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The Southern Regional Education Board was created in 1948 as a compact for education.
The purpose of SREB’s interstate compact is “to provide services to member states, to
create ways to share resources, and to enable states to achieve together educational
programs and improvements that would be impossible of financially impractical for a
single state” (SREB Services and Programs, p. 1). SREB was developed at the request of
Southern leaders in business, education and government; it was the nation’s first compact
for education. There are 16 SREB states: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Florida,
Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia.

Over the years SREB has worked to improve every aspect of education — from early
childhood education to doctoral degrees and beyond. SREB states believe that they can
lead the nation in educational progress. That is the theme of the report approved by the
Southern Regional Education Board in 2002. Recently, SREB members announced 12
new goals. The 2002 Goals for Education: Challenge to Lead declares that education in
the South will seek not merely parity but leadership. Challenge to Lead describes a
cohesive system of education extending from the cradle to a lifetime of productive
citizenship.

The Academic Common Market has been in existence for almost thirty years. The 1974
Academic Common Market original compact states that “the purpose of the Academic
Common Market is to share between states academic degree programs located at southern
public colleges and universities. This is accomplished through an exchange of students
across borders at in-state rates” (Academic Common Market: Administrative Guidelines,
2002, p. 2). The Academic Common Market (ACM) supports existing degree programs
that have the capacity to serve additional students and “to provide access and encourage
movement across state lines for programs not available in a student’s home state”
(Guidelines, p 2).

It was in the spirit of sharing resources, encouraging efficiency, and providing access to
more educational opportunity for citizens that the Board of Governors endorsed
participation in the Academic Common Market Program of SREB. In response to the
BOG request, the 2001 General Assembly ratified the establishment of a pilot program
for participation in SREB’s Academic Common Market at the graduate level. Since this
is a pilot project, reports to the General Assembly are due by the end of December 2003
and by the end of January 2005. Participation by UNC in the Academic Common Market
past July 2005 must be ratified by the General Assembly.



The legislation established the criterion for selecting UNC programs for participation in
the ACM: “select for participation only those graduate programs that are likely to be
unique or are not commonly available in other Southern Regional Education Board
states.” The Office of the President invited UNC campuses to nominate programs for
participation. Using the National Center for Education Statistics’ database, the
Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), programs were reviewed
using the standard of whether there were six or fewer similar degree programs available
in public universities in the SREB states. That process resulted in the initial set of
programs accepted for participation. Either by request from a potential student or by
campus nomination, other programs are reviewed for addition to the approved inventory

of participating programs. The UNC graduate programs currently included in the ACM
inventory are listed in Appendix B.

Students who are residents of other SREB states and are accepted into a UNC ACM
program pay in-state tuition. Likewise, residents of North Carolina who are accepted in
out-of-state ACM programs pay in-state tuition for the appropriate SREB state.

In order to coordinate the University of North Carolina’s participation in the Academic
Common Market, the Office of the President appointed a ACM state coordinator and a
manager of the web site. UNC’s web site for the ACM was developed and continues to
be hosted by Research Triangle Institute.  Dr. Donna Benson was the original UNC-
ACM state coordinator, and Dr. Michelle Howard-Vital serves in the position now.
Morris Dean, a member of the Academic Planning Staff, serves as manager of the web
site.

Eleven of the sixteen constituent UNC institutions have elected to participate in the pilot
program at the graduate level. Participating campuses have a coordinator to serve as
campus liaison to the ACM program. Because of the graduate focus, campus
coordinators are often deans of the graduate school. Campus coordinators interact with
out-of-state students who want to participate in the ACM program. Additionally, campus
coordinators recommend certification of students for participation in ACM, communicate
with the campus’s business office regarding the tuition issues, and certify that students
are progressing through the program. In order to maintain an appropriate level of
participation in the ACM, campus coordinators also monitor the inventory of programs
available for ACM participation and may nominate new academic programs for inclusion
in the ACM inventory. The participating UNC institutions and their campus
coordinators are listed in Appendix A.

Thirty North Carolina residents have participated in graduate programs in other SREB
states under the ACM. Florida is the state that has received the most North Carolinians,
by far. Ten students are currently pursuing a L.L.M. degree in Taxation at the University
of Florida. Five students are pursuing graduate degrees in other fields at the University
of Florida. Eighteen residents from eight SREB states have participated in UNC
programs under the Academic Common Market. More detailed data on NC participants
are given in Appendix C and on participants from other states in Appendix D.



The Office of the President has monitored the program to maintain a balance between
North Carolina residents studying as ACM participants in other SREB states and
residents of other SREB states studying as ACM participants in North Carolina. We
developed a slot system that allocates four ACM slots per year per doctorate-granting
institution and two slots per year per master’s granting institutions. This flexible system
can be expanded for a particular campus, as was done for ASU when they had more
demand than slots. Yet it gives us some overall control for balancing incoming and
outgoing students. North Carolina citizens were allowed to participate one semester
before residents of other states so the overall balance favors North Carolina, but for year-
to-year comparison of participation both ways there is an overall balance.

This program is clearly providing opportunities both to North Carolina citizens and to
citizens of other SREB states for affordable educational programs not available in their
home state.



Appendix A. UNC-ACM Campus Coordinators
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UNC-ACM Campus Coordinators

North Carolina

Edelma Huntiey

SenlorAssoclate Dean of Graduate Studles
Appalachlan State University

BB Dougherty Administration Bldg.

PO Box 32068

Boone, NC 28608

Phona: 828-262-2130

Fax: 828-262-2709

Emall: huntisved@anpsiale adu '

Kenneth H. Murray

Assoclate Vice Chancellgr and Dean of Graduate
Studles

North Carolina Agricuitural and Technical State
University

1601 E. Market Street

Greensboro, NC 27411

Phone: 336-334-7220

Fax 336-334-7282

Email: kmurray @ncat eduy

Duane K Latlck

Assoclate Dean of the Graduate School
North Carolina State University

Peele Hall, Roomn 205

Campus Box 7102

Ralslgh, NC 27695-7102

Phone: 819-515-7461

Fax 919-515-2873

Emall:duzne larck@ncsyedy

Johnna Watson
Assistant Dean of the Graduate School for

Enraliment Management and Information Systems

University of North Carolina at Char!oita
9201 Unlversity City Blvd.

Charlotte, NC 28223

Phone: 704-687-3366

Fax 704-887-3279

Email: jwwalson @emallunce ey

Robert Roer

Dean of the Graduate Schoo|
University of North Carolina at Wilmington
601 8. College Road

Wilmington, NC 28403-5355

Phone: 910-962-4117

Fax 810-962-3767

Emall: mar@uncwiledy

Cecella L McDanlel

Director, Distance Learnlng
Winston-Salem State University
Anderson Center, G74
Winston-Salem, NC 27110
Phone: 336-750-2632

Fax: 336-750-3413

Emall: nedaniele §wssu.edy

Max Poole

Associate Dean oﬂhe Graduate
School

East Carolina University

131 Ragsdale Hall

Oreenville, NC 27858-4353
Phone: 252-328-601 2

Fax 252-328-6071

Emall: poolem @ mail ecy edy

Franklin Carver

Assoclate Vice Chancellor for
Unlversity Programs

North Carolina Central University
103 Hoey Administration Bldg.

PO Box 18758

Durham, NC 27707

Phone: 919-530-7371

Fax 819-530-7962

+ Email: fearver ®wpo nécu edy

Leslle Van Meter

Program Revlew/Student Services
Coordinator

Uniuarsny uf North Caralina at Chapel
Hill

Graduate School

Campus Box 4010, 204 Bynum Hall
Chapel Hill, NC 27599

Phone: 918-862-8145

Fax 918-966-4010

Emall: yanmetsr@yne edy

Rebecca Saunders

Assoclate Dean ofthe Graduate
School .
University of North Carolina at
Greenshoro

241 Mossman Bullding
Greensboro, NC 27402

Phone: 335-334-488{

Fax 338-334-4424
Emall: Agbacca Saunders@uncoedy

Abdul M. Turay

Dean ofResearch and Graduate
Sludles

Western Carolina Unrversity
HFR Administration 440
Cullowhes, NC 28723

Phone: 828-227-7398

Fax. 828-227-7480

Emall: aluray @wey edy
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Appendix C. ACM Participation by North Carolina Residents

North Carolina Residents Going Out-of-State as ACM Participants
Academic Common Market Certifications, through September 24, 2003

. Toward ) ‘ Yr/Term
No. _Enrolled in Program _ Degree  AtInstitution Inst, State] Starting
1 Emergency Management MP.A. Jacksonville State University AL 2002/Fa
2 Forensic Science M.S.F.S. University of Alabama at Birmingham AL 2003/Fa
3 Bus Admin conc in Supply Chain Mgmt MB.A. Florida State University FL 2002/Fa
4 Instructional Systems M.S. Florida State University FL 2002/5p
5 Mass Communications - Documentary M.A. University of Florida FL 2003/Fa
6 Political Science (Political Campaigning) M.A. University of Florida FL 2002/8p
7 Taxation 7 LLM. University of Florida FL 2002/Sp
8 Taxation . LLM. University of Florida FL 2002/8p
9 Taxation LLM. University of Florida FL 2002/8p|
10 Taxation LLM. University of Florida FL 2002/Sp
11 Taxation - LLM. University of Florida FL 2002/Sp
12 Taxation LLM. University of Florida FL 2002/Fa
13 Taxation . LLM. University of Florida EL 2003/Fa
14 Taxation LLM. University of Florida FL 2003/Fa
15 Taxation LLM. University of Florida FL 2003/Fa
16 Taxation LLM. University of Florida : FL 2003/Fa
17 Safety Management MPH. University of South Florida FL 2003/Su
18 Actuarial Science M.AS. Georgia State University GA 2002/Fa
19 Instruct & Admin cone in Instruct Sys Dsgn EdD..  University of Kentucky XY 2002/Fa
20 Clinical Lab Sciences (Cytology Option) M.S. - Medical University of South Carolina ' SC 2003/Fa
21 Educational Psychology and Research . PhD.  University of South Carolina 'SC 2003/su
22 Human Resources ' MHR. University of South Carolina Sc 2002/Fa
23 Nursing Science Ph.D. University of South Carolina SC 2003/Fa
24 Art History (Egyptian Art and Archaelogy) M.S. University of Memphis N 2002/8p
25 Ed (Ed Psych: Collaborative Learning) Ed.D. University of Tennessee at'Knoxville TN 2002/Fa
26 Human Ecology ) Ph.D. University of Tennessee at Knoxville TN 2003/Fa
27 Radiologic Administration; Education M.S. Midwestern State University - TX 2002/Fa
28 Radiologic Administration; Education M.S. Midwestern State University X 2003/Su
29 New Prof Studies (Organiz Learning Track) M.S. George Mason University VA 2003/Fa
30 Oceupational Therapy (Post-Professional) M.S. Virginia Commonweaith University VA 2002/5p

Appendix D. ACM Participation by Out-of-State Residents

Out-of-State Residents Coming to UNC Institutions as ACM Participants
Academic Common Market Certifications, through September 4, 2003

From Toward Yr/Term
No. State Enrolled In Graduate Program Degree At UNC Institution Starting
1 VA Appalachian Studies MA Appalachian State University 2002/Fa
2VA  Appalachian Studies MA , Appalachian State University 2002/Fa -
3KY  Appalachian Studies MA Appalachian State University 2003/Fa
4 TN  Appalachian Studies " MA Appalachian State University 2003/Fa
58C  Applied Physics MS Appalachian State University 2002/Fa
6 SC  Coastal Resources Management PhD East Carolina University 2002/Fa
7TX . Coastal Resources Management PhD East Carolina University 2003/Fa
8§ MD  Maritime Studies MA East Carolina University 2002/Fa
9MD  Maritime Studies - MA- East Carolina University 2003/Fa
10 MD  Music Therapy MM East Carolina University 2002/Fa
11DE  Health Behavior & Health Education MPH  UNC Chapel Hill 2003/Sp
12TN  Health Behavior & Health Education MPH UNC Chapel Hill 2003/Fa
13 VA Matemnal and Child Health - PhD UNC Chapel Hill 2003/Fa
14 AL . Geography (Community Planning) MA UNC Charlotte 2003/Fa
I5TN  Dance MA UNC Greensboro 2003/Fa
16 SC  Dance MFA UNC Greensboro 2002/Fa
17SC  Dance . . MFA UNC Greensboro 2002/Fa
18 TN  Nursing (Gerontology) MSN UNC Greensboro 2002/Fa
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