
Drainage Issues in the Blacklands 
A Washington County Perspective 

Newland Road at C Canal 



4” Rain Event in 36 Hours 



RELATIVELY DRY OVER THE PAST 7 DAYS 



AT LEAST A 50% CHANCE OF AN EVENT THIS SIZE EACH YEAR 



10% CHANCE OF AN EVENT NEARLY TWICE THIS SIZE EACH YEAR 



Greg Clayton’s Wheat Field 
Tetterton Farm 

South of Highway 99 



Larry Boyd’s 
Gerald Allen Farm 

North of Highway 99 



Mike Harris’s 
East Side of Railroad Bed Road 



3B Farms 
West of Shore Drive 



WHAT CAN WE DO? 

South Side of Highway 99 



3 PRONGED APPROACH 

South Side of Highway 99 



LOCAL EFFORT 

Newland Road at B Canal 



BETTER MAINTANCE ON MAJOR CANALS 

Newland Road at B Canal 



REMOVE SNAGS AND OBSTRUCTIONS 

Newland Road 



STATE EFFORT 

Cherry Road at Ambrose Road 



NC DOT 
CAN CLEAR HIGHWAY CROSSINGS  

Highway 99 at #12 Canal 



ELIMINATE DOUBLE CULVERTS 
WHERE POSSIBLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION 

Highway 99 at #12 Canal 



THIS IS A SINGLE CULVERT 
ABOUT ¼ MILE UPSTREAM OF THE PREVIOUS SLIDE 



PETTIGREW STATE PARK 
CAN BETTER MANAGE  

WATER LEVEL IN 

LAKE PHELPS 

West side of Lake Phelps 



WITH CURRENT MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES 
LAKE PHELPS 

FLOODS ADJOINING PROPERTY 
DURING RAIN EVENTS 

Shore Drive west of Lake Phelps 

LAST SATURDAY (2/6/16) LAKE PHELPS WAS AT 11.9’ (NAVD29) 

JURISDICTIONAL BOUNDARY IS AT 11.5’ 



PETTIGREW STATE PARK NEEDS TO REPLACE 
ANTIQUATED MANUAL DISCHARGE STRUCTURES 
WITH PROPERLY SIZED AUTOMATIC STRUCTURES 

30 Foot Canal near State Park Office 



VAN SWAMP GAME LAND  
DRAINS INTO ALBEMARLE DRAINAGE DISTRICT 

BUT PAYS NO DRAINAGE TAX 



VAN SWAMP GAME LAND 
IS ABOUT 37% OF THIS DRAINAGE 



FEDERAL EFFORT 

Dehoog Road 



BETTER WATER MANAGEMENT 
BY 

POCOSIN LAKES 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

Dehoog Road 



POCOSIN LAKES NWR DUMPS AN ESTIMATED 25 CFS 
 INTO THE EDDIE SMITH DRAINAGE DISTRICT THRU RISERS 

F2 block beside Shore Drive 



POCOSIN LAKES NWR DRAINS AN UNDETRMINED AMOUNT 
OF ADDITIONAL WATER ACROSS ADJOINING TRACTS 

F1 Block near Etheridge Road 



ADDITIONAL FUNDING IS NEEDED FOR 
CLEARING AND SNAGGING 

OF OUTFALLS Kendricks Creek at Roper 



QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS 


