
Wake County Ordinances that Create Criminal Offenses Pursuant to NCGS §14-4(a) 
(Compiled Pursuant to S.L. 2018-69) 

 
 
Ordinance 
Punishable by 
G.S. 14-4(a) 
 

Description of Conduct Subject to 
Criminal Punishment Under the 
Ordinance 

Other Notes 

Wake County 
Unified 
Development 
Ordinance 
(“UDO”)  

The use of land or buildings, or the erection 
of buildings or structures, inconsistent with 
the UDO’s requirements for development 
standards including: (i) zoning (including 
type of use, lot size, density of 
development,  setbacks, buffers, parking, 
and impervious surface, as set forth in UDO 
Articles 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 17, and 19); (ii)  
subdivision of land (Articles 8 and 19); (iii)  
stormwater management (Article 9); (iv) 
erosion and sedimentation control (Article 
10); and (v) flood hazard management 
(Article 14)  
 
The subdivision, transfer, or sale of land by 
reference to a subdivision plat unless the 
subdivision has been approved and recorded 
in the manner required by UDO Article 19  
 
The recordation of a subdivision plat unless 
the plat has been approved in the manner 
required by UDO Article 19 
 
The installation or use of a sign inconsistent 
with the requirements of UDO Article 18 
regarding size, illumination, and location 
 
The use of a building or land, the use or 
installation of a sign, the subdivision or 
development of land, or any other activity 
requiring one or more permits under the 
UDO in any way that is inconsistent with 
any such permit or approval or any 
conditions imposed thereon 
 
Violation of the terms of any permit or 
approval granted under the UDO or any 

The Wake County Unified 
Development Ordinance is 
available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 
“Departments and Divisions,” 
click “Planning, Land Use, 
and Zoning,” click “Wake 
County UDO” 
 
The UDO consolidates all 
regulations that govern the 
development and subdivision 
of land in Wake County into 
one document.   

http://www.wakegov.com/


condition imposed upon such permit or 
approval  
The obscuring, obstruction, or destruction of 
any notice required to be posted or 
otherwise given under the UDO 
 
The violation of any lawful order issued 
under the UDO 
 
The continuation of any violation of a UDO 
provision     
 

Regulations 
Governing 
Wastewater 
Treatment and 
Dispersal 
Systems in 
Wake County 
(the “Wake 
County Septic 
Regs”)   

Constructing, installing, our utilizing an 
onsite wastewater treatment and dispersal 
system without first obtaining from the 
Wake County Environmental Services 
Department (or for certain types of systems, 
from the State of North Carolina) all permits 
and approvals required under the Wake 
County Septic Regs    
 
Owning or controlling property upon which 
an onsite wastewater treatment and dispersal 
system is installed and failing to prevent or 
correct a malfunction of the system.  A 
malfunction is defined as: (i) a discharge of 
sewage or effluent to the surface of the 
ground, to the surface waters, or directly 
into the groundwater; (ii) a back-up of 
sewage or effluent into the facility, building 
drains, collection system, or freeboard 
volume of the tanks; or (iii) a free liquid 
surface within 3 inches over the nitrification 
trench for 2 or more observations not less 
than 24 hours apart  
 

The Regulations Governing 
Wastewater Treatment and 
Dispersal Systems in Wake 
County are available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 
“Departments and Divisions,” 
click “Environmental 
Services,” click “Water 
Quality,” click “Septic & 
Wastewater” 
 
The Wake County Septic Regs 
incorporate by reference the 
Laws and Rules for Sewage 
Treatment and Disposal 
Systems codified at 15A 
NCAC 18A .1900 et seq., 
except where modified by the 
more stringent Wake County 
Septic Regs  
  

Regulations 
Governing 
Well 
Construction 
and 
Groundwater 
Protection in 
Wake County 
(the “Wake 

Renting or leasing, or offering to rent or 
lease, any residence or place of business 
which does not have a potable water supply 
 
Engaging in the following activities without 
first registering annually with the Wake 
County Environmental Services Department 
(“WCES”): (i) well contractor activities 
involving wells for irrigation, private or 
semi-public domestic use in Wake County; 

The Regulations Governing 
Well Construction and 
Groundwater Protection in 
Wake County are available 
online at www.wakegov.com, 
click “Departments and 
Divisions,” click 
“Environmental Services,” 
click “Water Quality,” click 
“Groundwater Protection &  

http://www.wakegov.com/
http://www.wakegov.com/


County Well 
Regs”) 

(ii) installing, replacing, or repairing pumps 
or other equipment in wells in Wake 
County; and (iii) collecting confirmation 
water samples from wells in Wake County  
 
Commencing with the construction, repair, 
alteration, or abandonment of a well without 
first obtaining all required permits and 
approvals from WCES  
 
Occupying any residence, place of business, 
or place of public assembly, or placing into 
use any newly constructed well, without 
WCES first determining by inspection and 
required testing that the well is in 
compliance with the Wake County Well 
Regs, all conditions required by the well 
permit have been met, and all required 
water quality standards have been met  
 

Wells,” click “Well 
Regulations & Ordinances,” 
click “Wake County 
Regulations” 

Regulations 
Governing the 
Investigation 
and Mitigation 
of Well 
Interference 

The failure of the owner of a well that has 
(or of multiple, interconnected wells that 
have) a known demand or a design demand 
of 10,000 gallons per day or greater for one 
day or more per year to register the well 
with the Wake County Environmental 
Services Department (“WCES”) 
 
The failure of the owner, lessee, operator, or 
other person in control of property upon 
which a well is installed that WCES has 
determined is, by its pumping, lowering the 
water level of another well such that the 
other well’s ability to provide an assured 
supply of water for drinking or waste 
removal is compromised to abate the 
resulting public health nuisance  
 
The failure of the owner, agent, or operator 
of a well that WCES has determined to 
merit investigation for possible well 
interference to cooperate with WCES’ 
investigation by submitting to WCES all 
required information, data, records, and 
results for the well that is being investigated 
 

The Regulations Governing 
the Investigation and 
Mitigation of Well 
Interference are available 
online at www.wakegov.com, 
click “Departments and 
Divisions,” click 
“Environmental Services,” 
click “Water Quality,” click 
“Groundwater Protection & 
Wells,” click “Well 
Regulations & Ordinances,” 
click “Wake County Well 
Interference Ordinance” 
 
 

http://www.wakegov.com/


The failure of the owner, agent, or operator 
of a well that WCES has determined is 
compromising another well’s ability to 
provide an assured supply of water for 
drinking or waste removal to implement 
required mitigation measures  
 

Wake County 
Department of 
Environmental 
Services 
Regulations 
Governing 
Swimming 
Pools (the 
“Wake County 
Pool Regs”) 

Constructing, installing, extending, 
modifying, or operating a public swimming 
pool without first obtaining all required 
inspections, permits and approvals from the 
Wake County Environmental Services 
Department (“WCES”) 
 
Operating a public swimming pool when the 
pool water’s bacteriological quality or water 
chemistry standard does not meet the safety 
requirements of the Wake County Pool 
Regs 
 
Owning real property containing a 
residential swimming pool that is not 
completely enclosed by a fence, wall, 
building, or other enclosure that meet the 
safety requirements of the Wake County 
Pool Regs 
 
Operating a public swimming pool with 
sanitary facilities, equipment areas, or 
chemical storage areas that are not 
constructed and maintained in the manner 
required by the Wake County Pool Regs 
 
Failing to maintain the pool deck, pool, and 
pool area of a public swimming pool in a 
manner that does not meet the safety 
requirements of the Wake County Pool 
Regs    
 

The Wake County 
Department of Environmental 
Services Regulations 
Governing Swimming Pools 
are available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 
“Departments and Divisions,” 
click “Environmental 
Services,” click 
“Environmental Health,” 
click “Public Swimming 
Pools,” click “Wake County 
swimming pool regulations” 
 
The Wake County Pool Regs 
supplement the North 
Carolina Rules Governing 
Public Swimming Pools 
codified at 15A NCAC 18A 
.2500 et seq. 

Wake County 
Regulations 
Governing 
Public 
Recreational 
Waters and 
Beaches 

Owning or operating a public recreational 
water or beach area and failing to follow the 
notification and closure procedures 
established by the Wake County 
Environmental Services Department 
(“WCES”) when WCES water quality 
sampling reveals that bacteriological water 

A description of the Wake 
County Regulations 
Governing Public 
Recreational Waters and 
Beaches is available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 
“Departments and Divisions,” 

http://www.wakegov.com/
http://www.wakegov.com/


quality is below a minimum standard for E. 
coli and Enterococci 

click “Environmental 
Services,” click “Water 
Quality,” click “Recreational 
Waters”  

Wake County 
Regulations 
Governing 
Integrated 
Mosquito 
Management 

Owning or occupying premises which an 
investigation by the Wake County 
Environmental Services Department 
(“WCES”) determines contains: (i) 
conditions conducive to mosquito breeding, 
and (ii) evidence of mosquito breeding, and 
failing to eliminate or treat the breeding 
source by filling, draining, removing, or 
eliminating the breeding source, emptying 
the breeding source of all water at least 
every 7 days, treating the breeding source 
with an effective insecticide or larvicide, or 
emptying artificial containers of all liquid 
and storing them in an enclosed structure  
 

 

Wake County 
Solid Waste 
Ordinance 
(Wake County 
Code of 
Ordinances, 
Chapter 50) 

The owner, occupant, tenant, or lessee of 
any property depositing, storing, or 
accumulating on his or her property, outside 
and uncovered, any “solid waste” (defined 
as material that is either discarded or has 
served its original intended use and is 
generally discarded, including but not 
limited to household garbage, construction 
debris, appliances, furniture, tires, tree 
branches, and stumps)  
 
The owner, occupant, tenant, or lessee of 
any property failing to remove all solid 
waste from his or her property at least once 
every 7 days  
 
The owner, occupant, tenant, or lessee of 
any property failing to store solid waste on 
his or her property in a manner that will 
resist harborage to rodents and vermin, will 
not create a fire hazard, and will not create a 
safety hazard for children  
 
Discarding, disposing, leaving, or dumping 
any solid waste on or along any street or 
highway, or on public or private property 

The Wake County Solid Waste 
Ordinance is available online 
at www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 50:  
Solid Waste” 

http://www.wakegov.com/


unless placed in a receptacle or at a location 
designated for the deposit of solid waste  
 
Disposing of construction wastes anywhere 
other than at a disposal site approved and 
permitted by the Wake County 
Environmental Services Department 
(“WCES”) 
 
Open burning of solid waste  
 
Dumping or depositing yard waste, 
refrigerators, ranges, water heaters, freezers, 
used oil, crap tires, or lead acid batteries 
into any County-owned sanitary landfill  
 
Collecting or transporting solid waste for 
hire without first: (i) obtaining the required 
license from the Wake County Solid Waste 
Management Division (the “Division”), (ii) 
having their means of conveyance inspected 
and approved by the Division, and (iii) 
following the Wake County Solid Waste 
Ordinance’s requirements regarding the 
frequency and manner of collecting and 
disposing of solid waste  
 
Disposing of solid waste in a Wake County-
owned landfill by a non-resident of Wake 
County  
 
Loitering or rummaging about a landfill or 
removing articles therefrom  
 
Discharging firearms, fireworks, or 
explosives on landfill property  
 
Operating a land-clearing and/or inert debris 
landfill: (i) without first obtaining a permit 
from the Division, and (ii) in a manner 
inconsistent with the Division’s 
requirements regarding sedimentation and 
erosion control, dust control, surface water 
protection, and prohibition on open burning 
 



Sweeping, throwing, or depositing, or 
permitting, allowing, maintaining, or 
contributing to the sweeping, throwing, or 
depositing of any litter into, upon or along a 
drain, gutter, street, road, highway, 
sidewalk, alley, vacant or occupied lot, 
walk, parking lot, embankment, or upon any 
public or private premises within the 
County  
 

Wake County 
Animal 
Control 
Ordinance 
(Wake County 
Code of 
Ordinances, 
Chapter 91) 

The abuse, injury, deprivation of necessary 
sustenance and shelter, abandonment, or 
killing of any animal 
 
The breeding or reproduction of a diseased 
animal  
 
The owner of an animal allowing the animal 
to be at large off the owner’s real property 
when not under the restraint of a competent 
person (except for hunting dogs in the 
course of hunting) 
 
The owner or person having possession, 
custody, or control of a dog allowing the 
dog to enter any public park without being 
on a leash (unless the park is a dog park) 
 
The owner or person having possession, 
custody or control of a female dog or female 
cat allowing the dog or cat to be at large 
during its estrus period 
 
The owning, keeping, possessing, or 
maintaining of an animal in a manner that 
creates a nuisance by: (i) habitually 
disturbing or interfering with humans; (ii) 
tipping over garbage pails or damaging 
flowers, gardens or vegetables; (iii) failing 
to confine in a building or secure enclosure 
a female dog while in estrus; (iv) barking, 
whining, howling, or yowling in a 
continuous or untimely fashion, or making 
other noise that results in a serious 
annoyance or interference with the 
reasonable use and enjoyment of 

The Wake County Animal 
Control Ordinance is 
available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 91:  
Animals” 

http://www.wakegov.com/


neighboring premises; (v) chasing, snapping 
at, or otherwise molesting pedestrians, 
bicyclists, motor vehicle passengers, or farm 
stock or domestic animals; (vi) habitually 
loitering on public places, or (vii) is 
diseased and dangerous to the health of the 
public unless under the care of a licensed 
veterinarian 
 
Any person other than an Animal Control 
Officer or the officer’s designee: (i) 
removing any animal from a trap placed on 
private or public property to trap and 
remove stray, at large, abandoned, or 
nuisance animals, or (ii) removing or 
tampering with the trap  
 
The keeping of any inherently dangerous 
mammal (defined as bears, members of the 
Canidae family other than domestic dogs, 
and members of the Felidae family other 
than domestic cats) within the County, 
except by research institutions or traveling 
fairs or circuses 
 
The owner of a dog that has been designated 
a “Dangerous Dog” or “Potentially 
Dangerous Dog” by Wake County Animal 
Control failing to: (i) restrain the dog on the 
owner’ real property either inside the house, 
within a secure enclosure, or within a solid, 
physical fence at least 6 feet tall and in the 
presence of an adult, (ii) have the dog on a 
leash controlled by a competent adult and 
muzzled when the dog is off the owner’s 
real property, or (iii) inform Wake County 
Animal Control no later than 24 hours after 
such dog assaults, attacks, or bites a human, 
attacks or bites any domesticated animal or 
pet while at large, or escapes    
 
Training dogs in mode of attack at any 
location where the training is not conducted 
within a fence or structure of adequate 
height to prevent the dog from jumping, 
climbing, or otherwise escaping  



 
Teasing or molesting any animal  
 
Interfering with any Wake County Animal 
Control officers or veterinarians in the 
performance of their duty, or releasing any 
animal in the custody of Animal Control  
 
Failing to comply with state law relating to 
the control of rabies, including failure to 
provide current inoculation against rabies 
for any dog or cat 4 months of age or older, 
or for any other pet should it be deemed 
necessary by County public health staff, and 
including any requirements for destruction 
or quarantine of an animal    
 
The owner of a dog failing to provide the 
dog with a collar upon which to attach the 
numbered metallic tag indicting when the 
dog has been inoculated against rabies    
 
The owner of a dog or cat failing to provide 
written proof that he animal has a current 
rabies inoculation when Wake County 
Animal Control demands written proof  
 
Failing to report as soon as possible that an 
animal has bitten a person, and failing to 
inform Wake County Animal Control of the 
whereabouts of an animal that has bitten a 
person       
 
Killing or releasing: (i) any animal under 
observation for rabies, (ii) any animal 
suspected of having been exposed to rabies, 
or (iii) any animal that has bitten a human  
 

Wake County 
Deadly 
Weapons and 
Concealed 
Handguns 
Ordinance 
(Wake County 
Code of 

Displaying any deadly weapon (defined as a 
bowie knife, dirk, dagger, slung shot, loaded 
cane, metallic knuckles, razor, shuriken, 
stun gun, pistol, or gun) while on County-
owned or County-controlled property 
 

The Wake County Deadly 
Weapons and Concealed 
Handguns Ordinance is 
available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 32:  

http://www.wakegov.com/


Ordinances, 
Chapters 
32.01- 32.03) 

Carrying a concealed handgun while in or 
about any County-owned building, their 
appurtenant premises and parks  
 

County Policies,” scroll down 
to Chapters 32.01 – 32.03 

Wake County 
Smoking, 
Tobacco, and 
Vapor Product 
Use Ordinance 
(Wake County 
Code of 
Ordinances, 
Chapter 32.15) 

The use or possession of a lighted cigarette, 
lighted cigar, lighted pipe, or any other 
lighted tobacco product in any County 
building, in any County vehicle, or on any 
County grounds  
 
The use of any product that contains 
tobacco and is intended for human 
consumption in any County building, in any 
County vehicle, or on any County grounds 
 
The use of any non-combustible product 
that employs a mechanical heating element, 
battery, or electronic circuit regardless of 
shape or size and that can be used to heat a 
liquid nicotine solution contained in a vapor 
cartridge in any County building, in any 
County vehicle, or on any County grounds  
   

The Wake County Smoking, 
Tobacco, and Vapor Product 
Use Ordinance is available 
online at www.wakegov.com, 
click “Government,” click 
“County Ordinances,” click 
“View Code,” click “Chapter 
32:  County Policies,” scroll 
down to Chapter 32.15 

Wake County 
Emergency 
Management 
Ordinance 
(Wake County 
Code of 
Ordinances, 
Chapters 70.01 
– 70.36) 

The willful hindrance, obstruction, or delay 
of: (i) any County or municipal employee or 
volunteer, or (ii) any County or municipal 
department, board, or council member 
acting to ensure the complete and efficient 
utilization of all resources of the County and 
its municipalities in the event of an 
occurrence or imminent threat of 
widespread or severe damage, injury or loss 
of life or property resulting from any natural 
or human-made accidental, military or 
paramilitary cause  
 
The violation of any prohibition or 
restriction imposed by a proclamation 
declaring a State of Emergency endangering 
the lives, safety, health and welfare of the 
people within the County or any part thereof  
      

The Wake County Emergency 
Management Ordinance is 
available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 70:  
General Provisions,” scroll 
down to Chapters 70.01 – 
70.36) 

Wake County 
Ordinance 
Regarding 
Road Names 

The owner or occupant of a lot or building 
failing to clearly display road address 
numbers so that the location can be 
identified easily from the road as follows: 

The Wake County Ordinance 
Regarding Road Names is 
available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 

http://www.wakegov.com/
http://www.wakegov.com/
http://www.wakegov.com/


(Wake County 
Code of 
Ordinances, 
Chapters 71.01 
– 71.99) 

the official address number must be (i) 
displayed on the front of a building or at the 
entrance to a building which is most clearly 
visible from the street or road during both 
day and night; (ii) displayed at the end of 
the driveway or easement nearest the road 
which provides access to the building, if the 
building is more than 75 feet from any road; 
(iii) displayed in numerals at least 3 inches 
in height for single-family dwellings, at 
least 6 inches in height for multiple 
dwelling units and nonresidential buildings, 
and of contrasting color to the background 
   

“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 71:  
Road Names,” scroll down to 
Chapters 71.01 – 70.99) 

Fire 
Prevention 
Code of Wake 
County (Wake 
County Code 
of Ordinances, 
Chapters 72.01 
– 72.12) 

Failure to comply with an order served by 
the Fire Marshal or his or her assistants to 
remove or remedy dangerous materials or 
conditions that could increase the risk of fire 
or explosion 

The Fire Prevention Code of 
Wake County is available 
online at www.wakegov.com, 
click “Government,” click 
“County Ordinances,” click 
“View Code,” click “Chapter 
72:  Fire Prevention and 
Protection,” scroll down to 
Chapters 72.01 – 72.12) 
 

Wake County 
Alarm Systems 
Ordinance 
(Wake County 
Code of 
Ordinances, 
Chapters 90.01 
– 90.99) 

The activation by any person of a robbery or 
burglary alarm for the purpose of 
summoning law enforcement officers when 
no robbery, burglary, or other crime 
dangerous to life or property is being 
committed or attempted, or to otherwise 
cause a false alarm  
 
The failure by any person to pay a civil 
penalty assessed upon a determination that 
the Wake County Sheriff’s Office has 
responded to 3 or more false alarms at the 
same location within a 12-month period 
 

The Wake County Alarm 
Systems Ordinance is 
available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 90:  
Alarm Systems,” scroll down 
to Chapters 90.01 – 90.99) 

Noise 
Pollution 
Ordinance of 
Wake County 
(Wake County 
Code of 
Ordinances, 

The emission or creation by any person of 
any unreasonably loud, disturbing, or 
unnecessary noise in the County  
 
The creation or emission by any person of 
noise of the character, intensity or duration 
so as to be: (i) detrimental to the health of 
any individual, or (ii) above the sound 

The Noise Pollution 
Ordinance of Wake County is 
available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 92:  

http://www.wakegov.com/
http://www.wakegov.com/
http://www.wakegov.com/


Chapters 92.01 
– 92.10) 

emission decibel limits set forth in the Noise 
Pollution Ordinance 
 
The playing by any person of any radio, 
music player, television, audio system, or 
musical instrument at a volume which is 
plainly audible to persons other than those 
who are in the premises in which the device 
or instrument is played 
 
The playing by any person of any radio, 
music player, television, or audio system 
upon a public right-of-way or upon other 
public property in a manner or at a volume 
so as to disturb the quiet, comfort and 
repose of others  
 
The playing by any person of any radio, 
music player, or audio system in a motor 
vehicle at a volume which is plainly audible 
to persons other than the occupants of the 
vehicle  
 
The operation, by any person, of a sound 
magnifying device mounted on a vehicle: (i) 
between the hours of 8 PM and 10 AM, or 
(ii) at any time within 500 feet of any 
church, school or hospital at a volume 
which is plainly audible to persons other 
than the occupants of the vehicle, or (iii) on 
a Sunday 
 
Causing or allowing the emission of sound 
from any source, at any time, which exceeds 
the decibel limits set forth in the Noise 
Ordinance for more than 10% of any 
measuring period    
 
The creation or emission by any person of 
the following sounds: (i) the sounding of 
any horn or signal device on any motor 
vehicle (except as a danger signal) so as to 
create any unreasonably loud or harsh 
sound, or the sounding of the device for an 
unnecessary an unreasonable period of time; 
(ii) the use of any motor vehicle so out of 

Noise,” scroll down to 
Chapters 92.01 – 92.10) 



repair or so loaded so as to create loud or 
unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling or 
other noise; (iii) the use of any gong or siren 
upon any vehicle other than emergency 
vehicles; (iv) the playing of any sound 
magnifying device, radio, television, 
phonograph amplifier system, tape deck, 
tape recorder, or musical instrument in such 
a manner or with such volume between 11 
PM and 7 AM so as to annoy or disturb the 
quiet, comfort or repose of any person in 
any dwelling unit or other residence; (iv) the 
blowing of any steam whistle attached to 
any stationary boiler except to give notice of 
the time to begin or stop work or as a 
warning of danger; (v) the discharge into the 
open air of the exhaust of any steam engine, 
stationary internal combustion engine, 
motor vehicle, or motorboat engine, except 
through a muffler; (vi) the use of any 
mechanical device operated by compressed 
air unless the noise created thereby is 
muffled and reduced; (vii) the creation or 
emission of excessive noise associated with 
the erection, alteration, substantial repair, or 
demolition of any building, earth moving 
activities, street paving, or utility 
construction, in a residential or business 
district between the hours of 11 PM and 7 
AM; (viii) the creation of any excessive 
noise on any street adjacent to any school, 
institution of learning, church or court while 
the same are in session, or within 150 feet 
of any hospital, which unreasonably 
interferes with the working of such 
institution or which disturbs patients in the 
hospital; (ix) the creation of loud and 
excessive noise in connection with loading 
or unloading any vehicles, or the opening, 
closing or destruction of bales, boxes, 
crates, and containers; (x) the shouting and 
crying of peddlers, barkers, hawkers or 
vendors which disturbs the quiet and peace 
of the neighborhood; (xi) the use of any 
drum, loudspeaker, or other instrument or 
device for the purpose of attracting attention 



by creation of noise to any performance, 
show or sale or display of merchandise 
(except in connection with a public parade, 
procession, fair, circus, or athletic event); 
(xii) the operation of a garage or filling 
station in any residential district so as to 
cause loud or offensive noises to be emitted 
therefrom between 11 PM and 7 AM; (xiii) 
the firing or discharging of firearms in the 
streets or elsewhere for the purpose of 
making noise or disturbance; (xiv) the 
conducting of “turkey shoot” contests where 
firearms are discharged in trials of skill and 
the contestants shoot for turkeys or other 
prizes between 11 PM and 7 AM; and (xv) 
the keeping of any bird, livestock or other 
animal which by causing frequent or long 
continued noise disturbs the comfort or 
repose of individuals in the vicinity        
   

Wake County 
Parades and 
Picketing 
Ordinance 
(Wake County 
Code of 
Ordinances, 
Chapters 93.01 
– 93.99) 

Engaging in, participating in, forming or 
starting any parade without first obtaining a 
permit from the Sheriff  
 
Conducting or participating in any parade at 
any time other than the time specified in the 
permit  
 
Engaging in or participating in a parade or 
picket while doing any of the following: (i) 
possessing firearms or dangerous weapons 
of any kind within 500 feet of the parade or 
picket; or (ii) transporting a hand-carried 
sign or poster that is of greater density than 
8-ply, .030 thickness cardboard or that has a 
support made of metal or thicker than 1 inch 
by 2 inches  
 
Unreasonably hampering, obstructing, 
impeding, or interfering with any parade or 
picket, or with any person, vehicle or animal 
participating or used in a parade or picket   
   

The Wake County Parades 
and Picketing Ordinance is 
available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 93:  
Parades and Picketing,” scroll 
down to Chapters 93.01 – 
93.99) 

Wake County 
Begging, 
Solicitation, 

Begging, panhandling, or soliciting for 
personal benefit upon the streets or any 
other public property in the unincorporated 

The Wake Begging, 
Solicitation, and Vehicular 
Interference Ordinance is 

http://www.wakegov.com/


and Vehicular 
Interference 
Ordinance 

areas of Wake County without first 
obtaining a permit from the Wake County 
Environmental Services Department  
 
Obstructing pedestrian or vehicular traffic 
while engaging in properly permitted 
begging, panhandling, or soliciting 

available online at 
www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 94:  
Begging, Solicitation, and 
Vehicular Interference,” 
scroll down to Chapters 94.01 
– 94.99) 
 

Wake County 
Community 
Antenna 
Television 
Systems 
Ordinance  

Engaging in the construction, operation, 
maintenance, or provision of a community 
antenna television system in the 
unincorporated areas of the county without 
having first obtained a valid franchise  

The Wake County Community 
Antenna Television Systems 
Ordinance is available online 
at www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 110:  
Community Antenna 
Television Systems,” scroll 
down to Chapters 110.01 – 
110.03) 
 

Wake County 
Emergency 
Medical 
Services and 
Ambulance 
Services 
Ordinance  

Furnishing, operating, conducting, 
maintaining, advertising, or otherwise 
engaging in the provision of non-emergency 
ambulance service, convalescent ambulance 
service, or specialty care transport service 
within the geographic boundaries of Wake 
County without first having been granted a 
franchise by the Wake County Board of 
Commissioners, or without being exempted 
from the franchise requirement  
 
Violating any term or provision of a 
franchise granted pursuant to this ordinance 
   

The Wake County Emergency 
Medical Services and 
Ambulance Services 
Ordinance is available online 
at www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 111:  
Emergency Medical Services 
and Ambulance Services,” 
scroll down to Chapters 
111.01 – 111.06) 

Wake County 
Massage 
Parlors and 
Health Salons 
Ordinance 

Operating or carrying on a massage parlor, 
health salon, physical culture studio, club or 
establishment wherein physical culture, 
massage, hydrotherapy, or other physical 
treatment of the human body is carried on or 
practiced without first obtaining a license 
from the county  
 
Continuing a business or trade for which a 
license is required from the county pursuant 

The Wake County Massage 
Parlors and Health Salons 
Ordinance is available online 
at www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 112:  
Massage Parlors and Health 
Salons,” scroll down to 
Chapters 112.01 – 112.25) 

http://www.wakegov.com/
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to this ordinance after the expiration of said 
license  
 
Failing to post the license required pursuant 
to the ordinance conspicuously at the place 
of business for which the license was 
obtained  
  

Wake County 
Firearms 
Ordinance 

Discharging a gun, rifle, or pistol on or from 
the traveled portion of any public street or 
highway  
 
Any person other than the owner or lessee 
of a dwelling, or a member of the immediate 
family actually residing in the dwelling, to 
discharge a gun, rifle or pistol within 100 
yards of the dwelling without the written 
permission of the owner or lessee of the 
property  
 
Discharging a gun, rifle or pistol within 100 
yards of any building reasonably likely to be 
occupied, including but not limited to a 
church, school, warehouse, or any 
playground or park  
 
Discharging a gun, rifle or pistol within 100 
yards of any domestic livestock belonging 
to others without first procuring the 
permission of the owner of the domestic 
livestock  
 
Discharging a gun, rifle or pistol in such a 
way as will, or is likely to, result in the load 
thereof leaving the property upon which the 
firearm is legally discharged  
 

The Wake County Firearms 
Ordinance is available online 
at www.wakegov.com, click 
“Government,” click “County 
Ordinances,” click “View 
Code,” click “Chapter 130:  
Firearms,” scroll down to 
Chapters 130.01 – 130.06) 
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