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Medical Education is Expensive 

After college, future doctors go to 4 

years of medical school

• Average debt at gradation (for those with 

debt) 

• $112k at UNC 

• $191k nationally

After graduating from medical school, 

doctors “match” into a residency (GME 

slot) where they train for at least 3 

more years

• UNC First Year Resident Salary $51,814 

• Traditionally paid by the federal 

government, but UNC Health Care 

System and most of the NC academic 

centers are at or above the federal cap 

for funded slots



2018 Report on the National Economic Impact of Physicians

https://www.ama-assn.org/sites/default/files/media-browser/public/2018-ama-

economic-impact-study.pdf

The ROI
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North Carolina needs more doctors 

in rural areas 



Losing great candidates for 

rural/underserved primary care
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Medical School Residency/Sub-Specialties

Rural NC 

Practice

College 

Primary Care 

Changing 

our 

admissions 

practices

Providing  

programs to 

stimulate and 

support rural 

interest

Developing focused 

tracks to get 

trainees into needed 

specialties in 

underserved areas



Thank you for the bond package! 

With our new building we will be able to increase our 
medical school class size from 190 to 230

New Medical Education Building at UNC 



Chapel Hill

Raleigh
Greensboro

UNC School of Medicine

Charlotte

Multiple campuses allow 

broad service to the state 

UNC SOM Asheville Campus 

UNC SOM 

Wilmington 

Campus 



CONCLUSIOSCREEN SHOT 

2017-11-10 AT 3.03.16 PMNS

UNC SOM Office of Rural Initiatives 



AMA Accelerating Change in Medical Education 

UNC SOM is a member of the Consortium: 



AMA ACE Consortium Schools



One of our ACE Consortium Projects
(Also funded by the Duke Endowment and UNC SOM) 

FIRST:  Fully Integrated Readiness for Service Training

A new comprehensive program to fast track the right students into 

primary care service for rural/underserved NC



Other Innovative UNC Residency Programs

Family Medicine 

Underserved Track 
Pediatrics

Primary Care Track 

• Partnering with 

Cone Health in 

Greensboro

• 100% of graduates 

serving in primary 

care pediatrics 

• Distinct curriculum 

focused on primary 

care

• Peer and faculty 

support

• Partnering with 

Piedmont Health 

Services

• 100% of graduates 

placed in 

rural/underserved 

NC in first job               

• Improved access to 

care

• Eliminated recruiting 

costs 



Residency Training (GME) at UNC

• We have ~ 800 total residents

» 400 with salaries covered by CMS

» 400 with salaries covered in other ways

• Almost all by UNC HCS or SOM

• Many are very subspecialized

» Which is part of who we are and need to be at UNC 

» We provide the expertise our state needs

• All residents provide lots of service to the underserved 

» Residents provide care for many high need patients 

• We have strength in core disciplines

» We are ranked by US News & World Report #2 in Primary Care

• We are developing innovative programs to help NC

• Our programs are very popular and very competitive

» Family Medicine had 1093 applicants for 8 slots 

» Surgery had 1184 applicants for 6 slots 

» Most UNC residencies could expand if there were more 

funding available 
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