
€0€
iy
652
692
0¢

v'0E
¥ol
oly
1’66
S8y
¥'09
+'09
(444
¥'6¢
L'8S
§'62

0'1g

N

889
L8
¥98
£'€8

005
A

§¢CL

G'/8

v
98,
0001
89/,
61
0'€9
6y
8l
G'9e

0¢L

0'€e
(474
096
o'ov
00e
g'9¢e
865
6'eC
v'oe
9'¢

€8t
691
9¢s
L'8S
§'Sh
089
€19
Ly
gle
8'¢s
9¥e

LSS

[eaishud

(A
ocy
6
90§
1’99
1'eq
(A4
8'es
Sy
€5

cey
ooy
£'66
e
WA
0'69
0'v9
005
€0t
19
e

¥8s

0'5¢ see
a6 1'ee
£'86 §'¢6
(A4 €8¢
gle 0'se
vee 862
RTINS &
Sl cél
9'6e g6t
1’9 1'e
Sor oy
902 vH
29 £'t9
949 v'05
(73 6'vS
04L ¢'s9
669 §'ss
IYAY el
¥ov 28¢
%9 1’65
89y Viy
V9 9%
Sd13  Ihysibu3

G'ee
Ly
1’66
coe
£'ee
L'vE
L'eg
9'8¢
8¢
0c

£1E
€6l
669
¥'65
b'4S
1473
¥ol
505
844
099
99y

99

09y
G'lS
1’68
¥'09
'y
1414
L'99
S'19
LS
L9y
008
¥'.S
€79
LGy
€19
899
00§
vie
£'69
9'.€

§09

%74
oy
296
§'6E
g'ee
LTe
9GS
6'6¢
6'6¢
£e
1 4%
£l
695
6'8S
616
6'69
209
96y
£l
<09
44

L'lS

lysibuz  Aysiwayy Abojoig

£'65
906
906
209
0'6L
L'ty
A
il
(44
£ee
(Y44
g'cs
v'8s
L'6S
[4'14
€99
0'¢s
[4%]
09¢
Sl
€ve

0'65

|1 egaby

€99
0’6y
96
144
1474
Oty
§¥S
4
'ob
¥6
[4:1
1414
899
69
€18
L€l
G'/9
e9
14°14
68
v'vs

¥'59

iy
g'6s
926
(A4
(315
G'6¢
009
69y
8¢
80l
7]
LT
€L
9€9
€19
19,
0L
1'i9
€86
592
8¢9

€0.

9'8.
%14
09
1’66
144
}'8¢
1244
609
[4%4
oL
6§

4]
6'G¢
L6
G'GL
Ss
198
8l
099
0'65

9/l

6'6.

66

<89
G/8
'S8
199
b'¥9
608
9'99

66,

jeigably Bugupy sonewayepy Buipesy

J1dNVS

JIl 19487 2A0QY 10 Jy SjUepN}S Jo Juadlag

looyos Aq sonsiiels dnoibigng 8sn0-jo-pus pue apeis-jo-pug
66—8661 |l SWNIOA uoleanp3 dijqnd Jo sOgYy 8y} Jo} pie) poday v

Youn paonpay/eald

Jusjolold ysibuz papwin

#0G uoyoss

payio) Ajleojwspeoy
suoneoyissel) |euondsax3 Joyi0
pasnfu] uleig onewnes |

pajeduw yjesH 1ay10

pasedw Ajjensip

panedw) abenbue-yoeads
pajqesiq buiwes oyivads
paddeoipueH A|jejuayy 9|qeanp3
pasiedw Buuesy

paddeoipuei Ajeuonow3-A[eloireysg

djews
SeN

BYio

UM
[eroey-HnN
oluedsiy

oelg

ueisy

UB|pU| Uesuawy

Suspnis 11y
Jelgng

[00YIS Z)-Y |duies  :aWeN [00yog



"
-~

3




