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Powell Bill History 

02/05/2016 NCLM – Powell Bill 3 

• Sen. Junius K. Powell 

 

• Proposed in 1951 that 

because cities share in road 

responsibility, they should 

also share in gas tax 

 

• No corresponding local 

revenue source to gas tax 

Junius K. Powell 

1951 N.C. Senate portrait 

Courtesy: N.C. State Archives 



Powell Bill History 
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1951 

 

$4.5 million 

 

386 
municipalities 

 

2015 

 

$147.7 million 

 

507 
municipalities 

 



Powell Bill History 
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100,000 or greater 
$66.6 million 

Under 10,000 
$29.3 million 

10-25,000 
$19.5 million 

25-50,000 $19.1 
million 

50-100,000 
$15.2 

million 

FY14-15 Powell Bill Expenditures by Population 



Powell Bill History 

02/05/2016 NCLM – Powell Bill 6 

Originally…  Then…  Now  



Current Powell Bill Uses 
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$18,200 

$27,026 

$74,739 

$314,298 

$618,952 

$996,640 

$1,666,059 

$1,722,688 

$3,431,368 

$4,091,370 

$4,967,640 

$4,977,054 

$5,119,298 

$19,988,759 

$37,867,876 

$63,737,582 

Greenways

Bikeways

TIP

Bridge Construction and Repair

Right of Way

Curb & Gutter

New Construction

Snow & Ice Removal

Engineering

Drainage & Storm Sewer

New Equipment

Sidewalks

Traffic Control

Debt Service Payment

Maintenance

Paving & Resurfacing

What Did Cities Spend Powell Bill Funds 
on in FY2014-15? 



Current Powell Bill Uses 
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Street Construction 
& Maintenance 

69.2% 

Other Streets-
Related 

Expenditures         
27.4% 

Bikeways, 
Greenways & 

Sidewalks 
3.4% 

What Areas did Cities Spend FY14-15 Powell Bill 
Funds In? 



Current Powell Bill Uses 
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Current Powell Bill Uses 
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Possible Changes 
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•Administrative 

 
• Clarify that all activities related to resurfacing may be 

classified as resurfacing 

 

• Currently maintenance activities undertaken in 

preparation for resurfacing may be classified as 

maintenance 



Possible Powell Bill Changes 
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FY13-14 municipal revenues 

spent on streets & highways: 

$433.4 million 

|--------------------------------------------| 

FY14-15 

Powell Bill 

expenditures: 

$149.6 million 

|---------------| 



Questions?  

 

 

 

 

Rose Vaughn Williams 
Associate Director for Public 

and Government Affairs 

N.C. League of Municipalities 

rwilliams@nclm.org  

919-715-2911 
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