
 
 "§ 7A-27. Appeals of right from the courts of the trial divisions.  

 

(a) Appeal lies of right directly to the Supreme Court in any of the following cases:  

(1)  All cases in which the defendant is convicted of murder in the first degree and the 

judgment of the superior court includes a sentence of death.  

(2) From any final judgment in a Business Court case designated as a mandatory complex 

business case pursuant to G.S. 7A-45.4 or designated as a discretionary complex business 

case pursuant to Rule 2.1 of the General Rules of Practice for the Superior and District 

Courts.  

(3) From any interlocutory order in a Business Court case of a Business Court Judge that 

does any of the following:  

a. Affects a substantial right.  

b. In effect determines the action and prevents a judgment from which an appeal 

might be taken.  

c. Discontinues the action.  

d. Grants or refuses a new trial. 

e. Rules on an opposition or objection[A1] to a Business Court designation under 7A-

45.4. 

(4) From any other order or judgment in a Business Court case[A2] from which an appeal is 

authorized by statute. 

(5) For purposes of subsections 7A-27(a)(2) through (a) (4), the phrase “Business Court case” 

refers to a case designated as a mandatory complex business case pursuant to G.S. 7A-45.4 or 

designated as a discretionary complex business case pursuant to Rule 2.1 of the General 

Rules of Practice for the Superior and District Courts[A3]. 

(a1) Appeal lies of right directly to the Supreme Court from any order or judgment of a court, either 

final or interlocutory, that holds that an act of the General Assembly is facially invalid on the basis 

that the act violates the North Carolina Constitution or federal law. Nothing in this subsection shall 

be deemed to apply to appeals from orders of the trial courts pertaining to criminal proceedings, to 

proceedings under Chapter 15A of the General Statutes, to proceedings making a collateral attack on 

any judgment entered in a criminal proceeding, or to appeals from orders of the trial courts pertaining 

to civil proceedings filed by a taxpayer pursuant to G.S. 105-241.17.  

(b) Except as provided in subsection (a) or (a1) of this section, appeal lies of right directly to the 

Court of Appeals in any of the following cases:  

(1) From any final judgment of a superior court, other than one based on a plea of guilty or 

nolo contendere, including any final judgment entered upon review of a decision of an 

administrative agency, except for a final judgment entered upon review of a court martial 

under G.S. 127A-62.  

(2) From any final judgment of a district court in a civil action. 
(3) From any interlocutory order or judgment of a superior court or district court in a civil 

action or proceeding that does any of the following:  

a. Affects a substantial right.  

b. In effect determines the action and prevents a judgment from which an appeal 

might be taken.  

c. Discontinues the action.  

d. Grants or refuses a new trial.  

e. Determines a claim prosecuted under G.S. 50-19.1.  



f. Grants temporary injunctive relief restraining the State or a political subdivision of 

the State from enforcing the operation or execution of an act of the General Assembly 

as applied against a party in a civil action. This sub-subdivision only applies where 

the State or a political subdivision of the State is a party in the civil action. This sub-

subdivision does not apply to facial challenges to an act's validity heard by a three-

judge panel pursuant to G.S. 1-267.1.  

(4) From any other order or judgment of the superior court from which an appeal is 

authorized by statute.  


