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Transportation 

Economic Contribution of NC Airports 

- Commercial and General Aviation Airports provide more than 
$31.1 billion in economic impact each year. 
 

- Commercial Service and General Aviation Airports support over 
122,000 jobs throughout North Carolina. 
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Source:  NC State University, Institute for Transportation Research and Education, 2015 



Transportation 

Additional Benefits of Airports in NC 

- State and local governments received more than $893 million in sales, 
property, corporate, and personal taxes due to airport activity. 
 

- Local property tax related to airport activities is about $329 million (plus 
an additional $10.9 million directly from based aircraft). 
 

- North Carolina airports support more than $4.1 billion in personal income 
for aviation-related jobs. 
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Source:  NC State University, Institute for Transportation Research and Education, 2015 



Transportation 

North Carolina’s Aviation System 

72 Publicly Owned Airports in North Carolina 

4 



Transportation 

Current 10-Year Project Requests 
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SYSTEM 

OBJECTIVE 

PROJECTS 

 

STI 

PROJECTS 

 

ECONOMIC 
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All GA airports and 

ILM, AVL, FAY, 

EWN, OAJ, PGV, 

JQF 

 

 

$680 M 

 

$600 M 

 

 

Infrastructure 

Development 

Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

CLT, RDU, PTI 
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Transportation 

NC Aviation Development Task Force 
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Transportation 

NC Aviation Development Task Force 
Purpose 
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Produce a report and recommendations to the Secretary of 
Transportation for the enhancement of the state’s aviation programs. 
 
The report shall include: 

 
• Review of the Division of Aviation (DoA) for opportunities to improve programs and 

policies, streamline procedures, and tap new or alternative funding sources 
 
• Strategies to maximize the economic impact of North Carolina’s publicly owned 

airports 
 

• Strategies to increase attraction of aerospace industries to North Carolina 
 

• How to best promote aviation to active and retired military to support military aviation 
and to retain this experienced aerospace workforce 



Transportation 

NC Aviation Development Task Force  
Four Focus Areas 

• Economic Development 

• Funding 

• Military Opportunity 

• DoA Processes 
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Transportation 

Task Force Findings 
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• Economic Impact: Return on Investment is tremendous - need 
advocacy group 

• Funding: Funding is far less than needs; needs have evolved 

• Military Opportunity: NC is doing a good job retaining and recruiting 

• DoA Processes: Complicated state and federal requirements, 
inadequate staffing, communication limitations 



Transportation 

Preliminary Recommendations 
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• Economic Impact:  Enhance community college programs, EDPNC 
involvement, marketing and education 

 

• Funding:  Aviation tax recovery and reinvestment, a sustainable funding 
stream should be created 

 

• Military Opportunity:  Database of retired vets, additional tax 
exemptions on military income, maximize military use of existing airports 

 

• DoA Processes:  Creation of Aviation Commission, training for airports 
statewide, continuation of Working Group efforts 



Make A Strategic Investment In 
Your Airports 





Economic Impact 

 

2016 2012 2006 1996 

Economic 

Impact 
114.4M $71.8M $46.0M $5.0M 



HONDA AERO 
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CURRENT TERMINAL 



Honda Aero  
 

Production Facility 

• 86K sq. ft. currently 

• Breaking ground now on 48K sq. ft. 

 

– $65M Investment  

• @ $0.58 tax rate = 

• $377K  to City of Burlington  

• $377K   to Alamance County 

 

Jobs  

• 85 today and 283+ over a 5-year period 

• Average salary - $62K 

 

http://world.honda.com/news/2007/c071128Jet-Engine-Plant-in-North-Carolina/photo/pages/03.html


LabCorp Quarterly Board Meeting 
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Potential 
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Site 

Current 
Terminal 
Area 

Honda 
Aero 



RDU Video 



RDU Serves Central and Eastern NC 



RDU 
economic impact 

20,600 JOBS 
& $8 BILLION 

NC Airports  
economic impact 

122,610  JOBS 

& $31 BILLION 

Air Service Development is Economic Development 

Over a 25-year period, one international flight: 

- boosts business activity (GDP) by $1.4 billion 

- adds 14,000 jobs and $272 million to public revenues 

   -Economic Impact of International Service, Michael Walden, NC State, 2012 



RDU’s Annual Budget:  $135 Million 

$50,000 in Local Funding 

$500,000 in State Funding  

$550,000 Received 



RDU Activity Generates $148M in Tax Revenues 

$148 
MILLION 

$550,000 

► RDU contributes: 

 $148M annually  
to state and local  
tax base 

► RDU receives: 

 $550,000 from state 
and local sources 
under current 
funding streams 



Investment in Airport Infrastructure Needed  

After  

► Federal sources (AIP, PFCs) 

► Existing state funding 

► Self-generated revenue 



Reinvest existing revenue streams in NC 
airports on a recurring basis 

 

Options include rental car and sales tax 
revenues 
 

Asking you to make a strategic investment in 
one of the key economic engines in the State 
of North Carolina. Your airports! 

Reinvest in Airports and Generate Revenue 


