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"N.C. continues to lose farms, but 
rate of land loss slows"

Source : NCDA&CS Public Affairs, February 2014
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North Carolina had 2,700 fewer 
farms in 2012 than it did in 2007. 

Source : NCDA&CS Public Affairs, February 2014



"the loss of 2,700 farms is troubling 

at a time when worldwide demand for 

food continues to grow... 

!

Source : NCDA&CS Public Affairs, February 2014



"We also know that North Carolina is 

gaining about 100,000 people a year, 

which will only increase the pressure 

on farmland. We clearly have to step 

up our conservation efforts... 

!

Source : NCDA&CS Public Affairs, February 2014



"It’s a priority I will work on with 
the General Assembly this year.” 

– S t e v e T r o x l e r , S t a t e A g r i c u l t u r e 
Commissioner  
          February 20, 2014

Source : NCDA&CS Public Affairs, February 2014
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"a small rise in the number of 
farmers between 25 and 34 years 
old" 

– Tom Vilsack, USDA Agriculture Secretary  
          February 22, 2014

Source : Associated Press
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"My question is not just who is 
going to farm, but who is going to 
defend them ?"  

– Tom Vilsack, USDA Agriculture Secretary  
          February 22, 2014

Source : Associated Press
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Who's 

going 

to fill 

this 

unmet 

need? 
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– James Comer announces two new programs 
aimed at helping military Veteran-Farmers



the Army would institute the largest 

organizational change since World War II 

by eliminating combat forces from 

10 bases across the United States, part 

of a planned reduction of 80,000 

active-duty troops over the next five 

years. 

Source :  Gen. Ray Odierno, the Army chief of staff, NY Times 2013



the Army will cut its brigade 

combat teams to 33 from 45 by 2017 at 

bases in Colorado, Georgia, Kansas, 

Kentucky, New York, North Carolina, 

Texas and Washington State. 

Source :  Gen. Ray Odierno, the Army chief of staff, NY Times 2013
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Fort Bragg is the largest US Army base 
in terms of population = 238,646

Source : army-technology.com



North Carolina can lead the Nation in 

attracting and retaining military 

retirees and returning Veterans. 

Recommended Strategies for Economic 

Growth 2014 - 2024

Source :  North Carolina Economic Development Board 



This highly-skilled and trained 

w o r k f o r c e h a s e x p e r i e n c e i n 

advance manufacturing and capacity 

for innovation 

Source :  North Carolina Economic Development Board 

Recommended Strategies for Economic 

Growth 2014 - 2024



Let's make the connection...
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“What we’ve found is that veteran-owned 

business leaders hire veterans. So … 

you might create a CEO who would hire 

thousands of veterans over the next 

few years.” 

Source : Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America, 2013

– Paul Rieckhoff, veterans advocate
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Veterans + Science-based farming + 

Business Training = Solution  

Recommended Strategies for 

Addressing North Carolina Food 

Deserts
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VECMAC = Veteran's Entrepreneurial 

Consortia of Manufacturing and 

Agribusiness Commercialization  

Trademark of i-Suntari Social Innovation L3C





Trademark of i-Suntari Social Innovation L3C
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VECMAC  

!

A i m : C r e a t e j o i n t - v e n t u r e s i n 

Veteran-owned Agribusiness and 

p r o v i d e V e t e r a n S T E M c a r e e r 

placement services and to support 

research and development and 

commercialization of Aquaponic 

products. 

Trademark of i-Suntari Social Innovation L3C



"REVIVAL" - Re-Establish Veteran's 

Independence through Ventures in 

Agri-based Lifework

Recommended Strategies for 

Addressing North Carolina Food 

Deserts



"REVIVAL" - serve service-disabled 

a n d w o m e n V e t e r a n s r e g a i n 

e c o n o m i c i n d e p e n d e n c e b y 

providing a year long training 

program in creating, managing and 

sustaining agriculture-based new 

venture
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Trademark of i-Suntari Social Innovation L3C
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Algae used to create a quick-charge, 
lightweight battery

Source : 2013 American Chemical Society
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Veterans are at least 45% more likely 
t h a n t h o s e w i t h n o m i l i t a r y 
experience to be entrepreneurs

Source : SBA's Office of Veterans Business Development
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enhancing Career and Technical 

Education with a focus on STEM 

" t r a i n i n g " M a n u f a c t u r i n g f o r 

industry clusters like  Agribusiness 

Source : North Carolina Economic Development Board 
Recommended Strategies for Economic Growth 2014- 2024

Recommended Strategies for Economic 

Growth 2014 - 2024
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Women make up only 24 percent of the 
U.S. STEM workforce

Source : the Census Bureau’s 2009 American Community Survey (ACS)
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North Carolina has the 6th largest 
population of female Veterans

Source : raleigh news and observer 2012



This highly-skilled and trained 

workforce has experience in advance 

manufacturing and capacity for 

innovation 

Source :  North Carolina Economic Development Board 

Recommended Strategies for Economic 

Growth 2014 - 2024



Connect Returning Veterans with 

beginning farmer Training and 

A g r i c u l t u r i a l V o c a t i o n a l a n d 

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n P r o g r a m s a n d 

capacity for innovation 

Source :  Agricultural Act of 2014, 113th Congress 1st Session 

sec. 12304 

Military Veterans Agriculture Liaison



L i a i s o n A u t h o r i t y t o e n t e r i n t o 

c o n t r a c t s o r C o o p e r a t i v e 

Agreements with institutions higher 

e d u c a t i o n o r N o n p r o f i t 

organizations for specific purposes

Source :  Agricultural Act of 2014, 113th Congress 1st Session 

sec. 12304 

Military Veterans Agriculture Liaison



(E) Authorization of Appropriations - 

T h e r e a r e A u t h o r i z e d t o b e  

Appropriated to carry out this section 

$20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 

2014 through 2018

Source :  Agricultural Act of 2014, 113th Congress 1st Session 

sec. 12201 

Outreach and assistance for Veteran 

Farmers and Ranchers


