
FOOD ACCESS AND NCDA&CS  

Presented by: 

Kevin Hardison 

Agricultural Marketing Specialist 

NCDA&CS  

January 27, 2013 



NCDA&CS MISSION 

 To provide services that promote and improve 

agriculture, agribusiness and forests; protect 

consumers and businesses; and conserve 

farmland and natural resources for the 

prosperity of all North Carolinians. 

 



NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 

 Farmers Markets Creation 

 Funds from USDA FMPP to create new markets 

in certain food deserts 

 Joint effort b/w NCDA&CS and DHHS to create and 

assist new markets 

 5 regions (5 markets created) in 2012 and 2013 

Mixed results with certain success in 2 regions 

 



NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 

 

http://www.ncagr.gov/markets/facilities/markets/charlotte/index.htm


NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 



USDA TRACTS/LOCAL FOOD OPERATIONS 

Caldwell     2 5  Lenoir                    1         9 

Catawba     2 6  Union                     1     25 

Craven                2 10   

Cleveland    3 17   

Durham     5 5  

Iredell                 3 19  

Wake                 10 45 

Wilkes                2 12 

Mecklenburg    12      12 

Lee     1        9 

USDA: Tracts 

NC Farm Fresh: Local Food Operations 



NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 

 

 



NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 

 Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) 

 Industry Driven 

 Volunteer Based 

 Audited by a 3rd party 

Not mandate by Federal or State Gov’t 

 GAP Cost Share Program 

 Funds from SCBG since 2008 through current year 

Reimburse first time growers $600.00 and $300.00 

thereafter. 

 



NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 



NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 

 Certified Roadside Market Program 

 Identifies farm stands who grow 51% or more of 

their annual sales. 

 Promotes the growers to their local consumers. 

 146 CRFM participants 



NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 

 NC Farm to School Program 

http://www.ncfarmtoschool.com/htm/resources/photos.htm#8


NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 

 Food Distribution 

http://www.ncfarmtoschool.com/htm/resources/photos.htm#5


EMERGENCY FEEDING OPERATIONS 



NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 

 Emergency Programs 
 Their mission is to reduce the vulnerability to or the impact from, any 

disaster, disease or terrorist attack on the agriculture community of 

North Carolina. They work closely with local communities to support agri-

security, agricultural emergency preparedness and recovery, and rapid 

response technology efforts.  

 Essential planning for extreme food deficiency in NC and the 

role NCDA&CS in conjunction with Emergency Management 

would need to play to resolve.  

 



NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 

 The Small and Minority Farm Program provides 

services to small, limited-resource and minority 

farmers who are traditionally underserved.  

Working with several non-traditional handlers to 

provide foods to low-income communities. 

Working with community leaders to provide local 

foods in under-served areas. 

 



NCDA&CS RELEVANT PROGRAMS 

 Agronomic Services 



 

 

 Seeks to preserve Farmland in North Carolina 



CONCLUSION  

 NCDA&CS primary mission: 

 promote and improve agriculture, agribusiness and 

forests; protect consumers and businesses; and 

conserve farmland and natural resources 

 Most programs are not created with curbing 

food deserts as a focus 

 Several programs are curbing food deserts and 

providing fresh options to consumers 

directly/indirectly.   


