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NCDA International Marketing 

• Agriculture is the largest industry in North 
Carolina: $76-billion industry.  

• Commissioner Troxler has a target to grow the 
NC Ag industry to $100-billion by 2020. 

• 95 percent of the global market is outside the 
U.S..  

• NC ag exports increase about 10 percent a 
year on average.  

 



Export Dependency by County 

• Insert Map Here 



Total NC Ag Exports 
Exports double since 2005 – Expect continued growth 
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Tobacco Leaf Exports to China 
China counters worldwide smoking trends  

Currently China imports about 20% of total crop 
With CTI office in Raleigh, expect exports to double again 

Tobacco gets no USDA support, only NCDA 
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NC Sweet Potato Exports to EU 
About 20% of Production - Expect to double in 3-5 years 

Prices and production at all time highs  
Industry counting on exports to address issue of oversupply   

Because of success, expecting USDA Sweet Potato Programs to start 
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NC Wood Exports 
$1.5 billion industry focused on rural NC - Doubled in past decade  

Current focus on EU renewable energy sector to counter decreased domestic 
demand for paper 
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North Carolina Agriculture Trade and Jobs  
According to USDA's export statistics and trade multiplier, NC agricultural exports help boost farm prices and income, 

while supporting jobs both on the farm and off the farm in food processing, storage, and transportation 

NC Ag Exports  Jobs Supported  Total Jobs 
(in Billion $) (per Billion $ Exported) Supported 

Other plant products 0.554 51,988 28,792 
Poultry products 0.699 28,887 20,190 
Tobacco 0.562 32,971 18,517 
Pork 0.739 13,301 9,829 
Soybeans 0.39 12,455 4,861 
Wheat 0.24 11,430 2,748 
Cotton 0.328 8,138 2,666 
Fruits and nuts, processed 0.051 33,149 1,677 
Grain products, processed 0.055 26,664 1,469 
Dairy products 0.033 37,421 1,240 
Other animal products 0.152 6,792 1,033 
Vegetables, processed 0.093 6,759 631 
Feeds and fodder 0.081 7,226 588 
Corn 0.059 8,824 522 
Vegetables, fresh 0.052 7,386 383 
Beef and veal 0.029 9,018 260 
Vegetable oils 0.046 1,365 63 
Fruits, fresh 0.021 2,301 49 
Forest Products 1.5 1,636 2,454 
Total jobs supported 97,972 

http://www.ers.usda.gov/Data/StateExports
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/agricultural-trade-multipliers/calculator.aspx




Morehead City/Radio Island 

• The inner and outer loop at Morehead City 
need to be properly dredged. 

– $3.1M MOU has been signed. NCSPA is awaiting 
approval from the USACE to begin the project. 

•  Begin the process of permitting Radio Island 
for future development. 

• Traffic modeling for future traffic onto and off 
of Radio Island. 



Port of Wilmington 
 

• The Cold Storage P3 project represents a 
major opportunity for the protein industry. 

• The Wood Pellet domes will increase wood 
volumes for export. 

• Dredging and widening of the “Turning Basin” 
is needed according the NCSPA and carriers. 

• Dredging of the Cape Fear River basin is also a 
need. 



Intermodal Access Projects 

• The proposed transportation hub is a major 
step for North Carolina. 

• Private property rights should not be infringed 
upon utilizing “Eminent Domain” takings. 



Thank you for the opportunity to 
address this Committee 

• Robert Hosford: 

– Robert.Hosford@ncagr.gov 

– (919) 707-3122 office 

mailto:Robert.Hosford@ncagr.gov

