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30 YEARS WORKING IN RURAL NC
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BRIDGING THE RURAL-URBAN DIVIDE
3



4



52% of urban North Carolina was born 
out of state

American Community Survey B05002, Born in State of Residence

35% of rural North Carolina was born 
out of state
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RURAL ROAD TRIP
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What have we heard?
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SIGNIFICANT OPPORTUNITIES
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SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVES
17



EXISTING RESOURCES
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The top-three issues:
• Broadband
• Health
• Small-business retention & 

entrepreneurship development
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RURAL BROADBAND
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HEALTH

36%
Taxable 
wages 

increase 
(2000-2015) 

$2.3 billion
Taxable 
wages

179,069
Jobs
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EXISTING BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP
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May 29, 2018
NC Museum of History

Raleigh, NC 
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