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2015 State Legislator Compensation and Living Expense Allowances During
Session
The table below lists the legislator compensation and per diem rates for all 50 state legislatures. Per diem expenses
include food and accommodation for legislators while conducting legislative business. NCSL does not rank legislative
salaries from highest to lowest.

Legislator Compensation and Per Diem Rates
State Base Salary Session Per Diem Rate

Alabama Alabama Legislators receive a taxable
compensation equal to the Alabama
median annual household income, as
ascertained and adjusted yearly by the
State Personnel Board. The State
Personnel Board met on Oct. 22, 2014,
and set the median annual household
income amount at $42,849.00. This
current median annual household amount
went into effect on November 5, 2014
and is effective until December 31, 2015.

Alabama Legislators no longer receive a set per
diem rate while in session. Legislators are
reimbursed for instate travel expenses which
include mileage and per diem in accordance with
rates and procedures applicable to state
employees. All out of district reimbursable travel
must be for official business and in the interests of
the state or in the performance of official duties, as
approved by the applicable Presiding Officer.

Alaska $50,400/year $223 or $249/day (depending on the time of year)
tied to the federal rate. Legislators who reside in
the Capitol area receive 75% of the Federal rate.  

Arizona $24,000/year $35/day for the first 120 days of the regular session
and for special sessions and $10/day thereafter.
Members residing outside Maricopa County receive
an additional $25/day for the first 120 days of the
regular session and for special sessions and an
additional $10/day thereafter (V). Set by statute.

Arkansas $39,400/year $150/day (V) plus mileage; tied to the federal rate.

California $97,197/year $168/day for each day in session.

Colorado $30,000/year $99/day for members living outside Denver (V). Set
by the legislature; $45/day for members who live
50 or fewer miles from the Capitol.

Connecticut Salaries range from $28,000 for rank and
file to $38,689 for Senate President and
House Speaker            

No per diem is paid. Mileage is .575/mile.

Delaware $44,541/year No per diem is paid.

Florida $29,697/year $129/day based on the number of days in session.
Travel vouchers are filed to substantiate.

Georgia $17,342/year $173/day (U); set by the Legislative Services
Committee.

Hawaii Speaker and President: $66,504/year. 
Members: $59,004/year

$150/day for members living outside Oahu during
session; $10/day for members living on Oahu.

Idaho $16,684 annually; $20,438 for Speaker &
Pro Tem

$129/day for members establishing a second
residence in Boise; $49/day if no second residence
is established and up to $25/day travel (V). Set by

NAVIGATE
Home

About State Legislatures
Additional Legislative Issues
Citizen Engagement
Facilities and Security
Legislative Organization
Legislative Process
Legislative Sessions
Legislative Staff
Legislator Compensation
Legislator Data
Masons Manual Commission
Separation of Powers
Term Limits

Agriculture and Rural Development
Civil and Criminal Justice
Education
Elections and Campaigns
Energy
Environment and Natural Resources
Ethics
Financial Services and Commerce
Fiscal Policy
Health
Human Services
Immigration
International
Labor and Employment
Military and Veterans Affairs
Redistricting
StateTribal Institute
Telecommunications and Information Technology
Transportation

MyAccount | Login Create Account

ABOUT US LEGISLATORS & STAFF RESEARCH MEETINGS & TRAINING NCSL IN D.C. MAGAZINE

BLOG

Share this: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Denver-CO/National-Conference-of-State-Legislatures/89855016270
https://twitter.com/NCSLorg
http://www.ncsl.org/
http://www.ncsl.org/aboutus/ncslservice/ncsl-contact.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/additional-legislative-issues.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/citizen-engagement.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/facilities-and-security.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/legislative-organization.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/legislative-process.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/legislative-sessions.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/legislative-staff.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/legislator-compensation.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/legislator-data.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/masons-manual-commission.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/separation-of-powers.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/term-limits.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/agriculture-and-rural-development.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/civil-and-criminal-justice.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/education.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/energy.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/environment-and-natural-resources.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/ethics.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/financial-services-and-commerce.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/fiscal-policy.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/health.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/immigration.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/international.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/labor-and-employment.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/military-and-veterans-affairs.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/redistricting.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/state-tribal-institute.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/telecommunications-and-information-technology.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/transportation.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/
http://comm.ncsl.org/NCSLMyAccount.aspx
javascript:WebForm_DoPostBackWithOptions(new WebForm_PostBackOptions(
http://www.ncsl.org/register.aspx?returnurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ncsl.org%2fresearch%2fabout-state-legislatures%2f2015-state-legislator-compensation.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/aboutus.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/legislators-staff.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/meetings-training.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/ncsl-in-dc.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/bookstore/state-legislatures-magazine.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/blog.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/2015-state-legislator-compensation.aspx#
mailto:?body=file%3A%2F%2F%2FC%3A%2FUsers%2FLaura.Rose%2FDocuments%2F2015%2520State%2520Legislator%2520Compensation.html%23.ViQo4iv21EM.mailto&subject=2015%20State%20Legislator%20Compensation
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/2015-state-legislator-compensation.aspx#
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/2015-state-legislator-compensation.aspx#
http://www.ncsl.org/research/about-state-legislatures/2015-state-legislator-compensation.aspx#
Megan.MCClure
Typewritten Text
Handout #1

Megan.MCClure
Typewritten Text

Megan.MCClure
Typewritten Text



10/18/2015 2015 State Legislator Compensation

file:///C:/Users/Laura.Rose/Documents/2015%20State%20Legislator%20Compensation.html 2/4

the compensation commission.

Illinois $67,836/year; members are required to
forfeit one day of compensation per
month

$111/per session day.

Indiana $24,140.16/year $159/day (U); tied to the federal rate.

Iowa $25,000/year $148/day (U); $111/day for Polk County legislators
(U). Set by the legislature to coincide with the
federal rate. State mileage rates apply.

Kansas $88.66/day (C)

 

 

$129/day.

Kentucky $188.22/day    $141.90/day

Louisiana $16,800/year plus additional $6,000/year
(U) expense allowance

$150/day (U); tied to the federal rate.

Maine $14,074/year for first regular session;
$9,982/year for second regular session.
Annual cost of living adjustments apply. In
addition, legislators receive a constituent
service allowance ($2,000/year for
Senators and $1,500/year for
Representatives).

$38/day for lodging, or mileage and tolls in lieu of
housing (at a rate of $0.44/mile up to $38/day) plus
$32/day for meals. Set by statute.

Maryland $45,207 / year for regular members;
$58,718 for President & Speaker   

Meals: $45 / day; mileage: $.575/ mile; lodging:
$100/ day         

Massachusetts $60,032.60/year $10–$100/day, depending on distance from the
State House (V); set by the legislature.

Michigan $71,685/year $10,800/year expense allowance for session and
interim (V); set by the compensation commission.

Minnesota $31,140.90/year $86/day for senators and $66/day for
representatives.

Mississippi $10,000/year $129/day.

Missouri $35,915/year $103.20/day (U); tied to the federal rate.
Verification of per diem is by roll call.

Montana $82.64/day (L) $112.85/day (U).

Nebraska $12,000/year $129/day for members residing 50 miles or more
from the Capitol; $46/day for members inside the
50mile radius. Mileage is paid at the rate of $.56

Nevada $146.29/day for maximum of 60 days of
session

The members of the 78  Regular
Session pledged to voluntarily take a 2.3
percent reduction of their salaries for the
session. The reduction does not apply to
those who did not vote in favor of the
voluntary reduction.

$152/per day.

New Hampshire $200/twoyear term No per diem is paid.

 
New Jersey

$49,000/year; President of the Senate
and Assembly Speaker earn an additional
1/3 ($65,333)

No per diem is paid.

New Mexico None $165/day (V); tied to the federal rate.

New York $79,500/year $172/full day (including overnight); $61/partial day.

North Carolina $13,951/year Member; $17,048/year
Majority & Minority Leader; $21,739/year
Deputy & Speaker Pro Tempore;
$38,151/year President Pro Tempore &
Speaker           

$104/day (U) set by statute. $0.29 per mile set by
statute. Monthly expense allowance: $559/month,
Member; $666/month Majority & Minority Leader;
$836/month Deputy Pro Tempore & Speaker Pro
Tempore; $1,413/month President Pro Tempore &
Speaker.

We are the nation's most respected bipartisan
organization providing states support, ideas,
connections and a strong voice on Capitol Hill.
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North Dakota $167/day during legislative sessions (C) Lodging reimbursement up to $1,569 per month
(V).

Ohio $60,584/year No per diem is paid.

Oklahoma $38,400/year $160/day (U); tied to the federal rate.

Oregon $23,052/year $129/day (U); tied to the federal rate

Pennsylvania $85,338.65/year $159/day.

Rhode Island $15,171/year

Per Article VI, Section 3 of the Rhode
Island Constitution, the rate of
compensation is adjusted annually to
reflect changes in the cost of living, and
the president of the Senate and the
speaker of the House are compensated
at an annual rate of double that of other
senators and representatives.

 

Legislators receive mileage.

No per diem is paid.

South Carolina $10,400/year $140/day for meals and housing for each statewide
session day and committee meeting; tied to the
federal rate.

South Dakota $6,000/session; $129/day for interim
committees

$129/legislative day (U); set by the legislature.

Tennessee $20,884/year $198/legislative day (U); tied to federal rate.

Texas $7,200/year $190/day (U); set by ethics commission.

Utah $273/day (C) Up to $100 plus tax/calendar day (V) for lodging
reimbursement, tied to instate travel
reimbursement lodging rate for Salt Lake City
metropolitan area;   up to $39/date meal
reimbursement (V), tied to instate travel meal
reimbursement rates (includes tax and tips).

 

(mileage is also reimbursed at the state rate –
currently it is .56 per mile)

Vermont $676.56/week during the legislative
session only

$110/day for lodging (overnight stay) or $61/day for
meals; mileage.

 
Virginia

$18,000/year for the Senate;
$17,640/year for the House

$180/day for senators; $179/day for House
members.

Washington $42,106/year $120/day.

West Virginia $20,000/year $131/day during session (U); set by the
compensation commission.

Wisconsin $50,950/year Per diem authorized under s. 13.123 (1), Wis
Statutes, and Joint Rule 85.  Under s. 20.916(8)
Wis Statutes, the Joint Committee on Employment
Relations establishes the maximum amount at 90%
of the federal per diem rate for Madison, which is
$153.  The leadership of each house then
determines, within that maximum, what amount to
authorize for the session.

 

Wisconsin Senate  Current authorized amount is
up to $88 per day ($44 per day for legislators living
in Dane County).  This rate is 64% of the maximum
per diem rate for Madison.

 

Wisconsin Assembly  Current authorized amount
is up to $138 per day for members staying
overnight on legislative business, and up to $69 per
day when conducting legislative business and not
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staying overnight.  The maximum number of per
diem that can be claimed per year is 153 days. 
This overnight rate is the maximum allowed of the
per diem rate for Madison.

Wyoming $150/day during session $109/day (V), including travel days for those
outside of Cheyenne; set by the legislature.

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures 2015

L = Legislative day

C = Calendar day

(V) Vouchered (U) Unvouchered

Members Resources
Get Involved With NCSL
Jobs Clearinghouse
Legislative Careers
NCSL Staff Directories
Staff Directories
StateConnect Directory

Policy & Research Resources
Bill Information Service
Legislative Websites
NCSL Bookstore
State Legislatures Magazine

Accessibility Support
Tel: 18006592656 or 711
Accessibility Support
Accessibility Policy

Meeting Resources
Calendar
Online Registration

Press Room
Media Contact
NCSL in the News
Press Releases

Denver
7700 East First Place
Denver, CO 80230
Tel: 3033647700 | Fax: 3033647800

Washington
444 North Capitol Street, N.W., Suite 515
Washington, D.C. 20001
Tel: 2026245400 | Fax: 2027371069

Go 29384 Copyright 2015 by National Conference of State Legislatures Website Feedback

NCSL Member Toolbox

http://www.ncsl.org/meetings-training.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/legislators-staff/legislative-staff/jobs-clearinghouse-service.aspx
http://www.legislativecareers.org/
http://www.ncsl.org/aboutus/ncslservice/ncsl-staff-directories-and-online-requests.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/aboutus/ncslservice/staff-directory-search-form.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/aboutus/ncslservice/stateconnect-directory.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/aboutus/ncslservice/bill-information-services-overview.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/aboutus/ncslservice/state-legislative-websites-directory.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/bookstore.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/bookstore.aspx
tel:18006592656
http://www.ncsl.org/aboutus/ncslservice/ncsl-accessibility-help.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/aboutus/ncslservice/ncsl-accessibility-policy.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/meetings-training/ncsl-meetings-calendar.aspx
http://comm.ncsl.org/NCSLMeetings.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/press-room.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/press-room.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/press-room.aspx
tel:3033647700
tel:2026245400
file:///C:/Users/Laura.Rose/Documents/2015%20State%20Legislator%20Compensation.html



