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Abbreviations

ALJ — Administrative Law Judge

CON - Certificate of Need

DHSR — Division of Health Services Regulation

ICF/IID — Intermediate Care Facilities /Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities
LTCH — Long-Term Care Hospital

OAH - Office of Administrative Hearings

OR — Operating Room

SHCC - State Health Coordinating Council

SMFP — State Medical Facilities Plan

Definitions

Adult care home (Identified: as Adult Care Facility)- means a facility with seven or more
beds licensed under G.S. 131D 2 or Chapter 131E of the General Statutes that provides
residential care for aged or disabled persons whose principal need is a home which
provides the supervision and personal care appropriate to their age and disability and for
whom medical care is only occasional or incidental.

Ambulatory surgical facility (Identified as: Free Standing Ambulatory Surgical Centers)- means a
facility designed for the provision of a specialty ambulatory surgical program or a multispecialty
ambulatory surgical program. An ambulatory surgical facility serves patients who require local,
regional or general anesthesia and a period of post-operative observation. An ambulatory surgical
facility may only admit patients for a period of less than 24 hours and must provide at least one
designated operating room or gastrointestinal endoscopy room, as defined in Article 5 Part 1 and
Article 6, Part 4 of this Chapter, and at least one designated recovery room, have available the
necessary equipment and trained personnel to handle emergencies, provide adequate quality
assurance and assessment by an evaluation and review committee, and maintain adequate medical
records for each patient. An ambulatory surgical facility may be operated as a part of a physician
or dentist's office, provided the facility is licensed under G.S. Chapter 131E, Article 6, Part D, but
the performance of incidental, limited ambulatory surgical procedures which do not constitute an
ambulatory surgical program as defined in subdivision (1c) of this section and which are
performed in a physician's or dentist's office does not make that office an ambulatory surgical
facility.

Chemical dependency treatment facility (Identified as: Substance Abuse Residential Treatment
Beds)- means a public or private facility, or unit in a facility, which is engaged in providing 24
hour a day treatment for chemical dependency or substance abuse. This treatment may include
detoxification, administration of a therapeutic regimen for the treatment of chemically dependent
or substance abusing persons and related services. The facility or unit may be:
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a. A unit within a general hospital or an attached or freestanding unit of a general
hospital licensed under Article 5, Chapter 131E, of the General Statutes,

b. A unit within a psychiatric hospital or an attached or freestanding unit of a
psychiatric hospital licensed under Article 1A of General Statutes Chapter 122 or
Article 2 of General Statutes Chapter 122C,

C. A freestanding facility specializing in treatment of persons who are substance
abusers or chemically dependent licensed under Article 1A of General Statutes
Chapter 122 or Article 2 of General Statutes Chapter 122C; and may be
identified as "chemical dependency, substance abuse, alcoholism, or drug abuse
treatment units,” "residential chemical dependency, substance abuse, alcoholism
or drug abuse facilities," or by other names if the purpose is to provide treatment
of chemically dependent or substance abusing persons, but shall not include
social setting detoxification facilities, medical detoxification facilities, halfway
houses or recovery farms.

Home health agency- means a private organization or public agency, whether owned or
operated by one or more persons or legal entities, which furnishes or offers to furnish
home health services.

Home health services- means items and services furnished to an individual by a home health
agency, or by others under arrangements with such others made by the agency, on a visiting basis,
and except for paragraph e. of this subdivision, in a place of temporary or permanent residence
used as the individual's home as follows:

a. Part time or intermittent nursing care provided by or under the supervision of a
registered nurse;

b. Physical, occupational or speech therapy;

C. Medical social services, home health aid services, and other therapeutic services;

d. Medical supplies, other than drugs and biologicals and the use of medical
appliances;

e. Any of the foregoing items and services which are provided on an outpatient

basis under arrangements made by the home health agency at a hospital or
nursing home facility or rehabilitation center and the furnishing of which
involves the use of equipment of such a nature that the items and services cannot
readily be made available to the individual in his home, or which are furnished at
such facility while he is there to receive any such item or service, but not
including transportation of the individual in connection with any such item or
service.

Hospice (Identified as: Hospice Services)- means any coordinated program of home care
with provision for inpatient care for terminally ill patients and their families. This care is
provided by a medically directed interdisciplinary team, directly or through an agreement
under the direction of an identifiable hospice administration. A hospice program of care

provides palliative and supportive medical and other health services to meet the physical,
psychological, social, spiritual and special needs of patients and their families, which are
experienced during the final stages of terminal illness and during dying and bereavement.

Hospital (Identified as: Acute Care Hospital)- means a public or private institution which is
primarily engaged in providing to inpatients, by or under supervision of physicians, diagnostic
services and therapeutic services for medical diagnosis, treatment, and care of injured, disabled,
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or sick persons, or rehabilitation services for the rehabilitation of injured, disabled, or sick
persons. The term includes all facilities licensed pursuant to G.S. 131E-77 of the General
Statutes, except long-term care hospitals.

Intermediate care facility for the mentally retarded (Identified as: Intermediate Care
Facilities/Individuals with Intellectual Disabilities)- means facilities licensed pursuant to Article 2
of Chapter 122C of the General Statutes for the purpose of providing health and habilitative
services based on the developmental model and principles of normalization for persons with
mental retardation, autism, cerebral palsy, epilepsy or related conditions.

Kidney disease treatment center (Identified as: End-Stage Renal Disease Dialysis Facility)-
means a facility that is certified as an end-stage renal disease facility by the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services, Department of Health and Human Services, pursuant to 42 C.F.R. 8§ 405.

Long-term care hospital- means a hospital that has been classified and designated as a long-term
care hospital by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Department of Health and
Human Services, pursuant to 42 C.F.R. § 412.

Nursing care- means:

a. Skilled nursing care and related services for residents who require medical or
nursing care;

b. Rehabilitation services for the rehabilitation of injured, disabled, or sick persons;
or

C. Health related care and services provided on a regular basis to individuals who

because of their mental or physical condition require care and services above the
level of room and board, which can be made available to them only through
institutional facilities.

These are services which are not primarily for the care and treatment of mental diseases.
Nursing home facility (Identified as: Nursing Care Facility)- means a health service facility

whose bed complement of health service facility beds is composed principally of nursing home
facility beds.

Operating room- means a room used for the performance of surgical procedures requiring one or
more incisions and that is required to comply with all applicable licensure codes and standards for
an operating room.

Psychiatric facility (Identified as: Inpatient Psychiatric Facility)- means a public or
private facility licensed pursuant to Article 2 of Chapter 122C of the General Statutes and
which is primarily engaged in providing to inpatients, by or under the supervision of a
physician, psychiatric services for the diagnosis and treatment of mentally ill persons.

Rehabilitation facility (Identified as: Rehabilitation Hospital)- means a public or private inpatient
facility which is operated for the primary purpose of assisting in the rehabilitation of disabled
persons through an integrated program of medical and other services which are provided under
competent, professional supervision.
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