
Request for Remote Public Input for House Select Committee on COVID-19 Public Comments Report - LINC

Date Submitted Category Name Comments
05/04/2020 09:20 PM Continuity of State 

Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Ms. Amy Heath I request that North Carolina protect the vote by promoting absentee vote-by-mail and 
providing postage-paid return envelopes for ballots, expanding flexibility of early voting, 
and enhancing recruitment of poll workers.

05/04/2020 09:23 PM Health Care Working 
Group

Ms. Amy Heath I urge NC lawmakers to expand Medicaid to cover 500,000 additional North Carolinians. 
Doing so would cover the workers who are the backbone of our current economy, protect 
families from bankruptcy, and help struggling rural hospitals stay afloat. This would be a 
great benefit to workers impacted by job loss from the pandemic.

05/04/2020 11:40 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Mary Skov I do not want voter protections weakened.

05/04/2020 11:42 PM Health Care Working 
Group

Ms. Billie Jo Cockman My mother is at Brian Center Health and Rehabilitation/Goldsboro for long term physical 
therapy.  There are currently no covid patients in this facility. However, today our family 
was notified that there is an covid patient arriving tomorrow. This seems like intentional 
covid introduction into an uncontaminated facility. If the goal in NC  is vigilant protection 
of nursing home patients, this seems counterintuitive, if not reckless. It is simply not 
logical to put more people at risk for yet another rest home outbreak. Please help me 
understand. There has to be a better system created so more lives are not endangered.
 Billie Jo Cockman
 cockmanb@meredith.edu
 919-812-3818
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covid introduction into an uncontaminated facility. If the goal in NC  is vigilant protection 
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 cockmanb@meredith.edu
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05/05/2020 12:56 AM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Mrs. Jane Shelton I do NOT want ANY changes to our State's election laws.

05/05/2020 07:08 AM Health Care Working 
Group

Stephanie Brown Pass #HB1040. Expanding Medicaid in NC for Working Families would 1) save rural 
hospitals, 2) create new jobs, and 3) save lives.
 
 thank you.

05/05/2020 11:59 AM Health Care Working 
Group

Flora Frantz expand medicaid

05/05/2020 01:44 PM Health Care Working 
Group

Alice Snell Expand Medicaid!

05/05/2020 01:45 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Alice Snell Protect the vote: provide absentee vote-by-mail and postage-paid return envelopes for 
ballots.

05/05/2020 03:30 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Leah Please  keep the state closed - it's far too soon to open & the deaths will not make it worth 
it

05/05/2020 04:36 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mrs. Racheal  Shaddeau I am a Nurse Practitioner in Eastern NC where we have very low levels of COVD 19.  Due to 
an overwhelming drop in the hospital and Emergency department census in our hospital 
and nationwide, my company (Envision Physician Services), has cut my contracted hours 
by 50%.  This reduction is for all advance practice providers on the inpatient service at our 
location and company wide there has been a 25% reduction called for to include practicing 
clinicians. 
 This has placed me in a difficult financial position since my husband is disabled and I 
carry the burden of our household.  I have applied for unemployment benefits for partial 
unemployment but that is pending and I doubt I will be assisted due to my annual salary.
 What is amazing is that Envision has received funding under the COViD emergency 
funding as well as the hospital at which I work. but this is not making it down to my level.  
It seems I am caught in the middle.  Envision says they only got enough funding to keep 
them operating for 6 days.  I am not sure how much Sentara Albemarle Medical Center will 
receive.
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 What is in place to help someone like myself?
 I would appreciate any assistance you can give.
 Thank you,
 Racheal E. Shaddeau, FNP C

05/05/2020 10:06 PM Health Care Working 
Group

Mrs Esther Cartwright Medicaid expansion will bring jobs and federal dollars to our local economies, support 
low-income employees who have lost their jobs and provide a safety-net health care 
program for low income people.

05/07/2020 04:02 AM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Terry Landers Actions must be taken now to ensure that the November Elections can proceed safely and 
without disruption.  Expand ONLINE VOTER REGISTRATION,  keep polling places open and 
SAFE,  Expand mail-in voting:  EASE of REQUESTING [email, on-line, phone]  and RETURN 
[pre-paid envelop] of mail-in ballot.

05/07/2020 09:51 AM Health Care Working 
Group

V tight gel Arpita patel Hi there,
 
 Firstly, a bunch of thanks for sharing such an amazing blog post with us.  Actually I was 
doing the research on latest update from NCLEG  And I get landed over your article is so 
informative.
 
 Thank you
 Source: https://myeveschoice.com/

05/07/2020 03:21 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mr. Johnny Rafidi OPEN NC IMMEDIATELY! Our freedom has been stripped and it's time to have no 
government control us any longer.

05/07/2020 03:30 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Lisa Bennett Please I'm begging you open up NC now!  We are not NYC. My business as well as many 
friends businesses are going to make it. They will not make it another week. It doesn't 
make sense that the doggie spa can be open and a hair salon can not or the liquor store is 
open by the small mom & pop cafe is not or that Lowes, Home Depot, Costco etc is open 
by the small owner retail store is not.  Let's get the kids back in school by May 15th and 
the parents back to work by May 16th. Do not delay. Do you job and take care of all the 
people of NC not just the elderly.

05/07/2020 03:30 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Chad Long Let me first say thank you for your service to our state and that I understand there are 
more pressing issues than mine. However to my son who turns 16 today and had a driving 
test to get his licenses today at 11:00 is crushed. It is certainly a big milestone for all 16 
year olds. Our son Christian had plans on starting work either at a grocery store or with his 
grand father in the building business. So now not only does he not have a drivers license 
he can’t go to what is deemed an essential job to begin earning money as many teenagers 
desire.
 
 We were told that it could be August before driving test resume and like all other things 
that have stopped during COVID-19 there is sure to be a back long. In addition he plays 
sports and it will create an additional burden on our family as it will delay his nines being 
removed.
 
 We have family in Georgia and they just advised that GA said since 80% of those who have 
taken the driving test in the past pass it they have past legislation that states if you have 
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had your learners permit for a minimum of a year then you can get your license without the 
driving test.
 
 I believe there are ways that the state can pass a similar bill. I think you can take things 
into consideration like how long have they had a permit, what is their GPA, Christians is a 
4.25 or even the parents driving record. My point is there are ways to prove if you are ready 
without there state test that is at best 5 min. If a parent is willing to put their teenage 
driver on their insurance I think we need to let parents who are with them more than the 5 
min driving test be the judge with this unprecedented  pandemic. Another option is allow 
them to record a video doing the road test with their parents and show it to the local DMV 
along with their driving log?
 
 Our ask is to please put this at the top of your list as it is an easy fix to getting NC back 
open and 16 year olds across the state a privliage that they have waited so long for.
 
 
 Thanks for your time!

05/07/2020 03:34 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Mr. Aaron Fore As a veteran, I am deeply saddened that my brothers and sisters sacrificed in vain for the 
freedoms and liberties that so many willingly are throwing away. 
 
 When I hear that those who swore an oath to uphold the constitution, willingly betray their 
oath and enforce unlawful actions.
 
 I am dismayed, when a partial restoration of some of your freedoms are announced for a 
future date and people seem happy for this small permission given.
 
 I only served for 35 years but my brothers and sisters already paid for ALL of your 
freedoms with their lives.

05/07/2020 03:34 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Dr. Sarah Boyce Open the state back up.  Stop giving Cooper unlimited power and decision making.  This is 
not longer an emergency.  Hospitals are not overrun and never would've been.  We don't 
need testing or tracking.  The large box stores have been packed for 8 weeks and the 
numbers are not soaring because of it.

05/07/2020 03:37 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

M Green I am very disturbed at how long this stay at home order is lasted with all the different 
phases.  It is too long.  There are many facets that we need to consider.  The first is the 
Covid patient, and then we must consider the Economic Patient.  People are suffering 
because of the lost of their businesses.  The number of deaths with a poluation of NC 
does not justified a 1 million job loss and counting.  You should also consider the problem 
with mental illness, and rise of domestic violence.  Please stop this.

05/07/2020 03:40 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mr Jeff Horsky Open the state up now! We should have never and do not need to shut down. To hell with 
some new normal, our old normal was just fine. Stop this nonsense and let’s all get back 
to work.

05/07/2020 03:42 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 

Mr Joel Cooper As data continues to come in, it is clear that the COVID-19 "pandemic" is anything but one. 
The virus is more wide spread and less virulent than was originally believed. The 
emergency actions taken to "flatten" the curve are, for the most part still in place. With 
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Public Safety) Working 
Group

relatively low numbers of North Carolinians (~0.05%) actually "infected and a even lower 
number (0.004%) dying, it is high time this State revoke the executive orders of the 
Governor and return us to an open society. It is clear the Governor has no plan, other than 
to delay, delay, delay and no vision for the future. It is time for the Legislature to stand up, 
do their jobs and demonstrate leadership that we are sorely lacking.

05/07/2020 03:44 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Reopening  Kayla Pace It’s funny, my home state Ohio has more cases than we do, yet they are opening up salon 
and restaurants next Friday. Why are we not opening up? what is preventing it?

05/07/2020 03:44 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Rachel Mills We need some kind of statute where the legislature automatically comes in for an 
emergency session if a state of emergency is called or if the governor  suspends the 
constitution (in effect) for more than say 14 days. He did NOT have the concurrence of the 
council of state. Why did this proceed at all without that? And then we went nearly two 
months without any kind of oversight from the people's representatives. The governor 
basically ruled by decree for 2 months and that is NOT the American way. Maybe you think 
he did a great job and are a big fan of the governor. What about the next governor that you 
DON'T like? Is this a precedent you want in place for all future governors? I don't.

05/07/2020 03:49 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

mrs chelsea le chatelier why is it walmart can be trusted to practice social distancing but small businesses can’t?

05/07/2020 03:54 PM Education Working 
Group

mrs chelsea le chatelier why does gov cooper ignore the ongoing protests from north carolinians who  have lost 
their businesses and can’t feed their families?

05/07/2020 03:55 PM Education Working 
Group

Mrs Doreen Foxwell I own a children business that services schools. Since the governor ordered the shut 
downs, I have been unable to get unemployment as the online system has glitches, the 
phone system is overloaded, and no one calls me back! No unemployment for two months 
now! Shame on you NC!

05/07/2020 03:56 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Nicole Conder I respectfully demand our state to be FULLY reopened immediately.  I also demand that 
our public school system fully reopen for ON CAMPUS learning for the 20/21 school year.

05/07/2020 04:02 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Julie  Savage Dear sir/Ma’am,
 We are a family of six.  My husband is a veteran.  22 1/2 years of service to our country.  
He served as the Deputy State Surgeon of the N.C. National Guard.  He has served N.C. 
and our coubtry well and proudly.  He is currently on unpaid furlough with his clinic where 
we works as a Physician Assistant.  At what point can he go back to work? At what point 
are you going to allow “elective” surgeries.   Are you waiting until the tracing system is up 
and running to continue to further our forced home imprisonments or will we get out on 
good behavior before hand?  Unemployment has only filled 44% of their applications.  We 
are part of the 56% that have not even been acknowledged.  Would you please also explain 
to our 6 and 4 year old children why you are not allowing their daddy to work and why they 
are not even allowed to play at the park with their daddy while he is home 24/7 with us. 
 Sincerely,
 Julie Savage
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05/07/2020 04:05 PM Continuity of State 

Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Mr. Michael Atwood Please immediately lift state of emergency and investigate Roy Cooper and NCDHHS for 
misconduct and manipulation of the state of emergency declaration and failure to get 
agreement with the council of state, their actions have been proven to be based on false 
data and models and have caused irreparable damage to the people and economy of the 
state.  This must be pursued with all means necessary.   Also investigate local 
governments like Wake County who likewise did their own version of unconstitutional 
actions and violations of the public trust.

05/07/2020 04:06 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Frances Cheek ReopenNC. It's  contradictory that I can go to my dentist (talk about personal space!) and 
can't get a haircut from my hair dresser who is a single owner and operator with a private 
room and only 1 customer at a time. The restrictions are inconsistent and punitive for 
small businesses.

05/07/2020 04:22 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Ms Mary Kimbro The governor should no longer have the right to shut-down a state for any reason. The 
Emergency Management office should not have responded to this crisis in any way, shape 
or form; it didn't fall under their jurisdiction.  I demand an impeachment of governor 
Cooper immediately.

05/07/2020 04:24 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Mr.  Ryan Lane The state of N.C. is causing way too much damage to our citizens and our economy by 
this forced quarantine measure on all citizens. By its very definition, quarantine is for sick 
people. In the case of COVID-19 it makes sense for immune compromised people and the 
elderly to be cautious and wear a mask but for some reason you have all of us locked in 
our homes. Look to Sweden, Arkansas and other areas in the world as examples and relax 
this mandatory quarantine.

05/07/2020 04:57 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

COVID RESPONSE Olivia 
Stritzinger

We are being forced into an economic depression- at the hands of our own elected 
government.  Suffocating the constituents who elected you to the point of closing their 
small businesses. 
 
 You are not helping us at all- you are killing us. The outrageous continuation of restrictions 
on the state combined with the new senate bill 704 will not go unnoticed. 
 
 We have the right to work, and do not have to beg the government to let us do so. The 
“data” does not justify any of this- and people are starting to notice. Do the right thing for 
the people who voted for you to represent them. 
 
 You work for us, not the other way around! Push to reopen our state and give us our 
economy back!!!

05/07/2020 04:59 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mrs. Kaylie Halbrook I am very concerned about the economic impact this shutdown is having. My greater 
concern is the fact that Governor Cooper circumvented North Carolina law to enact his 
stay at home order, and ignore the denial of consent from the Council of State for the 
restaurant closure order. I understand he claimed authority under another statute which 
did not require the consent of the Council of State; yet his order is exercising powers 
specifically named and delineated under the statute which requires him to receive 
consent. Somehow, this has not mattered in the order's enforcement. Why is there no 
avenue to complain about this? It is wrong, yet it is still in force. Are we under the rule of 
law, or do we serve at the governor's pleasure? I request some emendation to the laws that 
will prevent our state from ever falling under one-man rule again.
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 Further, I ask that business and income taxes and fees be reduced or eliminated for this 
year. I ask for a full restructuring or repeals of our state's onerous occupational licensing 
and other burdensome regulations, such as the distribution caps on breweries. I ask for 
reduction or elimination in funding for unexplained earmarks. The budget will have to be 
characterized by great restraint given the coming shortfalls. Please spend the money 
wisely, on measures that increase economic activity, not dampen it. Please spend on the 
enumerated purposes of government, and not on pet projects.
 
 Thank you.

05/07/2020 05:06 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

We need to reopen the state. I applied for unemployment 7 weeks ago. Denied. Can't get 
through to anyone.

05/07/2020 05:07 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Ms Linda Coombs We need to end this lockdown now there is no new normal only reinstatement of our 
constitutional rights, no forced mask and no changes to our voter laws. We are a free 
nation who can make our choices for our health on our own. Stop the government 
overreach!

05/07/2020 05:23 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mr Matthew Myers My name is Matthew Myers, by now I’m sure you have heard of me. I was the one arrested 
in protest at my shop in Apex, NC. I want to address the fact that as I am essential to that 
business and am allowed to come and go from it, why no one see’s fault in me being 
arrested for opening the door,,, like literally opening the door? Further more, I’d like to know 
in what realm of logical thinking does it make sense not to redirect funding or federal 
resources and support  to the higher at risk of Covid-19? Why do 1,000,000 people have to 
be out of work when the solution involves antibodies from the infected? And lastly when 
do you plan to stand up for the constitutional rights of the constituents that elected you? 
This whole thing has felt like a test from God that we must pass and I refuse to believe 
that no one in this room has the intestinal fortitude to stand and speak out publicly on the 
matter! I plead to you today to make your stand before the damage is so great that it 
cannot be fixed.

05/07/2020 05:27 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mr. David Andersen No one wants to see anyone die, of course: every death is someone’s mom or dad, 
someone’s grandparent or child. 
 
 The virus is potentially deadly for anyone who gets infected; definitely serious, and we 
should be taking precautions. It is definitely very serious for the elderly over 70, and 
especially those already suffering with co-morbidities. 
 
 But it is no Ebola: it doesn’t kill 40%, 50% of a population it hits. The number looks like it 
will be less than 1%. Again, no one wants to see anyone die of this virus, but is our 
response to it going to kill more people that the virus?
 
 What do I mean by that? In a deep recession, which we're already in, or worse, a 
depression, how many people die of suicide, drug overdoses, alcohol abuse? How many 
seniors lose their life savings, winding up destitute? How many people wind up homeless? 
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Hopeless? What about the increase in domestic violence; in crime overall? And if the 
results of this extended shutdown get as bad as many analysts predict—they’re saying it 
could be the worst we’ve seen since the Great Depression—how many will starve to death, 
on the streets?
 
 Additionally, this state and its programs for the poor and disadvantaged depend upon tax 
revenues. With so few businesses operating, with over a million North Carolinians 
unemployed, tax revenue is way down. How can programs to feed the hungry continue to 
operate, even as the demand for them are increasing exponentially due to the governor's 
policies?
 
 This isn’t a question of money vs. lives: it’s lives vs. lives. 
 
 Public policy, which is the job of our governor and of our legislators and of the members of 
this committee, is a horrible, terrible job and I’d never want to have it. The fact is, the job 
isn’t to make the *best* decision: there is no The Best. The job is to look at all the possible 
paths forward—each of them involving some level of death and suffering—and to pick the 
least worst path. 
 
 The least worst is the best we can ever do.
 
 As a nation, we can’t afford monochromatic decision making; decisions based only on the 
most immediate, scariest threat. Yet in state after state, county and city after county and 
city, that is what we’re seeing, exclusively: practically none of the elected officials—our 
employees—are contemplating, let alone explaining, the entirety of causes and effects that 
must be weighed.  
 
 The best that can be done? Choosing the least worst. 
 
 We need to see past the current threat, the most present fear, to see the longer term 
potential affects of these usurpations of basic human rights, of personal liberty and the 
freedom to work for a living.
 
 We now have the data, from Sweden, from widespread population testing of narrow 
groups (Santa Clara County; prison populations; a town in Massachusetts, etc.) that prove 
the initial models were far from what we're seeing in actual impact. We see that even in 
the hottest of hot spots, New York City, the hospital ship has left; the field hospitals have 
been dismantled; Jacob Javits was barely used. Many hospitals even within New York City 
are now operating below capacity. We are not in danger of widespread overwhelming of 
our hospitals. In fact, here in North Carolina, in almost every state in the country, hospitals 
are down to 70%, 60% even 50% of capacity, and health systems are being forced to lay off 
critical care clinicians.
 
 There is no basis in medical, scientific fact for continuing these draconian limits on our 
individual rights. There was no legal basis for them to have been put in place; and there is 
clear economic value in dropping them, lest we wind up in a downturn from which we 
cannot escape. 
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 People need to eat. People need to work and feed their families. Businesses need the 
chance to try to claw back from the brink, now; before they join the hundreds thaw have 
already failed.
 
 Open this state back up.

05/07/2020 07:16 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Pass S.B. 712 Jim 
Vanhoy

Please pass Senate Bill 712 because it is very important to the citizens of North Carolina.

05/07/2020 07:18 PM Health Care Working 
Group

Mrs Jennings Wright We must open our economy NOW! All of the current science and data show this to be 
minimal for anyone under 70 and not in institutional care. Meanwhile people are desperate 
- we cannot sacrifice millions of people for the thousands dying of COVID19 - the vast 
majority of whom were already ill. 
 
 The people of NC can be trusted to be responsible for their own health AS WE HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN. The vulnerable can be safeguarded. We must stop the hysteria and get 
people and small businesses like ours back to work.

05/07/2020 07:26 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mrs Anna Deitrich Let’s preserve our economic future and the futures of our children by reopening the state 
now. The COVID-19 numbers in our great state do not support the drastic, lengthy phases 
the governor has enacted for the people of North Carolina. Open NC now!

05/07/2020 07:29 PM Health Care Working 
Group

Ms.  Jennifer Houser Please do not implement contact tracing - it is an invasion of privacy. Please do not 
mandate a coronavirus vaccine, especially given how unsafely & rapidly it is being 
developed.

05/07/2020 07:39 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Bobbi  Krause Yes to the right to work bill!

05/07/2020 07:52 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mr Russell Scott The government response to COVID-19 is a multifaceted criminal racket. North Carolina 
absolutely must be returned to constitutional law immediately. It cannot be stated strongly 
enough that anything less than a full return to constitutional law is illegal and immoral. 
Restrictions to freedom will not be tolerated! Reopen NC, Reopen the US!

05/07/2020 08:09 PM Education Working 
Group

Heather  Scott I have the right to move freely throughout the state and the country without permission 
from you.  You don't have the right to take this freedom from me or my family.  I have the 
right and responsibility to make decisions for my family and our healthcare.  I did not 
attend a rally.  I didn't protest. I did not consent to your unlawfully removing my right to 
freedom.  I followed the rules because I believe I was caring for my family.  I am appalled 
at the stripping of our rights and will do everything in my power to make sure we vote 
leaders into office that protect our freedom.  You've ruined so many lives.  You should 
have given business owners the opportunity to create solutions for their businesses (or 
not) and reaped the benefits or suffered the consequences.

05/07/2020 08:16 PM Health Care Working 
Group

Brian Savage Never in the history of our nation or any other have we isolated and quarantined the 
healthy. The sick and immunosuppressive should isolate themselves  but the remainder of 
the population needs to get back to living. The longer we remain isolated the more 
depleted our immune system becomes due to decreased exposure. Our COVID deaths are 
sad but 502 deaths should not equate to over 500k unemployed. We are in a downward 
spiral that if we wait any longer we will be unable to ever recover. Follow the facts and 
science and release us to make our own decisions regarding our health.
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05/07/2020 08:30 PM Economic Support 

Working Group
Mrs Shirien Patel Dear All

 Although I am sure my comments will fall on deaf ears and in an attempt to make this 
short and sweet: We the people demand that congress ensure life liberty freedom and the 
pursuit of happiness to all of its citizens.   Government doesn’t get to choose who lives, 
who dies, who works, who doesn’t.  Are we still in MERICA or what! 
 Respectfully 
 Shanaaz Eisenberg

05/07/2020 08:36 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mr Rob Winger Jr What makes one man a self appointed dictator? What has our Governer really done for his 
state? His plan is drawn out and vague at best. This is NOT about him controlling us 
anymore, it's about Mr. Cooper learning just who he works for. Open the state. Stop 
punishing Churches.

05/07/2020 08:41 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Stephen Black The lockdown has already caused far more damage than the virus ever could have.  We 
will be watching the aftermath grow more ugly and deadly for months, even if we open 
fully right now.  Who is going to submit the accounting?  Who is going to accept the 
responsibility?  Who is going to pay the cost?  Well, at least we know that We the People 
will shoulder that last burden.
 
 I want to see an honest, detailed summary of the anticipated job losses, business 
closures, and health impacts, along with an estimate of time to full recovery.
 
 We have no one to blame but ourselves and our elected representatives!

05/07/2020 09:01 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mrs. Kaylie Halbrook In addition to my previous comments, I would like to express my wholehearted support for 
SB 712. Its provisions strike the right note of leniency for people who need to work for 
provision of their families and for the dignity of the work itself.

05/07/2020 09:31 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Freedom to work act 
Keith Majeroni

Please vote to pass the NC freedom to work act.  Our state economic survival depends on 
it.  Thank you.

05/07/2020 09:43 PM Health Care Working 
Group

Jessica  Theiss I support re-opening all business in NC immediately. People are unable to provide for their 
families. This can be done wisely and safely, with social distancing still in place.

05/07/2020 09:51 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mr Howard James Never in human history has a flu been blown into an economic disaster for political 
purposes. You need to stand up for the American people and what you know is right.

05/07/2020 10:02 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Ms CLARITA WILSON No business should have been closed.  The stay at home order should have never been 
put in place. Cowering over 1 virus is ludicrous.  If that's the case,  people would stay 
inside during flu season.  Diseases and viruses have been around since the beginning of 
time.  People cannot build immunity staying inside.  Yes people will get sick and some will 
die, just like other diseases and viruses.  Open the State of North Carolina back up 100%

05/07/2020 10:12 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Covid 19 concerns 
Monica Ussery

Now more than ever before ... with unprecedented stimulus packages approved and being 
considered, our tax base needs to be productive.  People have lost insurance, aren't 
receiving preventative care, and they will need public hospitals the taxpayers fund.

05/07/2020 10:18 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 

Mrs Chyrie Moore Protect what is left of our freedoms and liberties.  Open the state.  Save what is left of 
small businesses.  Protect the integrity of our elections.  No mail in voting!  Fight Cooper's 
EOs....no consciences of state!
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Public Safety) Working 
Group

05/07/2020 10:23 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Melody Chipley The government response to COVID-19 is a multifaceted criminal racket. North Carolina 
absolutely must be returned to constitutional law immediately. It cannot be stated strongly 
enough that anything less than a full return to constitutional law is illegal and immoral. 
Restrictions to freedom will not be tolerated! Reopen NC, Reopen the US

05/07/2020 10:47 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mr. Gerald Tripp, Jr. The people of this state do not need a nanny government to step in and take control when 
these types of emergencies take place.  The economic damage done to our communities, 
states, and country will take decades to fully recover and the next time there is an 
emergency like this, there will be nothing left for the government to do, they have no more 
money.  We can not shut down again, there will be no money to do it.  The people who 
agreed with the shutdown now will then question why we ever did it in the first place.  You 
don't lock down the healthy in a pandemic.  You lock down the sick.  Once the projected 
medical numbers from this emergency started to show to be false, the tyrannical actions 
of this governor should have been halted.  You always err on the side of liberty.

05/07/2020 11:24 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Mrs Bronwyn 
VanDerwerker

1. Our state needs to be reopened fully. 
 2. This new Senate Bill 704 is very concerning on a few points. I am shocked at 
conservatives who let this pass!
 3. Gov Cooper has continued to violate the constitution. Why has that been allowed?
 4.  Anyone arrested or cited for opening their business to support their family should be 
cleared.
 5. Churches need to be opening  immediately with their own restrictions and not have to 
bow to the state.
 6. This whole social distancing thing is a joke. The big box stores are packed with people 
but it’s not safe to go to church or to a friends hose? It’s laughable! It’s about control and 
it’s wrong.
 7. What is the general assembly doing to protect the people of NC from ruin due to 
unconstitutional measures?

05/08/2020 12:17 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

John Poshepny It is time to open up North Carolina much more aggressively then what Governor Cooper 
wants.

05/08/2020 01:47 AM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Mrs. Jeanette Galliher The government response to COVID-19 is a multifaceted criminal racket and shameful 
beyond belief. North Carolina absolutely must be returned to constitutional law 
immediately. It cannot be stated strongly enough that anything less than a full return to 
constitutional law is illegal and immoral.  With all the data, videos, and doctors coming out 
and speaking the truth, it will only be a matter of time until the deception will be revealed. 
My hope is that North Carolina will be on the right side of the fight and not be shown to be 
apart of the corruption that is ruining this fine country. Restrictions to freedom will not be 
tolerated! Reopen NC, Reopen the US!

05/08/2020 01:47 AM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Executive Order Lana 
Witt

Governor Cooper’s Executive Order’s gross overreach extending beyond April 29th without 
local representation of district, regional elected officials grieves me. Local officials know 
their local citizens, healthcare industry, commerce, physical, mental and spiritual capacity 
and strengths, ability to collaborate within solution driven mindset. May such dictator style 
techniques never visit our state again. Free thinking NCarolinians can  care about one 
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another responsibly.

05/08/2020 02:09 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

Time to Open UP! This farce has gone on long enough. Being OUTSIDE kills the virus more 
efficiently than anything.

05/08/2020 02:09 AM Health Care Working 
Group

Time to Open UP! This farce has gone on long enough. Being OUTSIDE kills the virus more 
efficiently than anything.

05/08/2020 02:09 AM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Time to Open UP! This farce has gone on long enough. Being OUTSIDE kills the virus more 
efficiently than anything.

05/08/2020 02:09 AM Education Working 
Group

Time to Open UP! This farce has gone on long enough. Being OUTSIDE kills the virus more 
efficiently than anything.

05/08/2020 04:14 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

Ms  JL  Dunn Please reopen now! The stay at home, mask orders are weakening our immune systems 
and creating a guaranteed health crisis in the future. Please, OPEN NC NOW!

05/08/2020 06:26 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mrs Marsha Norris Reopen our state ASAP!
 Support SB 712
 And HB 1033

05/08/2020 07:27 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

Ms. Deborah Fillman Reopen the economy without phases. We can take care of ourselves. This is monstrous, 
people are going to die from every OTHER cause because of what this government is 
doing to us! 
 
 The data do not support this! You are all hurting us and our children, scarring most of us 
for life, and for what??? The most vulnerable are in YOUR care in state regulated facilities, 
and they are the ones dying most often!
 
 This govt is an abject failure and you are cultivating hatred and mistrust of yourselves and 
of neighbors.
 
 Stop it!!!! Please!!

05/08/2020 07:40 AM Health Care Working 
Group

C Brooks We will NOT comply with mandatory testing nor will we ever comply with constitution-
violating mandatory vaccinations. We will NOT hand over our civil right to medical 
autonomy.  Please hear our voices now or our voices will be heard in November. We are 
educated and qualified to make ALL health decisions on behalf of our own body and 
families and we will not submit to an egregious one-size-fits-all  approach to medicine. 
This is not a public Heath concern, this a civil rights concern.

05/08/2020 07:43 AM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Me. Greg Hahn NC needs to open up now! The U.S. Constitution calls itself the "supreme law of the land." 
This clause is taken to mean that when state constitutions or laws passed by state 
legislatures or the national Congress are found to conflict with the federal Constitution, 
they have no force.

05/08/2020 08:31 AM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 

Keri B The government response to COVID-19 is a multifaceted criminal racket. North Carolina 
absolutely must be returned to constitutional law immediately. It cannot be stated strongly 
enough that anything less than a full return to constitutional law is illegal and immoral. 
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Public Safety) Working 
Group

Restrictions to freedom will not be tolerated! Reopen the state.

05/08/2020 08:40 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

Pamela Overby (You should explain what 'category' means and why it's even on this form.)  If people are 
afraid, they should stay at home.  How could it be more simple?  Let the rest of us go on 
about our business.  Cooper is denying his constituents the freedom to run their lives their 
own way, to earn a living, and to participate in normal, time-honored relationships that 
make people thrive, not just exist.  As it is, Cooper has created an environment in which 
people wither away.  He is a small-minded, petty monster, and he is a shame and 
embarrassment to this beautiful state.  He has:  separated dying loved ones from their 
families, prevented fathers from attending their children’s birth, kept new parents from 
caring for their newly born infants in NICU, sicced his police officers on people legally 
assembling, called a time-honored right to protest a non-essential activity, stopped 
homeowners from buying shrubs and paints to beautify their homes during this forced 
lockdown, removed the ability to earn a living for hundreds of thousands, prevented  
everybody (except himself) from going to salons, closed our beautiful beaches and 
mountains.  All this, and he keeps his salary.  This is a travesty.  OPEN THIS STATE NOW.

05/08/2020 08:44 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

Reopen NC Kristina 
Solloway

NC needs to be reopen. There is enough scientific data to show we are ready. So many 
lives are being destroyed by prolonging business closures. Retirement funds for the elderly 
who have no other income are losing money. We have the right to work and take care of 
our families. Just as we have the right to stay home without it being mandated.  ALL 
people are essential! Parents are essential to their families. ALL job are essential as 
people rely on them! "Feeling safe" is not reality.  Pandering to fear is irresponsible, weak 
and controlling. Controlling the American people is tyranny, not liberty. Taking our choices 
away on how we live our lives is unconstitutional. Forcing Trump's successful booming 
economy to fail and blaming him for this mess in order to win an election in November is 
evil. Reopen NC!

05/08/2020 09:08 AM Health Care Working 
Group

Microchip Ken Schultz The directive in place by Governor Cooper without attaining concurrence of council is an 
unfairly administered and unnecessary action that hurts the economy of North Carolina 
and targets specific individuals and businesses.  I request the committee move to make 
the order a suggestion rather than a requirement allowing all businesses to open and 
operate using their own discretion to adhere to recommendations.

05/08/2020 10:43 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

A K North Carolina has a tremendous opportunity to be pushed to the forefront with a strong 
and booming economy! If only, we will re open safely and as quickly as possible.

05/08/2020 11:11 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

Charles  Wright This shutdown is going to kill far more people over the next 5-10 years from suicide, 
depression, anxiety, heart attack, stroke, poor nutrition and poor health care - because 
being broke or bankrupt or unemployed is extremely unhealthy. The vast majority of 
working age people who contract Covid have little or no symptoms. I've never seen anyone 
bankrupt who had little or no symptoms. I've never seen anyone who had a dream 
business ruined who had little or no symptoms. I've never seen a suicide with little or no 
symptoms....ditto a heart attack, stroke, depression. 
 
 In addition to the illegality of this lock down, it is idiotic and counter productive. Please 
don't ask me to take seriously the decisions of anyone who closes beaches and state 
parks while keeping liquor stores open.  Don't even ask me to obey such insanity.  Don't 
pad the stats of covid death, which we all know is going on, and ask me to take you 
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seriously.  Don't keep getting paid and pensioned and ask me to go broke. Its FKN absurd.  
Thank you.

05/08/2020 11:14 AM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Karen Sisk I’m not even sure why I’m bothering at this point. You are the same group that just made it 
possible for a 16 year old to be freed and receive no adult jail time if they commit a 
chapter 14 violation, but permit a 16 year old to be jailed in an adult facility if they commit 
a chapter 20 violation. Not sure what any of you are or aren’t doing at this point. 
 
 I’ve been told by several senators that there’s “nothing” NCGA can do to provide relief 
under the Governor’s order, so exactly what purpose do you serve? It’s obvious that most 
of you are bowing to the wrong king. I find your lack of effort and absence during this 
entire unconstitutional stay-at-home order to be utterly appalling. Seems you have more of 
a vested interest in the Governor’s illegal actions than you do the constituents who voted 
you in to office. There are exceptions, such as the ones you let slide in to the vacancy. Just 
what we needed on the NCGA. One one champion for criminals. 
 
 I hear a lot of talk coming from you all, but I’ve yet to see action. The number of people 
you’re hurting in the name of trying to accomplish government dependency is disgusting. 
This has never been about a virus. It’s about control and it seems the majority of you are 
enjoying the power. I hope you sleep well at night because there are many who can’t. 
 
 There were 47,000 suicides in the US in 2017. I shudder to think what they’ll be in 2020. 
Probably zero since they’ll all be directly related to COVID. 2020. The year of perfect vision, 
but for most, they were blinded by fear and they couldn’t see the forest or the trees.

05/08/2020 11:23 AM Health Care Working 
Group

Dr Sarah  Sanchez “North Carolina needs to take immediate steps to expand Medicaid in order to protect our 
residents from COVID-19. Closing the coverage gap right now will make sure that people 
who lose?jobs can still get affordable health coverage to stay healthy and?be ready to 
work again after the crisis is over.??I call on you to expand medicaid, today!”

05/08/2020 11:25 AM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Ms Allison Mahaley “North Carolina needs to take immediate steps to expand Medicaid in order to protect our 
residents from COVID-19. Closing the coverage gap right now will make sure that people 
who lose?jobs can still get affordable health coverage to stay healthy and?be ready to 
work again after the crisis is over.??I call on you to expand medicaid, today!”

05/08/2020 11:26 AM Health Care Working 
Group

Rev. Patty Hannneman “North Carolina needs to take immediate steps to expand Medicaid in order to protect our 
residents from COVID-19. Closing the coverage gap right now will make sure that people 
who lose?jobs can still get affordable health coverage to stay healthy and?be ready to 
work again after the crisis is over.??I call on you to expand medicaid, today!”

05/08/2020 11:27 AM Health Care Working 
Group

Ms. Ann Zimmerman “North Carolina needs to take immediate steps to expand Medicaid in order to protect our 
residents from COVID-19. Closing the coverage gap right now will make sure that people 
who lose?jobs can still get affordable health coverage to stay healthy and?be ready to 
work again after the crisis is over.??I call on you to expand medicaid, today!”  This was an 
important issue BEFORE CoVid-19, and now it is a moral imperative!

05/08/2020 11:31 AM Health Care Working 
Group

Rev Claudia Jimenez North Carolina needs to take immediate steps to expand Medicaid in order to protect our 
residents from COVID-19. Closing the coverage gap right now will make sure that people 
who lose ?jobs can still get affordable health coverage to stay healthy and ?be ready to 
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work again after the crisis is ove It is essential workers have the essential services they 
need to do their jobs. .??I call on you to expand medicaid, todya!

05/08/2020 11:36 AM Health Care Working 
Group

Mrs. Nancy Moxley North Carolina needs to expand medicaid coverage now!  People who had coverage have 
lost it in the COVID-19 crisis.  People who work still have not been able to qualify for 
medicaid and now need the coverage more than ever.  There are federal dollars available 
for the coverage.  Expand coverage today!

05/08/2020 11:43 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

Betty Bass North Carolina needs to be reopened all the way.  There will be more suicides, domestic 
violence, child abuse, drug usage, and more alcoholics than ever as well as breaking and 
entering to loot businesses and homes.  Also, small businesses will not survive this 
shutdown any longer.  PLEASE REOPEN NORTH CAROLINA FOR THE HEALTH AND 
SAFETY OF OUR CITIZENS!!!!    THANK YOU!!!

05/08/2020 01:06 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mr Thomas Anderson It is clear that the Governor's Executive Order and the subsequent expansions of that order 
has  visited irreparable damage on the economy of North Carolina in general and certain 
targeted small businesses in specific.  It is also evident that the authority on which the 
Governor based his initial order, GS 116A-19.30 required concurrence of the Council of 
State which was not given. The Governor, of course, maintains that he has the authority to 
do what he has done under other section and provisions of the General Statutes. His 
authority and the validity of his order is therefore, at best, in question.  The authority 
granted under GS 166A -19.30 was never intended for such a long term event as this shut 
down but was clearly for response to natural disasters such as hurricanes and/or the 
flooding that accompanies them.  No Governor regardless of party or any other single 
individual should ever again have the power to shut down private businesses without the 
express vote of the General Assembly . GS 166A-19.30 ,and such other sections and 
provisions of the General Statutes of North Carolina as may be necessary, must be 
amended to prevent the level of power currently  granted to the Governor by current 
Statutes from continuing in force.  Additionally, the General Statutes must also be 
amended to prohibit the citizens of North Carolina from being fined and imprisoned for 
trying to keep their businesses operation and providing the livelihoods that they provide.

05/08/2020 01:07 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Reopen the state!!!!! No restrictions!!!!

05/08/2020 01:12 PM Health Care Working 
Group

Mr Michael Beech NC must expand Medicaid under the ACA to begin to assure that every citizen has access 
to healthcare. The current experience with the Covid 19 clearly illustrates the need. The 
Legislature needs to stop with the ideological purism and look to the real needs of the 
people not to political positioning and grandstanding.

05/08/2020 01:19 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Mrs Lisa Kammerdiener No business should have been closed.  The stay at home order should have never been 
put in place. Cowering over 1 virus is ludicrous.  If that's the case,  people would stay 
inside during flu season.  Diseases and viruses have been around since the beginning of 
time.  People cannot build immunity staying inside.  Yes people will get sick and some will 
die, just like other diseases and viruses.  Open the State of North Carolina back up 100%

05/08/2020 01:50 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 

Sharon Cece The purpose of this lockdown was to slow the spread (not eliminate) the virus and put in 
place surge capacity for the health care system. Both of these goals have been achieved. 
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Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

The purpose was never to eradicate new cases, and any attempt to move the goalposts in 
that direction should be rejected. Many of these ultra-strict directives have absolutely 
nothing to do with flattening the curve at this point.
 
 Recent data, some collected from the CDC, John Hopkins, and NCDHHS, as well as a 
number of independent studies, shows that we can reopen right away. Those who are 
immune-compromised or high risk should continue to self-isolate. We can implement 
common sense measures that will get us back to work and still shelter our vulnerable. 
Shutting down the state and the country has never been the answer before. It didn’t 
happen with influenza, H1N1, or the Swine flu in any year prior. As a data analyst, I can 
provide an enormous amount, including one to show that in 2018-19, more sadly passed 
away from the flu than CV19, with the exception of NY, who is now including “untested” in 
their totals, making the data spurious.
 
 There is another very important clarification that should be considered regarding this 
topic. There is a direct relationship between the state of our economy and lives lost. All 
the predictive models (particularly that of Epidemiologist Neil Ferguson, who created the 
highly-cited Imperial College London coronavirus model used to base the shutdown on) 
not only were erroneous, they were looking at a single vector: the spread of, and deaths 
associated with, the virus. None of these models have accounted for deaths caused by an 
economic shutdown (severe blood shortages, increased suicide, increased domestic 
violence, elimination of the early detection of cancer and other diseases...added to 
destroyed business, hungry families who do not have the luxury of working from home, 
increased depression) and many more. Going forward, starting today, NC needs to 
consider these deaths along with overwhelming destruction caused by the economic 
shutdown.

05/08/2020 02:05 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Ms. Laura Sealey The people of NC are growing weary of being held hostage and having our constitutional 
freedoms taken away/ and or infringed upon.  I moved to NC 20 years ago to be in a place 
that shared my values and valued my opinions.  This place has changed for the worse.  I 
am appalled by Governor Cooper and his over reach.  Other officials seem like nothing 
more then power hungry tyrants.  People need to work, we need to resume our lives, and 
we don't need  nor do we want a nanny state.  November is fast approaching, we are 
watching.  Are you listening?

05/08/2020 04:01 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

JENNIFER ACEVEDO IT'S TIME TO OPEN UP NC.   It is against our Constitutional rights to remain closed.

05/08/2020 06:16 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Ms Carol Miglionico Reopen  NC

05/08/2020 09:23 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Karen  Senecal NC needs to OPEN.  Not phased.  Not restricted.  People are losing businesses and losing 
their minds, literally.  School canceled, sports canceled.  No outlets just FEAR.  NC does 
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not have the kind of numbers NY did.  Our hospitals are not over flowing.  North 
Carolinian's are turning on each other because of the fear.  STOP the madness.  calm the 
fears.  let people get back to living.  illness will come.  flu will come.  Are you going to 
allow the state to go on lock down every flu season??  We are borderline communist at 
this point.  that is NOT who we are!!  Please. give us our lives back

05/08/2020 10:47 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Jackie Coley Reopen NC, abate all penalties against people who violated an UNCONSTITUTIONAL 
executive order. As representatives you need to make damn sure this closure can never 
happen again. Americans have a right to live and a right to die. Safety is and has always 
been the responsibility of individuals. Government could have passed employee 
protections such that high risk employees could be given accommodations such as work 
from home without risking losing their job. OR some other type of job protection during the 
next several months. Instead of CREATIVE SOLUTIONS, our Representatives allowed 
Dictator Cooper to suspend all freedoms. Cooper and Cohen should both be in jail and 
ordered to pay restitution to the MILLIONS of North Carolinians that have lost their right to 
earn an honest days pay.

05/09/2020 11:02 AM Education Working 
Group

Mrs. Christie Chadwick It's mind-boggling that daycare is open, but public schools aren't. One, we have to pay for 
out of our pockets, and the other we pay for with our taxes - regardless if we use it or not.

05/09/2020 11:08 AM Health Care Working 
Group

Mrs. Christie Chadwick We carry viruses, bacteria and other pathogens with us all the time. We are asymptomatic 
to dozens of pathogens. Please listen to the doctors who are actually working with 
patients. Not the ones in their ivory towers who hasn't seen a patient in 30 years. And how 
about we EDUCATE the people on steps they can take to improve their health WITHOUT 
medication? We do NOT need a vaccine for a virus that has a 99% RECOVERY rate.

05/09/2020 11:10 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

Mrs. Christie Chadwick Take actual notice how this virus is working. Quarantine the SICK. Allow the high-risk to 
stay home. And let the healthy earn their money. We carry viruses, bacteria and other 
pathogens with us all the time. We are asymptomatic to dozens of pathogens. Please 
listen to the doctors who are actually working with patients. Not the ones in their ivory 
towers who hasn't seen a patient in 30 years. We don't need masks. We don't need more 
testing. We don't need a vaccine. We need to get back to work.

05/09/2020 11:18 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

Betty Bass It is really sad that you can't even find frozen vegetables or frozen meals at the Walmart 
Super store here. Not to mention fresh meats. Also prices are going up and up. With 
people not working it will be a depression. Not to mention more suicides, domestic 
violence, and child abuse etc.

05/09/2020 11:38 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

Please immediately end the shutdown!  Immediately allow churches to resume in 
buildings!  Do not allow tracers!

05/09/2020 12:05 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Compensatory 
assistance  Shane  
Nantz

Due to the inability of Civil Service Boards/ Commissions and other Disciplinary and Trial 
Boards being unable to meet due to COVD-19 the ability for workers to return to work, 
receive back pay or receive a hearing to determine innocence has been stopped and in 
effect the right to a speedy trial. A provision should be incorporated into a recovery bill 
that allows the one time pardon of disciplinary matters that do not involve a crime or the 
abuse of any paid leave policy by the City or County Executive and City Councils/County 
Commissions. This provision would only be for workers that are essential workers and 
whose pardon would restore them to full paid status in the interest of public safety and 
health.

05/09/2020 12:24 PM Economic Support I originally found reference to this committee in a post on Facebook, and so here's my 
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Working Group opinion on various items which may also cross over multiple work groups.  Let me start by 

referencing the fact that even before Gov. Cooper's reopening plan went into effect on 
Friday 5/8 a poll that had been running on Facebook where the results were going to 
Speaker of the House Tim Moore showed that 41% of North Carolinians wanted a reopen 
with no restrictions.  I work in healthcare in a medical records department and am 
required to wear one of those single ply cotton surgical masks and ended up getting facial 
scratches and scrapes because of the way that it is worn if you make it form fitting around 
the nose the one part will start to indirectly without actually coming out of the fabric can 
actually cause injuries in the first day and continue disintegrating each day after.  There 
are multiple cases in court regarding not being allowed to work or Article I section 13 
issues relating to only allowing drive thru/in services at least in phase 1, all of this caused 
the NC Sheriffs Association to come up with a resolution on the subject especially with 
the potential of federal charges related to Civil Rights violations(see Washington Times 
article related to William Barr orders...).  Anyway there is a bill in the Senate's Ways and 
Operations Committee https://webservices.ncleg.gov/ViewBillDocument/2019/7084/0/
DRS35378-MM-122B regarding right to work but just like in Congress being in a legislative 
Committee tends to mean that it is there to die.  In employment  even though statements 
like this https://thehill.com/changing-america/well-being/prevention-cures/491725-who-
no-evidence-wearing-a-mask-can-protect or www.Medpagetoday.com article entitled 
study: masks fail to filter virus in coughing COVID-19 patients you risk your job by some 
form of termination by not providing legitimate MEDICAL reason for not wearing a mask 
so if you claim wrongful termination or HIPAA protection there is nothing that you can do 
about it because like most of the US NC is a "willful employment" state so that there is no 
recourse.  The plan in NC is similar to what POTUS Trump had in place but just like what 
he did with his reopen plan was to provide the keys to the kingdom to the states as 
described in the 10th and 11th Amendments of the US Constitution even though this  
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/dershowitz-trump-has-ultimate-authority-to-
eliminate-stay-at-home-orders?fbclid=IwAR2-
GixUiSxsMsi0KL1KoOwnSUGbL05Lz_JrQOnqn_S5D0bxjcUijvMpKnE says that POTUS 
Trump could have cancelled them in their entirety.  A case out of Pennsylvania was sent to 
the SCOTUS by conservative groups and small business owners in order to prevent the 
Pennsylvania phase plan from taking effect due to being unconstitutional and the court 
said no without comment even though the request was for a review.  Here in NC one could 
say that under:  Article I Sections 6,7 and 12-14, parts of NCGS 166A, and Medicaid Law 
https://medicaidlawnc.com/ the entire stay at home order plan(or at least some of them) 
and parts of the reopen plan were unconstitutional under the NC Constitution and other 
laws.  Like many with disability issues I also deal a great deal with my own routines and 
even having LTVS meetings I am having issues with some situations because I am at least 
three months past the required deadline for updated testing for Long Term services 
outside of work because no form of referral has been accepted so work not only for the 
non-disabled but disabled has its problems due to the  current situation.  Still being a 
couple of weeks away from even talking about a state budget(hopefully avoiding a second 
fiscal year without one), causes issues in the workplace all around and with violations of 
medicaid law in place a review of that along with the medical advice by "Dr." Cohen during 
this time since March.  So a way to allow North Carolinians to work: without restrictions, 
and risk of jobs due to personal decisions including under https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-
professionals/privacy/laws-regulations/index.html, etc.  along with allowing Religious 
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entities of all kinds including churches to meet without restrictions is needed in any form.

05/10/2020 12:00 PM Economic Support 
Working Group

Dr. Abir mandal I am done with the bullshit promoted by this so called governor of ours. He needs to be 
sued and thrown in prison for the damage he has caused our economy. Any democrats in 
the legislature should be ashamed of following this charlatan partisan hack to ruin our 
state. Reopen our bloody economy yesterday, no exceptions. Seriously, what is wrong with 
you that you ignore the data in front of us and instead rely on the nonsense spouted by the 
idiot Mandy Cohen, who is not even fit to administer a public toilet let alone public policy?

05/11/2020 10:12 AM Economic Support 
Working Group

We have more people out of work in NC than many of the places that major outbreaks of 
the virus! Florida has a very large retiree population and were able to protect the vulnerable 
and move on. We need to do the same!

05/11/2020 01:26 PM Continuity of State 
Operations (Emergency 
Services, Elections & 
Public Safety) Working 
Group

Mrs Ruth Watson Why can't the counties that don't have any deaths and low number of cases of the virus 
open up with social distancing?  Why aren't we hearing from our representatives about 
trying to get the governor to open up the counties that are not having problems with the 
virus?  We need to know if anything is being done to work towards the problem.


