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INTRODUCTION

The schools of North Carolina are working to provide the best possible educational services they
currently can while seeking constantly to improve. The Department of Public Instruction is
committed to assisting our schools. Each school system’s dropout rate is one of the measures of
success in the move toward educating all children, and each public school in North Carolina
continues to make progress in its own way towards this goal.

Local systems with the support of the Department have focused on keeping students enrolled in
the face of historically high dropout rates in North Carolina and the Southeast. The ABCs Pro-
gram for school reform makes assistance available to all schools in North Carolina; measures of
accountability show that this assistance is improving teaching and learning in classrooms
throughout the state. As the ABCs help make schools more effective for all students, those who
might leave will more likely stay.

The dropout rate is a key indicator of school success; unfortunately, the numbers indicate that we
are continuing to lose too many students. The future of our state and nation demands that all
children be educated. So long as we believe this is their best preparation for becoming active
citizens, we must not give up hope on any child or teen.

This book presents self-reported data on dropouts during 2000-01. Local systems collect these
data which are not audited by the Department but are checked for discrepancies. We intend that
these data should provide a baseline for designing and implementing programs that meet the
needs of at-risk school membership. As in past years, the demographic analysis is based on a
duplicated count of dropouts, collected by the National Center for Education Statistics, which
counts each incident of dropping out. For example, if a student dropped out in 1999-00 only to
return and drop out again in 2000-01, he/she is counted twice or duplicated. However, if he/she
drops out twice in the same school year, he/she is not counted twice.

A chart appears in the back of this edition which logs local school system data by rate and
number for the years 1988-89 through 1997-98. If a system has undergone consolidation, its
rates and numbers may be compared before and after the merger. By also using the chart starting
on page five, rates and numbers may be compared for each year in the last thirteen years. The
striking increase in the dropout rate beginning in 1998-99 can be largely attributed to a
change in counting policy. Students who transfer from high school to community college
are now counted as a dropout where they previously were not. Therefore useful compari-
sons among the three most recent years and the years before are rendered difficult, at best,
by this change in policy.

As an important footnote, local boards have discretionary money to spend on dropout prevention
through PRC 69. Each board, advised by its educators, decides how to apply its money to meet
local needs (House Bill 6, ratified July, 1995: School Flexibility/Accountability). These funds
are not categorical, freeing this Department from the burden of oversight while placing tremen-
dous responsibility on the county or city system. It is our hope that the data in this book will aid
North Carolina educators as they measure progress in meeting those responsibilities.
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One of the most informative graphs is shown below and presents that part of each gender/racial grouy
which drops out in grades 1-12. Close study of this graph indicates that males are the meore at risk in
each racial group except Hispanics.

Percent of Each Race/Gender Group in Grades 1-12 Who Dropped Out

2000-01
Percent of Membership in Grades
1-12 Who Dropped Out
Total 1-12 Dropouts = (23,034)
Total Student Population = (1,169,152)
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More attention needs to be paid to the disaggregated data shown in the graph above. These data may
suggest re-focusing programs to address the needs of specific populations.

* (as a percent of total student population, grades 1-12)
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Public Schools of North Carolina

1998-99, 1999-00, and 2000-01 Dropout Data for Grades 7-12
(Duplicated Counts and Rates for LEAs and Charter Schools,
Excluding Expelled Students Per G.S. 115C-12(27))

1998-99 1999-00 2000-01
LEA Local Education Agency 7-12 Dropouts 7-12 Dropouts 7-12 Dropouts
No. Or Charter School Numbers |Rates [Numbers |Rates [Numbers |Rates
01A |LAKESIDE CHARTER 2| 6.56 = = o =
01B |RIVER MILL CHARTER * o s * 3| 2.58
010 |ALAMANCE-BURLINGTON 418 4.75 443| 4.82 388| 4.02
020 [ALEXANDER COUNTY ™ 152| 6.35 108| 4.53 90| 3.71
030 |ALLEGHANY COUNTY 21] 3.12 28| 4.34 15| 2.38
040 |ANSON COUNTY 159| 7.76 132| 6.54 95 4.71
050 |ASHE COUNTY 98| 6.12 84| 5.39 53| 3.46
06B |CROSSNORE ACADEMY CHRTR * ! b 5| 10.99 5| 10.99
060 |AVERY COUNTY 67| 6.06 54 5.11 32|. 3.09
070 |BEAUFORT COUNTY 148| 4.38 172| 5.05 159| 4.66
080 |BERTIE COUNTY 105/ 5.85 70| 4.02 69| 4.00
090 |BLADEN COUNTY 81| 3.21 77| 3.09 81| 3.25
100 |[BRUNSWICK COUNTY 211 4.74 263| 5.80 214 4.62
110 |BUNCOMBE COUNTY 522| 4.61 559| 4.87 457| 3.94
111 |ASHEVILLE CITY 88| 4.58 76| 3.99 67| 3.53
120 |BURKE COUNTY 414 6.68 296| 4.73 223| 3.45
130 |[CABARRUS COUNTY 310| 3.78 311] 3.67 272| 3.08
132 [KANNAPOLIS CITY 62| 3.49 81| 4.30 65| 3.40
140 |CALDWELL COUNTY 216 4.08 230| 4.23 218| 3.92
150 |CAMDEN COUNTY 23| 3.63 38| 5.88 28| 4.31
16A |CAPE LOOKOUT CHARTER 31| 24.12 37| 26.71 36| 26.09
160 |CARTERET COUNTY 174 4.16 177| 4.22 154 3.71
170 |CASWELL COUNTY ‘76| 4.73 81| 4.89 40 2.46
180 |CATAWBA COUNTY 294| 4.21 288| 3.98 268| * 3.60
181 |HICKORY CITY 120 6.29 143| 7.04 124 5.92| -
182 [NEWTON-CONOVER CITY 19| 1.57 23| 1.88 32| 2.61
19B [WOODS CHARTER L2 2.2 * * 5 5.99
190 |CHATHAM COUNTY 129 4.38 160 5.17 161/ 5.00
20A |THE LEARNING CENTER CHRTR * * * B 1] 9.09
200 |CHEROKEE COUNTY 74| 4.53 62| 3.75 65| 3.87
210 |[EDENTON/CHOWAN 31| 2.56 43| 3.54 35| 2.90
220 |CLAY COUNTY 23| 3.53 36| 5.48 25| 3.93
230 |CLEVELAND COUNTY 188| 4.82 137 3.47 147 3.61
231 |KINGS MOUNTAIN CITY 105| 5.53 97| 5.09 104/ 5.23
232 |SHELBY CITY 67| 5.02 58| 4.40 57| 4.25
240 |COLUMBUS COUNTY 159 4.51 190| 5.39 158 4.61
241 |WHITEVILLE CITY *** 62| 4.87 55| 4.30 49| 3.80
250 |CRAVEN COUNTY 294| 4.46 300 4.53 310| 4.68
260 |CUMBERLAND COUNTY 994| 4.33 803| 3.46 737 3.12
CURRITUCK COUNTY 79| 5.29 89| 5.81 60| 3.89

270




Public Schools of North Carolina

1998-99, 1999-00, and 2000-01 Dropout Data for Grades 7-12
(Duplicated Counts and Rates for LEAs and Charter Schools,
Excluding Expelled Students Per G.S. 115C-12(27))

1998-99 1999-00 2000-01
LEA Local Education Agency 7-12 Dropouts 7-12 Dropouts 7-12 Dropouts
No. Or Charter School Numbers |Rates |Numbers |Rates [Numbers |[Rates
280 |DARE COUNTY 82 3.94 83| 3.85 103| 4.60
290 |DAVIDSON COUNTY 329 3.86 329| 3.79 411| 4.64
291 |LEXINGTON CITY 69 5.15 63| 4.75 73| 5.60
292 [THOMASVILLE CITY 35 3.99 33| 3.78 28| 3.02
300 [DAVIE COUNTY 95 4.02 90| 3.66 85| 3.36
310 |DUPLIN COUNTY 148 4.01 138| 3.67 176| 4.58
32D |KESTREL HEIGHTS CHARTER * * * * 7] 5.00
320 |DURHAM COUNTY *** 698 548 543| 4.25 425| 3.26
330 |[EDGECOMBE COUNTY 194 542 208| 5.84 184| 5.25
340 |FORSYTH COUNTY 929 4.95 843| 4.37 739 3.72
350 |FRANKLIN COUNTY ** 159 4.94 205|. 6.06 147 4.31
360 |GASTON COUNTY 816 5.91] - 707 5.10 635 4.49
370 [GATES COUNTY 42| 4.32 50| 5.08 33| 3.41
380 |[GRAHAM COUNTY 47 8.47 20( 3.82 27| 4.92
390 |GRANVILLE COUNTY 137] 4.1 186 5.41 152| 4.29
400 |GREENE COUNTY 45 3.28 68| 4.91 68| 4.98
410 |GUILFORD COUNTY *** 1,163 4.30 1,104| 3.99 747| 2.64
420 [HALIFAX COUNTY 98| 3.58 138 5.01|. 113| 4.16
421 |ROANOKE RAPIDS CITY 42 3.05 53| 3.86 66| 4.64
422 |WELDON CITY 18] 3.28 16| 3.36 13| 2.79
430 |HARNETT COUNTY 322| 4.80 365| 5.15 361 4.92
440 |[HAYWOOD. COUNTY 152| 4.40 144 4.12 151| 4.22
450 [HENDERSON COUNTY 235 4.42 209| 3.88 202 3.66
460 [HERTFORD COUNTY 78 3.92 111] 5.65 67| 3.57
- 1470 |[HOKE COUNTY 129| 4.97 165/ 6.35 141| 5.44
480 |HYDE COUNTY ** 18 5.12 18| 5.59 7 2.34
490 |IREDELL-STATESVILLE 437 6.14 329| . 4.53 319 4.19
491 |MOORESVILLE CITY 75|  4.31 60| 3.32 83| 4.35
500 [JACKSON COUNTY 75| 4.38 68| 3.99 64| 3.75
510 |JOHNSTON COUNTY 391 4.84 373] 4.39 366| 4.09
520 |JONES COUNTY 28| 4.22 24| 3.75 23| 3.67
530 |LEE COUNTY 192 5.10 181 4.71 224 5.61
540 |LENOIR COUNTY 266 5.61 256| 5.44 214 4.59
550 |LINCOLN COUNTY 236] 4.94 247] 5.0 181 3.58
560 [MACON COUNTY 73 3.82 92| 4.70 85| 4.34
570 |MADISON COUNTY 53] 4.59 37| 3.26 47| 4.09
580 [MARTIN COUNTY 99| 4.38 109 4.86 85| 3.93
590 |MCDOWELL COUNTY 123 4.33 156 5.42| 145 5.03
60C |[KENNEDY CHARTER 8| 24.24 * N % *
1600 |MECKLENBURG COUNTY 2,401 5.50 2,133| 4.76 1,909 4.1




Public Schools of Nerth Carolina

1998-99, 1999-00, and 2000-01 Dropout Data for Grades 7-12
(Duplicated Counts and Rates for LEAs and Charter Schools,
Excluding Expelled Students Per G.S. 115C-12(27))

1998-99 1999-00 2000-01

LEA Local Education Agency 7-12 Dropouts 7-12 Dropouts 7-12 Dropouts
No. Or Charter School Numbers |Rates |[Numbers |Rates [Numbers |[Rates
610 |MITCHELL COUNTY 21 1.92 25| 2.24 23| 2.03
620 |[MONTGOMERY COUNTY 98 4.93 109 5.40 75| 3.80
630 |MOORE COUNTY 155 3.20 175 3.48 168| 3.24
640 |NASH-ROCKY MOUNT *** 461 5.84 436| 5.51 406| 5.06
650 [NEW HANOVER COUNTY 429 4.36 393 3.95 377 3.71
660 |[NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 74| 4.29 83| 4.92 70| 4.27
670 |ONSLOW COUNTY 410 4.23 432] 4.45 362| 3.73
680 |ORANGE COUNTY 94 3.51 83| 3.05 94| 3.37
681 |CHAPEL HILL- CARRBORO CITY 62 1.54 32| 0.75 57| 1.25
690 |PAMLICO COUNTY 37 3.90 35| 3.70 27| 2.91
700 [PASQUOTANK COUNTY 148 5.21 134 4.75 136| 4.73
710 [PENDER COUNTY 101 3.60 143| 4.96 83| 3.17
720 |PERQUIMANS COUNTY 65 5.94 54| 5.92 44| 4.90
730 |[PERSON COUNTY 118 4.62 110| 4.24 114 4.31
740 |PITT COUNTY 436| 4.96 448| 5.02 434| 4.76
750 |POLK COUNTY 15 1.55 191 1.91 27| 2.57
760 |RANDOLPH COUNTY 436 6.04 409| 5.50 314 4.07
761 |ASHEBORO CITY 108 6.12 84| 4.71 85| 4.57
770 |RICHMOND COUNTY 172 4.85 163| 4.61 156 4.35
780 |ROBESON COUNTY 706 6.65 735| 6.86 776 7.23
790 |ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 359 5.51 240| 3.72 269| 4.08
800 |ROWAN-SALISBURY 401 4.40 406 4.37 356| 3.75
810 |[RUTHERFORD COUNTY 166 3.78 270/ 6.09 229 5.20
820 |SAMPSON COUNTY 131 4.06 85| 2.62 112| 3.34
821 [CLINTON CITY 44 3.82 58| 4.95 48| 4.04
83A [LAURINBURG CHARTER 22| 21.57 * * 51| 29.31
83B [LAURINBURG HOMEWORK CTR * * * * 8| 10.26
830 [SCOTLAND COUNTY 149| 4.87 169 5.51 131 4.28
840 [STANLY COUNTY 112 2.47 153| 3.29 140, 3.00
850 [STOKES COUNTY 107 3.32 147| 4.41 115/ 3.43
860 [SURRY COUNTY 189 5.24 164| 4.52 153 4.10
‘(861 |[ELKIN CITY 12| 2.56 7| 1.53 13| 2.74
862 |[MOUNT AIRY CITY 16 1.89 14| 1.67 29| 3.32
870 |SWAIN COUNTY 44 5.46 33| 4.03 38| 4.51
880 |TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY 79| 4.7 85| 4.44 85| 4.47
890 |TYRRELL COUNTY ** 11 2.85 8| 2.11 14| 3.77
900 |[UNION COUNTY 325 3.62 344| 3.63 296| 2.93
910 |VANCE COUNTY 224| 6.98 197| 6.07 164| 4.89
92C |BAKER CHARTER 20| 40.00 33| 49.25 31| 44.93




Public Schools of North Carolina

1998 99, 1999-00, and 2000-01 Dropout Data for Grades 7-12
(Duplicated Counts and Rates for LEAs and Charter Schools,
Excluding Expelled Students Per G.S. 115C-12(27))

1998-99

1999-00 2000-01

LEA Local Education Agency 7-12 Dropouts 7-12 Dropouts 7-12 Dropouts
No. Or Charter School Numbers |Rates |Numbers [Rates [Numbers |[Rates
920 [WAKE COUNTY 1,224 3.07 1,114] 2.69 1,038| 2.40
930 |WARREN COUNTY 72 4.85 116| 7.49 89| 5.82
940 [WASHINGTON COUNTY 38 3.36 33| 3.06 41| 3.88
950 [WATAUGA COUNTY 95 3.88 98| 3.98 76| 3.14
196D |WAYNE TECHNICAL ACADEMY 2 * N o 38( 23.53
960 |WAYNE COUNTY 355 4.02 284 3.24 305 3.46
970 |WILKES COUNTY 219  4.77 209 4.48 204| 4.32
980 |WILSON COUNTY 317 5.68 315 5.70 287| 5.28
980 [YADKIN COUNTY 85 3.34 94| 3.59 115| 4.33
995 |YANCEY COUNTY 50 4.50 47| 4.15 44| 3.80
999 [NORTH CAROLINA **/*** 25,567 4.60 24585 4.34 22,365| 3.86

* No dropouts were reported.

** Dropout data for 1999-00 were amended after the initial release of data in January, 2001.

*** Dropout data for 1998-99 were amended after the initial release of data in January, 2000.

Dropout counts were submitted and verified by the local school systems and charter schools.
NCDPI does not conduct audits to further determine the accuracy of these data.




Public Schools of North Carolina

1998-99, 1999-00, and 2000-01 Dropout Data for Grades 9-12
(Duplicated Counts and Rates for LEAs and Charter Schools,
Excluding Expelled Students Per G.S. 115C-12(27))

1998-99 1999-00 2000-01

LEA Local Education Agency 9-12 Dropouts 9-12 Dropouts 9-12 Dropouts
No. Or Charter School Numbers |Rates |Numbers [Rates |[Numbers [Rates
01A |LAKESIDE CHARTER 2 9.30 i i * *
01B |RIVER MILL CHARTER " * * " 3] 4.05
010 |ALAMANCE-BURLINGTON 407) 7.09 436| 7.31 379 6.11
020 |ALEXANDER COUNTY ™ 143| 9.14 103| 6.71 85| 5.44
030 |ALLEGHANY COUNTY 21 4.63 28| 6.29 15[ 3.61
040 |ANSON COUNTY 146/ 10.76 119] 9.09 84| 6.64
050 |ASHE COUNTY 97|  8.87 84| 7.91 53| 5.24
06B [CROSSNORE ACADEMY CHRTR * * 5[ 16.95 5[ 16.13
060 |AVERY COUNTY 67 9.00 54| 7.65 32| 4.74
070 [BEAUFORT COUNTY 136| 6.19 154| 6.95 145 6.57
080 |BERTIE COUNTY 101 8.30 70 6.00 69| 6.03
090 [BLADEN COUNTY - 80| 4.81 75| 4.64 76| 4.80
100 |BRUNSWICK COUNTY 201 6.97 253| 8.49 211| 7.03
110 [BUNCOMBE COUNTY 505/ 6.84 537 7.21 443| 5.91
111 [ASHEVILLE CITY 88| 6.62 75| 5.60 67| 5.00
120 |BURKE COUNTY 402| 10.09 289| 7.28 221) 542
130 [CABARRUS COUNTY 307 5.74 305| 5.48 270 4.66
132 [KANNAPOLIS CITY 59| 5.30 73| 6.20 59 4.83
140 [CALDWELL COUNTY 212  6.13 227| 6.43 216| 6.08
150 [CAMDEN COUNTY 23] 5.68 38/ 8.99 28| 6.40
16A |CAPE LOOKOUT CHARTER 31| 24.12 37| 26.71 36| 26.09
160 [CARTERET COUNTY 171 6.16 176/ 6.31 149 5.41
170 |CASWELL COUNTY 76| 7.30 81| 7.48 40 3.73
180 |CATAWBA COUNTY 287| 6.30 286/ 6.03 268| 5.54
181 |HICKORY CITY 116/ 9.39 138/ 10.50 122 8.94
182 |INEWTON-CONOVER CITY 18| 2.27 23| 2.85 32| 3.93
19B [WOODS CHARTER 2| 3.20 * s * 4/ 7.21
190 [CHATHAM COUNTY 129| 6.90 157 7.92 157 7.70
20A |THE LEARNING CENTER CHRTR * * * * 0 0.00
200 |CHEROKEE COUNTY 71 6.48 60| 5.49 61| 5.57
210 |EDENTON/CHOWAN 31 3.90 43| 5.34 35| 4.37
220 |CLAY COUNTY 23| 5.17 36| 7.86 25| 5.88
230 |CLEVELAND COUNTY 186 7.43 136| 5.48 144, 5.63
231 |KINGS MOUNTAIN CITY 99| 8.05 96| 7.81 97| 7.78
232 [SHELBY CITY 62| 7.19 53| 6.20 51| 5.94
240 |[COLUMBUS COUNTY 142|  6.21 175| 7.53 146| 6.47
241 |WHITEVILLE CITY *** 54| 6.69 51 6.13 44| 521
250 [CRAVEN COUNTY 284| 6.56 288| 6.62 294| 6.75
260 [CUMBERLAND COUNTY - 953| 6.38 765| 5.05 708 4.55
270 [CURRITUCK COUNTY . 79 8.14 89| 8.73 58| 5.72




Public Schools of North Carolina

1998-99, 1999-00, and 2000-01 Dropout Data for Grades 9-12

(Duplicated Counts and Rates for LEAs and Charter Schools,
Excluding Expelled Students Per G.S. 115C-12(27))

1998-99 1999-00 2000-01
LEA Local Education Agency 9-12 Dropouts 9-12 Dropouts 9-12 Dropouts
No. Or Charter School Numbers |Rates |Numbers |Rates |[Numbers [Rates
280 |DARE COUNTY 82| 6.00 82| 5.91 103|  7.22
290 |DAVIDSON COUNTY 317 5.74 314 5.53 392| 6.77
291 |LEXINGTON CITY 68 8.18 60| 7.17 73| 8.67
292 |[THOMASVILLE CITY 34 6.08 33| 5,99 27| 4.68
300 |DAVIE COUNTY 90| 5.86 90| 5.66 85| 5.17
310 |DUPLIN COUNTY 129| - 5.59 126| 5.32 160|. 6.54
32D |KESTREL HEIGHTS CHARTER * * * E 5| 943
320 |DURHAM COUNTY *** 681 8.24 502 6.08 391 4.63
1330 |EDGECOMBE COUNTY 175| - 7.40 201 8.55 181 7.94
340 |FORSYTH COUNTY 890| 7.15 813| 6.42 719 5.54
350 |FRANKLIN COUNTY ** 145| 7.25 186| 8.77 135| 6.35
360 |GASTON COUNTY 787 8.86 674 7.53 ' 606| 6.62
370 |GATES COUNTY 41 6.52 50| 7.53 33| 5.13
380 |GRAHAM COUNTY 40| 11.32 19 5.93 27| 7.93
390 [GRANVILLE COUNTY 125| 6.16]° 174 8.15 137| 6.16
400 |GREENE COUNTY 45 512 68| 7.28 68| 7.32
410 |GUILFORD COUNTY *** 1,120 6.40 1,070 5.97 710| 3.87
420 |HALIFAX COUNTY 98 5.31 133| 7.27 110 6.26
421 |ROANOKE RAPIDS CITY 42| 4.82 47| 5.29 57| 6.11
422 |WELDON CITY 15| 4.64 15| 4.87 13| 4.40
430 |HARNETT COUNTY 312 7.39 352| 7.83 340 7.30
440 |HAYWOOD COUNTY 152 6.71 142 6.23 148| 6.36
450 |[HENDERSON COUNTY 224 6.36 204, 574 . 197| 5.41
460 [HERTFORD COUNTY 78 577 109| 8.03 65| 5.05
470 |HOKE COUNTY 127 7.60 159 9.53 138| 8.29
480 |HYDE COUNTY ** 14| 6.02 18| 8.35 7| 3.56
490 |(IREDELL-STATESVILLE 424 9.10 326 6.91 310| 6.32
491 |MOORESVILLE CITY 70 6.19 58| 4.86 80| 6.32
500 |JACKSON COUNTY 75 6.52 67| 5.83 63| 5.41
510 |JOHNSTON COUNTY 356 7.05 336| 6.36 333|: 6.00
520 |JONES COUNTY 28 6.30 24| 5.65 23| 5.70
530 |LEE COUNTY 173 7.19 166| 6.71 207| 8.08
540 |LENOIR COUNTY 247 8.05 234| 7.61 195| 6.38
550 |LINCOLN COUNTY 236| 7.42 247| 7.61 178| 5.44
560 |MACON COUNTY 71 5.66 89| 6.97 82| 6.38
570 |MADISON COUNTY 53] 6.92 371 5.1 47| 6.41
580 |MARTIN COUNTY 95| 6.29 107 7.27 82| 587
590 |[MCDOWELL COUNTY 110 6.07 132| 7.24 128| 7.20
60C |KENNEDY CHARTER 7| 30.43 * E * B
600 |MECKLENBURG COUNTY 2,202 7.72 1,981] 6.82 1,729| 5.77

10




Public Schools of North Carolina

1998-99, 1999-00, and 2000-01 Dropout Data for Grades 9-12
(Duplicated Counts and Rates for LEAs and Charter Schools,
Excluding Expelled Students Per G.S. 115C-12(27))

1998-99 1999-00 2000-01

LEA Local Education Agency 9-12 Dropouts 9-12 Dropouts 9-12 Dropouts
No. Or Charter School Numbers |Rates |Numbers [Rates |[Numbers |Rates
610 |MITCHELL COUNTY 21) 2.95 25| 3.44 23| 3.7
620 |[MONTGOMERY COUNTY 92| 7.10 109] 8.14 75| 5.86
630 |MOORE COUNTY 153] 4.78 168, 5.15 162 4.81
640 |NASH-ROCKY MOUNT *** 410 7.97 399 7.74 370 7.15
650 [NEW HANOVER COUNTY 424| 6.37 390 56.83 369| 5.49
660 [NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 74| 6.39 83| 7.43 70| 6.52
670 |ONSLOW COUNTY 407 6.31 429 6.65 355| 5.56
680 |ORANGE COUNTY 94| 5.45 82| 4.73 94| 5.20
681 |CHAPEL HiLL- CARRBORO CITY 62| 2.35 32 1.15 57 1.92
690 |PAMLICO COUNTY 36| 5.38 34| 5.02 27| 4.12
700 [PASQUOTANK COUNTY 145 7.89 124| 6.86 132 7.17
710 |PENDER COUNTY 101 5.47 142| 7.62 93| 5.05
720 [PERQUIMANS COUNTY 63| 10.06 52| 8.62 43| 7.39
730 |PERSON COUNTY 116] 6.98 103| 6.30 113| 6.85
740 |[PITT COUNTY 430, 7.44 433|  7.38 - 422|  7.14
750 [POLK COUNTY 15| 2.50 19 3.00 27| 4.04
760 |RANDOLPH COUNTY 401 8.75 385 8.12 289 5.95
761 [ASHEBORO CITY 99| 8.91 83| 7.60 84| 7.33
770 |RICHMOND COUNTY 150 6.69 151 6.71 141 6.31
780 |ROBESON COUNTY 687| 9.76 719| 10.18 758 10.70
790 [ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 332 7.93 228/ 5.53 252| 5.96
800 |ROWAN-SALISBURY 380 6.43 398 6.61 343| 5.58
810 |RUTHERFORD COUNTY 166/ 5.82 270, 9.23 227|  7.91
820 |SAMPSON COUNTY 126| 6.13 78| 3.82 102] 4.91
821 [CLINTON CITY 44| 5.68 56| 7.19 - 43| 5.68
83A |LAURINBURG CHARTER 22| 21.57 * N 51| 29.31
83B [LAURINBURG HOMEWORK CTR ol n * * 8| 13.22
830 [SCOTLAND COUNTY 145 7.23 159| 7.93 130] 6.53
840 [STANLY COUNTY 107 3.68 149 4.92 132 4.37
850 |STOKES COUNTY 102| 4.85 144 6.54 113| 5.10
860 [SURRY COUNTY 187 7.83 162| 6.83 153| 6.42
861 |[ELKIN CITY 10| 3.06 6| 1.99 13| 4.14
862 [MOUNT AIRY CITY 16| 3.06 14| 2.60 29| 5.18
870 [SWAIN COUNTY 44| 7.98 33 6.1 38| 6.93
880 |TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY 75| 5.83 83| 6.38 83| 6.39
890 |TYRRELL COUNTY ** 10| 3.87 7| 2.84 14| 5.62
900 |UNION COUNTY 320/ 5.58 326 5.41 278| 4.38
910 [VANCE COUNTY 203| 10.19 178 8.79 143| 6.82
92C [BAKER CHARTER 20 40.00 33| 49.25 31| 44.93
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Public Schools of North Carolina

1998-99, 1999-00, and 2000-01 Dropout Data for Grades 9-12
(Duplicated Counts and Rates for LEAs and Charter Schools,
Excluding Expelled Students Per G.S. 115C-12(27))

1998-99 1999-00 2000-01

LEA Local Education Agency 9-12 Dropouts 9-12 Dropouts 9-12 Dropouts
No. Or Charter School Numbers |Rates |Numbers |Rates |Numbers [Rates
920 |WAKE COUNTY 1,203] 468 1,097 4.14 1,024 3.71
930 |[WARREN COUNTY 70| 7.35 112| 10.96 85| 8.55
940 |WASHINGTON COUNTY 35| 4.58 28| 3.86 38| 543
950 |WATAUGA COUNTY 95| 5.87 98| 6.01 76| 4.68
96D |WAYNE TECHNICAL ACADEMY * * : d 38| 23.53
960 |WAYNE COUNTY 342 5.95 281] 4.89 292| 5.09
970 |WILKES COUNTY 219 7.33 205 6.7 202| 6.42
980 |WILSON COUNTY 283| 7.84 285 7.89 255| 7.23
990 |YADKIN COUNTY 80| 4.93 91| 5.39 113| 6.52
985 |YANCEY COUNTY 47| 6.43 44| 595 42| 5.52
999 [NORTH CAROLINA **/*** 24,452| 6.78 23,587 6.42 21,368 5.71

*No dropouts were reported.

“*Dropout data for 1999-00 were amended after the initial release of data in January, 2001.

**Dropout data for 1998-99 were amended after the initial release of data in January, 2000.

Dropout counts were submitted and verified by the local school systems and charter schools.
NCDPI does not conduct audits to further determine the accuracy of these data.
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North Carolina School Membership and Dropouts
by Race and Gender, 2000-01*

Percentage of dropouts n = (23,034) grades 1-12

Percentage of total school membership n = (1,169,152) grades 1-12

WHITE | 31.94% (7,358)
MALES [ 31.52% (368,469
WHITE - 22.67% (5.222)
FEMALES | | 29.919% (349,733)
BLACK | 20.74% (4,777)
MALES , |15.66% (183,101)
BLACK | 14.13% (3.254)
FEMALES | 15.385 (179,846)
NATIVE | 1.48% (341)
AMERICAN
MALES 0.75% (8,766)
NATIVE | 1.17% (269)
AMERICAN{—T 0712 (8,401 _
g 0 H
FENILES « If the percentage of dropouts for each group
. 2.80% (634) were proportionate to thgt group’s percentage
MALES  217% (25.347) of membership, the white bar and shaded bar
for that group would be of equal length.
HISPANIC | | 2.77% (639)
FEMALES | 2.03% (23,741)
ASIAN | 0.92% (211)
MALES 0.97% (11,364)
ASIAN 0.53% (123)
RENMAEES 0.89% (10,384)

We did not attempt to graph multi-racial students. This group’s total membership is not available.
These bars are not to scale.
* for duplicated counts of dropouts in grades 1-12
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2000-01
GRADE LEVELS OF DROPOUTS*

Students in grades one through six accounted for 2.90% of all dropouts during 2000-01. As seen
in previous years, grade 9 continues to be the year when the largest number of students leave
school. Grade distributions are as follows:

e Grades 1-6 2.90%
* Grade 7 1.26%
¢ QGrade 8 3.07%
* Grade 9 34.08%
* QGrade 10 26.04%
e Grade 11 20.58%
* Grade 12 12.07%
2000-01 Dropouts
Grade Levels 1-12
n =23,034 [
40% —
= 7,850
35% — Sl
30% E
= (5,997)
25% —3
7 (4,740)
20% —
=
15% —
= (2,781)
10% —
5% —
37669 (706)
| e (291) 3.074
0o, D [
Grades Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

1-6

*for duplicated counts of dropouts in grades 1-12
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AGES OF DROPOUTS
2000-01

Students below the age of 16 comprised 17.31% of all dropouts during 2000-01. All students under
the age of 16 are subject to the compulsory attendance law (G.S 115C-378). Until such time as the
student reaches 16, LEAs are obligated to continue and document efforts to bring the students back
into the public school system or an appropriate alternative educational setting. Percentages for the

ages of dropouts are as follows:

» Below age 16 17.31%

- Agel6 29.66%
« Agel? 29.06%
. Agel8 18.10%
» Overage 19 1.05% .
Ages of Dropouts*
Grades 1-12
2000-01 % of Total Dropouts
\ n=23,034
[~
T
[~
7%, Ny
'_Lo_’. '\\\
'\ \
\ \\ 350/0
\ \\ 30%
\ \
\\\ o
\‘\\ o
\\\_\ e
\\ 10%
5%
Og,

*for duplicated counts of dropouts in grades | -12
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REASONS FOR DROPPING OUT

2000-01 ¢ Grades 1-12

Reasons Number | Percentage
» Total Attendance 12,907 56.03
« Moved, school status unknown 2,652 11.51
¢ Academic problems 1,956 8.49
 Enrollment in a Community College 1,610 6.99
» Choice of work over school 1,189 5.16
¢+ Failure to return after long-term suspension 756 3.28
 Discipline problems 527 2.29
* Pregnancy 267 1.16
o Incarcerated in adult facility 225 0.98
» Unstable home environment 209 0.91
* Runaway 207 0.90
» Need to care for children . 168 0.73
* Health problems 165 0.72
* Marriage 104 0.45
 Suspected substance abuse 58 0.25
* Employment necessary 34 0.15
23,034 100.00

Wherever possible, the reason for dropping out was the reason given by the student.

PREVIOUS DROPOUTS

Of the 2000-01 duplicated count of dropouts, 1,223, or 5.31%, had previously been reported as

dropouts. -
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