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AN ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT SMOKING AND THE USE OF OTHER TOBACCO 

PRODUCTS IN THE CITY OF CHERRYVILLE BUILDINGS AND VEHICLES AND ON 

ALL CITY OF CHERRYVILLE GROUNDS 

Chapter 20   20-5

WHEREAS, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), tobacco use and 

secondhand smoke exposure are leading preventable causes of illness and premature death in 

North Carolina and the nation; and 

WHEREAS, on January 2, 2010, "An Act to Prohibit Smoking In Certain Public Places And Certain 

Places of Employment", North Carolina Session Law 2009-27, became effective, authorizing 

local governments to adopt and enforce ordinances "that are more restrictive than State law 

and that apply in local government buildings, on local government grounds, in local vehicles, or 

in public places;" and 

WHEREAS, in 2006, a report issued by the United States Surgeon General stated that the 

scientific evidence indicates that there is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand smoke, 

and that secondhand smoke has been proven to cause cancer, heart disease, and asthma 

attacks in both smokers and nonsmokers; and 

WHEREAS, the CDC advises that all individuals with coronary heart disease or known risk 

factors for coronary heart disease should avoid all indoor environments that permit smoking; 

and 

WHEREAS, in air quality tests, concentrations of secondhand smoke in vehicles have been 

found to be far greater than in any other micro-environments tested, including smoke-free 

homes, smokers' homes, smoke-filled bars, and outdoor air - even with a vehicle's windows 

open and its fan set on high; and 

WHEREAS, research indicates that, during active smoking, outdoor levels of secondhand smoke 

may be as high as indoor levels and may pose a health risk for people in close proximity (such as 

those sitting beside someone on a park bench or children accompanying a smoking parent or 

guardian); and 

WHEREAS, tobacco is a recognized carcinogen in humans, and health risks associated with the 

use of tobacco products include myocardial infarction, stroke, and adverse reproductive 

outcomes; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Cherryville is committed to providing a safe and healthy workplace in all 

City of Cherryville facilities for its employees and a safe and healthy environment for the visiting 

public; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Cherryville wishes to minimize the harmful effects of tobacco use among 

municipal employees and eliminate secondhand smoke exposure for employees and the public 

in and on those buildings, vehicles, and grounds controlled by the City of Cherryville; and 
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