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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Pursuant to Session Law 2015-194, the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) reports to
the Environmental Review Commission annually on the actions taken to encourage wetland
mitigation practices supportive of public recreation and hunting on mitigation sites. The
Department’s mitigation sites are comprised of lands owned in fee and conservation easements
held on private lands. The following report reflects the Department’s supportive activities for
Calendar Year 2017. This is the second annual report prepared pursuant to Session Law 2015-
194, ‘



MITIGATION CREDIT FOR DIVERSE HABITATS UPDATE

As a member of the Interagency Review Team (IRT), the Division of Water Resources (DWR)
works with the US Army Corps of Engineers as well as the NC Wildlife Resources Commission
(WRQ) staff and other agencies to ensure that the appropriate wetland and stream mitigation is
taking place for impacts to those resources and analyzes sites for the appropriate mitigation
credit.

In the past year, DWR has continued working closely with IRT members to look at pond
conversion sites. Many pond removal projects are being proposed as mitigation sites that may
include stream and/or wetland habitats. Many of these sites are likely to form wetlands within
the footprint of the removed pond, and at least in the early development stages may include more
open water, marsh-like habitat. In addition, many proposed stream sites will form wetlands in
adjacent riparian areas which may support waterfowl and other marsh-like dependent fauna.

The DWR and WRC staff continue to coordinate with other IRT members to optimize the
amount of stream and wetland diverse habitats that occur on mitigation sites in North Carolina.

POTENTIAL WILDLIFE HABITATS UPDATE

To conserve, protect and enhance the natural resources of North Carolina, the Department of
Environmental Quality (Department) and other state agencies protect high-quality natural areas
and mitigation lands through easement purchases or fee simple acquisitions. These land holdings
are managed in perpetuity to protect water quality, wildlife habitat and open space.

The Department utilizes three methods of acquisition for mitigation land holdings: acquisition by
easement (ABE), acquisition by deed (ABD), and reallocation of land (ROL). For calendar year
2017 the Department held mitigation property interest in 568 parcels consisting of 27 properties
in deed and 541 properties in easement. Of the three acquisition methods, the Department
retains hunting rights only on properties acquired by deed (ABD) and reallocation of land
(ROL). The Department does not hold hunting rights on properties acquired by easement (ABE).
Since the inception of the Department’s mitigation program, opportunities for public hunting
opportunities have been provided on eligible mitigation land holdings thru the award of hunt
leases.

Appendix A of this report inventories the Department’s ABD and ROL mitigation land holdings.
The Department’s inventory of ABD and ROL mitigation land holdings has been provided to the
NCWRC. The Department, in consultation with the NCWRC, is in the process of determining
site characteristics for potential wildlife habitats on mitigation land holdings. Consultation with
NCWRC biologists is ongoing and will continue to inform the Department on which mitigation
properties qualify as potential wildlife habitats.



APPENDIX A

ABD and ROL Mitigation Land Holdings with Retained Hunting Rights
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