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1M TRAFFIC OFFENSES




Non-DWI Misdemeanor Traffic Offenses Number

speeding 296,281
 Expired Registration 208,971
: Driving while License Revoked, Not Impaired Revocation 170,663
Mo Dperator's License 117,789

| Operating a Vehicle with No Insurance 55, 126
- Fictitious or Altered 1itle, Registration, or Plate 39,013
Reckless Driving to Fndanger 29,735

- Drive or Permit to be Driven Motor Vehicle No Registration 26,717
 Canceled, Revoked, or Suspended Certificate or Tag 26,589
Recklbess Driving - Wanton Disregard 20,976

~ Driving while License Revoked, Impaired Revocation 18,576
~ Window Tinting Violation 12,448
Mo Liability Insurance 11,442
Possession or Display of Altered, Fictitious, or Revoked Driver's License 5,727




Nonviolent Misdemeanor Charge Number
Misdemeanor larceny 44,667
Passession of drug paraphemalia A8 6RR
.F'::lssezs ion of up to 1/2 ounce manjuana 31287
Possession of marijuana paraphemalia 30623
‘Resisting an officer 28016
Second-degree respass 22,701
| njury to personal property 15525
Possession of a Schedule ¥ controlled substance 12 883
-F'EIESEEE ion of stolen goods 027
Public order, free toxt B276
Shopliting, concealment ol goods 6916
| njury to real property 6,491
Canng concealed gun G473

Possession of Schedule |V controlled substance

”413-[]3



O\'ercr‘mlinalization & Ordinance Violations 2

Think you can consult the North Carolina General Statutes O know everythind that's
criminal In North carolina? Think again. Under state law, counties, cities, towns, and
sewerage districts have authority T create crimes through local ordinances. G.S. 14
(prowdmg that, as 2 genera\ rule, violation of such an ordinance is @ Class 3
Apparent\y, some local governments don't realize that when they wri

are creating crimes. What makes me say this? A 2018 law (S.L. 2018-

rowns that have enacted an ordinance pumshab\e pursuant to G.S. 14-4(a) 1o o
apphcab\e ordinances with 2 description of the conduct subject to criminal pumshme

ordmance" and submit it to certain Committees of the General Assembly by Decembs

|east on€ town reported that its ordinances don't create any crimes, put that stateme

contradlcted by own Code of Ordinances which creates a host of crimes in
curfew yiolations- k? The submissions are here)-

One argument made In the national conversation about overcnmina\izanon is that to
minor activities ar€ made criminal and that it's not € ective, OF fair to addrt
activity through the criminal justice system. Additiona\\y itis many low-|
such as panhand\mg and sleeping in public p\aces——cr\mmahze poverty an

those issues should be treated as social needs. There is a lot more to the debate
overcnmmahzat\on put 1l stop there. In trying to get 2 sense as o how big an issue
North carolina, 1 decided 1O look at how many and what types of or

as crimes N North carolina. 1 realize that ordinance yiolations aren’t

warrant examination; I'm just starting with ordinance crimes. 1

this—and please chime In if you know one—but 1 looked at the NC Administr

Courts (NC AOC) 2018 “Tally” report. This report lists all criminal and infraction chard
in 2018, along with other information, such as number of convictions obtained. Crim||
clearly pased on ordinance yiolations include:




Offense
Code

8599

8521

4184

8517

8543

8508

8506

4132

8504

8510

8535

8541

4183

Description

Local Ordinance-Free Text

Solicit Alms/Beg For
Money

Open Container Alcohol
Viol

Fail Provide Proof Fare Pay
Discharge Firearm in City
City/Town Violation(M)
Urinate in Public

Poss/Cons Beer/Wine
Public St

Noise Ordinance Violation
Leash Law Violation
Curfew Violation

Sleep in Public Place

Consume Alc/Malt City/Co
Prop

GS Number

[Nothing Listed]

Local Ordinance

Local Ordinance

Local Ordinance
Local Ordinance
Local Ordinance
Local Ordinance

Local Ordinance

Local Ordinance
Local Ordinance
Local Ordinance
Local Ordinance

Local Ordinance

Charge Total

2435

1690

1585

1066
794
581
529

411

176
161

111

Conviction
Total

602

440

136

468

111

88

133

87
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33% (112,648) = DRUG CHARGES
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Fite No.

Magistrates

CRIMINAL SUMMONS

charged only —

33% of highest

C h a rge Mame And Address OF Defendant

misdemeanor
cases by

Summons Race Sex Date OFf Birth Age

Social Security No. Dinvers License No. & Siafe

Mame Of Defendant's Employar
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Manner of Disposition

: . Felony
Trial - Guilty Plea : Felony Heard Probable
Case Type MNot Guilty Before Guilty Plea and Bound Cause Not Probable
Verdict Magistrat Mo Contest o r 4 Cause
erdic gistrate ver oun Waived
Criminal cases 15,157 5,874 2,174 233,612 409 3,757 12,253
Felonies 544 26 0 28,234 409 1,886 12,252
Misdemeanors,
ather than traffic 8,715 3,995 367 109,787 0 172 1
Traffic
misdemeanors 5,898 1,853 1,807 95,591 0 1,699 0
(includes DWI1)
Manner of Disposition
Dismissal . Felony
Dismissal Worthless .
Case Type After DEfErll'Ed With Leave Check Waiver Supr:'lrsedlng
Prosecution Indictment
Criminal cases 9,374 121,720 493 75,372 1,879,456
Felonies 1,376 1,246 0 62,521 50,481
Misdemeanors,
sther than trafic 7,158 13,062 493 10,151 514,767
Traffic
misdemeanors 840 107,412 0 2,700 1,314,208
(includes DWI1)

* Other incledes dismissal without leave in FY 2018,
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Superior Court

Manner of Disposition

Case Type IJur'y' Tria!— IJur\r Tri:ill— Jury TriaI—Eui!tv Guilty Plea No Guilty Plea
Guilty Verdict Mot Guilty Verdict Plea Before Verdict Contest to Lesser MNo Contest

Criminal cases 1,492 533 234 9,243 63,650

Felonies 1,184 352 204 9,065 56,116

mﬁéjfm:m?;ﬁc 179 102 18 113 5,651

Traffic misdemeanors

(includes DWI) 129 79 12 65 1,883

Manner of Disposition
Case Type Dismissal Afl'ter I;llismissal

Deferred Prosecution With Leave
Criminal cases 1,113 1,715 80,277
Felonies 1,058 1,351 51,727
Sther than traffic 52 168 20,200

Traffic misdemeanors

(includes DWI) 3 196 8,350

*ther includes speedy trial dismissals, and in FY 2019, dismissal without leave.



Superior Court

Manner of Disposition
ey e Jury Trial - Jury Trial - Jury Trial = Guilty Guilty Plea No Guilty Plea
YP Guilty Verdict Mot Guilty Verdict Plea Before Verdict Contest to Lesser MNo Contest
Criminal cases 1,492 533 234 9,243 63,650
Felonies 1,184 352 204 9,065 56,116
Misdemeanors T
¥ 'LR~~~~”’
other than traffic 173 1111; o Wg 2,651
Traffic misdemeanors
(includes DWI) 1,883
Manner of Disposition
Case Type
Criminal cases 80,277
Felonies 51,727
Misdemeanors,
other than traffic 20,200
Traffic misdemeanors 8,350

(includes DWI)

*ther includes speedy trial dismissals, and in FY 2019, dismissal without leave.
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Offender Population

Aug 31, 2020
Group Number
1 Prison Inmates 31.778
Probationers 70 416
Post Release/Parole 12,526
Total 114,720

Male Inmates 29 451
Female Inmates 2327
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What is criminalized
Health services
Employment

Education

Housing

Criminal record

Fines and fees

Collateral consequences
Drivers license suspensions
Family stability

Hope, faith & sense of belonging
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Legal framework
Accountability
Data

Discretion
Resources
Training

Policy

Politics

Culture

Bias




Reach out or visit us on the web:
Jessie Smith, smithj@sog.unc.edu

cjil.sog.unc.edu




