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The NC Policy Collaboratory was established in the 

summer of 2016 by the North Carolina General 

Assembly for the purpose of disseminating the 

policy and research expertise of the University of 

North Carolina System for practical use by state 

and local government. 

The Collaboratory is a unique, 

�rst-of-its-kind model that 

provides the necessary link 

between science and policy.

The Collaboratory focuses on projects across the 

State to better understand the environmental and 

economic components associated with managing 

North Carolina’s vast natural resources. From 

wild�re mitigation in the mountains to oyster 

restoration along the coast, these projects seek to 

explore new technologies and concepts for 

improving the environment, economy and people of 

North Carolina.

The Collaboratory has been directed to develop and 

disseminate relevant best practices to interested 

parties, lead and participate in projects across the 

State related to natural resources management 

and is authorized to make policy recommendations 

directly to the General Assembly.

A collaboratory is a laboratory without walls in 

which faculty, staff and students can perform their 

research without regard to physical location. This 

helps facilitate collaborative interaction across the 

UNC System, providing greater access to expert 

personnel, analytical instrumentation, data and 

computational resources.
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Where We Are

Collaboratory research depicted represents more than $4M in research funding.
Research budget totals from FY 16-17 projected through FY 18-19 include direct funding by the NCGA, external fundraising and utilization of NCGA challenge grant.

Active or Completed Collaboratory Initiative Active NCGA-Mandated Study

Jordan/Falls Lake Nutrient Mgmt (2016-22)
Piehler et al. / UNC-CH and NCSU / $1,960,000
through FY 2018-19.  Projected totals through
FY 18-19 include $1.5M from NCGA + $360,500
supplement from Collaboratory; NCGA has
budgeted an additional $1.5M for this project
for FY 19-20 through FY 21-22

Floodplain Buyout Economic 
Analysis (2017-18) 
Salvesen / UNC-CH / $75,000

Saline Battery Storage (2018-19)
Coronell / UNC-CH / $54,825

Oyster Restoration / Economic
Development (2016-18)
Peterson & Fodrie (UNC-CH IMS) and 
Business School (UNC-CH) / $283,986*
NCGA mandate (Sec 14.1 SL 2016-94;
Sec 13.13 SL 2017-57; Sec 4.1 SL 2017-197)
*(NCGA funding @ $150k + supplemental
funding from Collaboratory)

Hurricane Matthew (2016-17)
Smith, Engel, Lenhardt UNC-CH / $603,500

Statewide Emerging Contaminants Initiative (2018-19)
MacDonald-Gibson / UNC CH  
$430,000 + $100,000 yet to be allocated
Co-PIs Knappe (NCSU), Mead (UNCW), Sun (UNCC), DeWitt (ECU),
Ferguson (Duke), Hughes and Lockett (UNC-CH)

Energy Storage (2017-18)
DeCarolis / NCSU / $190,000

NCGA mandate (Sec 10.25 SL 2017-57 and Sec 12 SL 2017-192)

Biogas (2018-19)
Principal Investigator TBD / $50,000 allocated

Environmental Data Assessment (2017-18)
Lenhardt / UNC-CH / $42,000

NCGA mandate (Sec 13.7 SL 2017-57 and Sec 20.1 SL 2017-209)

Invasive Species – 
Hydrilla (2018-19)

Richardson / NCSU / $50,000

Stewardship of Private
Water Wells (2017-18)

MacDonald-Gibson / UNC-CH / $75,000

Wild�re Mitigation (2017)
Shankar  / UNC-CH / $58,000

Invasive Species on Native Hemlocks (2018-2019)
1. Economic Impact

Whitehead / App State / $59,401
2. Hemlock Resilience / Treatment

PI TBD / $50,000 allocated for 2018-19

Water / Wastewater
Infrastructure (2016-17)

Rosenfeld / UNC-CH / $75,000

New Collaboratory Initiative

Lead in Neuse River (2017-18)
Coleman / UNC-CH / $75,000

Environmental Research 
Intern Program (2018-2019)
Hughes / UNC-CH / $50,250


