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Pursuant to G.S. 113A-235(c), the Department shall “maintain an inventory of all
conservation easements held by the Department” and report on the implementation of
Article 16 [the Conservation Easements Program] to the Environmental Review
Commission each year. Please find the 2016 Annual Report attached.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me by phone at
(919) 339-9433 or via e-mail at mollie.young@ncdenr.gov.

cc: Ed Hajnos, Land and Aquatic Resources Stewardship, NCDEQ
Mariah Matheson, Legislative Analysis Division, NCGA
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Pursuant to G.S. 113A-235(c), the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) reports to the
Environmental Review Commission each year on the implementation of Article 16, the
Conservation Easement Program. This Article, §113A-230 through 8113A-235, includes
enabling legislation for a program for conservation easement promotion/education, quality
assurance of conserved lands, and enabling legislation for a conservation grant fund.

In previous fiscal years the Department reported on the status of the Conservation Easement
Program - G.S. 113A-230, Conservation Tax Credit - G.S. 113A-231, and the Conservation
Grant Fund — G.S. 113A-232. With the recent re-organization of the Department, the scope of
the DEQ Conservation Easement Program has been reduced to the administration of the
Conservation Grant Fund and the long-term stewardship of conservation easements and
conservation properties held by the Department. Additionally, the Conservation Tax Credit was
repealed by Session Law 2013-316. This annual report reflects stewardship activities for Fiscal
Year 2015-2016.



ANNUAL PROGRAM UPDATE

To conserve, protect and enhance the natural resources of North Carolina, DEQ and other state
agencies protect restored or high-quality natural areas through easement purchases or fee simple
acquisitions. These state-held conservation lands must be managed in perpetuity to protect water
quality, wildlife habitat and open space. To protect the ecological integrity of these conservation
properties, stewardship activities include monitoring, legal protection and enforcement, and site-
management activities. DEQ stewardship activities are funded through an agreement with the
Division of Mitigation Services (DMS) and with interest generated through an endowment
established by G.S. 113A-232.

The Conservation Grant Fund endowment supports monitoring and management of wetland and
stream mitigation sites, as well as sites protected through the Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP). Stewardship and monitoring activities are managed by the DEQ
Land and Aquatic Resources Stewardship Program (LARSP). Legislation approved in the 2015
session allows for improved financial management of the endowment by diversifying the
available investment options. Over the next fiscal year LARSP will work closely with the State
Treasurer’s Office to make adjustments to the endowment investment strategy in an effort to
improve the financial performance. Recent organizational changes in state government resulted
in the transfer of CREP to the Department of Agriculture (NCDA). Per an agreement between
DEQ and NCDA the CREP funds will remain in the Conservation Grant Fund until such time as
NCDA establishes an endowment for CREP funds.



FUNDS

The Conservation Grant Endowment (CGE) is comprised of three funds: Principal Fund 6704,
Interest Fund 6705, and CREP Interest Transfer Fund 6706 in Budget Code 64307. The
operating account for CGE was established as Fund 2410. Per the General Statutes these non-
reverting funds are established specifically for stewardship activities (§8113A 232). The CGE
funds are administered by the State Treasurer. Table 1 exhibits the balance and expenses for the
Conservation Grant Endowment for the fiscal year (FY 2015-16).

Table 1: Conservation Grant Endowment funds for FY 2015-16
7/1/2015 - 6/30/2016

6704- 6705- 6706- 2410-

Principal Interest Interest Operations
Beginning
Balance $3,653,098 $113,712 $40,734 $0
Deposits $18,573 $0 $0 $0
Interest $0 $12,744 $13,816 $0
Receipts $0 $25 468 $0 $63,090
Transfers $0 $0 ($21,296) $21,296
EXxpenses $0 $0 $0 ($84,262)
Final
Balance $3,671,671 $151,924 $33,255 $124

PROPERTIES

At the conclusion of FY 2015-2016 DMS had completed compensatory mitigation requirements
and transferred 20 properties to LARSP. With these additions, LARSP is responsible for the
stewardship of 276 conservation properties. An inventory of conservation easements and real
properties held by LARSP is provided in Appendix A.



APPENDIX A

Inventory of LARSP conservation easements and real properties
July 2016



Transfer Date LARSP ID Property Name County Acreage
7/28/2006 1 Great Coharie-TNC Sampson 4704.3
7/28/2006 2 Beaver Dam-Drowning Creek II Moore 912.3
7/28/2006 3 Rankin Tract Gaston 506.1
7/28/2006 4 Len's Knob & Little Mountain Surry 2149.1
7/28/2006 5 Shocco Creek Alston 1 Franklin 30.7
7/28/2006 6 Shocco Creek Alston 2 Franklin 139.2
7/28/2006 7 Shocco Creek Alston 3 Franklin 93.0
7/28/2006 8 Shocco Creek Alston 4 Franklin 96.7
7/28/2006 9 Roanoke River-IP-Blue Sky Timber Halifax 319.7
7/28/2006 10 Roanoke River-IP-Blue Sky Timber Halifax 263.7
7/28/2006 11 Flat River-Horton Grove Durham 308.3
7/28/2006 12 McNair Tract (Turpentine; LLC)- Granville 211.2
7/28/2006 13 Fishing Creek IP/Alston Warren 179.4
7/28/2006 14 Hyco Lake Bessemer Caswell 287.6
7/28/2006 15 Allen Tract Franklin 146.5
7/28/2006 16 Big & Little Rock Creek Bruchon Mitchell 145.7
7/28/2006 17 Adam's Creek Sea Gate Woods Carteret 122.9
7/28/2006 18 Guthrie Tract-Shelton Creek Granville 110.5
7/28/2006 19 Elk-Shoals-Methodist Camp Ashe 95.9
7/28/2006 20 Fishing Creek Edwards 1 Nash 87.6
7/28/2006 21 Davis Tract-Yadkin River Davie 75.6
7/28/2006 22 Bishop Tract-Canal Branch Anson 80.6
7/28/2006 23 Little Shocco Creek Tomlinson Franklin 78.0
7/28/2006 24 Sevenmile Creek Camp Chestnut Orange 59.7
7/28/2006 25 Little Shocco Creek Speed Warren 44.6
7/28/2006 26 Lewis Tract; Little River Randolph 43.6
7/28/2006 27 Tar River Hodges Franklin 41.7
7/28/2006 28 Shelton Creek Peterson Granville 41.1
7/28/2006 29 Shocco Creek LLC-Little Shocco Creek Franklin 40.4
7/28/2006 30 Langley Site-Cypress Creek Franklin 40.3
7/28/2006 31 North Pacolet Childers Polk 39.8
7/28/2006 32 Crowther North South Yadkin River Rowan 39.5
7/28/2006 33 Tar River B Harris Granville 38.8
7/28/2006 34 Little River Walbourn Randolph 37.5
7/28/2006 35 North Fork Upper Tar River Winslow  Granville 36.8
7/28/2006 36 Fishing Creek (Capps Tract) Warren 36.9
7/28/2006 37 Wimberley Tract-Nat's Creek Moore 33.8
7/28/2006 38 Harper Tract-Swift Creek Franklin 27.6
7/28/2006 39 Little Shocco Creek O'Neal Franklin 26.0
7/28/2006 40 Old Cove Tract-Green River-Burdett | Polk 24.0
7/28/2006 41 Swift/Sandy Creek Faulkner Franklin 20.2
7/28/2006 42 Tar River Smitherman Granville 20.3
7/28/2006 43 Lester Capps Tract-Shocco Creek Warren 19.2
7/28/2006 44 William O'Neal Tract-Swift Creek Franklin 18.5
7/28/2006 45 Swift/Sandy Creek A&P Timber Franklin 18.3
7/28/2006 46 Lambert Tract-Uwharrie River Bluff |Montgomery 19.3
7/28/2006 47 Shelton Creek Tucker-Daniel 1 Granville 19.3




Transfer Date LARSP ID Property Name County Acreage
7/28/2006 48 Dutch Second Creek Hill Rowan 17.0
7/28/2006 49 Newton Tract-White Pines Chatham 14.5
7/28/2006 50 Fishing Creek Green Warren 15.6
7/28/2006 51 Little Shocco Creek Wheless Franklin 14.6
7/28/2006 52 Fishing Creek Sturges Franklin 13.5
7/28/2006 53 Shocco Creek D Davis Warren 12.3
7/28/2006 54 Tar River Averett Granville 11.4
4/6/2015 55 Shelton Creek Slaughter Granville 35.3
7/28/2006 56 Pickler's Bluff Rowan 10.5
7/28/2006 57 Little River Baker Randolph 10.5
7/28/2006 58 Shelton Creek Tucker-Daniel 2 Granville 3.4
7/28/2006 59 Dutch Buffalo Creek Wickliff Cabarrus 2.7
7/28/2006 60 Dutch Buffalo Creek Walker Cabarrus 33.7
7/28/2006 61 Little River Parker Randolph 34.1
7/28/2006 62 Fishing Creek Hall Edgecombe 231.5
7/28/2006 63 Uwharrie River Whatley Randolph 15.9
7/28/2006 64 Sandy Creek Parrish Franklin 33.4
7/28/2006 65 Tar River Roy Crews Granville 10.1
7/28/2006 66 Tar River Betty Crews Granville 31.6
7/28/2006 67 Green River Ward Polk 15.4
7/28/2006 69 Shelton Creek Thorp/Morton Granville 58.1
7/28/2006 70 Barnes Creek Grissom Montgomery 55.9
7/28/2006 71 Tar River Pitts Granville 28.1
7/28/2006 72 Tar River Sherman Granville 16.0
7/28/2006 73 Tar River Sherman 2 Granville 28.1
7/28/2006 74 Tar River Dean Granville 63.5
7/28/2006 75 New Hope Creek Penny Orange 20.1
2/21/2007 76 Fishing Creek Shearin Warren 70.1
2/21/2007 77 Cedar Creek Perry Franklin 162.4
2/21/2007 78 Big Pond Bay Gardner Cumberland 30.9
2/21/2007 79 Reedy Creek Johnston Warren 64.7
2/21/2007 81 Tar River Oakley Granville 13.4
2/21/2007 82 Chowan River Harrell Chowan 111.3
2/21/2007 83 Fishing Creek Capps Forest Warren 19.6
2/21/2007 84 Uwharrie River Bingham Montgomery 564.9
2/21/2007 85 Fishing Creek Capps Farm Warren 39.6
2/21/2007 86 Green River Boyer Polk 31.4
2/21/2007 87 Deep - Horse Creek McKean Moore 95.4

10/11/2007 91 Tar River Pories Pitt 37.5
10/11/2007 92 Hitchcock Creek McDonald Richmond 39.6
10/11/2007 93 Sandy Creek Mullen Franklin 28.6
10/11/2007 94 Little River Cochran Montgomery 18.6
10/11/2007 95 Skyuka Creek Luthi Polk 19.6
10/11/2007 96 Swift/Sandy Creek Young Franklin 71.5
10/11/2007 97 Uwharrie River Cochran Montgomery 15.4
10/11/2007 99 Glendon Slate Creek Paschal Moore 15.0
10/11/2007 100 Deep River M. Paschal Moore 76.4




Transfer Date LARSP ID Property Name County Acreage
10/11/2007 101 Deep River Jordan Moore 168.2
10/11/2007 102 Fisher River Fisher Peak Surry 151.3
10/11/2007 103 Mill Creek Steele Surry 14.7
10/11/2007 104 New Hope Creek Trinity School Orange 26.5

4/1/2010 117 Payne Dairy Alexander 40.2
1/13/2012 171 Ellerbee Creek (G) Hillandale Durham 15.2
1/13/2012 172 Benbow Park Guilford 43
1/13/2012 173 Brown Bark Park Guilford 8.9
1/13/2012 174 Cato Mecklenburg 32.5
1/13/2012 175 Chavis Park Wake 4.5
1/13/2012 176 Clear Creek Henderson 6.4
1/13/2012 177 Forest Hills Durham 8.9
1/13/2012 178 Hominy Swamp Creek Wilson 3.9
1/13/2012 179 Howell Woods Johnston 139.9
1/13/2012 180 Kentwood Park Wake 2.9
1/13/2012 181 Smith/Austin Creek (G) Wake 36.8
1/13/2012 182 Sturgeon City (Phase I) Onslow 2.8
1/13/2012 183 Sturgeon City (Phase Il) Onslow 3.3
1/13/2012 184 Suck Creek Moore 9.2
1/13/2012 185 Trout Cove Branch Clay 8.5
1/13/2012 186 Wike Property (Lyle Creek) Catawba 14.4
12/3/2012 187 Bailey Fork (WRC) Burke 11.1
12/3/2012 188 Freedom Park Mecklenburg 13.1
12/3/2012 189 Gatlin Swamp Martin 150.5
12/3/2012 190 Gray Farm Iredell 21.5
12/3/2012 191 High Vista Buncombe 6.6
12/3/2012 192 Wells Creek Alamance 20.5
12/3/2012 193 Reedy Branch Alamance 15.5
12/3/2012 194 Snow Creek Stokes 17.2
12/3/2012 195 Jumping Run Creek Carteret 4.4
12/3/2012 196 Brown Branch Caldwell 25.4
4/5/2013 200 Armstrong Property Hyde 25.0
4/5/2013 201 Beaverdam Swamp Harnett 35.8
4/5/2013 202 Brown Marsh Swamp Robeson 28.3
4/5/2013 203 East Tarboro Canal (G) Edgecombe 11.0
4/5/2013 204 Floogie Site Bertie 71.3
4/5/2013 205 Mason Farm Hyde 36.1
4/5/2013 206 Timberlake (Great Dismal Swamp)  Tyrrell 11.4
6/10/2013 207 Bold Run Creek (G) Wake 34.9
6/10/2013 208 Mocassin Creek (G) Wake 83.1
6/10/2013 209 Nicholls Farm (Troublesome Creek) Bertie 76.7
7/8/2013 210 Harrell Site Edgecombe 47.6
7/31/2015 211 Bugaboo Creek Wilkes 11.6
6/10/2013 212 Collins Site Orange 27.8
6/10/2013 213 Ellington Branch Warren 14.5
6/10/2013 214 Hillsdale Park Guilford 16.7
6/10/2013 215 Purlear Creek Wilkes 2.0




Transfer Date LARSP ID Property Name County Acreage
6/10/2013 216 Purlear Creek Il Wilkes 22.2
7/25/2013 217 Anderson Swamp Edgecombe 25.0
7/25/2013 218 Bear Swamp Creek Franklin 4.2
7/25/2013 219 Beaverdam Creek Mecklenburg 58.0
7/25/2013 220 Billy's Creek (G) Franklin 5.0
7/25/2013 221 Brown Farm Durham 46.6
7/25/2013 222 Cane Creek Alamance 6.4
7/25/2013 223 Charles Creek Pasquotank 2.0
7/25/2013 224 Conoconnara Swamp Halifax 200.3
7/25/2013 225 Glen Raven Alamance 9.5
7/25/2013 226 Modlin Site Martin 41.2
7/25/2013 227 Reeds Creek Iredell 15.1
7/25/2013 228 Silver Creek-Conway Burke 11.8
7/25/2013 229 Stillhouse Creek (G) Orange 2.1
4/11/2014 249 Beamon's Run (G) Greene 79.9
4/11/2014 252 Brogden Road (G) Johnston 15.0
4/11/2014 253 Columbus Columbus 40.1
1/31/2014 254 Cane Creek (FD) Rutherford 44.1
1/31/2014 255 Price Park Guilford 8.2
1/31/2014 256 Brush Creek Alleghany 10.7
1/31/2014 257 Stricker Branch Cabarrus 7.7
1/31/2014 258 601 North Property Union 8.5
1/31/2014 259 601 West Property Union 12.8
4/11/2014 260 Cross Creek Cumberland 4.7
4/11/2014 261 Farrar Dairy Harnett 167.5
4/11/2014 262 Goldsboro Housing Authority Wayne 4.7
4/11/2014 263 Goodman Property Lenoir 34.9
4/6/2015 269 Tarlton Swamp Cumberland 17.8
4/11/2014 270 Terrible Creek Buffer (Fish Property) |Wake 48.5
4/11/2014 271 Perry Property (UT to Pembroke) Chowan 59.4
4/11/2014 272 Powell Property Bertie 55.9
1/31/2014 273 Gillespie Golf Course Guilford 16.1
1/31/2014 274 Tributary to Reedy Fork Creek Guilford 19.6
1/31/2014 275 Pinch Gut Tributary Stokes 31.8
4/11/2014 276 Walnut Creek (Buffer) (G) Wayne 27.9
1/31/2014 277 Crowns West Onslow 10.8
1/31/2014 278 Daniels Farm #2 Franklin 33.8
1/31/2014 279 Duke Swamp Gates 25.4
1/31/2014 280 Jarmans Oak Onslow 35.4
1/31/2014 281 Lloyd Site Onslow 24.1
1/31/2014 282 McDonald's Pond Richmond 127.9
1/31/2014 283 Prestonwood G.C. Wake 9.3
1/31/2014 284 Simpson Wetland Beaufort 30.0
1/31/2014 285 Silas Creek Forsyth 15.3
1/31/2014 324 UT to Crooked Creek/Speas Property Franklin 35.8
1/31/2014 325 Warrior Creek Wilkes 18.2
1/31/2014 326 Whitelace Ck (G) Lenoir 35.8




Transfer Date LARSP ID Property Name County Acreage
1/31/2014 327 Wolf Pond Union 13.2
6/17/2014 328 Badin Inn Stanly 8.2
6/17/2014 329 Beaverdam Creek and Trib (Parker  Union 6.5
6/17/2014 330 Big Cedar Creek Stanly 40.7
6/17/2014 331 Cane Creek Person 52.1
6/17/2014 332 Chapel Creek Orange 5.2
6/17/2014 333 Davis Branch Union 13.3
6/17/2014 334 Goose Creek (G) Durham 3.9
6/17/2014 335 Holly Grove Guilford 64.2
6/17/2014 336 Little White Oak Creek Polk 55.1
6/17/2014 337 Mary's Creek Alamance 6.8
6/17/2014 339 Rockwell Pastures Stanly 51.1
6/17/2014 341 Upper UT to Cane Creek (Picard) Alamance 51.1
6/17/2014 342 UT to South Fork Creek (Hadley- Alamance 29.0
6/17/2014 343 UT to South Fork Creek (Stephens) | Alamance 22.5
6/17/2014 344 Louisburg (UT to Tar River) Franklin 3.0
6/17/2014 345 Wake Forest C.C. Wake 10.4
7/31/2015 351 Kings Creek Transylvania 6.5
9/10/2014 353 Morgan Creek McDowell 42.6
9/10/2014 354 Morgan Creek (French Broad) Haywood 10.2
9/10/2014 355 North Muddy Creek McDowell 34.7
9/10/2014 356 Thompson's Fork and Tributary McDowell 12.2
3/5/2015 357 Conetoe Creek (G) Pitt 10.0
3/5/2015 358 Moye Farm Phase Il (G) Greene 50.0
3/5/2015 359 Manning Farm (G) Edgecombe 10.0
3/5/2015 360 Howard Farm (G) Greene 28.8
3/5/2015 361 Little Contentnea-Buffer (G) Greene 55.7
3/5/2015 362 Moccasin Creek-Buffer (G) Johnston 20.5
3/5/2015 363 South Muddy Creek McDowell 29.3
3/5/2015 364 Dismal Swamp Full-Delivery Tyrrell 455.0
4/6/2015 365 Heath Riparian Buffer Mitigation Site |Craven 60.6
4/6/2015 366 Vicki's Thicket Riparian Buffer Craven 31.4
4/6/2015 367 Fox Run Riparian Buffer Mitigation  Pitt 46.7
4/6/2015 369 UT To The Lumber River Robeson 64.9
4/22/2016 370 Adkins Branch (Phase Il) (G) Lenoir 35.7
7/31/2015 371 Naked Creek Wilkes 3.9
6/28/2013 376 Mountaintop (ph 2 & 3) Jackson 41.3
7/27/2015 379 Ballance Farm (Buffer) (G) Wayne 56.8
7/27/2015 380 Big Bull Creek (G) Johnston 36.8
7/31/2015 381 Blockhouse Creek Polk 13.2
7/27/2015 382 Buffalo Creek Durham 32.2
7/27/2015 383 Jordan Creek Alamance 21.7
7/27/2015 385 UT to Back Creek Orange 15.2
7/27/2015 388 Caldwell Station Mecklenburg 20.7
7/27/2015 390 Haw River Tract Rockingham 95.4
6/3/2015 391 Johnson Site (Hunting Creek) Iredell 10.1
7/27/2015 393 Rowan Branch Sampson 96.7




Transfer Date LARSP ID Property Name County Acreage
6/3/2015 394 Sandy Creek Durham 22.6
7/27/2015 395 Flintrock Farm Rockingham 53.1
6/3/2015 396 Little Troublesome Rockingham 31.0
7/31/2015 397 UT to Crab Creek Alleghany 47.8
4/6/2015 398 Simpson Buffer (G) Beaufort 45.0
7/27/2015 399 Morgan Creek (Bolin Stewardship Orange 17.2
7/27/2015 400 Sharpe Wetland Preservation Rockingham 17.1
7/27/2015 401 Mark's Creek TESC Wake 31.6
7/27/2015 402 Swift Creek Watershed Wetlands Wake 41.7
6/3/2015 403 UT Bear Creek (Weaver/McLeod Chatham 32.0
7/27/2015 404 Wildcat Branch Lee 40.4
7/31/2015 405 Dog Bite Creek Mitchell 6.9
7/27/2015 406 McGowan Creek Orange 31.3
7/27/2015 407 Waxhaw Creek Wetland Union 8.4
6/3/2015 408 UT to Haw (Gwynn) Alamance 13.1
6/3/2015 409 Little River Farm Montgomery 51.2
7/27/2015 410 Waxhaw Creek Wetland #2 Union 21.0
7/27/2015 411 Flint Rock Farm #2 Rockingham 24.3
7/27/2015 412 UT to North Muddy Creek (Allen) McDowell 34.3
7/27/2015 413 UT to North Muddy Creek (Haney)  McDowell 17.8
7/27/2015 414 UT to Goose Creek (Coats) McDowell 31.1
7/27/2015 415 Hall Branch Richmond 11.9
7/27/2015 416 Haw River Bouchard Rockingham 30.9
5/12/2016 437 Morgan Creek Floodplain Orange 42.6
5/12/2016 438 UT to Haw (Beckom) Alamance 10.2
5/12/2016 439 Wells Creek #2 Alamance 12.1
5/12/2016 440 Little Beaver Creek Wake 48.4
5/12/2016 441 Summit Seep Wetland Mitigation Davidson 6.4
5/12/2016 442 Irwin Creek Whitehurst Road Mecklenburg 5.7
5/12/2016 443 Newtown Stream and Wetland Union 16.4
5/12/2016 444 Scaly Bark Creek Mitigation Site Stanly 26.6
6/1/2016 445 Barra Farms | Cumberland 617.9
6/1/2016 446 Cutawhiskie creek Hertford 22.8
6/1/2016 447 East Buffalo Creek Graham 17.8
6/1/2016 448 Glade Creek Alleghany 13.2
6/1/2016 449 Lewis Creek Henderson 4.7
6/1/2016 450 Little Buffalo (G) Johnston 19.5
6/1/2016 451 Puzzle Creek Rutherford 11.4
6/1/2016 452 Sink Hole Creek Mitchell 10.4
6/1/2016 453 Snowbird Tributaries Graham 13.1
6/1/2016 454 Whitley Site (G) Johnston 275
4/22/2016 455 Little River Moore 117.3

Total Properties 276 Total Acres| 20975.0






