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North Carolina General Statute

§ 116-11 (10a)

(10a) The Board of Governors, the State Board of Community Colleges, and the
State Board of Education, in consultation with private higher education
institutions defined in G.S. 116-22(1), shall plan a system to provide an
exchange of information among the public schools and institutions of
higher education to be implemented no later than June 30, 1995. As used in
this section, "institutions of higher education” shall mean public higher
education institutions defined in G.S. 116-143.1(a)(3), and those private
higher education institutions defined in G.S. 116-22(1) that choose to
participate in the information exchange. The information shall include:

a. The number of high school graduates who apply to, are admitted to,
and enroll in institutions of higher education;
b. College performance of high school graduates for the year

immediately following high school graduation including each
student's: need for remedial coursework at the institution of higher
education that the student attends; performance in standard freshmen
courses; and continued enrollment in a subsequent year in the same
or another institution of higher education in the State;

C. The progress of students from one institution of higher education to
another; and
d. Consistent and uniform public school course information including

course code, name, and description.

The Department of Public Instruction shall generate and the local school
administrative units shall use standardized transcripts in an automated
format for applicants to higher education institutions. The standardized
transcript shall include grade point average, class rank, end-of-course test
scores, and uniform course information including course code, name, units
earned toward graduation, and credits earned for admission from an
institution of higher education. The grade point average and class rank shall
be calculated by a standard method to be devised by the institutions of
higher education.

The Board of Governors shall coordinate a joint progress report on the
implementation of the system to provide an exchange of information among
the public and independent colleges and universities, the community
colleges, and the public schools. The report shall be made to the Joint
Legislative Education Oversight Committee no later than February 15,
1993, and annually thereafter.
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ERSKINE B. BOWLES, President

Telephone: (919) 962-1000  Fax (919) 843-9695
E-mail: ebowles@northcarolina.edu

April 26, 2007

Dear Principal/Superintendent:

Enclosed are the North Carolina High School Feedback Reports, which consist of
reports on your 2004-2005 graduates who sought admission to a UNC institution
in the fall of 2005. The first report, the Freshmen Applications Report (FAR),
shows the number of applications submitted to each UNC institution by your
graduates. The second report, the Freshmen Performance Report (FPR), presents
summary data on the academic performance of your graduates in their freshman
year (2005-2006). Both reports have been prepared in accordance with the
requirements of Senate Bill 43, enacted by the 1989 session of the General
Assembly and amended by the 1992 session. Each report includes FAR and FPR
tables for your high school(s) and additional tables to permit comparisons with
graduates of all public high schools in the local school district and in the state.
The FPR also contains a table summarizing the academic performance of all UNC
freshmen, including those who graduated from private or out-of-state high schools.

The data in these reports are not all self-explanatory, and for those not already
familiar with them, we have included an “Explanatory Narrative” for each report
to assist in interpreting the data. Please read them carefully. Keep in mind that the
institutions of the University of North Carolina are diverse with respect to their
missions, programs, and practices, and this diversity is manifest in the data. For
example, freshmen at NCA&T, NC State University, and UNCC typically take
more courses, at a higher level, in mathematics than freshmen at other UNC
institutions because of the large enrollments in engineering and technical programs
offered by these institutions. Since grades in mathematics tend to be lower than in
other subjects, the overall grade point average of freshmen at these institutions
may be lower than at other institutions, everything else being equal. Similarly,
variations in general education requirements and in options for satisfying them
explain some of the variation in course-taking patterns among the institutions.

During this sixteenth year of reporting, you or your colleagues may have
additional questions about your report or its interpretation. If your questions relate
to the accuracy of data, they should be referred to Mrs. Diana Haywood at (919)
962-4548. If your questions relate to the format, content, calculations, or
distribution of the report, they should be referred to Dr. Robert Kanoy at (919)
962-4907. If your questions relate to institutional policies and practices at a
particular institution, they should be referred to the Director of Institutional
Research at the institution in question. Their names and telephone numbers are
attached for your information.
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The third report, the supplemental report on retention, graduation, and persistence (RGP),
provides data on the long-term retention, graduation, and persistence of your graduates. It
provides two-year follow-up data on fall 2003 and fall 2004 matriculants and five-year
follow-up data on fall 2000 and fall 2001 matriculants. Each public high school in the state
is receiving the supplement and will be able to compare the long-term performance of its
graduates with those of the school district taken as a whole, all public high school
graduates taken as a whole, and all UNC freshman matriculants taken as a whole. As you
review these data, please keep in mind that the most recent class of students we can track is
determined by the length of time in the tracking period and the semester when we check on
the status of students. Thus, the most recent five-year follow-up of freshmen as of the fall
2006 semester will be based on freshmen who entered in the fall of 2001.

The North Carolina High School Feedback reports can be found on the University’s web
site, at http://www.northcarolina.edu/content.php/assessment/reports/student_info.htm,

As always, we welcome your comments and suggestions for improving these reports, and
we thank you for your interest in them and your commitment to educational improvement.

Sincerely,

E,, PN /31«6.._
Erskine Bowles
Enclosures

cc: Ms. Diana Haywood
Dr. Robert Kanoy



Institution

Director of Institutional Research

Tel. No.

APPALACHIAN STATE UNIVERSITY
EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY
ELIZABETH CITY STATE UNIVERSITY
FAYETTEVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY
N.C. A & T STATE UNIVERSITY

N.C. CENTRAL UNIVERSITY

N.C. SCHOOL OF THE ARTS

N.C. STATE UNIVERSITY
UNC-ASHEVILLE

UNC-CHAPEL HILL
UNC-CHARLOTTE
UNC-GREENSBORO
UNC-PEMBROKE
UNC-WILMINGTON

WESTERN CAROLINA UNIVERSITY

WINSTON-SALEM STATE UNIVERSITY

Bobby Sharp
Claudia McCann
Nekeesha Ferebee
Ivan Walker
Robert Ussery
Sandra E. Davis
Geri Cochran
Karen P. Helm
Archer Gravely
Lynn E. Williford
Steve Coppola
Sarah Carrigan
Beverly King

Lisa Castellino
Raymond Barclay

Dana Dalton

828/262-4090
252/328-9495
252/335-3414
910/672-1811
336/334-7797
919/530-6314
336/770-1457
919/515-6648
828/232-5118
919/962-1339
704/687-2431
336/256-0397
910/521-6295
910/962-3520
828/227-7239

336/750-2110
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EXPLANATORY NARRATIVE FOR THE 2005 FRESHMEN APPLICATIONS REPORT (FAR)

Introduction

This report summarizes data on 2004-05 high school graduates who applied for admission as freshmen to a UNC institution in the
fall of 2005. It presents data on acceptance rates and enrollment rates for applicants grouped by race and gender. The front side of the
report contains counts of applications, acceptances, and enrollees at each institution. The back side eliminates the double counting
caused by applicants who apply to more than one UNC institution. It presents data on applicants, rather than applications, and presents
counts of graduates who applied to more than one UNC institution.

This report is a companion to the 2005 Freshmen Performance Report (FPR) which tracks the academic performance of recent -
high school graduates in their first year of coursework. Like the FPR, it contains summary reports on high school graduates from each
North Carolina public school district and from all North Carolina public high schools taken together. These reports permit
comparisons of individual high school data with school district and state level data.

Protecting Students' Rights to Privacy ' v
To protect students' rights to privacy, acceptance rates presented on line "b" of the front side of the report show an asterisk (*)

whenever the number of applications to a particular institution shown in line "a" is equal to one or two. Similarly, asterisks are shown
on lines 2a, 3a, 3b, 6, and 7 of the back side of the report whenever the number of applicants shown on lines 2, 3, and 4 are equal to
one or two.

Note about Race Categories
Race/ethnic categories used by the University of North Carolina include an "other race/ethnic" category that is not used by North

Carolina public schools. The incongruity results from differences in federal reporting standards applicable to the two sectors. The
symbol "NA" is used in data cells in which public school data are not available for graduates in the "other race/ethnic” category.

Front Side: Applications
Only applications that are sufficiently complete to permit an admissions decision are included in data on applications,

acceptance rates, and enrollments.

Back Side: Applicants
Line 1, "Number of graduates", and lines 10 and 11, "Number (and Percent) of graduates intending to enroll at a UNC

institution" are drawn from SDPI data on high school graduate intentions. All other data are drawn from University records.

EXPLANATORY NARRATIVE FOR THE
RETENTION, GRADUATION, AND PERSISTENCE (RGP) REPORT

This report provides a three- and five-year follow-up of students who entered a UNC institution in the fall term following high
school graduation. Like the FAR and FPR reports, it contains summary reports for each NC public high school, each NC public high
school district, all NC public high schools combined, and all high schools (public, private, and out-of-state) combined. The total
number of freshmen in 2004 (line 1) represents the count of fall freshmen at each UNC institution who graduated in 2003-04 from a
given high school. Lines 2-4 give the percentage of students who returned in the fall of 2006 and are calculated in lines 2-4 using line
1 as the denominator. Note, that this does not necessarily represent continuous enrollment. Line 3 indicates the percentage of students
in line 1 who enrolled in the fall of 2006 with a GPA of 2.0 or better, and line 4 indicates the percentage who enrolled in the fall of
2006 with a GPA of 2.0 or better and had completed 60 or more credit hours with passing grades.

Likewise, line 5 presents the count of fall freshmen in 2001 who graduated from a given high school in 2000-01. All
percentages calculated in lines 6 and 7 use line 5 as the denominator. Line 6 indicates the percentage who graduated by fall 2006.
Line 7 reports the percentage who persisted (the percentage who were still enrolied in fall 2005 or bad graduated by fall 2006).

For your information and use, we have also included the previous year’s RGP report.

Protecting Students’ Rights to Privacy
To protect students’ rights to privacy, if two or fewer students are reported in a given cell, the count of students is shown but no

other data for these students at that institution are given. This practice ensures that the report may be used as a public document.

UNC-GA ProgAssess/FAR.AR001.U/4-5-07
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EXPLANATORY NARRATIVE FOR THE 2005-06 FRESHMEN PERFORMANCE REPORT (FPR)

Introduction

This report is an analysis of 2004-05 high school graduates who attended a UNC institution in the fall semester of 2005. It
presents summary data on students’ first-year grades, initial course placement, and end-of-year academic status. The period covered
is the first summer session of 2005 through the spring semester of 2006.

Each North Carolina public high school is receiving a packet that includes the report on its 2004-05 graduates and three other
groups:

1. the graduates of all public high schools in its school dlstnct

2. the graduates of all public high schools in North Carolina; and

3. the graduates of all public and private high schools, in- and out-of-state.

These three reference group reports are intended to permit performance comparisons between graduates of an individual high school
and those covered by the report. All reports follow the same format. The title indicates the group being described.

The purpose of the report is to provide feedback to principals and school superintendents on the academic performance of their
graduates during their freshman year at a UNC institution. The content and format of the report follow recommendations made by a
representative group of North Carolina public school superintendents. Data from the North Carolina School of the Arts are not
reported in either report because of the small number of students attending that institution from any one high school.

Protecting Students’ Rights to Privacy
To protect students’ rights to privacy, data on freshman year performance are reported only when three or more students attend

~a UNC institution from a given high school. If two or fewer students attend any one institution, then the count of students is shown
on line 1 but no other data for that institution are given. This practice ensures that the report may be used as a public document.

Section A: Academic Status Summary (Lines 1-7)
Line 1 of this section presents the count of fall semester freshmen at each UNC institution who graduated within the previous

year from the high school or group of high schools named in the title. All percéntages calculated in sections A and B (but not C) use
this count as the denominator.

Lines 2 and 3 give the percentage of freshmen whose overall grade point average, calculated at the end of their last semester in
attendance, was greater than 2.0 (C) and 3.0 (B), respectively. Line 4 indicates the percentage who returned for the spring semester,
while line 5 indicates the percentage who returned for a second year in the fall semester of 2005. Line 6 indicates the percentage
who returned for the second year and had an overall grade point average of 2.0 or better. Line 7 indicates the percentage who
returned for the second year, had an overall grade point average of 2.0 or better, and had completed 30 or more credit hours with
passing grades in each course taken in the freshman year.

Section B: Initial Course Placement Recommendations and Initial Course Performance (Lines 8-16)

Each UNC institution has procedures for recommending initial course placement in English and mathematics. Although some
institutions do not test students for advanced placement, most do, so that students can be guided into the appropriate courses —
advanced, standard, or remedial. NCA&T, UNCC, UNCP, and UNCW do not use tests to determine advanced placement in English.
ECU, FSU, and NCCU do not use tests to determine placement into calculus,

In English, advanced placement (line 8) means that the student has demonstrated reading, writing, and communication skills
above those required in the standard freshman course in English Composition. In mathematics, advanced placement (line 11)
typically means that a student is ready to enroll in a calculus course. The standard first course in mathematics is usually a college
algebra or precalculus course, although some students take courses in finite mathematics, probability and statistics, or similar courses
not requiring calculus as a prerequisite (labeled “other math” on l/ine 13). Students with deficiencies in reading, writing, or
communication skills are placed in remedial English (/ine 10). Students with deficiencies in high school algebra skills are placed in
remedial mathematics (/ine 14). The percentage of freshmen who took one or more remedial courses is shown on line /6.

At most.institutions the percentage of freshmen who enrolled in one or more remedial courses (as reported in /ine 16) will not
equal the sum of those reported in remedial English (Tine 10) and remedial mathematics (/ine 14). There are several reasons for this.
First, some students will be placed in both remedial English and remedial mathematics. Such students are counted only once in /ine
16. Second, some students whose placement test scores are marginally above the cut-off for taking a remedial course -will
nevertheless choose to take a remedial course while others whose scores indicated a need for remedial work will choose to take the
standard course. Third, many students who were initially placed in regular English or mathematics courses are advised by their
instructors to switch to remedial sections based on initial writing samples, review tests, and other indicators of weakness in a subject.
Finally, some remedial courses are offered in areas other than English and mathematics, and they are reported on /ine 16 but not on
line 10 or 14.

Students, then, may ignore placement recommendations and take a first course in English or mathematics that is above or below
the recommended level. Overall, 22 percent of freshmen chose to do so in the case of English, and 45 percent in the case of
mathematics. ’

{Continued on other side)



Finally, it should be noted that freshmen at NCA&T and UNCW are not eligible to participate in an honors program (line 15).
Such programs offer students the opportunity to take courses with enriched content and an accelerated pace. Selection to participate
in an honors program is based on the student’s record of academic achievement. It is important to keep in mind that the data reported

on lines 8-14 refer to course placement recommended.

Section C: Course Performance Measures in College-Level Courses, Summer 2005 Through Sgringk 2006 (Lines 17-43)

Course performance data in this section are based only on the records of freshmen who attended both the fall and spring
semesters; records of freshmen who did not return for the spring semester were not used. Also, only college-level coursework — not
remedial — was used in calculating data on lines 17-43. Finally, all freshmen courses taken were grouped by the seven subject areas
shown in order to correspond as closely as possible to the major subject areas taught in high schools. College courses in professional
fields such as education and business and those in fine arts and letters were all grouped into the subject area labeled “other courses”.

The purpose of the data in section C is to summarize how full-year students performed in all non-remedial coursework. Lines
17, 20, 23, 26, 29, 32, and 35 show the average credit hours attempted by these students in each of the seven subject areas, with the
average courseload for the year shown on line 38. All non-remedial coursework, except some courses in physical education that
exceed the number applicable to a degree, are shown on these lines.

Lines 18, 21, 24, 27, 30, 33, 36, and 39 show the average grades earned in non-remedial courses. Courses with letter grades
that cannot be converted to quality points (e.g., withdrawal, incomplete) were of necessity excluded from these calculations, but the
percentage of course grades reported in lines 19, 22, 25, 28, 31, 34, 37, and 40-43 includes grades not converted to quality points.
Abbreviations for grades not converting to quality points are shown on lines 41-43. They are I=Incomplete, W=Withdrawal,
WP=Withdrawal Passing, P=Pass, S=Satisfactory, and R=Repeat. The grade of R is not a grade that is actually used by campuses
but is used in this report in cases where a course is repeated and the original grade has been deleted from the record. Very often the
original grade was low or failing.

Lines 19, 22, 25, 28, 31, 34, and 37 indicate the percentage of course grades in each subject, and overall (/ine 40), that were C
or better — or (in the case of courses graded pass/fail or satisfactory/unsatisfactory) that were graded Pass or Satisfactory.
Percentages in lines 40-43 should add to 100 percent, give or take rounding differences.

Section D: High School Achievement (Lines 44-46)
In this section the average class rank and average SAT scores of freshmen reported on line I are shown. Average class ranks

are expressed as percentiles running from a low of “1” to a high of “99”. Thus, if the average class rank is 75, this means the
students, on average, were in the top 25 percent of their graduating class.

Troubleshooting Your Report
Although you are likely to have questions about your report, we have tried to anticipate several that warrant explanation here.

We address them section by section.

In section A, you may find a higher number on /ine 5 than on line 4 for any UNC institution. This will occur when students,
who may have skipped their spring semester, return for the next fall semester. Keep in mind that lines 2-7 all use line I as the
denominator in computing their percentages.

In section A, the relationship between lines 5, 6, and 7 is: line 7 should be less than or equal to /ine 6 which should be less than
or equal to line 5. This is because the number of conditions that students must satisfy in order to be included in the numerator of line
7 is greater than those needed to be included in the numerator of /ine 6 which is still greater than those needed to be included in the
numerator of /ine 5.

In section B, the data on placement in remedial courses (/ines 10 and 14) and enrollment in one or more remedial courses (/ine
16) do not account for remedial work done by students in academic skill labs, tutorial sessions, and informal help sessions with
instructors. These activities address weaknesses in a subject that are too limited in scope, content, or frequency to justify enrollment
in a remedial course.

In section C, the calculation of average course grades in lines 18, 21, 24, 27, 30, 33,, and 36 uses the total number of non-
remedial courses taken in each subject and in all subjects (/ine 39) by full-year students as the denominator.

In section C, the average credit hours taken in each subject vary among UNC institutions in part because general education
requirements vary among institutions, and in part, because policies for placing out of required courses also vary. These differences
are particularly important in the case of foreign languages where some institutions require proficiency in a foreign language which
may be demonstrated by successfully completing prescribed coursework or by passing a proficiency test.

Finally, a data cell contains an asterisk when data are not printed in order to protect students’ privacy rights.

UNC-GA ProgAssess/FPF.AR001.U/4-5-07
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