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Session Law 2018-29
• This summarizes what the new law had on construction.
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Session Law 2018-29
• NCDOI has instituted the changes specified by the Law. Notice to

all inspection departments of the 2 business day requirement on all

requested inspections was sent out shortly after the passage of the law.

• The law and the efforts of NCDOI have provided a more service oriented 

atmosphere for the building community.​

• NCDOI has begun to compile inspection department results related to:​
– Inspection departments that are not within the two business days.​

– Proper use of the permit fees for the administration and activities of the inspection departments.
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Metrics and Accomplishments

• Session law 2018-29 has also defined mutual aid contracts as an option for use by

Inspection departments experiencing high inspection demand.

• NCDOI has answered calls from permit holders and responded by calling the

jurisdiction to determine if a requested inspection will not be performed within two

business days. Because of our work and those of the jurisdictions, no official written

request has been submitted to us to provide inspections.

• There are several areas effected by the Hurricanes. These areas are still experiencing

a high volume of inspections and will for some time as the recovery continues.
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Metrics and Accomplishments

• A recent survey sent to 220 building inspection departments shows that

less than 1% are out more than two business days verses 8-10% from a

survey before the new law.

• Jurisdictions are hiring more inspectors across the state and ones from

out of state with ICC certifications.

• More inspections are being performed statewide and in a timely manner.
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Session Law 2018-29
• In an effort to determine the root cause of the inefficiency in the building

process the law gave NCDOI the opportunity to collect information about

the performance of the building community as well.

• As a result, inspection departments are reporting on residential

builders in which have 15 or more separate framing violations.
– The violation list of so many items is a significant tax on the inspectors time.​

– This impacts the inspection schedule for the remainder of the day.

– This impacts other builders that have checked their projects and are ready.

– Is typically a clear indication of a builder that was not ready.
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Session Law 2018-29
• As a result of the authority, NCDOI’s positive reporting techniques, and

the desire of the regulatory and building communities to embrace these

proactive changes, great strides have been made in the efficiency of the

building process.

• NCDOI has taken an active role in identifying and actively

pursuing improvement with builders identified as having 15 violations or

greater.

• Marked improvements in builder performance have resulted from

this data collection.
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Session Law 2018-29
• Since July 1, NCDOI has 136 framing inspection reports that have 15 or

more code violations. Not all reports have been sent.

• Upon receiving the report and verifying the violations are valid, NCDOI

sends an email to the permit holder and often calls and speaks to them.

• NCDOI has met with builders and jurisdictions about the reports.

• NCDOI has made a common violation checklist in English and Spanish

and sent it out to the home builders and jurisdictions to share.
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Framing 

Reports
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Report Data

• One framing inspection took 8 hours and had 102 code violations. This

rolled 12-14 other requested inspections.

• Builders in the high growth areas have a difficult time complying with the

Code due to the lack of knowledge or time and skilled personnel.

• Due to the understanding that reports would be sent to NCDOI and with

our proactive approach, builders have improved.

• Inspectors are performing a complete inspection per SL2018-29.

• The reduction in re-inspections has saved money across the board.

• Lower costs produces more affordable homes to every citizen.
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Report Data
• Out of the 135 framing reports, roughly 14% are from custom builders.

This mirrors the current trend in the South Atlantic from 2017 data.

Fastest growing jurisdictions (pop%):

1 – Wake County

2 – Waxhaw

3 – Leland [ 2010 – 2018 ]

4 – Morrisville

5 – Holly Springs

6 – Cabarrus County

7 – Wake Forest

8 – Mebane

9 – Apex

10 - Clayton
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Housing Starts
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Further Results and Survey

• In a recent survey of 220 building inspection departments, 80% say that

the builders have improved code compliance and 72.86% are for

extending the reporting to any of all inspections.

• Added inspection capacity makes for completing inspections without

delays and time to assist builders that needs help.
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Conclusion
The passage of HB 948 has produced positive affects throughout the state. The entire home building

community has benefited. Less cost, more inspections, and improved Code compliance saves time and

money for home builders, commercial contractors, jurisdictions and the citizens of our state.

A simple analysis of such savings we have estimated so far (½ year since July 2018):

One less framing inspection (jurisdiction) $75

5-10 days less of production (builder) $750

5-10 days less on construction loan (bank) $250

$1,075 per house

($1,075 per house) x (30,000 homes produced) = $32,250,000*

* Note: This estimate is conservative. More than 70% of the homes are being built in high growth counties

throughout North Carolina. With future passage of HB 949 - The Code Response Team will result in more

consistent inspections and improved Code compliance through field training to builders and trade

subcontractors. This will increase the savings close to 100 million per year.

Let’s build North Carolina together.

5-Star Plan

14




