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. Office of the Speaker
North Carolina House of Representatives
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1096

JOE HACKNEY
SPEAKER

August 21, 2008

(Dute correction)

The Honorable Larry Womble

North Carolina House of Representatives
Legislative Office Building, Room 534
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603 '

Dear Representative Womble:

Pursuant to the authority granted to me in G.S. 120-19.6(a1) and Rule 26(a) of the
Rules of the House of Representatives of the 2007 General Assembly, I am pleased to
appoint you to serve as Co-Chair of the House Select Committee on Compensation for
Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program. Your appointment is effective immediately,
and will end with the termination of the Committee on December 31, 2008.

Thank you for your willihngness to serve in this capacity. I am deeply grateful for
people like you who are willing to give their time and talent to move North Carolina
forward. I know that you will have much to offer to the House Select Committee on
Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program and will be effective and

diligent in your service to our State.

Very truly yours,

% //4%»4

Joe Hackney
JH:ar
Copy: Governor Michael F. Easley George Hall, Legislative Services Officer
Lieutenant Governor Beverly E. Perdue Director of Research
The Honorable Marc Basnight Office of the State Controller
The Honorable Elaine Marshall State Library
Denise Weeks, House Principal Clerk ’ Legislative Library

Janet Pruitt, Senate Principal Clerk
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Office of the Speaker
North Carolina House of Representatives
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1096

JOE HACKNEY
SPEAKER

August 21, 2008

(Date correction)

The Honorable Ron Sutton

North Carolina House of Representatives
Legislative Building, Room 1321

Raleigh, North Carolina 27601

Dear Representative Sutton:

‘ Pursuant to the authority granted to me in G.S. 120-19.6(a1) ) and Rule 26(a) of the

Rules of the House of Representatives of the 2007 General Assembly, I am pleased to
appoint you to serve as Co-Chair of the House Select Committee on Compensation for

Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program. Your appointment is effective immediately,
and will end with the termination of the Committee on December 31, 2008.

Thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity. I am deeply grateful for
people like you who are willing to give their time and talent to move North Carolina
forward. I know that you will have much to offer to the House Select Committee on
Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program and will be effective and

diligent in your service to our State.

Very truly yours,
7 /
- / / aé/"""‘\
((.7"&(’ /CA C\:()

Joe Hackney
JH:ar
Copy:  Governor Michael F. Easley George Hall, Legislative Services Officer
' Lieutenant Governor Beverly E. Perdue Director of Research
The Honorable Marc Basnight Office of the State Controller
The Honorable Elaine Marshall State Library
Denise Weeks, House Principal Clerk - Legislative Library

Janet Pruitt, Senate Principal Clerk



Office of the Speaker i
North Carolina House of Representatives
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1096

JOE HACKNEY
SPEAKER

August 21, 2008

(Date correction)

The Honorable Martha B. Alexander
Nqrth Carolina House of Representatives
Legislative Building, Room 2208

Raleigh, North Carolina 27601

Dear Representative Alexander:

Pursuant to the authority granted to me in G.S. 120-19.6(a1) and Rule 26(a) of the
Rules of the House of Representatives of the 2007 General Assembly, I am pleased to
appoint you to serve on the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the
Eugenics Sterilization Program. Your appointment is effective immediately, and will end
with the termination of the Committee on December 31, 2008.

Thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity. I am deeply grateful for
people like you who are willing to give their time and talent to move North Carolina
forward. I know that you will have much to offer to the House Select Committee on
Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program and will be effective and

diligent in‘your service to our State.
Very truly yours,

ey

Joe Hackney

- JH:ar

Copy: Governor Michael F. Easley George Hall, Legisiative Services Officer

Lieutenant Governor Beverly E. Perdue Director of Research

The Honorable Marc Basnight . Office of the State Controller
The Honorable Elaine Marshall State Library

Denise Weeks, House Principal Clerk Legislative Library

Janet Pruitt, Senate Principal Clerk



Office of the Speaker
North Carolina House of Representatives
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1096

JOE HACKNEY
SPEAKER

August 21, 2008

(Date correction)

The Honorable Sandra Spaulding Hughes
"North Carolina House of Representatives
Legislative Office Building, Room 611
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

Dear Representative Hughes:

Pursuant to the authority granted to.me in G.S. 120-19.6(a1) ) and Rule 26(a) of the
Rules of the House of Representatives of the 2007 General Assembly, [ am pleased to
appoint you to serve on the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the
Eugenics Sterilization Program. Your appointment is effective immediately, and will end
with the termination of the Committee on December 31, 2008.

Thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity. | am deeply grateful for
people like you who are willing to give their time and talent to move North Carolina
forward. I know that you will have much to offer to the House Select Committee on
Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program and will be effective and

diligent in your service to our State.

Very truly yours,
/ S Jﬂé’”“‘“«”
Joe Hackney
JH:ar
D Copy:  Governor Michael F. Easley George Hall, Legislative Services Officer
Lieutenant Governor Beverly E. Perdue Director of Research
The Honorable Marc Basnight Oftice of the State Controller
The Honorable Elaine Marshall - State Library
Denise Weeks, House Principal Clerk Legislative Library

Janet Pruitt, Senate Principal Clerk
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‘Office of the Speaker
North Carolina House of Representatives
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1096

JOE HACKNEY
SPEAKER

August 21, 2008

(Dule correction)

The Honorable James H. Langdon, Jr.
North Carolina House of Representatives
Legislative Office Building, Room 610
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

Dear Representative Langdon:

Pursuant to the authority granted to me in G.S. 120-19.6(al) and Rule 26(a) of the -
Rules of the House of Representatives of the 2007 General Assembly, | am pleased to
appoint you te serve on the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the
Eugenics Sterilization Program. Your appointment is effective immediately, and will end
with the termination of the Committee on December 31, 2008.

Thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity. | am deeply grateful for
people like you who are willing to give their time and talent to move North Carolina
forward. I know that you will have much to offer to the House Select Committee on
Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program and will be effective and
diligent in your service to our State. :

Very truly yours,
( s / /(Aoén“ﬂ -
et / ( /\)
Joe Hackney
JH:ar.
' Copy:  Governor Michael F. Easley George Hall, Legislative Sefvices Officer
Lieutenant Governor Beverly E. Perdue _ Director of Research
The Honorable Marc Basnight Office of the State Controller
The Honorable Elaine Marshali : State Library -
-Denise Weeks, House Principal Clerk : Legislative Library

Janet Pruitt, Senate Principal Clerk



Office of the Speaker
North Carolina House of Representatives
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1096

JOE HACKNEY
SPEAKER

September 11, 2008

The Honorable Earline W. Parmon

North Carolina House of Representatives
Legislative Building, Room 622

Raleigh, North Carolina 27601

Dear Representative Parmon:

Pursuant to the authority granted to me in G.S. 120-19.6(al) ) and Rule 26(a) of the
Rules of the House of Representatives of the 2007 General Assembly, I am pleased to
appoint you to serve on the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the
Eugenics Sterilization Program. Your appointment is effective immediately, and will end
with the termination of the Committee on December 31, 2008.

Thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity. I am deeply grateful for
people like you who are willing to give their time and talent to move North Carolina
forward. I know that you will have much to offer to the House Select Committee on
Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program and will be effective and
diligent in your service to our State. "

Very truly yours,
7 J bt
/
- Joe Hackney
JH:ar
Copy: Governor Michael F. Easley George Hall, Legislative Services Officer
' Lieutenant Governor Beverly E. Perdue Director of Research
The Honorable Marc Basnight Office of the State Controller
The Honorable Elaine Marshall State Library
Denise Weeks, House Principal Clerk Legislative Library

Janet Pruitt, Senate Principal Clerk
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| Office of the Speaker
North Carolina House of Representatives
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1096

JOE HACKNEY
SPEAKER

August 21, 2008

(Dute correction)

The Honorable Ruth Samuelson

North Carolina House of Representatives
Legislative Office Building, Room 418-B
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

Dear Representative Samuelson:

Pursuant to the authority granted to me in G.S. 120-19.6(a1) and Rule 26(a) of the
Rules of the House of Representatives of the 2007 General Assembly, | am pleased to
appoint you to serve on the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the
Eugenics Sterilization Program. Your appointment is effective immediately, and will end
with the termination of the Committee on December 31, 2008. :

Thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity. [ am deeply grateful for
people like you who are willing to give their time and talent to move North Carolina
forward. I know that you will have much to offer to the House Select Committee on
Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program and will be effective and

diligent in your service to our State.

Very truly yours,

T o
ety

Joe Hackney
JH:ar
Copy: Governor Michael F. Easley George Hall, Legislative Services Officer
Lieutenant Governor Beverly E. Perdue Director of Research
The Honorable Marc Basnight Office of the State Controller
The Honorable Elaine Marshall -t State Library
Denise Weeks, House Principal Clerk Legislative Library

Janet Pruitt, Senate Principal Clerk
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Office of the Speaker
North Carolina House of Representatives
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1096

" JOE HACKNEY
SPEAKER

August 21, 2008

(Dute correction)

The Honorable Bonner L. Stiller

North Carolina House of Representatives
Legislative Office Building, Room 306-A2
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

Dear Representative Stiller:

Pursuant to the authority granted to me in G.S. 120-19.6(al) and Rule 26(a) of the
Rules of the House of Representatives of the 2007 General Assembly, 1 am pleased to
appoint you to serve on the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the
Eugenics Sterilization Program. Your appointment is effective immediately, and will end
with the termination of the Commxttee on December 31, 2008.

Thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity. I am deeply grateful for
people like you who are willing to give their time and talent to move North Carolina
forward. I know that you will have much to offer to the House Select Committee on
Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Steullzatlon Program and will be effective and

diligent in your service to our State.

Very truly yours,

G b
7 L

Joe Hackney

JH:ar

Copy:  Governor Michael F. Easley George Hall, Legislative Services Officer

Lieutenant Governor Beverly E. Perdue Director of Research

The Honorable Marc Basnight Office of the State Controller
The Honorable Elaine Marshall State Library

Denise Weeks, House Principal Clerk - Legislative Library

Janet Pruitt, Senate Principal Clerk
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Office of the Speaker
North Carolina House of Representatives
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1096

_ JOE HACKNEY
" SPEAKER

August 21, 2008

(Dule correction)

The Honorable Michael H. Wray

North Carolina House of Representa tives
Legislative Office Building, Room 533
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603

Dear Representative Wray:

Pursuant to the authority granted to me in G.S. 120-19.6(al) and Rule 26(a) of the
Rules of the House of Representatives of the 2007 General Assembly, 1 am pleased to
appoint you to serve on the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the
Eugenics Sterilization Program. Your appointment is effective immediately, and will end
with the termination of the Committee on December 31, 2008.

“Thank you for your willingness to serve in this capacity. I am deeply grateful for
people like you who are willing to give their time and talent to move North Carolina
forward. I know that you will have much to offer to the House Select Committee on

- Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program and will be effective and

diligent in your service to our State.

Very truly yours,
L /wt / %‘W

Joe Hackney

JH:ar

Copy:  Governor Michael F. Easley George Hall, Legislative Services Officer
Lieutenant Governor Beverly E. Perdue Director of Research
The Honorable Marc Basnight Office of the State Controller
The Honorable Elaine Marshall State Library
Denise Weeks, House Principal Clerk Legislative Library
Janet Pruitt, Senate Principal Clerk




. HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR
VICTIMS OF THE EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM

INTERIM 2008 SESSION

MEMBER ASSISTANT PHONE | OFFICE | SEAT
SUTTON. Ron, Co-Chair C[aoBobbitt | 7150875 | 1321 |72
Karon Hardy, 733-5878 | 542
Committee Clerk | e
WOMBLE, Larry, Co-Chair Dorothy Mcl.ean | 733-5777 | 534 56
ALEXANDER, Martha CAnn Faust [ 7335807 | 2208 32
HUGHES, Sandra | Barbara Phillips | 733-5754 611~ | §
LANGDON, James Jackson Stancil 733-5849 1610 101
PARMON, Earline Pat Christmas 733-5829 | 541 66
@ [SAMUELSON Rum Susan Phillips | 7153000 | 418B | 119
STILLER, Bonner Carla Farmer 301-1450 306-A2 | 15
WRAY, Michael Mary Capps 733-5662 | 533 60
STAFF
Ben Popkins-Committee Counsel 733-2578 | 545
Melanie Bush-Fiscal Rescarch 733-4910 | 619
Lee Dixon-Fiscal Rescarch 733-4910 | 619
Denise Huntley Research 733-2578 | 545
Committee Counsel: Research Fiscal Staff:
Ben Popkin Denise Huntley Melanie Bush
‘ : Lee Dixon



NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
2008 SESSION
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Representative Sutton Representative Womble
Co-Chair Co-Chair

Represeatative Samuelson

Representative Alexander

Representative Stiller Representative Wray
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Department of Health and Human Services
Estimate for Supporting the Eugenics Databasc Project
As of 12/03/2008

L. Overview

The following is an estimate for creating a DHHS Eugenics Access Database. DHHS’
database will be established by using the Department of Cultural Resources’ database
which will include information derived from paper records and microfilm. The new
DHHS database will be used to match its records against existing State records at DHHS,
DOR, and DMV. This database will be a LAN based application which will be secured
through the Department’s normal security system.

II. Four Phases of the Project
Phase 1: Creating the initial database

The Department of Cultural Resources will submit to the House Select Committee on
Compensation for Victirhs of the Eugenics Sterilization Program cost estimates for the
creation of a database from scanned index cards, scanned folders and microfilm.

Phase 2: Matching approximately 7,600 cases against existing State databases

Approximately 7,600 names will be extracted from the database that is created in phase |
and placed on an electronic file in DHHS. The 7,600 names will then be matched

against: ,
1. DHHS Customer Service Data Warehouse (CSDW) Client table, Food Stamps
table, FSIS table and SIS table
2. DHHS Vital Records database
3. DMV license database
4. DOR databases

Phase 3: Updating of the database based on the match results from phase 2
The updating will be performed and automated by DHHS staff.
Phase 4: Ongoing support and reports

This will include modifications to the database program to capture new information and
produce reports.
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ITI. Estimates

" LAN Access Databuse.

DIRM (Division of Information and Resource Management, DHHS)

The Harvey Building is located on the Dix Campus.

DHHS Estimate for creating a LAN Access Eugenics Database

Aciiviy T L st

Item —— — . -— . N . - St AP e W 4 -

Estimate 40 DIRM hours to modify Access progtam to make

more user friendy $3.808
Estimate 80 DIRM hours to match against multiple Data

Warehouse source systems (FoodStamps, Client File, Services

Information System o _ §7,795
Estimate 60 Public Health hours to match against Vital Records

(birth and death records) . $5,220
Estimate 60 DMV hours to match against License and

Registration databases | 95220
Estimate 60 DOR hours to match against DOR databases - $5.220
Estimate 80 hours DIRM support first year (includes admin

costs) _$7,795
Total without hardware o $35,148
Server located in Harvey building with local LAN access " $3,500
Total with LAN access to server T $38,648




COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE
LEGISLATIVE BUILDING
RALEIGH NC 27601

September 22, 2008 -

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of
the Eugenics Sterilization Program

FROM: Rep. Larry Womble, Co-Chair
Rep. Ron Sutton, Co-Chair

SUBJECT:  Meeting Notice

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program will meet on the following date:

DAY: Thursday
DATE: October 9, 2008
TIME: 1:00 pm

LOCATION: Room 1124, Legislative Building

If you have any questions concerning this meeting, please contact Dorothy McLean,
Committee Assistant, at (919).733-5777 or email womblela@ncleg.net. If you cannot
attend, please contact Karon Hardy, Committee Clerk, at (919) 733-5878 or email

bryantla@ncleg.net.
Posted: September 19, 2008

cc: Committee Record X
Interested Parties X




da House S_elect Committee on
- Compensation for Victims
of the Eugenics Sterilization
- Program

Thursday, October 9, 2008
1:00 p.m.
Legislative Building
Room 1124/1224

o g

I. Welcome and Introductions
Representative Larry Womble, Cochair
Representative Ron Sutton, Cochair

II.  Review of Committee Charge
Ben Popkin, Committee Staff

| ‘ L. 2003 North Carolina Eugenics Study Committee Report - Update

Dr. Barbara Pullen-Smith, Director, NC Office of Minorizj) Health and Health Disparities,
Department of Health and Human Services

IV. Committee Discussion

V.  Adjourn



MINUTES

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE
' EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM
October 9, 2008
Room, Legislative Office Building
Representative Larry Womble, Presndmg
Representative Ron Sutton

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program met on Thursday, October 9, 2008 in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building.

The following members were present: Representatives Larry Womble, Co-Chair, Ron
Sutton, Co-Chair, Sandra Spaulding Hughes, James H. Langdon, Earline Parmon, Ruth
Samuelson, and Michael H. Wray. Committee staff ---Ben Popkin, Melanie Bush and
Committee Clerks, Dorothy McLean and Karon Hardy were present. The original Visitor
Registration Sheet is attached to these minutes as (Attachment 1).

The Co-Chair, Representative Larry Womble called the meeting to order at 1:05 pm

-and welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for being a part. The
Sergeants-At-Arms: Reggie Sills, Martha Gavelson, Charles Corker and Ken Burrows
were recognized for their assistance with the meeting. The Co-Chair recognized Co-
Chair Representative Ron Sutton. Members on the committee were recognized and
introduced themselves and what county and districts they represented. Committee clerks
Dorothy McLean and Karon Hardy were introduced.

The Co-Chair invited the guests to introduce themselves and state their affiliations. The

guest that was present included: Ms. Barbara Pullen-Smith, NC Office of Minority Health

and Disparities; Lisa Hodges, Public Health Consultant for the NC Office of Minority

Health and Disparities; David Brooks; Will Polk, General Counsel — Lt. Governor’s

Office, Jane Smith, Legislative Liaison for Health and Human Services; John McCue,
Government Legislative Office.

The following guest was recognized and given the opporturiity to make a statement:

Mr. Will Polk, General Counsel to Lt. Governor’s Office

The Lt. Governor is very pleased that the Speaker Hackney appointed this committee to
.address this issue. She looks forward to hearing the recommendations that the Select
committee comes up with to compensate the victims that went through the Eugenics
Sterilization. She offers her assistance in the development of the recommendations.

The first presenter recognized by the Co-Chair, Representative Larry Womble was staff
person, Ben Popkin.



Mr. Ben Popkin

Mr. Popkin gave a brief summary of the history and operations of the North Carolina
State Eugenics Sterilization Program. He referenced the brochure that Ms. Pullen-Smith
supplied. (Attachment 2, 3, & 4). In the 1920s, there was an interest in Eugenics and a
wide range of states enacted laws to implement policies to remove "undesirable qualities"
from the human gene pool. In North Carolina the program began in 1929 and its
operations were documented by reports issued by the North Carolina Eugenics Board.
The last official board report filed covers 1966- 1968, and includes the following: The
Eugenics Sterilization Program of North Carolina was administered under Article 7 in
Chapter 35 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, enacted in 1933. This law provided
for the sterilization of persons who were mentally ill or mentally retarded. The law
referred to these disabilities as “the mentally-diseased and feeble minded”. In addition to
the objective evidence of one of the impairments, it also had to be shown that sterilization
was applicable to the particular individual as a result of social, medical, psychiatric
and/or psychological studies. The primary purpose of sterilization as it was administered
under the North Carolina program was to "protect persons from parenthood whose
impairment would seriously handicap them in assuming the responsibilities of parents”.
The legal process began with petitions for the sterilization of non-institutional persons
submitted to the Eugenics Board by the county directors of public welfare and petitions
for the sterilization of state institutional residents submitted by superintendents of the
institution. The process called for petitions to be presented by either a social worker at
the county level or a person affiliated with the institution where the person to be sterilized
was a resident. The program was administered by the North Carolina Eugenics Board
which consisted of 5 members: The Commissioner of Public Welfare, Director of the -
State Board of Health, a chief medical officer of an institution for the mentally ill or
mentally retarded, the Commissioner of the State of North Carolina Department of
Mental Health and the Attorney General of North Carolina. Petitions were reviewed by
the Board and they ruled on whether or not an individual was to be sterilized. The vast
majority of the petitions that were submitted to the Board were approved and resulted in
sterilization of those individuals. :

Co-Chair Womble gave remarks about the history of Eugenics, and he commended the
Legislature for taking this law off the books. The state of North Carolina has apologized,
taken it off the books and the government needs to be responsible for destroying lives.
Compensation is the next step. Compensation is'not strictly money. The victims would
like the other opportunities that were not available to them and to be recognized as
people. There has been national and local attention given to this issue. He showed
magazines and named TV shows that have done stories on these victims.

Ms. Barbara Pullen-Smith

Co-Chair Womble introduced the next speaker, Ms. Barbara Pullen-Smith, Director of
the Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities. Ms. Pullen-Smith began her
presentation with a video that included statements by the Secretary of the Department of
Health and Human Services, Carmen Hooker-Odom, Rep. Larry Womble, Dr. Johanna
Schoen, author of Choice and Coercion Birth Control and Sterilization and Abortion and

4



Public Health and Welfare, Ms. Mary English, survivor of the NC Eugenics program, and
Ms. Elaine Riddick, survivor of NC Eugenics program.

In December 2002, Governor Michael Easley issued an official apology and appointed a
Study Committee. The committee Co-Chairs were Rep. Womble and former secretary,
Carman Hooker-Odom. The Committee was made up of representatives from the
Department of Cultural Resources, a Duke University Ethicist, several staff from the
Department of Health and Human Services, the General Counsel, a representative from
the Council of Developmental Disabilities, the Division of Mental Health Developmental
Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services and the Office of Minority Health and Health
Disparities. They were given 3 main tasks —

1. Study the history of the Eugenics Sterilization Program;

2. Ensure that this program is never repeated; and

3. Make recommendations on how to assist the Eugenic survivors.

To guide their work the committee was presented information on Dr. Johanna Scheon’s
research on Eugenic Sterilizations in NC. Minutes and articles were reviewed. They
spoke with the victims. They met over the course of a few months. In June 2003, the
Governor's committee submitted a report to the Governor. The report included two sets of
recommendations:

1. Support for survivors; and

2. System changes that need to be put in place (See Attachments 2,3 & 5).

Co-Chair Womble thanked Ms. Pullen-Smith for her report and he recognized Ms. Lisa
Hodges for all the work she contributed to the history museum exhibit. He thanked the
Co-Chair and all the Representatives who signed off on the legislation because now it is a
law. He recognized Rep. Parmon for co-sponsoring this bill.

Co-Chair Womble encouraged everyone to take a brochure and to see the posters. He put
a plug in for the Exhibit. It is the first one in the nation — copied from the Smithsonian
Institute. It has the voices of the victims recorded and a display of the actual instruments
used for the sterilization process. He recognized the Secretary of State Carmen Hooker-
Odom. She took the ball and ran with it.

Co-Chair Womble opened the floor for question and answers. He first recognized Rep.
Earline Parmon.

Rep. Parmon: Thanked Co-Chairs for getting this information together. How many of the
recommendations that came out of the Governor’s commission have been implemented
and have gone forth? She wants to make sure the committee is committed to doing
something to make sure these recommendations are done.

Co-Chair Womble: Compensation does not always have to take the form of money.
Compensation means that you compensate for what you have done. These victims were
not really concentrating solely on money. They were concentrating on some of these
recommendations. They came up with some of the recommendations. They really want



to make sure these things never happen again. Hopefully this committee will implement
some of the recommendations and/or come up with some of our own.

Rep. Parmon: Only 56 people have come forth. The last sterilization process was done
. in 1974 which would make the age of the people 35 — 40. That means there are still some
survivors. Some people may not know what has happened to them. I support the
recommendation of the support group of trying to build a foundation to try to help find
these people. It shows by this number of people, that they are so emotionally devastated
by this that they are ashamed to come forth.

Co-Chair Sutton: Are there any programs in effect right now that are actively assisting
known survivors such as counseling, health care or anything that the state is doing for
these so called known survivors?

Ms. Pulleh-Smith: None that I am aware of Rep. Sutton.

Rep. Sutton: I noticed that in the whole series of the recommendations I think that there
were about 12 or 15 of those, I notice that there was not a one that I had picked up that
addressed the issue of direct compensation. Am I correct on that?

Ms. Pullen-Smith: 1don’t believe there is one that says direct compensation.

Rep. Sutton: Final question, how often does the Exhibit move from one site to another?
If it is at a University, how long does it stay before it goes to a community. college or
some other city?

Ms. Pullen-Smith: Our track record has been that the Exhibit will stay at any one location
6 months and then would move to another location. That is the way it has been managed
so far.

Rep. Sutton: Just some thoughts on that. We’re a big state and we’re all going to age out
before that thing gets all over the state with 6-month stops. If you really want to get it
around the state and get it out to people, maybe we need to look at a 90-day stay and then
move it on to other places. We have 100 counties, remember that. Even if it went to
every county we’re talking 50 years. Whoever is in charge of that needs to address that.
Now if it goes to the University of NC, it might want to stay 4 months on display, but if it
goes to a small community college in the western part of the state, maybe no more than
90 days. Have a flexible schedule but I think 6 months is just too long anyway.

Co-Chair Womble: That is a good suggestion. Some of the big Metropolitan areas may -
just keep it just a little bit longer than some of the rural areas because some of the rural
areas I know around Forsythe county it could be there 3 weeks and everybody in the
county would have seen-it because there are not very many people there. One of the
problems we’re having though is the sponsorship and the logistics. This is a fairly large
Exhibit. Some of the Universities have stepped up to pay for the setup and breakdown.
Others would like to have it but cannot afford it.



Rep. Samuelson: I have two questions for clarification. Mr. Popkin on this chart that has
historical data, I think you were saying that they quit filing reports in 1968?

Ben Popkin: The last report that the got in vital records, official reports of the biannual is
in 1968. The program continued after that without biannual reports.

Rep. Samuelson: For some reason they decided not to do the reports anymore?

Ben Popkin: Apparently so. I have not seen anything yet that explains necessarily why.
But you will notice as you look at the table there is a significant amount of data that
identifies gender and age early on when it was a scientific focus to the efforts After a
certain point, there is much less data. (See Attachment 4). '

Rep. Samuelson: These little notes at the bottom were dated of the time of the report not
subsequent to that.

Ben Popkin: I believe so. Those were all directly out of the state archives.

Rep. Samuelson: Another qﬁestion, Ms Pullen-Smith, I wasn’t sure I understand is the
caretaker directly related to the sterilization.

Ms. Pullen-Smith: I can’t say it is directly related to the sterilization. If I am not
mistaken it had to do with educational benefits. If there was a situation where the victim
themselves were at an age where they were not interested in going back to school, then
their family member who helps to take care of them could take advantage of that benefit.
It is related to the support given to the Eugenic victim.

Rep. Samuelson: Rep. Parmon, you brought up, which I was surprised when I saw in the
folder, that it looks like half of them that have come forth were white. I was curious, that
out of the 56 you identified, are any of them white? :

Ms. Pullen-Smith: We have not asked them to identify their race; we just have some
basic contact information at this time. So I can’t say what percentage of the ones we have
on record are white. I can say for example, Mr. Lynch is a white male.

Ben Popkin: I can clarify. Please refer to the sheet. (See Attachment 4- gives more info).

Rep. Parmon: [ don’t know if this answers Rep. Samuelson’s question. I have met three
of the survivors and they are still traumatized in a lot of the cases. One of the survivors is
still taking medication and her son is her support, but there was a lot of trauma — broken
marriages, because they had found out what had happen etc. So that is what some of the
compensation takes care of.

Rep. Sutton: I noticed all the charts spoke about epilepsy, mental disease, and
feeblemindedness. Do we have any evidence that people were sterilized for other total
reasons?



Ms. Pullen-Smith:  Yes, let me define feeblemindedness. It is pretty broad. (See
Attachment 2). But yes, a number of people were sterilized because of having TB, being
accused of drunkenness, promiscuity, laziness, and poverty and because of being raped or
suicidal, etc.

Co-Chair Sutton: The only contact I had with this was a lady in my neighborhood was in
her early 30’s. She lived with her mother. She would have sex with anyone. She went
away for awhile, and I heard they had her sterilized, because could never leave her by
herself.

Rep. Womble: There are all kinds of reasons why young boys and girls were sterilized.
One reason is if they had multiple kids. Ms. Riddick had a son, and after him she was
stérilized to prevent her from having any more. Economics was another reason. Most
people were on welfare and the county decided it was costing them too much to take care
of them; it kept the expenses down for the county. There were some that were raped --
some on the plantation system and had access to a young girl. There is documentation
that a welfare worker went to a house, saw a young girl holding a child, reported her and
took her and had her sterilized. It was discovered that it wasn’t her child.

Rep. Spaulding-Hughes: Is there a direct line item or compensation in the
recommendation?

Co-Chair Womble: There has been many things mentioned as to amounts of money, and
since this has never been done in this country, it is hard to reference an amount of money.
The insurance department, Jim Long has suggested what so we make on the average per
year, multiply that by the many of years they’ve been sterilized that would give you some
indication. Someone else said if they were working, because some of them have not
worked, what would their potential be? Look at what was done to Darryl Hunt. They
took him as a teen, and they let him out when he was in his 30’s, and they calculated his
compensation on the amount of those years and North Carolina compensated him in that
way. There is no model to go by.

Rep. Spaulding-Hughes: In 1988, President Reagan allocated the Japanese Americans
$20,000, and there were 60,000 who received compensation. We can come up with a
figure. It needs to be in writing that we give direct compensation, and it should be a part
of the recommendation.

Co-Chair Womble: We have been working on this since 2002-2003. Dr. Johanna Scheon
discovered the records in the archives in the basement while working on her dissertation.
We have hospital records, doctors’ names, victims’ names, addresses, ages, schools
attended. One hospital apologized and doctors have admitted doing the procedure. This
is what Ms. Pullen-Smith is doing. This is how 56 have come forward. The only ones
who have access to the records are Ms. Pullen-Smith’s departments and the victims.



The chair thanked all guests, visitors, and members for their participation and announced
the adjournment of the meeting. :

Respggtfully Submitted:

Kol W Goar
Dorothy McLEan, Committee Assistant

Aaron

Khron Hardy, Committee Assistant
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- Attachment 5

2003 North Carolina Eugenics Study Committee Report
- Presented to: '
House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program '

October 9, 2008
Legislative Bldg Room 1124/1224
Barbara Pullen-Smith, Director
Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities, DHHS

To co-Chairs Reps Womble & Sutton and members of the Committee, good
afternoon. Thank you for this opportunity.

In Dec 2002, Governor Easley apologized to the victims of North Carolina’s
Eugenic Sterilization Program, after which he appointed a Study Committee.
The Committee’s Co-Chairs were Rep Larry Womble and Former DHHS
Secretary Carmen Hooker Odom. '

The Committee was made up of representatives from the Department of
Cultural Resources, a Duke University Ethicist, and several staff from the
Department of Health and Human Services (including General Counsel,
Council on Developmental Disabilities, Division of Mental
Health/Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services and Office
of Minority Health and Health Disparities)

The Eugenics Study Committee was charged with three main tasks:

o To Study the history of the program in NC,

o To Ensure that the program was never repeated, and

o Make recommendations on how to assist survivors of the Eugenics
sterilization program.

To guide our work, the Committee was presented information on Dr Johanna
Schoen’s research on Eugenic Sterilizations in NC. Dr. Schoen, received
her PhD from UNC- Chapel Hill. (Currently she is an Associate Professor,
Dept of History & Dept of Women’s Studies, University of lowa). In
addition, we reviewed minutes from the Eugenics Board meetings, read
newspaper/magazine articles and heard testimonies from the experts, two
victims of the Eugenics program.



The Committee met over the course of a few months and submitted its report
to Governor Easley in June 2003. The Committee’s report includes two sets
of recommendations:

The first set of recommendations focuses on support for the Eugenics
Survivors.

The second set of recommendations focuses on system changes.

There are 5 key recommendations to support Eugenics Survivors:

1. Create a nonprofit foundation to assist with finding, verifying and
supporting survivors of the eugenics sterilization program.

2. Conduct an outreach campaign to assist with finding survivors. The
recommendation outlines the key elements of the campaign including
its approach ( news releases, public service announcements,

- billboards, etc) .
and potential partners to assist with this effort (including churches, .
civic organizations, NAACP, urban league, disability groups,
state/local agencies, health professionals)

3. Establish a process to validate claims of sterilization. The
recommendation called for the DHHS to set up an expert panel to
review each case. The 3 to 5 member panel should include
representatives from the legal system, medical providers and an
ethicist. Once claims of sterilization are verified, survivors would be
eligible to receive available benefits.

4. The health care recommendation called for the DHHS to do two
things. 1) create a special fund to provide health care for certified
survivors with funds provided through a special appropriation. 2)
Explore the use of Medicaid and/or the state health plan to provide
benefits, as well as building in medical care for survivors in the event
of any Blue Cross/Blue Shield conversion.

5. The fifth recommendation for Eugenics survivors focuses on
education and called for the University of North Carolina and the
Community College System to consider creating a program that
allows survivors to receive free educational benefits. Also
consideration should be given to providing educational benefits to




caretakers of eugenic survivors as a way to improve the lives of their
extended families. '

The second set of recommendations from the Eugenics Committee identified
agency and system changes needed to ensure that this program is never
repeated in NC:

1. NC Department of Public Instruction should include information
about the eugenics program in its history curriculum.

2. Department of Cultural Resources should investigate the creation of a
“tangible” memorial or “historical marker” as a constant reminder of
the Eugenics program and the negative impact on our citizens.

3. The University and Community College systems should explore the
creation of endowed chairs or special scholarships to memorialize the
- program. '

4. The Department of Health and Human Services will create an ethics
program, which include information on the Eugenics Board and
require all DHHS professionals take the course.

5. A seminar should be organized to talk about the program, hear from
survivors and discuss its implications in today’s world. The seminar
should include presentations from experts, including Dr. Johanna
Schoen. |

These are the recommendations from the 2003 Eugenics Committee report.

I was also asked to update this Committee on any follow-up actions on
the part of the Department of Health and Human Services.

1. In 2003, the Departments established a mechanism to record contact
information for people who self identified as eugenic victims. The
database is maintained in the Dept’s Office of Citizen Services.



To date, approximately 56 individuals have been documented and are
~ pending verification of their claim.

2. The medical Records from the Eugenics program are housed in the
Department of Cultural Resources. DHHS has written approval to
access to the files as needed. At the appropriate time, the Dept of
Cultural Resources will train DHHS staff on how to access and handle
the medical records. '

3. The DHHS engaged Dr. Johanna Schoen to work with the SCHS to
estimate the number of eugenic victims who may be still living.
Approximately 7,600 were sterilized in NC. As of 2006, there was an
estimated 2,804 Eugenic victims still alive. This is a projection only,
based on statistical calculations using life tables.

4. In 2006 OMHHD was asked by DHHS to lead in the follow-up efforts
to increase awareness about the Eugenics Program. After consulting
with Dr. Schoen, the Department decided to develop a traveling
exhibit to reach a broad audience throughout the state. Dr. Schoen
and a Eugenic victim worked with us to capture the program’s history,
impact in the state, personal stories as told by the victims and '
responses from state officials including the Governor, Secretary of
DHHS, Rep. Larry Womble and others.

The exhibit’s target age group is from 12years (sixth graders) and up.

The plan is that the exhibit will travel to multiple venues, such as
universities, community colleges, museums, civic organizations and
cultural centers throughout the state. Also, the exhibit has served as an
outreach tool to identify other victims of eugenic sterilization. After each
presentation to the community, victims have come forth to add their
names to the database.

In addition to the exhibit, we developed a seminar on the Eugenics
program which includes history/background and testimonies of the
survivors. The seminar is presented in a panel discussion format and
includes an interactive question and answer period with the audience.




Also, a DVD is used as an educational tool. The DVD is of a TV interview
with survivors, Rep. Womble and Dr. Schoen.

To date, the exhibit and seminar have been hosted at 3 locations:

The first unveiling was on June 19, 2007 at the NC Museum of History,
Raleigh (Approximately 200 people in attendance)

The Exhibit was hosted by Winston Salem State University, for about 6
months (August 2007-Feb 2008). It has been at Bennett College in
Greensboro since Feb 6, 2008. In both instances, the Universities have used
the exhibit to inform students and the general population about the Eugenics
program on an ongoing basis. Multiple educatlonal and discussion sessions
have taken place.

As we look to the future, the Department of Cultural Resources has agreed
~ to include the Eugenic Exhibit in their inventory of other traveling exhibits.
The official transfer of the exhibit from the Dept of HHS to Cultural
Resources will occur in the near future.

‘Again, thank you for this opportunity.



Eugenics Swwivers Contact Information

The following S Survivors have been confirmed for the October 23, 2008 Meeting at

1:00pm:
1. Mary English — (AA/F)
729 Hillsboro Street

Fayetteville, NC 28301
(home) 910-717-8346

2. Willis Cleveland Lynch — (WM)

174 John Skinner Rd
Littleton, NC 27850
(home) 252-578-2463

3. Elaine Riddick - (AA/F)

1175 Old Harris Rd
Apt 1018

Dallas, GA 30157
(cell) 770-605-7943
(home) 678-402-5931

4. Earnestine Lambert — (W/F)

6108 Mullens Drive
Raleigh, NC 27607
(home) 919-851-5558

3. Nial Ramirez — (AA/F)
(travels only w/daughter)

102 Iverness Trace
Riverdale, GA 30274
678-557-5427

Tony Riddick (son)
(cell) 919-225-5901
Winfall, NC

Debra Chesson (daughter)

AA — African American
W — White

F - Female

M - Male

Updated 10/17/08 LH
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EUGENICS IS TheE
SELP DIRECTION

L LIKE A TREE
6UCENICS DRAWS ITS MATERIALS FROM MANY SOURCES AND ORGANIZES
ThGM INTO AP hARMONIOUS ENTITY.

American Philosophical Society. Noncommercial, educational use only.

EUGENICS
PROGRAM




EUGENICS

eu-gen-ics ,
Pronunciation: (y6o-jén’iks) - a science that deals with the improvement
by control of human mating) of hereditary qualities of a race or breed

1883: Francis Galton

In 1883 Francis Galton coined
the term eugenics, perceiving
it as a moral philosophy to
improve humanity. Galton’s
idea of eugenics is usually
termed positive eugenics,
encouraging public health,
family planning, more
thoughtful preparation for
marriage, and education.
The eugenics movement in
the United States, Germany,
and Scandinavia favored the
negative approach, advocating
immigration restriction and
eugenic sterilization. The ’
application of eugenics in th
MGIPA % HAIGH, . United States was not as noble
rianiy Colaos. Londen Noncommeml Sdmtionaluta onk as its inventor intended for
marriage and education.

American Philosophical Society. Noncommercial,
educational use only.

North Carolina’s Role = North Carolina’s sterilization
program was part of a nationwide effort to eliminate feeblemindedness

and the social problems that accompanied it. From the passage of the first
sterilization law in Indiana in 1907 until the mid-1970s, when the last states
ceased operating their sterilization programs, over 63,000 people nationwide
received eugenic sterilizations.

1907: Indiana 1927: A US Supreme Court Decision, Buck v. Bell,
passes the first confirmed that it was within the power of any 1929: North Carofina passes a

l sterilization law. state to

enact sterilization legislation. sterilization law.

1932: North Carolina redrafts its sterilization law, establishing a Eugenics Board composed of the Commissioner of
Public Welfare, the Secretary of the State Board of Health, the chief medical officers of the State Hospital in Raleigh
and of an institution of the feebleminded or insane, and the North Carolina Attorney General. It is the only state in
nation to give social workers the power to file sterilization petitions.
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The North Carolina Eugenics Study Overview -
North Carolina’s eugenics program began in 1929. The law endorsed
sterilization of people who had epilepsy, sickness, “feeblemindedness” and
other disabilities. Eugenics was a “hot” movement, especially prior to Wot.
War II, and other states had similar programs.

The Eugenics Board of North Carolina ran North Carolina’s program. It was
technically a part of the Department of Public Welfare (modern day Division of
Social Services). There were five board members — one each representing the
Attorney General, Dorothea Dix Hospital, the Department of Public Welfare,
the Department of Public Health, and the Department of Mental Health. Local
state institutions, public health nurses or social workers would petition the
board to sterilize a person, and the board would make the ultimate decision.

More than 7,600 people were sterilized under the program. Some people
requested sterilization, but many of them were forced to undergo the surgery.
In some cases, victims were children as young as 10 who had no knowledge or
understanding of the procedure. :

In the late 1940’s, Ellen Winston became Commissioner of the Public Welfare
and began to promote increased sterilization as one of several solutions to
poverty and illegitimacy. In the 1950s, the Eugenics Board began to focus
increasingly on the sterilization of welfare recipients which lead to a dramatic
rise of sterilizations for African Americans and women not in state institutions.

The law that allowed for involuntary sterilization was repealed by the NC
General Assembly during its 2003 session. Rep. Larry Womble (Forsyth
County), who served as co-chair of the DHHS Eugenics Study Committee, led
the legislative effort to repeal this law and to identify resources to compens
eugenics survivors.

An Apology from the Governor, on behalf

of the State of North Carolina- “To the victims and
families of this regrettable episode in North Carolina’s past, I extend my
sincere apologies and want to assure them that we will not forget what
they have endured.”

Governor Mike Easley - April 17, 2003

References -
Choice and Coercion; Birth Control, Sterilization, and Abortion in Public
Health and Welfare By Johanna Schoen

http://againsttheirwill.journalnow.com/
NC Department of Health & Human Services,

Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities
http://www.ncminorityhealth.org/omhhd/index.html

1,000 copies of this public document were printed at a cost of $936.76, or $.94 each. 10/08
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Fitter Families of Georgia - To differentiate the “fit”

from the “unfit”, eugenicists
traced traits through the
creation of so-called family
trees illustrating patterns of
inheritance. To encourage
popular understanding of
eugenics, eugenicists held
better family contests. At most
contests, competitors submitted
an “Abridged Record of
Family Traits”, and a team of
medical doctors performed
psychological and physical exams on family members. Each family was

given an overall letter grade of eugenic health. All contestants with a B+ or
better received bronze medals bearing the
inscription, “Yea, I have a goodly heritage”
and the family with the highest grade
average was awarded a silver trophy.

Bronze Medal -

Clarence J. Gamble,

heir of the soap firm Proctor and Gamble, was a
financial supporter of North Carolina’s eugenic
sterilization program and the Human Betterment
League of North Carolina. In 1945 it was Gamble’s
financial support through newspaper campaigns
that significantly contributed to the continuation

of eugenic sterilization in North Carolina while
most other states abandoned their program. The
Human Betterment League was co-founded in 1947
by Gamble and James G. Hanes, a Winston-Salem
industrialist, to promote the study and prevention of
mental handicaps. Gamble and Hanes provided for
a study of the intelligence of school children in rural Orange County and in the
Winston-Salem city schools. That study revealed what was perceived as a high
incidence of mental disabilities in these two North Carolina school systems.
http.//www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/h/Human_Betterment_League_of North_Carolina.hrml

1940s: criticism by geneticists, anthropologists,
physicians, and psychologists undermines the . y
scientific foundation of eugenics. Most states 1950s: North Carolina expands 1963: Winston leaves her position as

stop their eugenic sterilization programs. is sierilization program Commissioner of Public Welfare.

1944; Ellen Winston becomes Commissioner of Public’  "1945: Funded by Clarence Gamble, heir of the soap firm Procter
Welfare and begins to promote increased sterilization  and Gamble, North Carolina begins a publicity campaign advocating
as one of several solutions to poverty and illegitimacy.  for the continuation of eugenic sterilization.



“Feeblemindedness”- lacking the normal mental powers;
mentally retarded; an idiot, imbecile, or moron; stupid; unintelligent; lacking
firmness of mind; or indecisive.

Stated Reasons for North Carolina’s Sterilizations [1929-1968]

Epilepsy - 5%

Feeblemindedness - 71%

Mental lliness - 24%

Number of Persons Sterilized by North Carolina
between 1937 and 1966

Men where race was
not specified - 27 American Indian Men - 1

American Indian Women - 40

Women where race White Women - 2,851

was not specified - 176

African American Men - 235

White Men - 675

African American Women - 2,098

List of North Carolina’s Eugenics Facts -

. 1929-1974: 7,600 people sterilized in North Carolina
. 87% females; 13% males

. 71.4% sterilized due to “feeble-mindedness”

. 23.6% sterilized due to mental illness

. 5% sterilized due to epilepsy

1974: .Norlth Carolina Eugenics 2003: North Carofina Eugenics
Board is dissolved laws removed from books

1972: Eugenics Board 2007: General Assembly commissions the House Select Committee to study
adopts new guidelines the Compensation for victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program




“Feebleminded Women” -

Feebleminded women who might pass

as “normal” were deemed particularly
dangerous to the gene pool. “Attractive
morons abound in the community,” one
publication read, illustrating the danger
with a photograph of this woman who was
an inmate of a state training school. It was
further stated, “Girls like this one, who
come from defective stock yet who were
trained sufficiently to pass for normal by
those with superficial judgment were the
greatest menace to the race when returned
to the community without the protection of
sterilization.”

Racial Shift - while the civil-rights movement gathered
momentum in the 1950s and ‘60s, the NC sterilization program
increasingly targeted blacks. :

S U SO SN [SUUVURUSVE SN WU

. Whites

NUMBER OF STERILIZATIONS

[ ROV S T O
1948 50 1950-52 195254 95296 1856 53 1958 60 1952 64 1964 56 196568
*946-48 was the first two-year reporting period m which racial data was compiled as a separate. non-cumulative category.
Source: Eugenics Board of North Carolina

*Racial Shift in NC Sterilizations - Most clients

of eugenic sterilization
programs were poor
and made their living
by farming, selling
tobacco and other crops,
therefore, they needed
large families.

In the 1950°s, the
Eugenics Board began

to focus increasingly

on the sterilization

of welfare recipients
which lead to a dramatic
rise of sterilizations of
African Americans and
women not living in state
institutions.*
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DUYS EmploveeUPDATE July 2007

A new exhibit detailing North
Carolina’s eugenics program is on
display at the North Carolina Museum
of History through August 3. The
interactive display, which includes
the voices of program survivors, is
sponsored by the Office of Minority
Health and Health Disparities.

“We are here tonight to make sure that
we and our children —and our children’s
children’s children — learn the lesson so
this dark episode in North Carolina’s
not-too-distant past is never again
contemplated, let alone repeated,”
DHHS Secretary Carmen Hooker
Odom said at the display opening.

North Carolina’s eugenics program
began in 1929. The law endorsed
‘ri[ization of people who had
ilepsy, sickness, “feeblemindedness™

and other disabilities. It claimed to
better society by preventing selected
people from having children. But it
was used against a wide variety of

people — including girls whose only
fault was having premarital sex.

Visitors hear survivors’ stories in their own
words and voices.

Bugenics exhibil epens
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The display includes the history of the program and emphasizes

its lifelong effects on real people.

North Carolina’s program continued
until 1974. According to research-
er Dr. Johanna Schoen, in its latter
years, as eugenics theory was largely
discredited, involuntary steriliza-
tion was justified by using economic
discrimination. People on public assis-
tance were targeted as a way of limiting
those expenditures. Nial Cox Ramirez,
who is featured in the exhibit, was
told that if she refused sterilization her
family’s benefits would be halted.

The Eugenics Board of North
Carolina ran North Carolina’s programy.
It was technically a part of the Depart-
ment of Public Welfare (modern-day
Division of Social Services). It had five

members — one each representing
the Attorney General, Dorothea Dix
Hospital, Department of Public
Welfare, Department of Public Health
and Department of Mental Health.
Local social workers would petition
the board to sterilize a person, and
the board would make the ultimate
decision.

More than 7,600 people were
sterilized under the program. Some
people requested sterilization, but
many of them were forced against
their will. In some cases, victims were
children as young as 14 who had no
knowledge or understanding of the
procedure. O
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The first biennial report of the Eugenics Board of North Carolina was lssued for 1934-36; the last was issued for
1966-68 even though the board continued operating untl 1974,
Source Eugenics Board of North Cargling

¢ 3 1

Reasons for sterilizations
1929-1968
Mental disease Epilepsy
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23.6%

Feeble-minded
71.4%




A state apart
Sterilizations done after 1945
“13.5%

California Virginia North Carolina
The number of eugenic | 14y sterilization states

sterilizations performed in the State ‘Number
United States may never be California 20,100
known. Record keeping varied | Virginia : 8,000
from state to state and was North Carolina 7,600
often incomplete or ' Michigan 3.800
inadequate. Most researchers | Georgia -~ 3.300 .

estimate about 65,000 people -
were sterilized. Most states sharply curtailed their sterilization
programs after World War Il and the atrocities of the Nazis became
known. North Carclinag didn', [t went in the other direction, and
nearly four-fifths of its procedures were done after 1945,

Source: Eugenics Board of North Caroling; Human Batterment Foundation
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2003 North Carolina Eugenics Study Committee Report
- Presented to:
House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program
October 9, 2008
Legislative Bldg Room 1124/1224
Barbara Pullen-Smith, Director
Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities, DHHS

To co-Chairs Reps Womble &A Sutton and members of the Committee, good
afternoon. Thank you for this opportunity.

In Dec 2002, Governor Easley apologized to the victims of North Carolina’s
Eugenic Sterilization Program, after which he appointed a Study Committee.
The Committee’s Co-Chairs were Rep Larry Womble and Former DHHS
Secretary Carmen Hooker Odom.

The Committee was made up of representatives from the Department of
Cultural Resources, a Duke University Ethicist, and several staff from the
Department of Health and Human Services (including General Counsel,
Council on Developmental Disabilities, Division of Mental
Health/Developmental Disabilities and Substance Abuse Services and Ofﬁce
of Minority Health and Health Disparities)

The Eugenics Study Committee was charged with three main tasks:

e To Study the history of the program in NC,

e To Ensure that the program was never repeated and

e Make recommendations on how to assist survivors of the Eugenics
sterilization program.

To guide our work, the Committee was presented information on Dr Johanna
Schoen’s research on Eugenic Sterilizations in NC. Dr. Schoen, received
her PhD from UNC- Chapel Hill. (Currently she is an Associate Professor,
Dept of History & Dept of Women’s Studies, University of lowa). In
addition, we reviewed minutes from the Eugenics Board meetings, read
newspaper/magazine articles and heard testimonies from the experts, two
victims of the Eugenics program.



The Committee met over the course of a few months and submitted its report
to Governor Easley in June 2003. The Committee’s report includes two sets
of recommendations:

The first set of recommendations focuses on support for the Eugenics
survivors.

The second set of recommendations focuses on system changes.

There are 5 key recommendations to support Eugenics Survivors:

1.

2.

Create a nonprofit foundation to assist with finding, verifying and
supporting survivors of the eugenics sterilization program.

Conduct an outreach campaign to assist with finding survivors. The
recommendation outlines the key elements of the campaign including
its approach ( news releases, public service announcements,
billboards, etc)

and potential partners to assist with this effort (including churches,
civic organizations, NAACP, urban league, disability groups,
state/local agencies, health professionals)

. Establish a process to validate claims of sterilization. The

recommendation called for the DHHS to set up an expert panel to
review each case. The 3 to 5 member panel should include
representatives from the legal system, medical providers and an
ethicist. Once claims of sterilization are verified, survivors would be
eligible to receive available benefits.

The health care recommendation called for the DHHS to do two
things. 1) create a special fund to provide health care for certified
survivors with funds provided through a special appropriation. 2)
Explore the use of Medicaid and/or the state health plan to provide
benefits, as well as building in medical care for survivors in the event
of any Blue Cross/Blue Shield conversion.

The fifth recommendation for Eugenics survivors focuses on
education and called for the University of North Carolina and the
Community College System to consider creating a program that
allows survivors to receive free educational benefits. Also
consideration should be given to providing educational benefits to



caretakers of eugenic survivors as a way to improve the lives of their
extended families.

The second set of recommendations from the Eugenics Committee identified
agency and system changes needed to ensure that this program is never
repeated in NC:

1. NC Department of Public Instruction should include information

about the eugenics program in its history curriculum.

. Department of Cultural Resources should investigate the creation of a

“tangible” memorial or “historical marker” as a constant reminder of
the Eugenics program and the negative impact on our citizens.

The University and Community College systems should explore the
creation of endowed chairs or special scholarships to memorialize the
program.

.- The Department of Health and Human Services will create an ethics

program, which include information on the Eugenics Board and
require all DHHS professionals take the course.

. A seminar should be organized to talk about the program, hear from

survivors and discuss its implications in today’s world. The seminar
should include presentations from experts, including Dr. Johanna
Schoen.

These are the recommendations from the 2003 Eugenics Committee report.

I was also asked to update this Committee on any follow-up actions on
the part of the Department of Health and Human Services.

1. In 2003, the Departments established a mechanism to record contact

information for people who self identified as eugenic victims. The
database is maintained in the Dept’s Office of Citizen Services.



To date, approximately 56 individuals have been documented and are
pending verification of their claim.

2. The medical Records from the Eugenics program are housed in the
Department of Cultural Resources. DHHS has written approval to
. access to the files as needed. At the appropriate time, the Dept of
Cultural Resources will train DHHS staff on how to access and handle
the medical records. '

3. The DHHS engaged Dr. Johanna Schoen to work with the SCHS to
estimate the number of eugenic victims who may be still living.
- Approximately 7,600 were sterilized in NC. As of 2006, there was an
estimated 2,804 Eugenic victims still alive. This is a projection only,
based on statistical calculations using life tables.

4. In 2006 OMHHD was asked by DHHS to lead in the follow-up efforts
to increase awareness about the Eugenics Program. After consulting
with Dr. Schoen, the Department decided to develop a traveling
exhibit to reach a broad audience throughout the state. Dr. Schoen
and a Eugenic victim worked with us to capture the program’s history,
impact in the state, personal stories as told by the victims and '

responses from state officials including the Governor, Secretary of
DHHS, Rep. Larry Womble and others.

The exhibit’s target age group is from 12years (sixth graders) and up.
The plan is that the exhibit will travel to multiple venues, such as
universities, community colleges, museums, civic organizations and
cultural ¢enters throughout the state. Also, the exhibit has served as an
outreach tool to identify other victims of eugenic sterilization. After each
presentation to the community, victims have come forth to add their
names to the database.

In addition to the exhibit, we developed a seminar on the Eugenics
program which includes history/background and testimonies of the
survivors. The seminar is presented in a panel discussion format and
includes an interactive question and answer period with the audience.



Also, a DVD is used as an educational tool. The DVD is of a TV interview
with survivors, Rep. Womble and Dr. Schoen.

To date, the exhibit and seminar have been hosted at 3 locations:

The first unveiling was on June 19, 2007 at the NC Museum of History,
Raleigh (Approximately 200 people in attendance)

The Exhibit was hosted by Winston Salem State University, for about 6
months (August 2007-Feb 2008). It has been at Bennett College in
Greensboro since Feb 6, 2008. In both instances, the Universities have used
the exhibit to inform students and the general population about the Eugenics
program on an ongoing basis. Multiple educational and discussion sessions
have taken place. o :

As we look to the future, the Department of Cultural Resources has agreed
to include the Eugenic Exhibit in their inventory of other traveling exhibits.
The official transfer of the exhibit from the Dept of HHS to Cultural
Resources will occur in the near future.

Again, thank you for this opportunity.
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‘ . ' ‘ North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services
- © 2001 Mail Service Center * Releigh, Narth Caroling 27699-2001
Tel 919-733-4534 ¢ Fax 91 9-715-4645_

Michael F, Hesley, Governot Carmen Hooker Odam, Secretary

 June 25, 2003

The Honorable Michae] Easley
Office of the Govemor

20301 Mail Service Center L
Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-0301

Dear Governor Easley,

Last December, you asked me to form a committee to lnak at North Carolina's
eugenics program. You charged that committes with exploring the history of the
program, ensuring that it was never repeated, and making recommendatious vn how.to
assist program survivors. Our committee has now finished its work, and we have. /
comploted a set of recommendations for your consideration. The attached report details

those recommendations. :

. In short, we believe that survivors should be guaranteed health carc and _
educational benefits, We aléo believe that North Carolinians must never be allowed to
forget about this program and its ¢{Ict on the lives of so many innocent citizen/s-f

Serving on this committee was one of the most réwarding and emotiofal
experiences that I have had during my decades of public service. I was not prepared for’
‘the profound impact of the testimony of survivors whose lives have been irreparably
harmed by North Carolina’s eugenics program, Our hope is thut this TEport conveys -
some of that experience, ' : : '

You have shown great leadership in apologizing to the survivors and asking us to
make recommendations to you on further benefits for the survivors. On behalf of the
committee, I thank you for this opportunity 1o help right a terrible wrong,

Sincerely, :

Carmen Hooker Odom

Location: 101 Blair Drive » Adams Duilding + Dorothes Dix Hospital Campus « Raleigh, N.C. 27603
An Et‘(uul Oppr‘»:‘u,x,nii)' ; Affitmatve Aenen }E",m:':.l(\ym
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EUGENICS STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT

BACKGROUND

In December 2002, Gov. Mike Easley issued a public apology regarding North Carolina’s eugenics
program. Although many states had eugenics programs, Gov. Easley is the first state executive to look
beyond apologies to addressing the need to provide benefits for survivors of cugenics.

Gov. Easley directed North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Carmen
Hooker Odom to create a task force to look into North Carolina’s cugenics program. The group was
charged with exploring the history of the program, ensuring that it was never repeated, and making
recommendations on how (o assist the survivors of the state’s imvoluntary sterilization program that was
in place from 1929-1974. :

The committee (see Appendix A for membership list) met during the winter and spring of 2003. As part
of its deliberations, the committee heard from two survivors of the program - Elaine Riddick Jessie and
Nial Cox Ramirez. Hearing their stories put a human face on a horrible episode in this state’s history. All
of the committee members want to express their sincere thanks (o these two brave women for stepping
into the public spotlight and telling their very difficult stories. '

The Committee also wants to recognize Dr. Johanna Schoen, whose research on the North Carolina
eugenics program was vital. Without her academic work, it is uncertain that the public would have ever
found out about the program and its survivors. This report Summarizes the Committee's
recommendations to Gov. Easley.

INTRODUCTION

North Carolina’s eugenics program began in 1929. The law endorsed sterilization of people who had
epilepsy, sickness, “feeblemindedness” and other disabilities. Eugenics was a “hot” movement,
especially prior to World War 11, and many states had similar programs. It claimed to better society by
preventing selected people from having children. But, it was used against a wide variety of people-
including girls whose only “fault” was having premarital sex.

Hitler was a proponent of eugenics, and the horror of what he had attempted to accomplish led many
states to slow their eugenics programs after World War II. However, North Carolina’s program continued
until 1974. In its latter years, as eugenics theory was largely discredited, involuntary sterilization was
Justified by using economic discrimination. People on public assistance were targeted as a way of
limiting those expenditures. Nial Cox Ramirez, for instance, was told that if she refused sterilization her
family’s benefits would be halted.

The Eugenics Board of North Carolina ran North Carolina’s program. It was technically a part of the
Department of Public Welfare (modern day Division of Social Services). It had five members — one
each representing the Attorney General, Dorothea Dix Hospital, Department of Public Welfare,
Department of Public Health and Department of Mental Health. Local social workers would petition the
board to sterilize a person, and the board would make the ultimate decision.



More than 7,600 people were sterilized under the program. Some people requested sterilization, but
many of them were forced against their will. In some cases, viclims were children as young as 14 who
had no knowledge or understanding of the procedure.

The law that allowed for involuntary sterilization was repealed during the 2003 General Assembly. Rep.

Larry Womble (Forsyth), who serves as a member of the Eugenics Study Committece, led the legislative
effort to repeal this law and to look at other legislative approaches to the issue.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Eugenics Study Committee recommends that survivors of North Carolina’s forced sterilization
program should receive medical benefits, counseling and educational opportunities. The committee
recommends the creation of a nonprofit foundation to serve as a support mechanism for survivors, and
the committee also recommends the establishment of a memorial to serve as reminder of this part of our
history. Although the committee strongly believes that survivors also deserve some form of financial
compensation for what we believe is a violation of human rights, we believe the creation of a legislative
study commission is the most appropriate way to study this issue. Rep. Womble has introduced House
Bill 1236 to create such a study commission. That study commission would report back to the General
Assembly during its 2004 session, with any funding for the program to begin in Fiscal Year 2004-05.

| 1. Nonprofit foundation/support group

Nial Cox Ramirez’ daughter, Deborah Chesson, has suggested that a nonprofit foundation be created to
help find and support survivors. The committee strongly endorses her suggestion. The committee
believes the foundation should be created immediately, because its presence is integral to finding and
supporting survivors. It is clear that the survivors of this program can benefit from meeting with other
survivors. This group can also play a role in helping survivors through the process of proving that they
were sterilized under this program. : '

2. Finding the survivors

Although many records of survivors exist in the archives of the State Archives of North Carolina, those
records are considered confidential medical records. They can only be accessed by an individual
desiring to see his or her personal record. Finding survivors and convincing them to request their
medical records so that they can be identified as victims of forced sterilization is a crucial part of the
committee’s recommendations.

It is also clear that in addition to the support group, the survivors will need help in negotiating the
process of securing their records. It is recommended that some entity, possibly Duke University’s Kenan
Center for Ethics, assist survivors in this regard.



The committee recommends that the Department of Health and Human Services conduct an outreach
campaign to identify survivors. The outreach campaign will include the following elements:

A Issuance of news releases and other information to generate media interest, both in state and across
the country. :

A Use of public service announcements on sclect radio stations across North Carolina, particularly in
rural areas.

A Work with churches, community groups and civic organizations to publicize the need to identify
survivors.

Exploring the use of billboards, bus advertisements and other high-profile forms of advertisement.
Work with groups like the NAACP and the Urban League to reach survivors,

Work with disabilities groups to reach survivors.

> > > >

Work with other state and local government agencies to reach survivors (Division of Motor Vehicles,
Department of Public Instruction, County Departments of Social Services, County Health
Departments, local libraries, area agencies on aging, and mental health agencies).

A Work with professionals and their professional organizations to reach survivors (for instance doctors,
nurses and mental health professionals). )

The initial outreach program will focus on interest generated by media coverage and is designed to run
through the end of 2003. The program will be evaluated at the end of 2003. Additional outreach may

take place after 2003, depending on the outcome of initial work.

3. Determining Vvalidity of Claims

It is imperative that claims of sterilization be validated. The Department of Health and Human Services
will set up an expert panel consisting of three to five members to review presentations from survivors to
ensure that they, indeed, were sterilized as part of the involuntary program. This panel will include high-
profile individuals representing the following areas of concern: legal (judge/lawyer), medical (doctor/
psychologist/nurse), and an ethicist.

The panel will begin considering cases in the fall of 2003 and will meet as necessary. It is recognized
that some people may have been victims of the program, but their records are not part of the State
Archives. The panel will also accept other evidence of forced sterilization including, but not limited to,

medical testimony and records from state institutions.

Every effort will be made to make this a process that does not victimize the survivors again.
Confidentiality will be assured to any survivor who steps forward, but survivors who want to tell their
stories in public will be given the opportunity to do so, to help the healing process as evidenced by the
Truth and Reconciliation program in South Africa.

Once a determination of forced sterilization is made, then the survivor will be eligible to receive the full
range of benefits offered by the state. ’



4. Health Care
Survivors of a forced sterilization program could have significant medical needs, both physical and |
mental. It 1s recommended DHHS:
Create a special fund to provide health care for certified survivors.
Ask for a special appropriation in 2004 to fund this program.

Explore the use of Medicaid and/or the State Health Plan to provide benefits, as well as building in
medical care for survivors in the event of any Blue Cross/Blue Shicld conversion,

5. Education Benefits
The University of North Carolina System and the Community College System should consider i:realing a
program that allows survivors to receive free educational benefits. At a minimum, these benefits will be

available to survivors, but the university and community colleges systems should also explore providing
benefits to caretakers of survivors so as to improve those extended families lives.

CONCLUSION

North Carolina’s eugenics program is a regrettable period in our state’s history. No one, regardless of
circumstance, whether it be poverty or severe disability, should ever be forced to undergo a violation of
their human rights such as involuntary sterilization. We must take steps to guarantee that history is not

repeated.

Someone once said, “history repeats itself because no one listens.” We must listen to the lessons learned
as we reflected on North Carolina’s eugenics program. '
- Recommendations:

A North Carolina’s Department of Public Instruction should include information about the eugenics
program in its curriculum on North Carolina history.

A The Department of Cultural Resources should investigate the creation of a memorial to ensure that
_ no one forgets what the State of North Carolina once perpetrated against its own citizens. This
memorial needs to be tangible — something that provides constant witness to this program long after

SUrvivors are gone.

A The North Carolina University and Community College systems should explore the creation of
endowed chairs or special scholarships that will memorialize the program.

A The Department of Health and Human Services will create an ethics program, which includes
information on the Eugenics Board. DHHS professionals will-be required to take this course.

A A seminar will be organized to talk about the program, hear from survivors and discuss its
implications in today’s world. The seminar should include presentations from experts, including

Dr. Johanna Schoen.
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TABLE 11
Cases Handled by Biennial Periods

July 1933 - June 1968

Biennial Report of The Eugenics Board of North Carolina
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Petitions Operations Operations
Biennial Period Presented Authorized Performed
_ CTotal .. 8289 7946 70921
July 1933-June 1934 .............. 39 39 31
July 1934-June 1936 .............. 309 301 252
July 1936-June 1938 .............. 356 350 296
July 1938-June 1940 .............. 352 345 305
July 1940-June 1942 .............. 390 385 339
July 1942-June 1944 .. ............ 328 309 269
July 1944-June 1946 .............. 282 276 238
July 1946-June 1948 .............. 337 330 291
July 1948-June 1950 .............. 562 543 468
July 1950-June 1952 .............. 743 796 704
July 1952-June 1954 .............. 673 650 626
July 1954.June 1956 .............. 657 634 556
July 1956-June 1958 .............. 674 458 562
July 1958-June 1960 .............. 576 564 535
July 1960-June 1962 .............. - 558 531 467
July 1962-June 1964 .............. 591 545 507
July 1964-June 1966 .............. 461 368 356
July 1966-June 1968 .............. . 401 322 290

1 Forty-nine additional operations were performed prior to July 1933 under previous

legislation, making a totol of 7,141 operations performed.
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TABLE 12
Operations Performed Annually, by Sex and Type of Operation
July 1929 - June 1968

MALE FEMALE
Year TOTAL | Total | Vasec- {Castra- | Total |Salpin- | Ovari-
tomy tion gectomy | ectomy
Total ....cocceeenn. 71411 | 1084 1019 65 6057 6000 57
1929 vttt 3 2 1 1 1 .. 1
1930 ..iiveeiinennns 17 2 2 15 10 5
| 5 1 11 .. .. M 10 |
1932 ...l 18 9 .. 9 9 7| 2
1933 ..t iiiee e 4 1 1 .. 3 3 ..
1934 ... . i iiiiannnn 61 15 7 8 46 45 1
1935 . iiiiiienannnnn 178 24 17 7 154 152 . 2
1936 .. .iiiiinennans 98 12 11 - 86 86 .o
1937 o iii i 128 21 18 3 107 105 2
1938 ..o it iiiie 202 56 53 3 146 144 2 -
1939 ettt 138 36 34 2 102 102
1940 ... iviivinnnn 159 47 45 2 112 112
1941 .. ... i, 181 49 45 4 132 132
1942 .. ..., 148 36 32 4 112 112
1943 ... it 152 "33 29 4 119 119
1944 ... . .00 107 20 18 2 87 87 ..
1945 ... .ieiiinnn 117 18 15 3 99 98 1
1946 ... ..iiveiannn 106 16 16 - 90 20 ve
1947 @ eir i 140 26 21 5 114 114
1948 ... ......ccven. 189 34 34 155 |- 155
1949 ... .. iiiiiinan.n 249 31 31 218 218
1950 ..ocvienennn 300 60 60 .. 240 240
1951 ... i 372 106 104 2 266 266
1952 .. ity 348 82 82 266 266
1983 ... e 283 40 40 243 243
1954 .........cc.ic.. 298 45 45 253 1 253
1955 .. veeiiineene, 292 75 74 1 217 217 ..
1956 i, 217 43 42 1 174 172 2
1957 i iii it 305 52 52 .o 253 .| 250 3
1958 ... 318 29 28 1 289 285 4
1959 ..t iiiiiennnans 260 22 22 238 234 4
1960 ... 234 9 9 225 221 4
1961 .. iiveiienennnnn 248 8 8 240 233 7
1962 ......ciiennnn. 230 8 8 222 217 5
1963 . iivriiniennnn, 240 7 7 233 226 7
1964 .. ..coviniiin.. - 256 2 2 254 252 2
1965 ..., 167 3 3 164 164
1966 ..o, 133 3 3 130 130
1967 ... ... 135 1 1 134 133 1
1968 to June 30 ...... 99 . 1 1 98 97 1

1 Ninety-one of these operations originated in county institutions prior to 1953,
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TABLE 13
State Institutional Operations Performed Annually,

by Sex and Type of Operation

July 1929 - June 1968

27

. MALE FEMALE
Year TOTAL | Total |Vasec- |Castra- | Total |Salpin- | Ovari-
tomy tion gectomy | ectomy

Total .............. 2932 (784 739 45 2148 2138 10
1929 i .. . .. .. .o ..
1930 ......viiinnn.. 9 | 1 1 8 4 4
1931 ieiiiiiiae, 3 | .. - 3 3 | ..
1932 . eiviininnnnnn, 15 (| 9 ‘e 9 (] 5 1
L2 I 2 | 1 1 . 1 1 ..
1934 ...l 45 || 13 5 8 32 31 1
1935 i, 82 || 15 9 6 67 67
1936 ...vviivinnnnn.. 56 || 10 10 .. 46 46 !
1937 i ‘82 |} 16 15 1 66 66 ..
1938 ..viiiiiiia.. 152 || 50 48 2 102 101 1
1939 .. iiiininnnnnn. 70 29 28 1 41 41
1940 .. .iiviviinnnnnn 94 | 36 36 . 58 58
1941 ... .. ... ..., 103 - || 38 37 1 65 65
1942 ... ... iiuenn, 98 || 33 29 4 65 65 .
1943 ..o, 107 || 32 28 4 75 75
1944 . ............... 63 I 15 13 2 48 48 | ..
1945 ... viiiiin..., 74 || 14 1 3 60 59 1
1946 ... ...vvvenenn 47 | 1 H - 36 36
1947 ...l . 65 if 15 13 2 50 50
1948 .. ... it 92 | 23 23 69 69
1949 ..viviieiiiina, 109 || 21 21 88 88
1950 ...ovivivinnnnn. 187 | 51 51 .. 136 136 .
1951 ....iiiiniit, 255 || 92 91 i 163 163 |
1952 ... e, 213 | 62 62 151 151 |
1953 ..ot 115 | 24 24 91 21
1954 ... ool 128 | 23 23 105 105
1955 ... . it 127 52 52 ‘75 . 75 |
1956 .o vviivniiin.n, 70 ' 31 31 39 39
1957 ..iiiiii, 81 32 32 49 49
1958 ... iiiiiininen 75 13 13 62 62
1959 ...t 45 5 5 40 - 40
1960 ......ovviivunnn 49 3 3 46 | 46
1961 .. vvnvinininn, 34 - 2 2 32 32
1962 (it 37 4 4 33 33 .
1963 ..iivivivininnnn 36 ] 1 35 35 ..
1964 ... .iviivennn. 49 ¢ 1 1 48 46 2
1965 ....oiiiviinnns 26 2 2 24 24
1966 .....vivvennnnn 13 3 3 10 10
1967 i iiiiiianes 12 1 1 11 11
1968 to June 30 ...... 12 12 12
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. TABLE 14 :
Non-Institutional Operations Performed Annually

by Sex and Type of Operation

July 1929 - June 1968

——

MALE FEMALE
Year TOTAL | Total | Vasec- [Castra- | Total | Salpin- | Ovari-
42091 | tomy tion gectomy | ectomy
Total ..eeveinnunnnn 4118 295 279 16 3823 3779 44
1929 ....... cereaneens 1 1 1 .o .o .
1930 . .iveiivnninn, 5 | 5 4 1
L2 1 4 ! 4 4 e
1932 tevieviiiiennn.. 3 ' 3 2 1
1933 ciiiiiiiinnnn. 20 .. 2 21 ..
1934 ... .. it 15 2 2 | 13 13 ..
1935 (. iveiiiinernnn, 85 8 8 ! .. 77 75 2
1936 ..o iiiiienenn., 37 2 LR B | 35 35 .
1937 vriiiiiiieien 42 5 3 2 37 36 1
| o - 48 6 5 1 42 4] 1
1939 it 59 7 6 1 52 52 ..
1940 . .vviiriiinnnnnn 59 11 9 2 48 48 1
1941 .. ieiinnnnenn. 73 10 8 2 63 63 1
1942 ... .. i, 43 3 3 | 40 40
1943 ... it 41 1 1 40 40
1944 ... .c.civunn.. 39 5 5 34 " 34
1945 ... iininnnn.. 42 4 4 38 38
1946 ....ivivinenann 57 .. 5 5 . ‘52 52
1947 ... ieiinnnn 69 11 8 3 58 58
1948 ... .. iveriennn 96 11 11 85 85
1949 .. iieiiniinennnn 135 9 9 126 126
1950 ...t 111 9 9 .o 102 102
1951 i, 112 14 13 1 - 98 98
1952 ... i 134 20 20 114 114
1953 . it 168 16 16 152 s 152 '
1954 .. ... ...t 170 22 22 - e 148 148 ..
1955 ...l 165 23 - 22 1 142 142 ..
1956 ....ciivnvinenn. 147 12 11 1 135 133 2
1957 e iiinnnns 224 20 20 .. 204 | - 201 3
1958 ... it 243 16 15 1 227 223 4
1959 .. i iieninen 215 17 17 198 194 4
1960 ... iiiiinnnn. 185 6 6 | . 179 175 4
196) .veiiiiiininnn, 214 6 6 | 208 201 7
1962 ... ... 193 4 4 | 189 184 5
1963 ... 204 é 6 | 198 191 7
1964 . ... ..., 207 ] 1 o 206 206
1965 ... i, 141 1 1 . 140 140
1966 ..., 120 e 120 120
1967 .ot iiiinnnnnnn 123 .. e | 123 122 1
1968 to June 30 ...... 87 1 T 86 1

‘85

- 1 Ninety-one of these operations originated in county institutions prior to 1953.
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30 Biennial Report of The Eugenics Boord of North Carolina

TABLE 16
Operations Performed, by Type of Operation and Race
July 1929 - June 1968

Type of Operation . Total | White | Negro | Other
Total ........ S 7141 4314 | 2778 49
Vasectomy . ...vintiiniri e e 1019 748 269 2
CastratioN .. iviie it ittt it e 65 36 39 ..
Salpingectomy .. .. .t i it S 6000 3501 2453 46
Ovariectomy .........o0vviiiiinnnnnnn N 57 | 29 27 |+ 1
TABLE 17

Tybe of Operation Pérfor'med, by Age and Séx of Person
July 1929 - June 1968 ‘

MALE FEMALE
Age in Years TOTAL| Total | Vasec- |Castra- | Total | Salpin- | Ovari-
tomy tion | gectomy | ectomy
Total .....oo0un.n 7141 1084 1019 65 6057 6000 57 .
10-19 . .ivniienennnn. 2761 429 405 24 2332 | 2309 23
20-29 ... iieiaenen 2792 359 333 26 2433 2415 18
30-39 ... 1408 204 191 13 1204 1188 16
40-49 ... .. i, 166 78 77 1 88 88 .
50 and over .......... 12 12 12 e .. .o
Unknown ............. 2 2 1 1
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE
LEGISLATIVE BUILDING
RALEIGH NC 27601

October 20, 2008

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of
the Eugenics Sterilization Program

FROM: Rep. Larry Womble, Co-chair
Rep. Ron Sutton, Co-chair

SUBJECT: Meeting Notice

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program will meet on the following date:

DAY: Thursday
DATE: October 23, 2008
TIME: 1:00 pm

LOCATION: Room 1124, Legislative Building

If you have any questions concerning this meeting, please contact Dorothy McLean,
Committee Assistant, at (919) 733-5777 or email womblela@ncleg.net. If you cannot
attend, please contact Karon Hardy, Committee Clerk, at (919) 733-5878 or email
bryantla@ncleg.net.

Posted: October 20, 2008

cc: Committee Record X
Interested Parties X



® pge

IV.

[N EN @]

da House Select Committee on
Compensation for Victims
of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program

Thursday, October 23, 2008
1:00 p.m.
Legislative Building
Room 1124/1224

5o GGl o e o e o e R e e o

Welcome and Introductions
Representative Larry Womble, Cochair
Representative Ron Sutton, Cochair

Review and Approval of Minutes

Statements and Testimony of Survivors of the North Carolina
Eugenics Sterilization Program

Ms. Mary English, North Carolina
Ms. Elaine Riddick, Georgia
Mr. Willis Lynch, North Carolina

Committee Discussion

Adjourn



MINUTES

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE
EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM
October 23, 2008 '
Room, Legislative Office Building
Representative Ron Sutton, Presiding
Representative Larry Womble

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization -
Program met on Wednesday, October 23, 2008 in Room 1124 of the Legislative

Building.

Co-Chair Ron Sutton opened the meeting at 1:10. He welcomed the guests, the staff and
the Sergeant-at-Arms: Fred Hines, David Shearon, Charles Williams and Martha Gatson.
The Co-chair stated the purpose of the meeting which was to hear from some of the
survivors of the Eugenics Sterilization Program. Members that will not be with us today
are Rep. Ruth Samuelson, Rep. Martha Alexander, and Rep. Sandra Spaulding-Hughes.
(Attachment 1). The original Visitor Registration Sheet is attached to these minutes as
(Attachment 2).

Rep. Bonner Stiller asked if any of the victims were the same people that had spoken
before?
Rep. Womble - Yes.

Rep. Womble gave comments regarding the purpose of the meeting. He encouraged the
survivors to take their time and share. He thanked the media and all other guests for
coming. '

Co-Chair asked for approval of the minutes from October 9, 2008 meeting.

Rep. Earline Parmon moved that the minutes be approved. The minutes were approved.

Co-Chair Sutton called the first presenter — Ms. Mary English.

"Mary English
Mary English, a 58 year old Fayetteville, NC, resident is a Eugenics survivor. During the
Vietnam War she married a young man and had two sons and a daughter. She sought
healthcare at an upscale clinic where her sons were delivered. Due to health problems
one of the doctors suggested a program that could help her and assured her that she would
not have to worry about any kind of birth control, health problems, etc. She signed a
blank sheet of paper authorizing the procedure to be done. The doctor got her in the
program; the procedure was done and paid for. She went back to see the doctor 31/2
years later because she had gotten engaged and wanted to have the surgery reversed. She
was told that she was not having any more kids and that she was sterile. She argued that
that was not the surgery she signed up for. She was visited by two doctors and a sheriff
one day who told her that she did not want anything to happen to her kids and that she
was on welfare. From that point on she dismissed it. From time to time she sought
counsel 1o sue the clinic. But no one in Fayetteville would take the case. The surgery



curtailed her ability to have a continued relationship with anyone with the hopes of
remarriage and as also as result she no longer trusted physicians. She feels that all she
was left with was her nurturing hormones.

Co-Chair Sutton — What was your age at that time?

Ms. English — I was 22 and when I learned about it, I was 26.

Co-Chair Sutton - What did the doctor tell you that he was going to do? Did he explain

anything to you?

Ms. English — Nothing what so ever, he told me he had a surgery that would help me so

that I wouldn’t have to worry about birth control anymore. That was the extent of it. He

gave me a blank sheet of paper. My name wasn’t filled in, nothing was on the paper and

I signed at the bottom because I trusted him and his three partners. He was new to the

clinic. He got me and all my friends.

Co-Chair — Was the surgery right there in the clinic?

Ms. English — No, the surgery was performed at High Smith, where he is now on the

Board of Trustees.

Co-Chair Sutton - So it was not performed that day?

Ms. English — Later, yeah.

Co-Chair Sutton - You indicated that you were lead to believe that it would be reversible,

is that by the doctor who took you down to the other one or the doctor performing the

surgery? :

Ms. English — No, and you see that is what is 'so unbelievable, because the doctor that

~ took me down to him said nothing. Only the other doctor that performed the procedure is
the one that did all the talking.

Co-Chair Sutton — He sounds like a used car salesman.

Ms. English- That is what I’ve been saying.

Co-Chair Sutton — Any further questions?

Rep. Wray — Thank you Mr. Chairman, I apologize for being late. I really wanted to be

here to hear your testimony and I appreciate you for taking time to come today, because it

is great for people like me to hear experiences whether good or bad. Thank you for

coming to answer these questions.

Ms. English — I never knew there were others.

Rep. Wray — You’ve spoken and you re putting the word out. We need someone to step

up stand up and speak up and you’ve done that.

Ms. English — In 2005, my daughter read about Rep. Womble on the internet and she

called home and told my son to tell me to call Rep. Womble. I thought I was alone until

then. When I called him he said that that had happened to over 7,000 other people. That

is how I became a Eugenics Survivor not a victim.

Co-Chair Sutton — I have a question for staff. We saw a list the other day that said there

were 7,000. Do we know for a fact that she would make it on that list since it was not in a

state facility or is this an individual that may be in addition to that list?

Ben Popkin — I don’t know off hand, Ms. Pullen-Smith may know that. There are records

in the state archives that involve the people that would have been part of this program:

only the person whose records that are made may access those records because of

confidentiality. I don’t know if Ms. English has had an opportunity to have someone-

help her find it or not and if she is officially registered in there or not.



Co-Chair Sutton — Is there any way to know if this was part of the “program” or this is
something the doctor is doing there at the clinic and at the hospital?

Ms. Pullen-Smith — We have not verified any of the cases at this time. We have to match
her information with what is in the file and the medical records over at the Department of

" Cultural Resources.

Co-Chair Sutton — That concerns me, if that is the case, if she was not one of the 7,000, '
there may be many others sterilized by private doctors that we don’t know anything
about. Hopefully someday we may know that information.

Co-Chair Sutton thanked Ms. English for tellirig her story and called the next survivor,
Ms. Elaine Riddick from Georgia and her son, Tony Riddick.

Ms. Elaine Riddick

Ms. Elaine Riddick, 52 years old was born in Winfall, NC to Thomas and Pearline
Riddick. She came from an abusive home and her mom went to prison. At the age of 13,

her neighbor’s brother raped her. She became pregnant as a result of the rape. She had
her son and right after the delivery, the doctor performed the sterilization procedure. Her
grandmother had signed the form, by marking an X, giving the doctor’s permission to
perform the surgery because the state threatened to cut off her food stamps and welfare
check. She started to have a lot of health problems following the surgery. At age 18 she
got married and tried to start a family at 19. She went to the doctor and found out that
she had been “butchered”. Her husband began to physically, mentally and verbally
abuse her. The state told her that they had sterilized her because they said she was
feebleminded and illiterate; additionally, because they did not want her to have any more
illiterate children. However, she never went to high school but she received her college
degree. She tried to have the surgery reversed by a doctor in NY. She carried guilt and
questioned her gender as a result of the surgery and she felt as though never received
love. (See Attachment 4).

Co-Chair Sutton — From 13 to 19 years old, did you have any pure physical
complications?

Ms. Riddick — I had to have a total hysterectomy. '

Rep. Bonner Stiller — You had 7 siblings? Are you the youngest of 87

Ms. Riddick — I was the third from the top.

Rep. Bonner Stiller — What school did you go to, and how did that come about? Did your
parents seek a place for you to go to get an education?

Ms. Riddick - No, when I left North Carolina I went to New York.

Rep. Bonner Stiller — Did your whole family move?

Ms. Riddick - No, I had to get away because of the shame.

Rep. Bonner Stiller — Is that where you moved to live with your grandmother?
Ms. Riddick — My Aunt.

Rep. Bonner Stiller — Where was the school at that you attended?

Ms. Riddick — I went to New York City Tech.

Rep. Bonner Stiller — Not the one where you got the degree.

Ms. Riddick - Perquimans County Union school that’s is in North Carolina

Rep. Bonner Stiller — That is a regular grade school?

Ms. Riddick — Yes

Rep. Bonner Stiller — Did anyone else ever consult with you about this procedure?




Ms. Riddick — I was never consulted at all, Sir.

Rep. Bonner Stiller — Was your mother or father involved?
Ms. Riddick — My mother was in prison

Rep. Bonner Stiller — I didn’t know if she was out at that time.
Ms. Riddick — My father had something to do with this also. The state of NC had
removed all 7 of us from my father’s custody because he was shell shocked and he was
abusive. They placed an older sister and I with my grandmother and the rest of my
siblings were in Central Orphanage in Oxford, NC.

Co-Chair Sutton — Were you living with your grandmother at the time of the attack?

Ms. Riddick — Yes

Co-Chair Sutton — So that would be why they would have her mark the “X”?

Ms. Riddick - Yes

Ms. Riddick — One last comment. They stopped sterilization. It is not called sterilization
anymore, 80% of the abortion clinics are in the black neighborhoods. So sterilization is
still going on, it has a different name and a different face. Thank you.

Co-Chair Sutton called the next guest - Mr. Willis Lynch.

Tony Riddick
Mr. Tony Riddick is the son of Ms. Elaine Riddick. Mr. Riddick shared comments about

his upbringing, and how the condition of his mother affected him as an adult. He also

shared about his distrust for government ofﬁ01als as a result of what happened to hlS
mother.

Willis C Lynch

Mr. W.C. Lynch, 75 years old is from Littleton, NC. At the age of 12 he was sent to
Caswell Training school and got out at the age of 18. At the age of 13 or 14 he was
sterilized. His mother signed the papers for him to be sterilized in order for the school to
release him. He was married for 8 years to a woman who already had 2 kids. He could
not have any. He hopes that something is done soon to pay for what has happened to
him.

Co-Chair Sutton — Any questions for Mr. Lynch‘7 You were at a reform type school; did
they have any discussion with you about what they were going to do? ‘

Mr. Lynch — No, they told my mom that I could not get out of the school, unless she
signed the papers. I was sent there because welfare was tending to us. They sent two of
the girls (his siblings) to Jerrett, VA and I was sent to Kinston to Caswell.

Co-Chair Sutton — So your mom was pressured into signing? '

Mr. Lynch — She had to before I could get out of that school.

Co-Chair Sutton — Did you have any medical complications that you’re aware?

Mr. Lynch — No.

Co-Chair — Sutton whatever they did healed up?

Mr. Lynch — Oh yeah.

Co- Chair Sutton — You went to school at 12 and got out at 18, and you don’t recall what
age you were when this happened?

Mr. Lynch — Around 13 -14.

~ Co- Chair Sutton — Any other questions?



Rep, Parmon — Me. Lynch what type of emotional impact has this had en you as a man in
your lifetime? -

Mr, Lynch — Well, it has always been in the back of my mind, There have been two or
three women that found out that 1 could not have kids and we broke up; which is why T
have never gotten married to anyone that wanted kids. ] always wanted kids, | love kids,
Co-Chair Sutton ~ Thank you Mr. Lynch for coming by to share your situation. Rep.
Bonner Stiller.

Rep. Bonner Stiller — Do we know where this pro¢edure took place, was it at a doctor’s
office, hospital? .

Mr. Lynch — I think the name at the lime was Parrish Hospital in Kinston,

Co-Chair Sutton asked if there were any other questions,

Rep. Womble thanked the Eubemcs Survivors for coming forward He gave the hwlory of

how we got here, what we’re here for and why we have guest here to come speak about

this.

Co«Chair Sutton acknowledged Rep. Earline Parmon.

" Rep. Earline Parmon - Thank you survivors for your courage tor speaking out. In

Winston Salem there are ather survivors. People who have approached Rep. Womble

and me privately and they are upstanding members of the community, but will not come

forward, bccause they do not want to become public because of the shame and

embarrassment. In fact, the mother of one of our outstanding citizens this has happened

1o and she shared that with us with the confidence that we would not make it public. To
‘ ———your question, T don*t know it she was buichered under government, or-documented

under the government in Winston Salem.

Co-Chair Sutton — Ms. English you mentioned that you attempted to sue the doctors,

were you ever successful in getting a law suit all the way through to a jury trial?

Ms. English — 1 wasn’t even successful on seging the lawyer face 1o tace,

Co—Chair Sutton — Ms. Riddick you mdlcated that you suad the state of North Carolina,

were you successtul with that?

Ms, Riddick — No., .

Co=Chair Sutton — Did it go all the way to n jury?

Ms. Riddick — It went to a jury but it was none of my peers, everybody was in their 70's -

80’s.

Co-Chair Sutton - Just roughly when was that?

Ms. Riddick - 1982.

Co-Chair thanked the three speak:rs for coming loday. With there being no further
questions the meeting was adjoumed.




Elaine Riddick Jessie - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia ' . | Page 1 of 1
| - o _ “Attachment 4

El a i ne Ri d dli’Wa J &gfgf vby people like ;vou. Elease donate today.

‘ From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Elaine Riddick Jessie, born Elaine Riddick was a 14-year-old American girl who, in 1968, was forcibly sterilized by the
Eugenics Board of North Carolina, which argued that she was "feebleminded" and "promiscuous.”

Prior to the sterilization (at age 13), Jessie had been coerced into having sexual intercourse with a man in his 20s (See: statutory
rape). Her son, Tony Riddick, states, "The.work of the Eugenics Board was not far from the thinking of Hitler."

Jessie was living with her grandmother, Maggie "Miss Peaches" Woodard, when a social worker discovered her pregnancy. The
illiterate Woodard signed an X on a consent form, not knowing what it was, only that if she didn't sign, Elaine would be sent to
an orphanage. The Perquimans County Department of Public Welfare had earlier custody of Jessie and her 7 siblings (from their
alcoholic parents), sending 5 to an orphanage, and Elaine and one of her sisters to live with Woodard. '

In March 2003 Mrs. Jessie and other victims of the Eugenics Board spoke out against the atrocities committed to the Eugenics
Study Committee. As she said "When you're a little girl, what do you want? You want to be a mommy. To find out that's been

taken away from you is devastating."m (2], She was prominent in the celebrtations atthe law's repeal. &)
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A SHAMEFUL LITTLE SECRET

NORTH CAROLINA CONFRONTS ITS HISTORY OF FORCED
STERILIZATION.

By Rebecca Sinderbrand | NEWSWEEK
From the magazine issue dated Mar 28. 2005
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She soon learned that the operation had been performed by state order in
North Carolina in 1968, when she was Jjust 14, and had given birth to a baby
after being raped. At the time, she'd assumed doctors were just performing a routine post-birth

‘ k dreamed of motherhood. She and her husband tried to conceive
Print { for months without luck, so they consulted a doctor. The diagnosis was
nn
Email | shocking: she had been sterilized four vears earlier without her knowledge.
mail i .
i
Social Networks |
]
i
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procedure, The sterilization-consent form had been signed by her neglectful father and her illiterate
grandmother, who had marked her assent with an X. Today, three decades later, she's still reeling from
the revelation she blames for the death of her marriage and her eventual hysterectomy. "I felt like I was
nothing,” says Riddick, her fists clenched in anger. "It's like, the people that did this, they took my spirit
away from me.”

Now North Carolina is pondering ways to make amends to Riddick and thousands of others sterilized as
part of the eugenics (or "good breeding") mavement that began nationally in the early 20th century and

continued into the 1970s. The state offered 3 public apology two yea

rs ago. Now lawmakers are debating

ways to make reparations to those robbed of the
eugenics programs during the last century: they

before the notion fell out of favor, becoming link
War 1L But North Carolina is the first to appoint

Supreme Court decision that is still the law of the land. Roughly 70,000 Americans in all were sterilized |

chance to be parents. More than 30 other states had
were ruled constitutional in Buck v. Bell, a1924

ed in the public's mind to Hitler's Germany after Warld
a panel to study what to do now for its victims, from

health care and cou nseling to financial re;

parations. The state is also considering addressing the

shameful practice--finally halted in 1974--in its classrooms. "Some people have tried to pretend it never
happened,” says North Carolina State Rep. Larry Womble, a reparations activist. "It's painful to
remember.” ’

North Carolina's sterilization program zeroed in on welfare recipients. Over the last 15 years of its
operation, 99 percent of the victims were women; more than 60 percent were hlack. The truth began

to emerge after Johanna Schoen, author of "Choice and Coercion,” a new book dealing with the subject,
was given access to sealed records by a state employee. In some cases, the reasons for sterilization were
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as flimsy as being considered lazy or promiscuous. Nial Ramirez savs she was sterilized at 18 after social
workers threatened to cut off her mother's welfare benefits. “We had no way to fight back," says
Ramirez, now 58.

Jacob Koomen served on the hoard that voted to sterilize Riddick. Decades later, he told Schoen that he
was "uncomfortable” making such irrevocable decisions: "We did it because the law obligated us to. It
isn't something we would have volunteered todo."
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North Carolina Gov. Mike Easley issued an
apology to the victims in 2003, and ordered a

commission to find concrete ways to make
amends. But the state's budgét is already a billion
dollars in the red, and nothing has happened yet.
To date, no one who underwent forced
sterilization in this country has received

assistance for it.
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The lllegal Sterilization of Black Women in North Carolina

" The Illegal Sterilization of Black Women in North
Carolina

Panel calls for compensating N.C. eugenics victims
Easley's commission issues recommendations to identify, help those who were sterilized

By Dana Damico

After becoming the first state to create a commission to review its role in a statewide eugenic sterilization program, North Carolina could seon
take another dramatic step to compensate unwilling victims of the program,

A national media campaign to identify and compensate victims could start in August under recommendations tentatively endorsed yesterday by
the Eugenics Study Committee.

Gov. Mike Easley appointed the group to scrutinize the Eugenics Board of North Carolina, which authorized moré than 7,600 sterilizations from
1929 until 1974, and to consider how to redress those people who were forcibly sterilized.

The study committee plans to submit its report to Easley in coming weeks.

The report calls for the creation of a special health fund to provide medical care for victims, and free education benefits at the state's
universities and cormmunity colleges for victims and, potentially, their families.

It also backs the concept of reparations supported by Rep. Larry Womble, D-Forsyth, a leading critic of the state's role in the eugenics
movement. :

"Although the committee strongly believes that survivors also deserve some form of financial compensation for what we believe is a violation of
human rights, we recommend the creation of a legislative study commission to address this issue,” the report reads.

A hill to create such a commission is pending in the General Assembly.

The committee has met four times since February. In March, it heard heart-rending testimony from two women who were sterilized against
their will.

One was Nial Cox Ramirez, who was sterilized in 1965 when she was 18. Ramirez, who has one child, said that her social worker threatened to
_drop her family from welfare if she didn't undergo the operation.

Ramirez's story is featured in the current edition of Newsweek magazine.

Nalionwide, about 65,000 people were sterilized as part of the eugenics movement. Supporters of eugenics wanted to eliminate such social ills
as out-of-wediock births, genetic defects and mental iliness thought to be hereditary.

North Carolina's response to the eugenics program has drawn national and international attention. Easley formally apologized for the program
in December after a series of stories was published in the Winston-Salem Journal. Since then, the General Assembly voted to strike a law that
allowed for the involuntary sterilization of the mentaliy il - a final legal vestige of the eugenics program.

The committee report calls North Carolina's sterilization program a "shameful blot” on state history that shouid never be repeated.

http://www.assatashakur.org/forum/fruits-preserves-deserts-recipes/27859-illegal-steriliza... 10/31/2008
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If Easley accepts the recommendations, efforts to find people sterilized against their wishes could start in July with a statewide news release.
Privacy laws bar state officiais from identifying victims from the more than 150,000 pages of documents stor(.d at the statc archives on the
program. Those records are locked up, officials said.

Budget constraints also prevent a costly publicity campaign and committee members suggest the use of "free media."

To find victims, it recommends posting information in church bulleting, N.C. Division of Motor Vehicles offices, health departments, libraries and
schools, as well as on billboards or even city buses. It recommends enlisting help from hospitals and doctors, faith-based groups and churches,
civic organizations and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.

"This.is going to be a national thing,” Womble said. "Hopefully, those who want to, will fmd it comfortable enough to come forward."
Committee members said that they have no idea how many people that could be. Many people may have died or moved across the country.

Some may not want to revisit painful memories of the irreversible operation, Others may be skeptical of getting redress from a state that
violated them.

"My hope is that we'll have a groundswell,” said Carmen Hooker Odom, the secretary of the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services
and the head of the study committee. “We're hoping to get folks to come forward so we can do the right thing, finally.”

According to news reports, state officials already have received requests from people who say they‘were forcibly sterilized Womble says he
has a list of 12 people. Another 12 have called a state hot line.

Cathy Morris, the state archivist, said that 10 people have contacted her office, including Ramirez and another victim, Elaine Riddick Jessie.

Jessie, who joined Ramirez in testifying before the committee, was 14 when she was sterilized in 1968 after a man in his 20s impregnated her
- statutory rape by law.

Of the other eight, only one had records on file at the archives. "Which is an interesting commentary,” Morris said.

Under the committee's draft plan, people who believe that they were sterilized would request their records from the state archives, They would
be eligible for benefits if a three- or five-person panel certified their claim.

The committee agreed to start work immaediately on a survivors' group. Members could look for emotional support from one another and aid
other victims through the potentially intimidating process, the committee said.

“They're very upset,” said Debbie Crane, a health and human services spokeswoman who has talked to victims, "1t is tough trying to taik about
it."

Womble said that it was a monumenta! decision for Ramirez and Jessie to share their stories, Officials need to recognize that others may be
equally fearful. "We must be almost like a confidante to them,” he said. "Whatever it takes to hold their hands.

"They've been carrying this burden.”

Source: http://extras.journalnow.com/against...ue/story9.htmt

Note: An article on this subject was featured in the January, 2008 edition of Black Enterprise magazine.
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FOR VICTIMS OF THE EUGENICS STERILIZATION
PROGRAM MEETING
October 23, 2008

EXCUSED ABSENTEES

Rep. Ruth Samuelson has a Real Estate test
Rep. Martha Alexander will be out of the state

Rep. Sandra Spaulding-Hughes
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MINUTES

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE
EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM
November 6, 2008
Room, Legislative Office Building
Representative Larry Womble, Presiding
Representative Ron Sutton

~ The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization

Program met on Thursday, November 6, 2008 in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building.

Co-Chair Womble called the meeting to order at 1:10pm. He welcomed the guests, the
staff and the Sergeant-at-Arms: Bob John Brandon, Bob Rossi, Julia Turner, and Frank
Prevo. The Committee, Staff and Legislative Assistants introduced themselves.

Co-Chair Womble stated that the meeting would be devoted to suggestions, ideas and
recommendations regarding the Sterilization program that existed in North Carolina. All
Committee members were present. The original Visitor Registration sheet is attached to
these minutes as (Attachment 1).

Co-Chair Womble asked for approval of the minutes from the Oct. 23 meeting. Rep.
Wray approval of the minutes with corrections by Rep. Martha Alexander.

Co-Chair Womble made reference to a Winston Salem Editorial that was recently written
on the Eugenics Victims. (See Aftachment 2). He then called the first presenter, Ms.
Barbara Pullen-Smith, director of the office of Minority Health and Health Disparities.

Barbara Pullen-Smith
Ms. Pullen-Smith gave the recommendations that were presented from the 2003 NC Nine
Member Study Committee that was formed by the Governor. (See Attachment 3).

Co-Chair Womble thanked Ms. Pullen-Smith and asked if there were any questions.
Rep. Sutton — I would like for you to go back over each one and give us the status, what
has been done, and by whom.

Ms. Pullen-Smith -1. Creating a nonprofit foundation — there has been no efforts to
create that. 2. Conducting an outreach campaign to find Survivors — there has been no
coordinated effort to develop a campaign. 3. Establish a process to validate claims of
sterilization victims. The department has not done anything with that. 4. Create a special
fund to provide healthcare for certified Survivors and to explore the use of Medicaid
and/or the state health plan to provide benefits — there may have been some work on this
early on but this has not been completed.

Rep. Alexander — On part B is this all Medical care?

Ben Popkin — The latter part refers to the potential Blue Cross and Blue Shield
conversion which was an issue at that time. That has since gone by and it has converted.
The end of section B is not relevant.

Rep. Samuelson — The definition of medical care — is it all inclusive or related to the
Sterilization?

Co-Chair Womble — Only that kind of medical attention that was associated with the
Sterilization.




Rep. Samuelson — What is the relationship between A and B? Is there a special fund
under Medicaid? :

Ms. Pullen-Smith — We were going to explore all options and choose the best package.
Recommendation #5. The University or Community College System creates a program
for survivors to receive free educational benefits — that has not been done as‘well. The
next set of Recommendations: 1. The Department of Public Instruction should include
information about the Eugenics program in its history curriculum. As far as [ know, that
has not been completed. 2. The Department of Cultural Resources is to create a tangible
Memorial or Historical Marker. That has not been completed. 3. The University and
Community College Systems are to explore the creation of Endowed Chairs or Special
Scholarships to memorialize the program. As far as I know, that has not been done. 4.
The DHHS will create an Ethics program and should include information on the Eugenics
board and require all DHHS professionals to take the course and our efforts towards
providing broad base education about the Eugenics program has been the establishment
of a Traveling Exhibit, which encompasses Recommendations 4 and 5.

Rep. Alexander — Regarding number four, does the department have any kind of
committee where you remind the employee about Ethics or confidentiality?

Sharnese Ransome — When a new employee comes on as a part of their HR Training, do
we go back and do it over no I don’t think there is any agency that does. There is a part in
the package about Human Resources and their responsibilities and Confidentiality
because so much of our department falls under HIPPA so there is a package that is given
to new employees.

Rep. Samuelson — There is not a continuing training program that this topic can fit into?
Rather than create a separate program that it be part of a program that you already have.
They go through a certain amount of training and are given a new employees handbook
and it covers confidentiality and the use of state property. But to go back 5 -10 years later
I don’t know of any agency that do that.

Rep. Samuelson — On number four, to create an Ethics program, did they have in mind
that it would be a program that would be presented periodically to include not only the
Eugenics piece but other kinds of Ethics pieces and if so did they have an idea of what
they wanted included in those other Ethics piece?

Ms. Pullen-Smith — I do not remember the committee going into that level of detail
about the contents of an Ethics Program. I think the focus was to make sure we created
as many opportunities and avenues as possible to incorporate some information about the
Eugenics Program and the impact in North Carolina.

Rep. Samuelson — So, if for instance the intent was just to remind people to be aware of
this not necessarily to create a whole new program.

Ms. Pullen-Smith — That’s a good interpretation of it.

Rep. Samuelson - On number 3, I don’t know a whole lot about what endowed chairs
do, I know what special scholarships are. Would it be a memorialization piece or would it
be their actually teaching something related to that?

Ms. Pullen-Smith — I think the intent again was to create as many avenues as possible to
get the education out and I think this was just one of those options that we were looking
at so that there would be an ongoing effort to keep the information out there.

Rep. Samuelson - On number 3, not on this topic but on another historical event topic
where some were bothersome and didn’t like the idea of having the marker or something
there to remind them all the time. So I was curious of the Survivors that you’ve been
able to contact have they expressed any thoughts as to whether they like the idea of the
Historical Marker or not?



Co-Chair Womble — The thinking at that time from the Survivors who were there and
also the Committee members themselves, there should be some type of marker. Some
type of identification somewhere in the state so that that would be a constant reminder
that this had happened in the state. This was one of the recommendations that they voted
on and it did passed and it was included in the report. If I remembered correctly, Ms.

Ramirez’s daughter, Deborah Chesson specifically requested that we identify some sort
of way so that it would be a lasting reminder.

Rep. Samuelson — On the education thing, I am not sure I understand the definition of
caretakers. I understand the first half where the Survivors get education benefits but I am
still not sure I understand the rationale behind the caretakers, and extended family and
receiving educational benefits and how caretakers are defined. What is the logic behind
adding caretakers and is there a definition of care takers?

Co-Chair Womble — If | remember everything that was in the minutes at that particular
time there was no specific definition of caretaker. It was understood that those who had
taken care of that particular survivor, that was the thinking of what a caretaker is, now
does that fit the legal definition, you might have to refer that to our staff.

Rep. Samuelson — Since I won’t be here on the 18", I would encourage us to make sure
that if we do that one that it is clearly defined as to what constitutes a caretaker.

Rep. Samuelson — On items three and two on page one, it is the non-profit agencies that
would carry out those two things?

Ms. Pullen-Smith — That is correct, all of these we’ve acknowledged that we don’t have
the capacity currently to provide all of this, so the nonprofit could play a major role in
helping to implement these Recommendations.

Rep. Samuelson — I am wondering if it makes sense rather than creating a whole new
non-profit is there an existing non-profit that this would logically fit under so that it
becomes a program under another non-profit without going through the expense and legal
involvement in creating a new one? Was that talked about?

Co-Chair Womble — the thinking was that we try to get information out and try to assist
in helping to identify these people and we could use these agencies that have access to
these kind of clientele or population such as the NAACP or Urban League, state and local
agencies in order to try and get the word out to do some out reach for them to let them
know what is going on and how can they access the system. That would be a partnership
to help accomplish that.

Rep. Samuelson — [ understand that, I was just wondering from a legal structural
question, if it would make sense rather than create a new stand alone non-profit that
works with all these groups, is it possible to put it under an existing either government
agency or other non-profit so that we won’t have to create a whole new entity that at
some point it would not need anymore?

Co-Chair Womble — That is possible there is nothing in cement here. This is why they
call them recommendations and we need to explain them and know exactly what we’re
doing so when we come back at our next meeting we will have that full discussion and I
know you’re doing yours now and that does not necessarily mean it would be a nonprofit.

Rep. Samuelson — I would make a Recommendation to the committee that will make the
decision and in another meeting that we consider placing it under a different nonprofit
because my personal experience has been once the nonprofit’s formed and you hire staff
when its completed its task they sometimes have a tendency to create a life of their own
they keep going and doing something else. Sometimes something else is worth doing
sometimes it isn’t. So this way at least it will stay focused on its mission and not be



tempted to diversify in order to keep itself alive. So that way it does what its suppose to
do and when the task is done it can celebrate its success and not continue in perpetuity.
Rep. Sutton — I agree, rather than creating a new entity why not just put it in a two or
three person section over at DHHS and let them work through everything; literally being
that they are doing most of the work anyway — a little department under them. I am a
little concerned about all this concern about the ethics of it. Remember when this was
happening it was legal, it was not an illegality taking place. You have ethics concern
when people are doing something illegal and behind the scene. This was not the case.
This was a legal process taking place. So this is not an ethics matter as far as I am
concerned. We don’t have to be re-briefing everybody every five years about Eugenics,
its not legal now so it’s not an issue. But at the time it was taking place it was a legal
process, so that puts us in a different perspective. I don’t think we need all this great
concern about the ethics issue, because people were doing what they were being paid to
do and allowed to do it under the law. One final observation, when we have prisoners
that go to death row or into prison for 10-15 years and we find out they were there
illegally and they were wrongfully detained and when we give them money we don’t give
their family money. We pay that person that was in prison the money and if we’re going
to be giving financial consideration to anyone, I think it should be limited to that person
that was sterilized — that survivor and not to their family members, nieces, nephews,
brothers, sisters and grandmothers. Under no circumstances can I abide with that. If
we're going to give compensation and that is finally up to the committee but the
compensation in my opinions should be absolutely limited to the person that was
physically harmed and to no others.

Rep. Hughes — Have we identified how many Survivors at this point — name, address,
telephone number?

Co-Chair Womble — the number is roughly over 3,000. Not verified but there are about
3,000 survivors. _

Ms. Pullen-Smith — At the first meeting, I talked about the projections of the estimated
number of survivors who may be alive today and that estimate is what Rep. Womble is
referring to; about 2,800 or 3,000 is the rough estimate based on Dr. Schoen doing some
work with our State Center For Health statistics using life tables to do projections. In
terms of who have come forth is the number we have in our data base which is about 56
people who have come forth.

Rep. Hughes — Follow-up to Rep. Sutton’s question, if we agree to give compensation to
Survivors only who will be assigned to research and find the Survivors’ name, address,
telephone numbers — if we’re going to give only Survivors, those who are harmed,
money? Who will do the research to find these 3,000 persons?

Ms. Pullen-Smith — Recommendations two and three actually speak to that question. So
we would have to do a major outreach effort and then we have to establish a mechanism
to verify their claims. That is what this panel — this committee would do.

Rep. Hughes — Will we have a paid person, not volunteer, NAACP? Will there be
assigned a person with a name to find survivors?

Co-Chair Womble — The thinking was these records are already numbered, they are in
the archives. We have a list of those. If a person wants to come forward they will have to
make themselves known to the department and the department will assist them in
verifying if they are on that list or not. There are some people who are not sure if they are
on the list, some have forgotten.

Rep. Hughes — The person must come forward before he is to get any compensation?



Co-Chair Womble — Come forward and be verified, because you would not want to give
it to someone who is not qualified.

Rep. Sutton — If you offer enough compensation you will have to reject more people
than you can verify depending on how much compensation is given.

Co-Chair Womble — Anyone can’t walk up and say I am a survivor.

Rep. Alexander — So you’re left with 3,000. This is a projection according to National
Life whatever. So it could be more or less?

Co-Chair Womble — The others have died.

~ Ms. Pullen-Smith — This is a projection.

Rep. Sutton — When this commission was finished who was left with the authority,
burden or task in attempting to implement these 10 Recommendations, was it DHHS, or
someone in the Governor’s office? Was there anybody left with the task of moving
forward or try to implement this or did they say this is recommendation, fold up the tent
and go home?

Ms. Pullen-Smith — I cannot say that anyone was assigned the task of carrying out these
recommendations but also note that there were some recommendations that were specific
to the Department of Public Instruction; some that were specific to other departments and
we did have Representatives from those departments on the committee — just like we had
with DHHS and Cultural Resources.

Rep. Sutton — So Mr. Chairman it appears that nobody did anything.

Co-Chair Womble — Did the Department of Public Instruction do anything? No. Did the
Governor do anything? No. The DHHS tried to do as much PR as they could under their
limited scope. Carmen Hooker Odom did as much as she could to get the word out before
she left.

Co-Chair Womble thanked Ms. Pullen-Smith for presenting the Recommendations and
invited her back to future meetings to assist the committee.

Melanie Bush, Fiscal Research
Melanie worked with Fiscal Research staff and Research staff on different
compensation, considerations, and research on what other states and countries have done.
They looked at compensation packages that have been awarded to folks to help the
committee move forward on recommendations for survivors. (See Attached Outline 4).

Co-Chair Womble asked if there were any questions, suggestions or comments to the
staff. :

Rep. Samuelson — You said that it would be difficult to verify without re-traumatizing is
that because though we have a list or the list may be used in euphemism or something
else that we may have done?

Melanie Bush — No, [ was getting at whether folks really want to revisit this or not.

Rep. Samuelson — When you were doing your research on Canada, Sweden and such,
did the inheritability question come up there or was it sort of a lump sum that the person
was given and once it was in their estate it just went? So it really wasn’t a series of
benefits that they could even consider having inherited?

Melanie Bush — That is correct, except in the case of Sweden most of them were court
cases and it was awarded in a lump sum.

Rep. Samuelson — On the Tuskegee compensation that included families, how did they
deal with the inheritability piece and what was the nature of the benefits that were
extended to them?

Melanie Bush — I don’t have that information.



Rep. Sutton — In the Tuskegee situation, the reason they dealt with family because of the
affection nature. They intentionally injected the male members with syphilis and of
course they transmitted that to family members, so that family member should be
compensated, they were affected directly.

Committee Discussion
Rep. Hughes — Had a question about the history curriculum, which is question 2 on page
1 one of the recommendations sheet. Who will do this?
Ben Popkin — There has not been follow-up conversation with the Department of Public
Instruction as far as the curriculum, the committee can recommend that we look at this at
this time. They had not looked at this during my tenure.
Rep. Hughes — If this department is to be involved, is this task to be channeled from us
to a staff member or is our committee of nine persons suppose to collaborate with Public
Instruction? A .
Bob Popkin — At this point this committee is charged with drafting recommendations -
and it would be a normal course of events for the recommendations of this committee to
direct the Department of Public Instruction to either study and report back or perhaps act
and then report upon the most appropriate mechanism. [ am not personally familiar with
the process for developing curricular and adding items, but it would definitely be within
the committee’s charge to direct the Department of Public Instruction on how best to
address the topic. :
Rep. Sutton — That would be through legislation, the end result of this would be a bill
and in that bill we would task DPI to do whatever we want them to do.

Public Discussion
Ellen Russell, Director of Advocacy from the Arc of North Carolina made a comment
about the Ethics Program and the involvement of DPI. .

Co-Chair adjourned the meeting at 2:50 pm.

Respectfully Submitted:

Representative Larry Womble

Dorothy McLean, Committee Assistant

Karon Hardy, Committee Assistant



Attachment 3

2003 NORTH CAROLINA
EUGENICS STUDY COMMITTEE RECOI\/H\/IENDATIONS

Presented to: .

House Select Committee on.Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program :

November 6, 2008

Legislative Bldg Room 1124/1224

Barbara Pullen-Smith, Director

Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities, Division of Public Health,
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)

To Co-Chairs Representatives Womble & Sutton and members of the Committee, good
afternoon. Thank you for this opportunity.

In Dec 2002, Governor Easley apologized to the victims of North Carolina’s Eugenic
Sterilization Program, after which he appointed a nine- member Study Committee. The
Committee’s Co-Chairs were Representative Larry Womble and former DHHS Secretary
Carmen Hooker Odom.

The Committee met over the course of a few months and submitted its report to Governor
Easley in June 2003. The Committee’s report includes two sets of recommendations:
The first set of recommendations focuses on support for the Eugenics survivors. The
second set of recommendations focuses on system changes

There are five key recommendations to support Eugemcs.Survivors:

1. Create a nonprofit foundation to assist with finding, verifying, and supporting
survivors of the eugenics sterilization program.

2.. Conduct an outreach campaign to assist with finding survivors. The
recommendation outlines the key elements of the campaign including its approach
(news releases, public service announcements, billboards, etc.) and potential
partners to assist with this effort (including churches, civic organizations,
NAACP, urban league, disability groups, state/local agencies, health
professionals).

3. Establish a process to validate claims of sterilization. The recommendation called
for the DHHS to set up an expert panel to review each case. The three to five -
member panel should include representatives from the legal system, medical

_ providers and an ethicist. Once claims of sterilization are verlﬁed Survivors
would be eligible to receive available benefits.

4. The health care recommendation called for the DHHS to a) create a special fund
to provide health care for certified survivors with funds provided through a
special appropriation. b) explore the use of Medicaid and/or the state health plan

2003 North Carolina Eugenics Study Committee Recommendations-Presentation by Barbara Pullen-Smith
Page 1 of 2
November 6, 2008




to provide benefits, as well as building in medical care for survivors in the event
of any Blue Cross/Blue Shield conversion.

5. The fifth recommendation for Eugenics survivors focuses on education and
called for the University of North Carolina and the Community College System to
consider creating a program that allows survivors to receive free educational
benefits. Also consideration should be given to providing educational benefits to
caretakers of eugenic survivors as a way to improve the lives of their extended
families.

Five recommendations from the Eugenics Committee identified agency and system
changes needed to ensure that this program is never repeated in North Carolina:

1. NC Department of Public Instruction should include information about the
eugenics program in its history curriculum. -

2. Department of Cultural Resources should investigate the creation of a “tangible”
memorial or “historical marker” as a constant reminder of the Eugenics program
and the negative impact on our citizens.

3. The University and Community College systems should explore the creation of
endowed chairs or special scholarships to memorialize the program. '

4. The Department of Health and Human Services will create an ethics program,
which include information on the Eugenics Board and require all DHHS
professionals take the course.

5. A seminar should be organized to talk about the program, hear from survivors and
discuss its implications in today’s world. The seminar should include
presentations from experts, including Dr. Johanna Schoen.
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE
LEGISLATIVE BUILDING
RALEIGH NC 27601

October 27, 2008

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of
the Eugenics Sterilization Program

FROM: Rep. Larry Womble, Co-chair
’ Rep. Ron Sutton, Co-chair

SUBJECT: Meeting Notice

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program will meet on the following date:

DAY: Thursday
DATE: November 6, 2008
TIME: 1:00 pm

LOCATION: Room 1124, Legislative Building

If you have any questions concerning this meeting, please contact Dorothy McLean,
Committee Assistant, at'(919) 733-5777 or email womblela@ncleg.net. If you cannot
attend, please contact Karon Hardy, Committee Clerk, at (919) 733-5878 or email

bryantla@ncleg.net.

Posted: October 27, 2008

cc: Committee Record X
Interested Parties - X



da i House Select Commlttec on
® Age Compensation for Victims
of the Eugenics Sterilization

Program

Thursday, November 6, 2008
1:00 p.m.
Legislative Building
Room 1124/1224

AT B e s R A L s B

l. Welcome and Introductions
Representative Larry Womble, Cochair
Representative Ron Sutton, Cochair

Il Review and Approval of Minutes

‘L II1. 2003 North Carolina Eugenics Study Committee Recommendations
Mrs. Barbara Pullen-Smith, Director of Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities, DHHS

IV. Options for Compensation of Survivors
Ms. Melanie Bush, Fiscal Research Division

V. Committee Discussion

VI. Adjorn

VII. Next Meeting to be held Tuesday, November 18, 2008

Presentation by Dr. Johanna Schoen
Associate Professor of History and Women's Studies, University of lowa



MINUTES

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE
EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM
November 6, 2008
Room, Legislative Office Building
Representati\ge Larry Womble, Presiding
Representative Ron Sutton

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program met on Thursday, November 6, 2008 in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building.

Co-Chair Womble called the meeting to order at 1:10pm. He welcomed the guests, the
staff and the Sergeant-at-Arms: Bob John Brandon, Bob Rossi, Julia Turner, and Frank
Prevo. The Committee, Staff and Legislative Assistants introduced themselves.

Co-Chair Womble stated that the meeting would be devoted to suggestions, ideas and

‘recommendations regarding the Sterilization program that existed in North Carolina. All

Committee members were present. The original Visitor Registration sheet is attached to
these minutes as (Aftachment 1).

Co-Chair Womble asked for approval of the minutes from the Oct. 23 meeting. Rep.
Wray approval of the minutes with corrections by Rep. Martha Alexander.

Co-Chair Womble made reference to a Winston Salem Editorial that was recently written
on the Eugenics Victims. (See Attachment 2). He then called the first presenter, Ms.
Barbara Pullen-Smith, director of the office of Minority Health and Health Disparities.

Barbara Pullen-Smith
Ms. Pullen-Smith gave the recommendations that were presented from the 2003 NC Nine
Member Study Committee that was formed by the Governor. (See Attachment 3).

Co-Chair Womble thanked Ms. Pullen-Smith and asked if there were any questions.
Rep. Sutton — I would like for you to go back over each one and give us the status, what
has been done, and by whom.

Ms. Pullen-Smith -1. Creating a nonprofit foundation — there has been no efforts to
create that. 2. Conducting an outreach campaign to find Survivors — there has been no
coordinated effort to develop a campaign. 3. Establish a process to validate claims of
sterilization victims. The department has not done anything with that. 4. Create a special
fund to provide healthcare for certified Survivors and to explore the use of Medicaid
and/or the state health plan to provide benefits — there may have been some work on this
early on but this has not been completed.

Rep. Alexander — On part B is this all Medical care?

Ben Popkin — The latter part refers to the potential Blue Cross and Blue Shield
conversion which was an issue at that time. That has since gone by and it has converted.
The end of section B is not relevant.

Rep. Samuelson — The definition of medical care — is it all inclusive or related to the
Sterilization? _
Co-Chair Womble — Only that kind of medical attention that was associated with the
Sterilization.




Rep. Samuelson — What is the relationship between A and B? Is there a special fund
under Medicaid? ‘

Ms. Pullen-Smith — We were going to explore all options and choose the best package.
Recommendation #5. The University or Community College System creates a program
for survivors to receive free educational benefits — that has not been done as weli. The
next set of Recommendations: 1. The Department of Public Instruction should include
information about the Eugenics program in its history curriculum. As far as I know, that
has not been completed. 2. The Department of Cultural Resources is to create a tangible
Memorial or Historical Marker. That has not been completed. 3. The University and
Community College Systems are to explore the creation of Endowed Chairs or Special
Scholarships to memorialize the program. As far as I know, that has not been done. 4.
The DHHS will create an Ethics program and should include information on the Eugenics
board and require all DHHS professionals to take the course and our efforts towards
providing broad base education about the Eugenics program has been the establishment
of a Traveling Exhibit, which encompasses Recommendations 4 and 5.

Rep. Alexander — Regarding number four, does the department have any kind of
committee where you remind the employee about Ethics or confidentiality?

Sharnese Ransome — When a new employee comes on as a part of their HR Training, do
we go back and do it over no I don’t think there is any agency that does. There is a part in
the package about Human Resources and their responsibilities and Confidentiality
because so much of our department falls under HIPPA so there is a package that is given
to new employees.

Rep. Samuelson — There is not a continuing training program that this topic can fit into?
Rather than create a separate program that it be part of a program that you already have.
They go through a certain amount of training and are given a new employees handbook
and it covers confidentiality and the use of state property. But to go back 5 -10 years later
I don’t know of any agency that do that.

Rep. Samuelson — On number four, to create an Ethics program, did they have in mind
that it would be a program that would be presented periodically to include not only the
Eugenics piece but other kinds of Ethics pieces and if so did they have an idea of what
they wanted included in those other Ethics piece?

Ms. Pullen-Smith — I do not remember the committee going into that level of detail about
the contents of an Ethics Program. [ think the focus was to make sure we created as
many opportunities and avenues as possible to incorporate some information about the
Eugenics Program and the impact in North Carolina.

Rep. Samuelson — So, if for instance the intent was just to remind people to be aware of
this not necessarily to create a whole new program.

Ms. Pullen-Smith — That’s a good interpretation of it.

Rep. Samuelson -  On number 3, I don’t know a whole lot about what endowed chairs
do, I know what special scholarships are. Would it be a memorialization piece or would it
be their actually teaching something related to that?

Ms. Pullen-Smith — I think the intent again was to create as many avenues as possible to
get the education out and I think this was just one of those options that we were looking
at so that there would be an ongoing effort to keep the information out there.

Rep. Samuelson - On number 3, not on this topic but on another historical event topic
where some were bothersome and didn’t like the idea of having the marker or something
there to remind them all the time. So I was curious of the Survivors that you’ve been
able to contact have they expressed any thoughts as to whether they like the idea of the
Historical Marker or not?



Co-Chair Womble — The thinking at that time from the Survivors who were there and
also the Committee members themselves, there should be some type of marker. Some
type of identification somewhere in the state so that that would be a constant reminder
that this had happened in the state. This was one of the recommendations that they voted .
on and it did passed and it was included in the report. If I remembered correctly, Ms.
Ramirez’s daughter, Deborah Chesson specifically requested that we identify some sort
of way so that it would be a lasting reminder.

Rep. Samuelson — On the education thing, I am not sure I understand the definition of
caretakers. I understand the first half where the Survivors get education benefits but I am
still not sure I understand the rationale behind the caretakers, and extended family and
receiving educational benefits and how caretakers are defined. What is the logic behind
adding caretakers and is there a definition of care takers?

Co-Chair Womble — If | remember everything that was in the minutes at that particular
time there was no specific definition of caretaker. It was understood that those who had
taken care of that particular survivor, that was the thinking of what a caretaker is, now
does that fit the legal definition, you might have to refer that to our staff.

Rep. Samuelson — Since I won’t be here on the 18", I would encourage us to make sure
that if we do that one that it is clearly defined as to what constitutes a caretaker.

Rep. Samuelson — On items three and two on page one, it is the non-profit agencies that
would carry out those two things?

Ms. Pullen-Smith — That is correct, all of these we’ve acknowledged that we don’t have
the capacity currently to provide all of this, so the nonprofit could play a major role in
helping to implement these Recommendations.

Rep. Samuelson — I am wondering if it makes sense rather than creating a whole new
non-profit is there an existing non-profit that this would logically fit under so that it
becomes a program under another non-profit without going through the expense and legal
involvement in creating a new one? Was that talked about?

Co-Chair Womble — the thinking was that we try to get information out and try to assist
in helping to identify these people and we could use these agencies that have access to
these kind of clientele or population such as the NAACP or Urban League, state and local
agencies in order to try and get the word out to do some out reach for them to let them
know what is going on and how can they access the system. That would be a partnership
to help accomplish that. =

Rep. Samuelson — 1 understand that, I was just wondering from a legal structural
question, if it would make sense rather than create a new stand alone non-profit that
works with all these groups, is it possible to put it under an existing either government
agency or other non-profit so that we won’t have to create a whole new entity that at
some point it would not need anymore? -

Co-Chair Womble — That is possible there is nothing in cement here. This is why they
call them recommendations and we need to explain them and know exactly what we’re
doing so when we come back at our next meeting we will have that full discussion and I
know you’re doing yours now and that does not necessarily mean it would be a nonprofit.
Rep. Samuelson — I would make a Recommendation to the committee that will make the
decision and in another meeting that we consider placing it under a different nonprofit
because my personal experience has been once the nonprofit’s formed and you hire staff
when its completed its task they sometimes have a tendency to create a life of their own
they keep going and doing something else. Sometimes something else is worth doing
sometimes it isn’t. So this way at least it will stay focused on its mission and not be



tempted to diversify in order to keep itself alive. So that way it does what its suppose to
do and when the task is done it can celebrate its success and not continue in perpetuity.
Rep. Sutton — | agree, rather than creating a new entity why not just put it in a two or
three person section over at DHHS and let them work through everything; literally being
that they are doing most of the work anyway — a little department under them. I am a
little concerned about all this concern about the ethics of it. Remember when this was
happening it was legal, it was not an illegality taking place. You have ethics concern
when people are doing something illegal and behind the scene. This was not thé case.
This was a legal process taking place. So this is not an ethics matter as far as I am
concerned. We don’t have to be re-briefing everybody every five years about Eugenics,
its not legal now so it’s not an issue. But at the time it was taking place it was a legal
process, so that puts us in a different perspective. I don’t think we need all this great
concern about the ethics issue, because people were doing what they were being paid to
do and allowed to do it under the law. One final observation, when we have prisoners
that go to death row or into prison for 10-15 years and we find out they were there
illegally and they were wrongfully detained and when we give them money we don’t give
their family money. We pay that person that was in prison the money and if we’re going
to be giving financial consideration to anyone, I think it should be limited to that person
that was sterilized — that survivor and not to their family members, nieces, nephews,
brothers, sisters and granidmothers. Under no circumstances can I abide with that. If
. we’re going to give compensation and that is finally up to the committee but the
compensation in my opinions should be absolutely limited to the person that was
. physically harmed and to no others. v
Rep. Hughes — Have we identified how many Survivors at this point — name, address,
telephone number?
Co-Chair Womble — the number is roughly over 3,000. Not verified but there are about
3,000 survivors.
Ms. Pullen-Smith — At the first meeting, 1 talked about the projections of the estimated
number of survivors who may be alive today and that estimate is what Rep. Womble is
referring to; about 2,800 or 3,000 is the rough estimate based on Dr. Schoen doing some
work with our State Center For Health statistics using life tables to do projections. In
terms of who have come forth is the number we have in our data base which is about 56
people who have come forth.
Rep. Hughes — Follow-up to Rep. Sutton’s question, if we agree to give compensation to
Survivors only who will be assigned to research and find the Survivors’ name, address,
telephone numbers — if we’re going to give only Survivors, those who are harmed,
money? Who will do the research to find these 3,000 persons?
Ms. Pullen-Smith — Recommendations two and three actually speak to that question. So
we would have to do a major outreach effort and then we have to establish a mechanism
to verify their claims. That is what this panel — this committee would do.
Rep. Hughes — Will we have a paid person, not volunteer, NAACP? Will there be
assigned a person with a name to find survivors?

Co-Chair Womble — The thinking was these records are already numbered, they are in the
archives. We have a list of those. If a person wants to come forward they will have to
make themselves known to the department and the department will assist them in
verifying if they are on that list or not. There are some people who are not sure if they are
on the list, some have forgotten.

Rep. Hughes — The person must come forward before he is to get any compensation?



Co-Chair Womble — Come forward and be verified, because you would not want to give
it to someone who is not qualified.
‘Rep. Sutton — If you offer enough compensation you will have to reject more people than
you can verify depending on how much compensation is given.
Co-Chair Womble — Anyone can’t walk up and say I am a survivor.
Rep. Alexander — So you’re left with 3,000. This is a projection according to National
Life whatever. So it could be more or less?
Co-Chair Womble — The others have died.
Ms. Pullen-Smith — This is a projection.
Rep. Sutton — When this commission was finished who was left with the authority,
burden or task in attempting to implement these 10 Recommendations, was it DHHS, or
someone in the Governor’s office? Was there anybody left with the task of moving
forward or try to implement thls or did they say this is recommendation, fold up the tent
and go home? .
Ms. Pullen-Smith — I cannot say that anyone was assigned the task of carrying out these
recommendations but also note that there were some recommendations that were specific
to the Department of Public Instruction; some that were specific to other departments and
we did have Representatives from those departments on the committee — just like we had
with DHHS and Cultural Resources.
Rep. Sutton — So Mr. Chairman it appears that nobody did anything.
Co-Chair Womble — Did the Department of Public Instruction do anything? No. Did the
Governor do anything? No. The DHHS tried to do as much PR as they could under their
limited scope. Carmen Hooker Odom did as much as she could to get the word out before
she left.

Co-Chair Womble thanked Ms. Pullen-Smith for presenting the Recommendations and
invited her back to future meetings to assist the committee.

Melanie Bush, Fiscal Research
Melanie worked with Fiscal Research staff and Research staff on different
compensation, considerations, and research on what other states and countries have done.
They looked at compensation packages that have been awarded to folks to help the
committee move forward on recommendations for survivors. (See Attached Outline 4).

Co-Chair Womble asked if there were any questlons suggestions or comments to the
staff.

Rep. Samuelson - You said that it would be difficult to verify without re-traumatizing is
that because though we have a list or the list may be used in euphemism or somethmg
else that we may have done?

Melanie Bush — No, I was getting at whether folks really want to revisit this or not.

Rep. Samuelson — When you were doing your research on Canada, Sweden and such, did
the inheritability question come up there or was it sort of a lump sum that the person was
given and once it was in their estate it just went? So it really wasn’t a series of benefits
that they could even consider having inherited?

Melanie Bush — That is correct, except in the case of Sweden most of them were court
cases and it was awarded in a lump sum.

Rep. Samuelson — On the Tuskegee compensation that included families, how did they
deal with the inheritability piece and what was the nature of the benefits that were
extended to them? |
Melanie Bush — I don’t have that 1nformat10n.



Rep. Sutton - In the Tuskegee situation, the reason they dealt with family because of the
affection nature. They intentionally injected the male members with syphilis and of
course they transmitted that to family members, so that family member should be
compensated, they were affected directly.

Committee Discussion
Rep. Hughes — Had a question about the history curriculum, which is question 2 on page
1 one of the recommendations sheet. Who will do this?
Ben Popkin — There has not been follow-up conversation with the Department of Public
Instruction as far as the curriculum, the committee can recommend that we look at this at
this time. They had not looked at this during my tenure.
Rep. Hughes — If this department is to be involved, is this task to be channeled from us
to a staff member or is our committee of nine persons suppose to collaborate with Public
Instruction?
Bob Popkin — At this point this committee is charged with drafting recommendations
and it would be a normal course of events for the recommendations of this committee to
direct the Department of Public Instruction to either study and report back or perhaps act
and then report upon the most appropriate mechanism. I am not personally familiar with
the process for developing curricular and adding items, but it would definitely be within
the committee’s charge to direct the Department of Public Instruction on how best to
address the topic.
Rep. Sutton — That would be through legislation, the end result of this would be a bill
and in that bill we would task DPI to do whatever we want them to do.

Public Discussion
Ellen Russell, Director of Advocacy from the Arc of North Carolina made a comment
about the Ethics Program and the involvement of DPI.

Co-Chair adjourned the meeting at 2:50 pm.

Respectfully Submitted:

Repfesentatjve Larry Womble

el W Foean

Dorothy McLean, Committee Assistant

77 A imn Wiaelr -

Karon Hardy., Committee Assistaft”




Attachment 3

2003 NORTTI CAROLINA
EUGENICS STUDY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

Presented to:

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program

November 6, 2008

Legislative Bldg Room 1124/1224

Barbara Pullen-Smith, Dircctor

Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities, Division of Public Health,
Department of Health and Human Scrvices (DHHS)

To Co-Chairs Representatives Womble & Sutton and members of the Committec, good
afternoon. Thank you for this opportunity.

In Dec 2002, Governor Easley apologized to the victims of Noith Carolina’s Eugenic
Sterilization Program, after which he appointed a nine- member Study Committee. The
Committee’s Co-Chairs were Representative Larry Womble and former DHHS Secretary
Carmen Hooker Odom. :

The Committee met over the course of a few months and submitted its report to Governor
Easley in June 2003. The Committee’s report includes two sets of recommendations:
The first set of recommendations focuses on support for the Eugenics survivors. The
second set of recommendations focuses on system changes.

There are five key recommendations to support Eugenics Survivors:

1. Create a nonprofit foundation to assist with finding, veritying, and supporting
survivors of the eugenics sterilization program.

2. Conduct an outreach campaign to assist with finding survivors. The
recommendation outlines the key elements of the campaign including its approach
(news releases, public service announcements, billboards, etc.) and potential
partners to assist with this effort (including churches, civic organizations,
NAACP, urban league, disability groups, state/local agencies, health
professionals).

3. Establish a process to validate claims of sterilization. The recommendation called
for the DHHS to set up an expert panel to review each case. The three to five -
member panel should include representatives from the legal system, medical
providers and an ethicist. Once claims of sterilization are verified, survivors
would be eligible to receive available benefits.

4. The health care recommendation called for the DHHS to a) create a special fund
to provide health care for certified survivors with funds provided through a
special appropriation. b) explore the use of Medicaid and/or the state health plan
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to provide benefits, as well as building in medical carc for survivors in the ¢vent
of any Blue Cross/Blue Shield conversion.

5. The fifth recommendation for Eugenics survivors focuscs on education and
called for the University of North Carolina and the Community College System to
consider creating a program that allows survivors Lo receive free educational
benefits. Also consideration should be given to providing educational benefits to
caretakers of eugenic survivors ag a way to improve the lives of their extended
families.

Five recommendations from the Eugenics Committec identificd agency and system
changes needed to ensure that this program is never repeated in North Carolina:

1. NC Department of Public Instruction should include information about the
cugenics program in its history curriculum.

2. Department of Cultural Resources should investigate the creation of a “tangible”
memorial or “historical marker™ as a constant reminder of the Eugenics program
and the negative impact on our citizens.

3. The University and Community College systems should explore the creation of
endowed chairs or special scholarships to memorialize the program.

4. The Department of Health and Fluman Services will create an ethics program,
which include information on the Eugenics Board and require all DHHS
professionals take the course.

5. A seminar should be organized to talk about the program, hear from survivors and
discuss its implications in today’s world. The seminar should include
presentations from experts, including Dr. Johanna Schoen.
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‘Attachment 1

.
‘ : VISITOR REGISTRATION SHEET
House Select Committee on Compensation for Vietims of the Eugenics Sterilizatic
Program | Ll 2008
Name of Commiittee "Date”

VISITORS: PLEASE SIGN IN BELOW AND RETURN T

NAME FIRM OR AGENCY AND ADDRESS
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It's becoming a painful rite, A few of the
many people sterilized by the state travel
- ‘toRaleigh and tell their intensely personal
. stories to a group of strangers, in hopes
. that they'll finally get some measure of
#  compensation for all the hurt they've suf-

- this time, the politicians will hear them
v loud and clear.and finally fulfill North
Carolina’s responsibility to help them.

l:» "~ tonfor Victims of the Eugenics Steriliza-

> tion Program.” : o

} From 1929 through 1974, the state

[ii:.  ordered the sterilization of more than

,7,600.men, women and children in a ter-

- iTibly warped effort to better society. The
“program, based on the junk science of

i+ sterilized were black and poor, and the

.often questionable at best. Many were
judged “feebleminded,” often on the basis

I sterilized for no more reason than they

had premarital sex.

be calculated. Countless courtships and
marriages ended, leaving victims to lonely
~-anguish. There was untold physical and
.*- . mental pain. And:some of the victims
-/ might have given birth to children who
. might have helped change the state or
the nation for the good. C
Threugh its tinder-the-radar steriliza-

A ST IR e e e
© T IR AT T

IrTars

fered. The victims spoke again last week to
apanelof state legislators. Let’s hope that

. “Because of this surgery, 'm not who -
- 'm supposed to be, Mary English told the
House Select Committee on Compensa- -

‘eugenics, smacked of playing God. By -
' _the program’s end, most of those ordered
varied reasons for the operations were

of faulty intelligence testing. Others were.

The damage thi$ program caused can'’t -

tion program, our state rolled over lives -
" like a giant monster. The Journal finally -

_ AMedm General Newspaper K Executivie Bditor
§ 416420 North Marshal Street . KEN OTTERBOURG ~
: _ Winston-Salem, N.C. 27101 .- \ Managing Editor - .
3 . POUNDEDAPRIL 3, 1897 " LINDA C. BRINSON
;- . . " MICHAEL J. MILLER Editorial Page Editor =~
o ' President and Publisher - S
| .+ . Editorials
3. o

- Help These Victims

'expo'sed the program in 2002. Gov. Mike
Easley apologized on the staté’s behalf,

He appointed a committee to study com- )
pensation for the victims. In 2003, he ap- .
- proved the committee’s recommendations
that the victims receive health-care and -

education benefits, thata memorial be set
-up to them and that information about

“the program be included in the state’s

history curriculum.

But five years later, the state has made
only one big step for the victims: a travel-
ing exhibit to tell the story of the flawed -
program. Yet the victims need help, not

history.

- Rep. Larry Womble of Forsyth County, |

long the champion in the state legislature

for these victims, is a co-chairman of the -
committee studying compensation. He .
would like to see the.victims get financial °

* compensation, as much as'$50,000.each.
/It would be good if the state could give
that kind of money to those who made:it

through the nightmare. But as many as -

3,000 victims may still be alive, and the
state can’t afford a payout of $150 mil-
lion; . ' o '

Instead, Womble should concentrate
on getting the state to finally come through
‘with the health-care and education ben-
efits, the memorial and putting this painful
story in state history books in the hope

- that we'll never repeat it. o

Gov. Mike Easley, nowin his last daysin’ |

office, should push the legislature to take
these steps, even though he'll be gone as

the full body reconvenes next year. The -

new governor should push for help for the
victims as well. Compensation for them
is long overdue.. '

e —
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Attachment 3

_ 2003 NORTH CAROLINA :
EUGENICS STUDY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

Presented to:

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program

November 6, 2008

Legislative Bldg Room 1124/1224

Barbara Pullen-Smith, Director

Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities, Division of Public Health,
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)

To Co-Chairs Representatives Womble & Sutton and members of the Committee, good
afternoon. Thank you for this opportunity.

In Dec 2002, Governor Easley apologized to the victims of North Carolina’s Eugenic
Sterilization Program, after which he appointed a nine- member Study Committee. The
Committee’s Co-Chairs were Representative Larry Womble and former DHHS Secretary
Carmen Hooker Odom.

The Committee met over the course of a few months and submitted its report to Governor
Easley in June 2003. The Committee’s report includes two sets of recommendations:
The first set of recommendations focuses on support for the Eugenics survivors. The
second set of recommendations focuses on system changes.

There are five key recommendations to support Eugenics Survivors:

1. Create a nonprofit foundation to assist with finding, verifying, and supporting
survivors of the eugenics sterilization program.

2. Conduct an outreach campaign to assist with ﬁndmg survivors. The
recommendation outlines the key elements of the campaign including its approach
(news releases, public service announcements, billboards, etc.) and potential
partners to assist with this effort (including churches, civic organizations,
NAACP, urban league, disability groups, state/local agencies, health
professionals).

3. Establish a process to validate claims of sterilization. The recommendatlon called
for the DHHS to set up an expert panel to review each case. The three to five -
member panel should include representatives from the-legal system, medical
providers and an ethicist. Once claims of sterilization are verified, survivors
would be eligible to receive available benefits.

4. The health care recommendation called for the DHHS to a) create a special fund
to provide health care for certified survivors with funds provided through a
special appropriation. b) explore the use of Medicaid and/or the state health plan

2003 North Carolina Eugenics Study Committee Recommendations-Presentation by Barbara Pullen-Smith
Page 1 of 2
November 6, 2008
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to provide benefits, as well as building in medical care for survivors in the event
of any Blue Cross/Blue Shield conversion. :

5. The fifth recommendation for Eugenics survivors focuses on education and
called for the University of North Carolina and the Community College System to
consider creating a program that allows survivors to receive free educational
benefits. Also consideration should be given to providing educational benefits to
caretakers of eugenic survivors as a way to improve the lives of their extended
families.

Five recommendations from the Eugenics Committee identified agency and system
changes needed to ensure that this program is never repeated in North Carolina:

1. NC Department of Public Instruction should include information about the
eugenics program in its history curriculum.

2. Department of Cultural Resources should investigate the creation of a “tangible”
memorial or “historical marker” as a constant reminder of the Eugenics program
and the negative impact on our citizens.

3. The University and Community College systems should explore the creation of
endowed chairs or special scholarships to memorialize the program.

4. The Department of Health and Human Services will create an ethics program,
which include information on the Eugenics Board and require all DHHS
professionals take the course. '

5. A seminar should be organized to talk about the program, hear from survivors and
discuss its implications in today’s world. The seminar should include
presentations from experts, including Dr. Johanna Schoen.

- 2003 North Carolina Eugenics Study Committee Recommendations-Presentation by Barbara Pullen-Smith
Page 2 of 2
- November 6, 2008
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2003 NORTH CAROILINA
EUGENICS STUDY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS

Presented to:

House Sclect Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program

November 6, 2008

Legislative Bldg Room 1124/1224

Barbara Pullen-Smith, Dircctor

Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities, Division of Public Health,
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)

To Co-Chairs Representatives Womble & Sutton and members of the Committec, good
afternoon. Thank you for this opportunity.

In Dec 2002, Governor Easley apologized to the victims of North Carolina’s Eugenic
Sterilization Program, after which he appointed a nine- member Stud y Committee. The
Committee’s Co-Chairs were Representative Larry Womble and former DHHS Secretary
Carmen Hooker Odom.

The Committee met over the course of a few months and submitted its report to Governor
Easley in June 2003. The Committee’s report includes two sets of recommendations:
The first set of recommendations focuses on support for the Eugenics survivors, The
second set of recommendations focuses on system changes.

There are five key recommendations to support Eugenics Survivors:

I Create a nonprofit foundation to assist with finding, veritying, and supporting
survivors of the eugenics sterilization program.

2. Conduct an outreach campaign to assist with finding survivors. The
recommendation outlines the key elements of the campaign including its approach
(news releases, public service announcements, billboards, etc.) and potential
partners to assist with this effort (including churches, civic organizations,
NAACP, urban league, disability groups, state/local agencies, health
professionals).

3. Establish a process to validate claims of sterilization. The recommendation called
for the DHHS to set up an expert panel to review each case. The three to five -
member panel should include representatives from the legal system, medical
providers and an ethicist. Once claims of sterilization arc verified, survivors
would be eligible to receive available benefits.

4. The health care recommendation called for the DHHS to a) create a special fund
to provide health care for certified survivors with funds provided through a
special appropriation. b) explore the use of Medicaid and/or the state health plan

2003 North Carolina Eugenics Study Committee Recommendations-Presentation by Barbara Pullen-Smith
Page 1 of2
November 6, 2008
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to provide benefits, as well as building in medical care for survivors in the cvent
of any Blue Cross/Blue Shield conversion,

5. The fifth recommendation for Eugenics survivors focuses on cducation and
called for the University of North Caroling and the Community College System o
consider creating a program that allows survivors (o receive frec educational
benelits. Also consideration should be given to providing educational benclits (o
carctakers of cugenic survivors as a way to improve the lives of their extended
families.

Five recommendations from the Eugenics Committee identificd agency and system
changes neceded to ensure that this program is never repeated in North Carolina:

1. NC Department of Public Instruction should include information about the
eugenics program in its history curriculum,

2. Department of Cultural Resources should investigate the creation of a “tangible”
memorial or “historical marker™ as a con\laMrcnnnclu of the Eugenics program
and the negative impact on our citizens.

The University and Community College systems should explore the creation of
endowed chairs or special scholarships to memorialize the program.

(9%

4. The Department of Health and Human Services will create an ethics program,
which include information on the Fugenics Board and require all DHIHS
professionals take the course. - .

5. A seminar should be organized to talk about the program, hear from survivors and
discuss its implications in today’s world. The seminar should include
presentations from experts, including Dr. Johanna Schoen.

2003 North Carolina Eugenics Study Committee Recommendations-Presentation by Barbara Pullen-Smith
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Dorothy McLean (Rep. Womble)

. From: Karon Hardy (Rep. Bryant)
Sent:  Wednesday, November 12, 2008 3:34 PM
Subject: Meeting Notice 11-18-08

CORRECTED NOTICE WITH TIME

NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE -
LEGISLATIVE BUILDING
RALEIGH NC 27601

November 7, 2008

MEMORANDUM

. TO: Members of the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of  the Eugenics
Sterilization Program

FROM: Rep. Ron Sutton, Co-Chair
Rep. Larry Womble, Co-Chair

SUBJECT:  Meeting Notice

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program will meet on
the following date:

DAY: Tuesday
DATE: November 18, 2008
TIME: 10:00 am

LOCATION: Room 1124, Legislative Building

If you have any questions concerning this meeting, please contact Dorothy McLean, Committee Assistant, at
(919) 733-5777 or email womblela@ncleg.net. 1f you cannot attend, please contact Karon Hardy, Committee
Clerk, at (919) 733-5878 or email bryantla@ncleg.net.

Posted: November 7, 2008

. cc: Committee Record X

Interested Parties X

11/17/2008



a House Select Committee on

y Commite
o Age Compensation for Victims

II.

IIL.

IV.

VL

of the Eugenics Sterilization
- Program

Tuesday, November 18, 2008
10:00 a.m.
Legislative Building
Room 1124/1224

Welcome and Introductions
Representative Larry Womble, Cochair
Representative Ron Sutton, Cochair

Review and Approval of Minutes

geni

Next Steps

Dr. Johanna Schoen, Associate Professor. of History and Women's Studies, University of Iowa

Committee Discussion

Adjourn

Next Meeting:
Thursday, December 4, 2008



MINUTES

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE
EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM
November 18, 2008
Room, Legislative Office Building
Representative Ron Sutton, Presiding
Representative Larry Womble

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program met on Tuesday, November 18, 2008 in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building.

. Co-Chair Sutton called the meeting to order at 1:10pm. He welcomed the guests, the
staff and the Sergeant-at-Arms: Carlton Adams and James Worth. He stated the purpose
of the meeting would be devoted to suggestions, ideas and recommendations regarding
the sterilization program that existed in North Carolina. All Committee members were
present. The original Visitor Registration sheet is attached to these minutes. (See
Attachment 1).

Co-Chair Sutton recognized Rep. Worﬂble Rep. Womble shared that a letter from one of
the victims, Nial Ramirez, was submitted for the committee’s mformatwn (See
Attachment 2).

Dr. Johanna Schoen :
Dr. Schoen gave facts about how the sterilization program operated during the perlod of
1929-1975. During that time the Eugenics Board was made up of 5 members. She also
gave issues surrounding the legacy of the Eugenics program. North Carolina, (NC) was
one of many states in the nation that authorized sterilization under the welfare program.
NC was the only state that allowed for social workers to petition for sterilization for their
cases. She gave statistics of those NC men and women sterilized as well as a comparison
with North Carolina and Sweden. She briefly outlined the mental repercussions of those
that were sterilized as a result of being rape victims, etc. Lastly, she gave several
recommendations of various low cost items that could be considered as compensation for
the survivors.

Chairman Sutton opened the floor up for questions from the committee and guests.
Dempsey Benton, Secretary for the Department of Health and Human Services was
recognized and welcomed to the meeting. He stated that he was there to learn at this time
more about the Eugenics Sterilization.

Committee Discussion

Rep. Alexander asked about how other states were dealing with issues such as curbing
spending and reaching out to those who were pregnant during the years NC was -
admmlstermg its eugenics program.



Dr. Schoen stated that we are dealing with different time periods - abortion was illegal
and the birth control had not yet been invented.

Rep. Alexander followed up with a-question about inmates and prison?

Dr. Schoen clarified that she was referring to inmates in mental institutions some because
of mental retardation and some because of mental illness.

Rep. Parmon has spoken with a sterilization survivor who was not a part of the program.
She wanted to know if there were statistics on the number of people who may have fell
into this same category.

Dr. Schoen knew they had existed but was not sure of the numbers involved.
Co-Chair Sutton wanted to know of the cases reviewed what percentages of those

appeared to be for convenience or a burdened on society were sterilized compared to
. those that were genuinely mentally incapacitated? :

Dr. Scheon stated that there were a couple hundred of the 7,000 that existed. Some were

well functioning but a financial burden. Many parents thought their teenagers were an
inconvenience and agreed to have them sterilized.

Co-Chair Sutton based on the data in the archives is this the final history of these
records?

Dr. Schoen replied yes.

Rep. Parmon wanted to know if it was specified in the data how many people were
- married and if there was a definition of feeblemindedness in the records.

Dr. Schoen stated yes the data did show such information. The victims who scored 70
~ and below on an IQ test were considered feebleminded?.

Rep. Hughes asked if the numerical data showed how many women were victims of rape
or incest. ' :

Dr. Schoen stated that those records can be counted, however the majority were minors.

Co-Chair Sutton asked if there were statistics of younger males sterilized then older
males and vise verse?

Dr. Schoen stated that 16% of the men were sterilized at Caswell Training School. Most

men were. sterilized as teenagers. However she did not specifically know the age -

breakdown for the men.
Co-Chair opened the floor for comments and questions from the public.
Jeffrey J. Crow

Mr. Crow is the Deputy Secretary of Archives for the History of the Department of
Cultural Resources. He made comments regarding the Highway Historical marker. He




committed his Research Branch to work with the nghway Historical Marker committee
to propose a marker for this program. He also spoke on the storage of the records,
making them available to researchers and how they can be maintained. Currently the
records are a part of the Department of Health and Human Services.

Co-Chair Sutton asked about the protection of the records?

Mr. Crow stated that the records are under lock and key - 1663 Carolina Charter. They
can last hundreds of years. He also stated that records could be adapted through
digitization. '

Co-Chair Sutton wanted to know how long it would take for them to get the committee a
timeframe, manpower and funding required digitizing the records?

Mr. J.R. Langford, Jr., with the Department of Cultural Resources stated that a proposal
will be done by the December 4, 2008 (the next meeting) by his department.

Dr. Schoen stated that one could investigate getting grant money that funds preserving of
records.

Rep. Womble suggested that the records stay with the Department of Health and Human
Services. _

Co-Chair Sutton asked for approval of the minutes from the November 6, 2008 vmeeting.
Rep. Parmon motioned to approve the minutes and the motion was carried unanimously.

~ Rep. Womble asked ‘a question regarding the procedure one would follow to find out if
they were sterilized on this program and who is the person they should contact?

Mr. Langford suggested they write a letter to state archives.

Dr. Schoen suggested a database of the records be built first, because some victims may
not know the exact date of their procedure.

Sharnese Ransome of the Department of Health and Human Seryices will commit to
building the database and partnering with Mr. J eff Crow to establish who will maintain a
list by the Dec. 4™ meeting.

Co-Chair Sutton opened the floor up for discussion on the compensation suggestions
made by Dr. Schoen. All the suggestions were received and agreed upon.

Co-Chair Sutton expressed concerned about ethical training and that everyone who needs -
it get it should have it. He also doesn’t want any victims embarrassed by the state who
do not want to come forth, to be embarrassed by the state.

Rep. Alexander asked about a case study being put together for training which will help
numerous organizations who are involved in helping people, i.e. as a curriculum.



Sharnese Ransome suggested that the training should be set up at all levels, state and
‘local.

Rep. Parmon reminded the Committee that one of the purposes the Committee was
established was to consider monetary compensation for the survivors. She also requested
that the Staff bring information back to assist with coming up with an amount that could
be given to the victims.

Co-Chair Sutton said that he has heard victims being compared to innocent people who
are locked away in prison and were compensated. He stated that the victims and prisoners
are on different levels, the prisoners are on a higher level.

Rep. Parmon shared that she too has heard other views regarding individuals not reaching
the potential of what they could have been because they were “fixed”.

Co-Chair Sutton asked the staff to bring recommendations to the December 4™ meeting -
a recommendation on the monetary side, taking other states into consideration, which will
give the committee something to work with.

Rep. Hughes shared the same concern regarding monetary compensation. She said that
stress was very hard to measure. She requested the staff to take a look at the behavioral
situations compared with other states that are difficult to measure.

Rep. Alexander does not feel the Committee can come up with enough money.

Co-Chair Sutton stated if the monetary figure is too high that it will be “dead on arrival”.
Rep. Womble quoted one of the victims as saying, “There is not enough to compensate
her for what has happened, but something needs to be done”. He agreed that too much

can kill the bill but too little does not it does not make a difference.

Co-Chair Sutton adjourned th

RespectfullySubmitted;

Represeﬁ{ tive Ron Sutton

Md%mm)f@dm./

orothy McL@an Committee Assistant

ting at 2:50 pm.

Karon Hardy, Committee




Attachment 2

November 18, 2008
RE: Nial Ramirez / Reparations
Dear Represeﬁtative Womble;

I wanted to take this time to thank you for your diligence in righting the wrong that was
done to so many people including my mother. My mother and I both appreciate you very
much. ‘

[ wanted to write this letter to let you and anyone else who is interested know how I feel
about what has happened and how it has affected my mother and what should be done for

her.

My mother is very good with children. She loves them and they know it and they love

“her back. She is her best when she is taking care of children. She was deprived from
having anymore children by people who saw her as nothing more than a sickness to
society and they had a cure for it.

My mother was only 17 when she was harassed by representatives from the Department
of Human Services. That’s a joke because my mother is human but she was treated like

an animal. She was spaded or neutered without a thought for her well being. I can’t

even imagine what she felt. To be treated like that with no one on her side to tell her,

“It’s not you!”, “It’s not your fault.” “What was done to you was wrong.” Rep. Womble .
you made that happen when you put light on,the whole situation, first by removing the

law that was still on the law books and then the Governor of the state of North Carolina
acknowledging that a wrong was done.

My mother had to be strong to live through something like that and not crack mentally or
just give up on life altogether. But she didn’t give up. She saw an opportunity to make a
better life for herself and her child which was and still is her unalienable right according
to the Declaration of Independence.

My mother was working has a caretaker for an elderly man when a couple came to the
house with an offer to work as a house keeper in New York. She was smart enough to
know an opportunity when she saw one. But the Eugenics board justified sterilizing my
mother by saying she was feeble minded. My mother knew she could not stay in a state
that would allow what was done to her and thousands of others and no one hada
conscious enough to speak up about the wrong that was being done to citizens of the
United States of America. My mother also knew she did not want her daughter to be
subject to this type of treatment. So she left North Carolina. Thank God.



I know some of the thoughts that my mother has now about the sterilization that was
performed on her because we have talked about it some. The memories are very painful
and have left her with feelings of inadequacies which hurt me too.

Another thing that hurts me is the fact that when w_é are asked to join you in North
Carolina for events to help push this movement forward, when we get back home my
mother doesn’t feel hopeful, she just feels that she is still not enough.

The press run after emotions so if my mother is not crying hysterically or showing some
type of anguish then apparently she is over it and there is no need to go any further.

My answer to that is: how long should my mother cry to make people understand that
what was done to her and to the rest of the survivors should incite the same rage in others
as the Holocaust. These people were picked out by a group of people who felt they were
superior and they had the cure: Keep them from producing after their kind.

These people (the Survivors) should not have to prove what was done to them was
wrong. It was! It violated not only their civil rights but their God given rights, rights
spoken about in the Declaration of Independence.

“We hold these truths to-be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights that among these are Llfe
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

The government was instituted among Men getting their powers from us, the people who
were governed. My mother was one of the governed.

The government became destructive towards my mother and people whom the Eugenics
Board deemed were cluttering up human society and decided to take away their right to
the pursuit of happiness.

When my mother was ready to marry she wanted to have more children with her spouse
she did not find out that the surgery that was performed on her was irreversible until she
was in her thirty’s. My mother felt betrayed. She also felt less then a woman.

So, What dollar amount can you put on someone’s suffering? There could never be
enough money given to the Survivors to make up for the wrong that was done to them but
they do deserve to be compensated.

My mother had to retire early due to an injury and for her medical insurance she has .
Medicare which only pays 80% of all procedures or medical bills. That leaves my
mother with 20% to pay on her own. She is on a fixed income. My mother is not yet 65
so she is not eligible for any affordable supplemental medical coverage. She recently had
to have Cataract surgery in both eyes. She owes the doctor who performed the surgery
$300 more dollars and he will not see her again until she pays. She has to constantly
change doctors because when her bill gets to high the doctors will not see her until the



bill is paid in full. My mother would like to have the Gastric Bypass surgery to help her
get some of the weight off and help her with her other medical needs, she has asthma,
degenerative bone disease and hypertension. Medicare will not pay for this surgery that
could help save my mother’s life.

Any money my mother gets will not end her pain from what was done to her but it will
end her day to day worry over not being able to go to the doctor because she owes them
money. It will ease her living and allow her to pursue happiness.

My mother was harassed on a daily basis by people who were given authority to do so. A
teenager having to make such a huge decision with no guidance or support from anyone.
She was told her brothers and sisters would starve and have no where to live if she did
not have the surgery. She felt it was because of her that the spotlight was on her entire
family. So, my mother agreed to the surgery, she signed on the dotted line and was
assured the surgery was reversible and her younger brothers and sisters would be safe.

No, a monetary settlement will not turn time back and make everything go away but it
will help her present and future. It will make her life and the lives of all the other
Survivors easier.

My mother would be able to get medical attention and not have to worry about the bill
causing her to leave another doctor she is comfortable with because she can’t afford to
pay. No, a monetary settlement will not ease my mother or the rest of the survivor’s
internal pain but it will ease their living.

Think about this: What if it were your mother, grandmother, aunt or uncle, someone you
loved. What would you do? What would you want for them?

Sincerely,

Deborah Chesson
Daughter of a Survivor
Nial Ramirez

(404) 403-1279
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
COMMITTEL MEETING NOTICE
LEGISLATIVE BUILDING

RALEIGH NC 27601

November 18, 2008

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of
‘the Eugenics Sterilization Program

FROM: Rep. Larry Womble, Co-Chair
Rep. Ron Shttoh, Co-chair
SUBJECT:  Meeting Notice

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program will meet on the following date:

DAY: Thursday
DATE: December 4, 2008
TIME: 1:00 pm

LOCATION: Room 1124, Legislative Building

If you have any questions concerning this meeting, please contact Dorothy McLean,
Committee Assistant, at (919) 733-5777 or email womblela@ncleg.net. If you cannot
attend, please contact Karon Hardy, Committee Clerk, at (919) 733-5878 or email

bryvantla@ncleg.net.

Posted: November 20, 2008
cc: Committee Record X ’ N

Interested Parties X



da House Select Committee on
® Age Compensation for Victims
of the Eugenics Sterilization

Program

Thursday, December 4, 2008
1:00 p.m.
Legislative Building
Room 1124/1224

I Welcome and Introductions
Representative Larry Womble, Cochair
Representative Ron Sutton, Cochair

II. Review and Approval of Minutes

III. Draft Final Report with Committee Recommendations
‘ Mr. Ben Popkin, Staff Attorney, Research Division

IV. Committee Discussion

V. Adjourn



MINUTES

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE
4 EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM
December 4, 2008
Room 1124, Legislative Building
Representative Larry Womble, Co-Chair -Presiding
Representative Ron Sutton, Co-Chair

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program met on Thuisday, December 4, 2008 in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building.

Co-Chair Larry Womble opened the meeting at 1:00pm. He welcomed the guests, the
staff and the Sergeant-at-Arms: Fred Hines, Reggie Seals and David Sharon. The
Committee members, Staff and Legislative Assistants introduced themselves The
original Visitor Registration Sheet is attached. (Attachment 1).

The following members attended the meeting: Representatives Ron Sutton, Co-Chair,
Martha Alexander, Sandra Spaulding-Hughes, James Langdon, Earline Parmon, Ruth
Samuelson, and Michael Wray. Co-Chair Womble asked everyone to review the
minutes. Rep. Alexander stated that there was an error in the minutes. The minutes
stated that all committee members were in attendance; Rep. Samuelson and Rep Stiller
were absent.

Rep. Parmon made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections by Rep. Alexander.
Rep. Langdon second and the motion carried unanimously.

Co-Chair Womble referred everyone to an article that was written in the Winston Salem
Journal on Sunday, November 16, 2008. (See Attachment 2). He stated that the purpose
of the meeting was for the Committee to vote on suggested compensation for the victims. .

Mr. Popkin Popkin, Research Staff
Mr. Popkin gave a 2 detailed report on recommendations and two proposed bill drafts. (See
Attachment 3).

Rep. Parmon thanked the staff for their hard work and suggested the Committee move
that the recommendations be drafted into legislation and be voted on by the General
Assembly.

Rep. Sutton asked whether the curriculum would start with kindergarten age children.
Mr. Popkin referred the question to the State Board of Education, Dr. Rebecca Garland.

Dr. Rebecca Garland, Executive Director for Department of Public Instruction
She stated that there were three areas where this curriculum could be placed in Social
Studies: (See Attachment 4).

1. Eighth grade -NC history and Life in NC divided into 3 time frames.
2. Eleventh grade - US History and how society have changed
3. High School - Civics
Rep. Sutton asked if it would be better if the curriculum would be designed for 8" grade
and older.




Dr. Garland said that if it is left at the discretion of the State Board of Education the
Board can decide where it is developmentally appropriate. If a directive comes from the
General Assembly it will go into the curriculum, where directed by the General
Assembly.

Mr. Popkin referenced the provision in the proposed legislation that is specific to this
recommendation. (See Attachment 3, Page 14, Section 3).

Dr. Garland agreed with the language as is currently stated in the legislation.

Rep. Alexander asked about a way to publicize the program and what the committee is
doing.

Mr. Popkin stated that there is no specific recommendation about publicity in the
legislation. '

Rep. Alexander asked if recommendation 7 on the training module preclude anyone else
having access to that information once it’s developed.

Mr. Popkin stated, no, the information is quite broad in scope.

Rep. Samuelson asked about the dates on the bill drafts? On page 13, line 24 would there
need to be some qualification by date because of health Mr. Popkin fits?

Mr. Popkin responded it is proposed that the Department of Public Health and Human
Services look at their options and give a proposal.

Rep. Samuelson stated that the education is broad and who will decide where each of
these is limited.

Mr. Popkin stated that the General Assembly can provide unfunded mandates. Regarding
the historical marker? The representatives had proceeded with that and had a cost with
that.

Rep. Samuelson wanted clarification on the monetary compensation. (See Attachment 3,
page 10, Sec. 1E and Sec. 3).

Mr. Popkin referred Rep. Samuelson’s question to Mrs. Mrs. Bush Bush.

Mrs. Melanie Bush, Fiscal Research Staff
Mrs. Bush presented various options detailing dollar amounts and participation numbers.
(See Attachment 5). The estimate was laid out for 2800 survivors with a compensation
range from $10,000-$20,000. She used Sweden as an example and comparison because
this was compensation as an apology and due compensation review as a nation.

Rep. Samuelson asked how did Fiscal come up with the $20,000.00 figure.
Mrs. Bush stated that $20,000 was picked because that is the number Sweden used.
Rep. Samuelson asked a question about the non-reverting monies.

Mrs. Bush stated there would be sufficient funds, then it would revert back to the general
fund.

Rep. Sutton suggested the committee go out 4 years to give everyone an opportunity to
come forward to make sure it doesn’t revert until the end of the 4 years.

Mrs. Bush stated that the monies would have to be appropriated now to not get reverted.



Rep. Alexander asked how did fiscal research come up with the number 924.

Mrs. Bush stated that in 1974 if the youngest person in the program was 14 years old they
would be 58 years old or older now. It is an arbitrary number based on some people may
be dead, or not come forth or not well.

Rep. Samuelson asked about compensation for mental health, how it fits in and if the
survivors could use the $20,000 to cover their mental health needs.

Rep. Alexander felt that there should not be a cap put on counseling in terms of how long
may need it or have it. She suggested this be left up to DHHS to explore options and
bring their recommendations back.

Rep. Sutton suggested that mental health be left in the bill because it is tangible.

Rep. Womble and Rep. Parmon concurred with Rep. Sutton. Rep. Womble asked if there
was a consensus to leave mental health Mr. Popkin fits in the bill. Everyone agreed.

Rep. Womble requested that the monies go out to 5 years instead of 4.

Co-Chair Sutton asked a question about the percentage of blacks versus whites that were
sterilized. He requested that the bill reflect the overall numbers.

Mr. Popkin explained that early in the life of the program, most victims were white. More
blacks were sterilized over time. He will add another “whereas” (See Attachment 3,
Page 13, line 9).

Rep. Hughes asked a question about the education component.

Mr. Popkin stated as it stands it is written as a direction to the Board to develop the
curriculum as they see fit. The committee can request that they report back to the GA
prior to implementation.

Rep. Sutton stated that they could report back to Education Oversight.

Rep. Parmon asked a question about media coverage. She referenced the
recommendations sheet. (See Minutes of Nov. 7, 2008. Attachment 3, number 2).

Rep. Sutton suggested that the Committee does not micro-manage this process.

Mr. Popkin stated that a he would add additional subsection as Section 1B, on page 13 to
include Outreach.

Rep. Parmon asked that staff look at a fiscal note and how the department would handle
it.

Mr. Popkin would add a section with similar language as 1A to direct the department to
explore options and develop a proposal and report back. This would be Section 1D, on
page 13.

Rep. Alexander asked if something was needed in the bill asking the agencies to report
back so that the General Assembly will know that the work is done.

Comments by Guests
Ms. Julia Leggett, Arc of North Carolina, requested that when the language is re-written
regarding the breakdown of survivors she would like the percentages of people who were




affected by the program to include mental illness and those with developmental
disabilities.

Dr. Jeff Crow, Deputy Secretary of Archives for the Department of Cultural Resources,
reported that they have drafted an application for the highway historical marker for the

Eugenics program. It will be presented to the NC Historical Highway Program committee
on December 16, 2008.

Dick Langford, State Archivist, reportéd on the cost of having the eugenics records and
the database prepared as the committee requested. It is estimated at $28,000.00. He also
referenced the proposed legislation (See Attachment 3, page 13, line 34).

Mr. Popkin referred to his conversation with Dr. Johanna Schoen regarding how to
develop an accurate and complete database.

Rep. Samuelson asked about Recommendations 2 and 8. She understood it to be 2
separate things for 2 separate causes.

Mr. Popkin stated Rep. Samuelson’s understanding was correct.
Mr. Langford expounded on the database process.

Rep. Sutton stated that all the money that is needed should be put in the bill now and if
any is needed to be taken out, it will be.

Rep. Parmon reminded the committee to look for grant money for the database.

Co-Chair Womble asked if there should be any changes to the draft. Rep. Parmon and
Rep. Womble asked about the list that DHHS committed to establish regarding the
database.

Ms. Sharnese Ransome was recognized and told the Committee of an existing program
that they have had in place since 2004. Individuals have called in for the past 4 years to
give their name and information. The survivors will be able to call the care-line, a 800
number, as well as a TTY number to get their name on the list for verification. She
expounded on the findings of the records in the archives. They will move forward on
verifying the 55 names of those who have come forth.

Rep. Parmon and Rep. Samuelson thanked the staff for their efforts in doing such
extensive research.

He thanked the three speakers for coming and stated that the next meeting is scheduled
for Dec. 18™ at 1:00pm. With there being no further business before the Committee, the
meeting was adjourned.

Respecgglly Submittﬁ : é
Representgtive I/arry Wombl

W ¢ ﬁf—«/n/
}% cLéan :meittee Assistant

Karof Hardy, Committee Ass(sfant
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WINSTON-SALEM JOURNA

Deliver on promise to he

illis Lynch says he was sterll-
ized by the state when was 14
. and living at the Caswell train-
ing school in Kinston. :

“I remember getting up the next
day. Yoah, | was
hurting,” Lynch,
now 75, told me
last week from his
Warren County
howme. “1 didn't
know what was
roing on. It's Just
ike cutting on a
hog, They do a hog
that way, you know
what 1 moan”

‘Twenty yoars
after Lynch undeywent his oporation,
Elabne Riddick was also sterilized by the
slate when she was 14. Hor operation

ELAINE DDICK

happened in 1968 1y an lidonton hospi- -

{ad, where she'd Just given birth to a son.
“Phe patn ts always thive,” she sald from
har Georgl homee, :
tynch Is white und Iiddick ts black,
Whut they shave, along with so many of

the more than 7,600
victims of North Caro-
lina's sterilization pro-
gram, Is that thoy were
poor people who were
ey _u__e_“._w__ into a__ﬁ:__s:.
: tlon by an undor-the-
John BALEY g _«_..ﬁ:_:.. based
: _onthejunksclonce of
cugenics, that lasted from 1929 through
1974,

Men, women and children were
sterflived, often afier being dotertmined
to be “feeble-minded” on the basis of
fndly Intelligence tosting,

Othors woro sterilized for no more
renson than they had premarital sex.
Misgulded hellevors in the program
thought that were “bettering” saclety.

Now, aftar yoars of prodding by this
nowspapar and stole Rep. Larry Womble
of Forsyth County, the state finally imay
he getting clown to hitping the surviving
victims of this progrom,

Hive years ugo, ufior u Journal tonm
that t was part of revealest the workings
of the state sterlizatlon program, Gov.
Mike Buslay approved a combiiee’s

-recommendations

oy
that the storlliza-

health-care and
education benefits,
that a memorial he
set up (o them and
that information
about the steriliza-
tion victims be in-
cluded in the state’s
history currfeulnm,

About the only thing the state has
done s crente o teaveling history exhibit,
even ag the sterflization victims are suf-
fering and dylng off, ,

Li. Gov. Bov Perdue, who won elec-
tlon Nov. 4 a the state’s next Kgavernaor,
orght o lend the way In finally deliver-
g holp to those victing, Mhere’s reason
(o belivve that ghe will,

Assha ron for the Domocende nomi-
natlon for governog, Pardue promisod
0 :...:.E:..E compensate the vietms
through o foundation, and indlcatod
that sho wanted to make the healih-caro
wd education benefits o rendity. Now,

OEV PERDUE

tlon victims recoive

Womble and others on a state House
committee are studying compensation
and benefits for the victims.

North Caroling nisy not be ahle to af-
ford financial compensation, although
itwould cortainly “5 justificd. But the
state bas a moral obligation to finally de-
liver on the other benefits, t should also
putup thut memoyial to the victims, and
gel thelr stories (ol in its history books,
lost the &tate ever veer into playing God
again. Whether the originators thought
the program wonld “hotter society” by
crentlig a purer strain of humanity or by
cutting wellare costs, the program was
anightmare from the start.

As just one part of that colossal night-
mare, try lo imagine what Willis Lynch
and many other youth went throngh at
state troining schools, ol least one of
which made sterillzation u conditton
of release. “Noue of the inmates of Cas-
woll ‘Trainling School showdsd bo released
bofoei belng sterilized, sxeept in o fow
Inattineas where normat childron have
boon commitied throngh eror” aceord-
Ing to ihe 19465-36 biennial roport from
the state cugenles hoard,

Ip the victims of sterilization

.-~ Almost 600 sterilization operations
-weie done on'résidents of the Caswell
trajning school fron: 1929 to 1968.

“It’s always been on the back of my
mind why this happener to me, as good
as 1 love kids,” said Lynch, a retired
handyman. .

- For many of the victims of this pro-
gram, the pain is never-ending. The
least the state can do s try to ease some
of that pain through health-care and
education benefits. “It’s time for them
to start doing what they said they were
going to do," Riddick said. “I'm what,
54 yearg old. This happened to me 40
yeurs ago.”

As the state’s first woman gover-
nor; Bev Perdue should show the rest
of the world that North Carolina really
is a progressive place by dellvering the
help that this state hias long owed these
victimg. Nerth Carolinu won't ever leave
this dork chapter behind until that hap-
pens, :

B John Rulley writes editorials for the
Joumnal, Hle can be reachad at ralley@
Sa_c..:_a.eo-:..

i
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TRANSMITTAL LETTER

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics
- Sterilization Program respectfully submits the following report.

Representative Larry Womble ’ Representative Ronnie Sutton
Co-Chait Co-Chair
House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization _ ‘

Program , : Page 2



Office of Speaker Joe Hackney -
North Carolina House of Representatives
- Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1096

| HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE
EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM

TO THE HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE
NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

‘Section 1. The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the
Eugenics Sterilization Program (hereinafter "Committee") is established by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives pursuant to G.S. 120-19.6(al) and Rule 26(a)
of the Rules of the House of Representatives of the 2007 General Assembly.

Section 2. The Committee consists of the nine members listed below, -
appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. Members serve at the
pleasure of the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The Speaker of the House
of Representatives may dissolve the Committee at any time.

Representative Ron Sutton, Co-Chair
Representative Larry Womble, Co-Chair
Representative Martha B. Alexander
Representative Sandra Spaulding Hughes
Representative James H. Langdon
Representative Earline W. Parmon
Representative Ruth Samuelson
Representative Bonner L. Stiller
Representative Michael H. Wray

Section 3. The Committee shall study a proposal to compensate persons

- who, as a result of the Eugenics sterilization program in this State, were sterilized

between the years 1929 and 1975. The study shall include a proposed process for

evaluating claims, an equitable amount of compensation and such other matters as

the Committee deems necessary. The Committee shall estimate the cost of providing

health care, counseling, and educational assistance required as a result of
sterilization under the State's Eugenics sterilization program.

- House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program , Page 3



“Section 4. The Committee shall meet upon the call of its Chair. A quorum of
the Committee shall be a majority of its members.

Section 5. The Committee, while in the discharge of its official duties, may
exercise all powers provided for under G.S. 120-19 and Article 5A of Chapter 120 of
the General Statutes.

Section 6. Members of the Committee shall receive per diem, subsistence,
and travel allowance as provided in G.S. 120-3.1.

Ll

Section 7. The expenses of the Committee including per diem, subsistence,
travel allowances for Committee members, and contracts for professional or
consultant services shall be paid upon the written approval of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives pursuant to G.S. 120-32.02(c) and G.S. 120-35 from funds
available to the House of Representatives for its operations. Individual expenses of
$5,000 or less, mcludmg per diem, travel, and subsistence expenses of members of
the Committee, and clerical expenses shall be paid upon the authorization of the
Chair of the Committee. Individual expenses in excess of $5,000 shall be paid upon
the written approval of the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Section 8. The Legislative Services Officer shall assign professional and
clerical staff to assist the Committee in its work. The Director of Legislative
Assistants of the House of Representatives shall assign clerical support staff to the
Committee. _ ‘

Section 9. The Committee may meet at various locations around the State in
order to promote greater public participation in its deliberations.

Section 10. The Committee shall submit a final report on the results of its
study, including any proposed legislation, to the members of the House of
Representatives on or before December 31, 2008, by filing the final report with the -
Office of the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the House Principal Clerk,
and the Legislative Library. The Committee terminates on December 31, 2008, or
upon the filing of its final report, whichever occurs first. -

Effectivé this 21t day of August 2008.

..... b

Joe Hackney
Speaker

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization ' ‘
. Program Page 4



COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics
Sterilization Program met five times from October 9, 2008 until December 4, 2008.

October 9, 2008

The first meeting of the Committee took place on Thursdéy, October 9, 2008 at 1:00 p.m.
in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building. Representative Womble, Co-chair of the
Committee welcomed Committee members, Committee staff, and members of the public.

~ Mr. Will Polk, General Counsel to Lieutenant. Governor’s Office was invited to address

the Committee and he offered the Lieutenant Governor's assistance in the development of
the recommendations. The Committee heard presentations from Mr. Benjamin Popkin,
staff attorney with the Research Division, who discussed the history and operations of the
North Carolina State Eugenics Sterilization Program; and Ms. Barbara Pullen-Smith,
Director of the Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities who discussed the
recommendations of the Governor's 2003 Eugenics Study Committee.

October 23, 2008

The second meeting of the Committee took place on Thursday, October 23, 2008 at 1:00
p.m. in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building. Representative Sutton, Co-chair of the

. Committee, welcomed Committee members, Committee staff, and members of the

public.’

The Committee heard personal testimonies from three Eugenics Survivors: Ms. Mary
English of Fayetteville, North Carolina; Ms. Elaine Riddick of Georgia, and Mr. Willis
Lynch of Littleton, North Carolina.. Mr. Tony Riddick, son of Ms. Elaine Riddick also
gave testimony of growing up as the son of a Eugenics survivor.

‘November 6, 2008

The third meeting of the Committee took place on Thursday, November 6, 2008 at 1:00
p-m. in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building. Representative Womble, Co-chair of the
Committee welcomed Committee members, Committee staff, and members of the public.

The Committee heard presentations from Ms. Pullen-Smith, Director of the Office of
Minority Health and Health Disparities, who discussed the recommendations of the
Governor's 2003 Eugenics Study Committee, as well as the status of each
recommendation; and Ms. Melanie Bush staff member of the Fiscal Reséarch Division,
who discussed compensation packages for Eugenics survivors in other countries, as well
as possible compensation options for North Carolina to consider.

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program Page 5



November 18, 2008

The fourth meeting of the Committee took place on Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at ‘
10:00 a.m. in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building. Representative Sutton, Co-chair of

the Committee, welcomed Committee members, Committee staff, and members of the

public.

The Committee heard a presentation from Dr. Johanna Schoen, Associate Professor of
History and Women's Studies at the University of [owa. Dr. Schoen's presentation was
entitled The North Carolina Eugenics Sterilization Program—Review and Next Steps.

" Dr. Schoen discussed the history of the Eugenics program in the state of North Carolina
and proposed 7 low-cost retribution ideas for the Committee to consider.

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization .
- Program ‘ Page 6



RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR
VICTIMS OF THE EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM

Co-chairs:
"Representative Larry Womble
Representative Ronnie Sutton

RECOMMENDATION 1: MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING BENEFITS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program recommends that the General Assembly enact legislation to create a Eugenics
Survivors Assistance Program to provide mental health benefits to all remaining survivors of
the North Carolina State Eugenics Sterilization Program.

RECOMMENDATION 2: DATABASE OF EUGENICS PROGRAM
RECORDS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program recommends that the General Assembly enact legislation to direct the Department
of Health and Human Setvices to immediately establish a database to store and access all
relevant data from the records of the State Eugenics Program currently housed in the State
Archives. ’

RECOMMENDATION 3: VERIFY STATUS OF SELF-IDENTIFIED
SURVIVORS ,

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Stetilization
Program recommends that the General Assembly enact legislation to direct the Department
of Health and Human Services to immediately verify the status of individuals who have
contacted the Office of Minority Health, DHHS, during the course of the past several years
and require DHHS to verify these individuals' status as State Eugenics Program patticipants
or not and repott their findings to the individuals as soon as possible.

RECOMMENDATION 4: HISTORICAL MARKER

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program recommends that the Department of Cultural Resources design and place a
historical marker detailing the North Carolina Eugenics Sterilization Progtam in an
appropriate location in Raleigh.

House Select Commm‘ee on Compensation for. Victims of the Eugenics Sterzlzzatzon

Program Page 7



RECOMMENDATION 5: EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program recommends that the State Board of Education incorporate information about the
North Carolina Eugenics Sterilization Program into its existing K — 12 history curriculums.

RECOMMENDATION 6: INTERVIEW AND DOCUMENT SURVIVORS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program recommends that the University of North Carolina encourage students and faculty
with the appropriate expertise conduct interviews with survivors of the State Eugenics
Sterilization Program to document their expetiences to share with future generations.

RECOMMENDATION 7: ETHICS TRAINING MODULE

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program recommends that the Office of State Personnel create an ethics training module to
educate State, county and local government employees in issues relating to ethics and human
rights.

RECOMMENDATION 8: PRESERVE & ALLOW APPROPRIATE ACCESS TO
PROGRAM RECORDS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization -

Program recommends that the Department of Cultural Resources create digitized copies of
all records currently maintained in the State Archives relating to the North Carolina
Eugenics Sterilization Program and make these digitized copies available for continued
research and review, while maintaining absolute confidentiality of all participants of the

Program. The Department shall make every effort to secure phﬂanthxoplc grant funding to-

fund preservation of these records.

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program _ Page 8




PROPOSED LEGISLATION

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2009

BILL DRAFT 2009-RDz-3 [v.5] (12/01)

(THIS IS A DRAFT AND IS NOT READY FOR INTRODUCTION)
12/4/2008 12:13:16 PM

Short Title: Compensate Eugenics Sterilization Survivors. (Public)

Sponsors:  Representative.

Referred-to:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROVIDE MONETARY COMPENSATION TO PERSONS
STERILIZED BY THE STATE EUGENIC STERILIZATION PROGRAM.

Whereas, during the early part of the 20™ century, social reformers
advocated eugenic sterilization as a solution to problems such as mental
retardation and mental illness; and :

Whereas, in 1907, Indiana was the first state to pass a eugenic
sterilization program, and. eventually more than 30 states passed these laws, with
North Carolina following in 1929; and :

' Whereas, from 1929 to 1974, North Carolina's Eugemcs Board
reviewed petitions for sterilizations, and sterilizations were ordered in more than
90% of the cases before the Board; and

Whereas, researchers estimate that more than 7,600 people were
sterilized in North Carolina between 1929 and 1974, ranking North Carolina third
among the states operating eugenic sterilization programs; and

 Whereas, while most states sharply curtailed their sterilization programs

~ after World War 11, nearly four-fifths of sterilizations in North Carolina were

performed after 1945, and by the late 1960s, more than 60% of those persons
sterilized in the State were black, and 99% were female; and

Whereas, the governors of Virginia, Oregon, South Carolina, and North
Carolina have issued apologies for these forced sterilizations, and Governor

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization .
Program : Page 9



Michael F. Easley established a committee to investigate the State Eugenics
Sterilization Program and consider compensatlon or counseling services for these
persons; and

. Whereas, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Honorable
Joe Hackney, established the House Select Committee on Compensation for
Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program to study proposals to compensate
persons sterilized under the Program; and

Whereas, the General Assembly finds that persons sterilized as a result
of the State's eugenlcs sterilization program should be compensated Now,
therefore,

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: :

SECTION 1.(a) Any person who, as a result of the eugenic
sterilization program in this State, was sterilized between the years 1929 and 1975
shall receive compensation as provided for in this section if the person submits a
claim before June 30, 2011.

SECTION 1.(b) A claim under this section may be submitted to the
Department of Health and Human Services. The claim shall be supported by
appropriate verification and information as determined by the Department.

SECTION 1.(c) The Department shall determine the eligibility of a
claimant to receive the compensation authorized by this section. The Department
shall notify the claimant by mall of its determination regarding the claimant's

eligibility.

SECTION 1.(d) The Department shall adopt rules that will assist in the

fair determination of eligibility and the processing of claims. The Department,
however, shall not be obligated to notify any person of possible eligibility for

compensation.
SECTION 1.(¢) A claimant under this section who is determined

eligible by the Department shall receive twenty thousand dollars ($20,000). All
claims which the Department determines are eligible for compensation shall be

immediately forwarded to the State Treasurer, who shall issue warrants in the -

appropriate amounts upon demand and verification of identity.

SECTION 2.  There is established the FEugenic Sterilization
Compensation Fund. Funds appropriated to this Fund shall not revert until the
claims verified by the Department of Health and Human Services under Section 1
of this act are paid. The Fund shall be kept on deposit with the State Treasurer, as

in the case of other State funds, and may be invested by the State Treasurer in any

- lawful security for the investment of State ‘money. The Fund: is subject to the
oversight of the State Auditor pursuant to Article SA of Chapter 147 of the
General Statutes.

SECTION 3. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the State

Treasurer the sum of eighteen million four hundred eighty thousand dollars

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program ' Page 10




($18,480;000) for the 2009-2010 fiscal year fo fund the Eugenic Sterilization
Compensation Fund. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the
Department of Health and Human Services the sum of one hundred sixty-five

“thousand dollars ($165,000) for the 2009-2010 fiscal year to administer Section 1

SECTION 4. This act becomes effective July 1, 2009.

of this act.

House Select Comniittee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program : - Page 11
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
~ SESSION 2009

BILL DRAFT 2009-RDz-4 [v.2] (12/01)

(THIS IS A DRAFT AND IS NOT READY FOR INTRODUCTION)
12/4/2008 12:33:17 PM

Short Title: Eugenics Program - Support and Education. (Public)

Sponsors:  Representative.

Referred to:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROVIDE COUNSELING BENEFITS TO EUGENICS SURVIVORS,
TO DIRECT THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TO
ESTABLISH A DATABASE OF EUGENICS PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS AND
VERIFY THE STATUS - OF PERSONS CONTACTING THE STATE TO
DETERMINE THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE STATE PROGRAM, TO
ERECT A HISTORICAL MARKER ABOUT THE PROGRAM, TO DIRECT THE
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO INCLUDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
PROGRAM IN ITS K-12 HISTORY CURRICULUM, TO RECOMMEND
CREATION OF AN ETHICS TRAINING MODULE FOR STATE, COUNTY
'AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES, AND TO DIRECT THE
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL RESOURCES TO DIGITIZE EXISTING
RECORDS FOR PRESERVATION AND STUDY PURPOSES, AS

RECOMMENDED BY THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON

COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE EUGENICS STERILIZATION

PROGRAM. _
Whereas, during the early part of the 20™ century, social reformers advocated

eugenic sterilization as a solution to problems such as mental retardation and mental

illness; and
Whereas, in 1907, Indiana was the first state to pass a eugenic sterilization
program, and eventually more than 30 states passed these laws, with North Carolina

following in 1929; and

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
Page 12
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Whereas, from 1929 to 1974, North Carolina's Eugenics Board reviewed
petitions for sterilizations, and sterilizations were ordered in more than 90% of the cases
before the Board; and

_ Whereas, researchers estimate that more than 7,600 people were sterilized in
North Carolina between 1929 and 1974, ranking North Carolina third among the states
operating eugenic sterilization programs; and -

Whereas, while most states sharply curtailed their sterilization programs after
World War II, nearly four-fifths of sterilizations in North Carolina were performed after
1945, and by the late 1960s, more than 60% of those persons sterlllzed in the State were
black, and 99% were female; and

Whereas, the governors of Virginia, Oregon, South Carolina, and North -
Carolina have issued apologies for these forced sterilizations, and Governor Michael F.
Easley established a committee to investigate the eugenics program and consider
compensation or counseling services for these persons; and '

Whereas, the General Assembly urges the citizens of this State to become
familiar with the history of the eugenics movement, in the belief that a more educated,
enlightened and tolerant population will reject absolutely any such abhorrent pseudo-

scientific movement in the future; and
Whereas, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Honorable Joe

. Hackney, established the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the

Eugenics Sterilization Program to study proposals to compensate persons sterilized
under the Program; Now, therefore, -

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: |
SECTION 1(a). The Department of Health and Human Services shall

explore options and develop a proposal for providing behavioral health counseling
services to confirmed survivors of the State Eugenics Sterilization Program and report
its recommendations and legislative proposals to the 2010 regular session of the 2009
General Assembly on or before the convening of that session. ~

SECTION 1(b). The Department of Health and Human Services shall
immediately create a database of individuals petitioned for sterilization under the State
Eugenics Sterilization Program. The database shall contain the name, county, age, race,
and Board ruling on the petition for all individuals for whom a petition was presented to
the Eugenics Board of North Carolina. These data shall be obtained from minutes of the
Eugenics Board currently stored on microfilm housed in the State Archives. In order to
facilitate rapid verification of persons who have already contacted the Department, the
data shall be entered in reverse chronological order. Records maintained in the database
shall be confidential and shall not be subject to public disclosure pursuant to G.S. 132-

6(a). : _
SECTION 1(c). The Department of Health and Human Services shall
compare the names and identifying information collected by the Office of Minority
Health over the course of the past several years with the names and identifying
information entered into the verification database, shall determine whether these

House Select Committee on Compensation for Vzcttms of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
Page 13
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individuals were, in fact, program participants, and shall notify each person of their
status as soon as possible. The Department shall report its progress in this regard to the
2010 regular session of the 2009 General Assembly on or before the convening of that
session . , '
SECTION 2. The Department of Cultural Resources shall design and place
a historical marker providing information about the North Carolina Eugenics
Sterilization Program in an appropriate location in Raleigh.

SECTION 3. The State Board of Education shall include mformatmn about
the North Carolina Eugenics Sterilization Program in its existing k-12 history curricula.

SECTION 4. The University of North Carolina shall encourage its students
and faculty with the appropriate expertise to conduct interviews with survivors of the
State Eugenics Sterilization Program to document their experiences to share with future

generations.
SECTION 5. The Office of State Personnel shall create an ethics training

" module to educate State, county, and local government employees in issues relating to

ethics and human rights.
SECTION 6. Subject to the availability of funds, the Department of Cultural

Resources shall create digitized copies of all records currently maintained in the State

Archives relating to the North Carolina Eugenics Sterilization Program and make these

digitized copies available for continued research and review, while maintaining

confidentiality of all participants of the Program. The Department shall make every

effort to secure philanthropic grant funding to fund preservation of these records.
SECTION 7. This act becomes effective July 1, 2009.

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
Page 14




' Attachment 4

Karon Hardy (Rep. Bryant)

om: Rebecca Garland [rgarland@dpi.state.nc.us]
nt: Monday, December 15, 2008 5:40 PM
o: . Karon Hardy (Rep. Bryant)
Cc: Chris Minard; Howard Lee; June Atkinson; JB Buxton
Subject: my notes from the committee meeting
Kay,

Below are the notes I sent on December 5. I thoughtAyour name was Karon, sorry.
Rebecca

Karon,
Below are the notes from my testimdny at the committee meeting per your request:

My name is Dr. Rebecca Garland and I am the Chief Academic Officer for the Department of
Public Instruction. Among the responsibilities that I oversee is the development of the NC
Standard Course of Study (NCSCOS). I was asked to review the NCSCOS to determine an
appropriate placement for the NC Eugenics Sterilization Program to be taught to NC
students.

I completed a review of the Social Studies courses in the NCSCOS to prepare for this
committee meeting. I think it would be appropriate for a reference to Eugenics to be in
three courses: North Carolina History which is taught in Grade 8 and Civics and US History
which are taught in high school. All of these courses have a goal that deals in some way
with changes in the attitudes of society and the court system over time. ’

Topics that we use as examples of changing attitudes are slavery, Apartheid, integration,
Women's Suffrage, treatment of the mentally disabled and prisoners, etc. Society dealt
\th and felt about such groups and issues very differently in the early 1900's and before
compared to how North Carolinians do post the Civil Rights. Movement of the 1960's.
Society also has been very vocal about how Human Rights should be honored around the
world.

We accept now that some of society's actions in the past were wrong and should not happen
again. To ensure that actions such as these don't occur in the future, we have to teach
our young people that such actions were wrong. We currently teach how society learns and
matures, and the study of the NC Eugenics Program would naturally fit into our curriculum.

Rebecca

Rebecca B. Garland, Ed.D

Chief Academic Officer

NC Department of Public Instruction
Work (919) 807-3305

Fax (919) 807-4065
rgarland@dpi.state.nc.us
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE
LEGISLATIVE BUILDING
RALEIGH NC 27601

December 11, 2008

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of
the Eugenics Sterilization Program :

FROM: Representative Larry Womble, Co-chair
Representative Ron Sutton, Co-chair

SUBJECT: Meeting Notice

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program will meet on the following date: ‘

DAY: Thursday
DATE: December 18, 2008
TIME: 1:00 pm

LOCATION: Room 1124/1224 Legislative Building

If you have any questions cdncerning this meeting, please contact Dorothy McLean,
Committee Assistant, at (919) 733-5777 or email womblela@ncleg.net. If you cannot
attend, please contact Karon Hardy, Committee Clerk, at (919) 733-5878 or email

bryantla@ncleg.net.

Posted: December 11, 2008

cc: Committee Record X
Interested Parties X
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da House Select Committee on

Compensation for Victims

of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program

Thursday, December 18, 2008
1:00 p.m.
Legislative Building
Room 1124/1224

EEEE R
I. Welcome and Introductions
Representative Larry Womble, Cochair
Representative Ron Sutton, Cochair
I1. Review and Approval of Minutes
III. Final Report with Committee Recommendations

IV.

Myr. Ben Popkin, Staff Attorney, Research Division
Committee Discussion

Adjoui'n
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MINUTES ’

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE
EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM
December 18, 2008
Room, Legislative Office Building
Representative Ron Sutton, Co-Chair Presiding
Representative Larry Womble, Co-Chair -

AY

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program met on Thursday, December 18, 2008 in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building
at 1:00pm.

Co-Chair Sutton opened the meeting at 1:00pm. He welcomed the guests, the staff and
the Sergeant-at-Arms: David Shearon, Martha Parrish and Carlton Adams. All Members
and Staff were present with the-exception of Representative Samuelson and Lee Dixon.

. The original Visitor Registration Sheet is attached to these minutes as (Attachment 1).

Co-Chair Sutton stated that the purpose of the meeting was to vote out the Committee
report.

Co-Chair Sutton asked for a motion of the minutes of December 4, 2008. Representative
Parmon made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Co-Chair
Womble and carried unanimously.

Ben Popkin, Research Staff
Mr. Popkin highlighted modifications of the detailed report and slight changes that were
made since the last meeting. He also reviewed the ten recommendations made by the
Committee. He concluded by answering questions from the Committee. (Attachment 2).

David Brooks, Director of Historical Resources, Department of Cultural Resources
Mr. Brooks reported that the NC Highway Historical Marker Advisory Committee met
on Monday, December 15" voted unanimously to produce a highway marker that will be
erected on McDowell Street between Jones and Edenton Streets in Raleigh, North
Carolina. There will be an official ceremony. The marker will be erected in May 20009.
(Attachment 3). '

Co-Chair Womble requested that the Committee get sufficient notification so the
Committee members can attend the ceremony.

Mr. Brooks assured that the Committee will be notified of the ceremony in a timely
manner.

Regarding the report, Representative Alexander asked how “mental health benefits” is
defined.

Mr. Popkins stated there is not a clear definition in place.




Representative Hughes thanked the DHHS for making a Public Service Announcement.
There was a story done on Saturday December 13, 2008, in the Wilmington Star-News to
increase public awareness. As a result she has received phone calls inquiring about the
Public Service Announcements. (Aftachment 4).

Co-Chair Sutton stated there was information printed in the newspaper in Fayetteville.

Ms. Ransome stated that they sent out the Public Service Announcement to the broad
medium, print, radio and television.

Co-Chair Womble stated that his office has received calls and the editorial section of the
Winston Salem newspaper devoted a large portion of their page to the Eugenics Program,

as a result of the Pubic Service Announcement.

With there being no further business before the Committee Co-Chair Sutton adjourned
the meeting.

Respectfully Sub

‘ﬁepé/%ﬁtﬁi\f Rén Sutton
M NoTheg~ YN C

ogothy McLeﬁn, C ittee Agpistant

Hardy, Committee Assistant
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Attachment 2

%

NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE
EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM

REPORT TO THE

2009 SESSION
of the

2009 GENERAL ASSEMBLY

DECEMBER 2008



TRANSMITTAL LETTER

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics
Sterilization Program respectfully submits the following report.

Representative Larry Womble Representative Ronnie Sutton
Co-Chair Co-Chair
House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization ‘

Program Page 2
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Office of Speaker Joe Hackney
North Carolina House of Representatives
Raleigh, North Carolina 27601-1096

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE
EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM

TO THE HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE
NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Section 1. The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the
Eugenics Sterilization Program (hereinafter "Committee") is established by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives pursuant to G.S. 120-19.6(al) and Rule 26(a)
of the Rules of the House of Representatives of the 2007 General Assembly.

Section 2. The Committee consists of the nine members listed below,
appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. Members serve at the
pleasure of the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The Speaker of the House -
of Representatives may dissolve the Committee at any time.

Representative Ron Sutton, Co-Chair
Representative Larry Womble, Co-Chair
Representative Martha B. Alexander
Representative Sandra Spaulding Hughes
Representative James H. Langdon
Representative Earline W. Parmon
Representative Ruth Samuelson
Representative Bonner L. Stiller
Representative Michael H. Wray

Section 3. The Committee shall study a proposal to compensate persons
who, as a result of the Eugenics sterilization program in this State, were sterilized
between the years 1929 and 1975. The study shall include a proposed process for
evaluating claims, an equitable amount of compensation and such other matters as
the Committee deems necessary. The Committee shall estimate the cost of providing
health care, counseling, and educational assistance required as a result of
sterilization under the State's Eugenics sterilization program.

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program Page 3



Section 4. The Committee shall meet upon the call of its Chair. A quorum of
the Committee shall be a majority of its members.

Section 5. The Committee, while in the discharge of its official duties, may
exercise all powers provided for under G.S. 120-19 and Article 5A of Chapter 120 of
the General Statutes.

Seétion 6. Members of the Committee shall receive per diem, subsistence,
and travel allowance as provided in G.S. 120-3.1.

Section 7. The expenses of the Committee including per diem, subsistence,
- travel allowances for Committee members, and contracts for professional or
consultant services shall be paid upon the written approval of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives pursuant to G.S. 120-32.02(c) and G.S. 120-35 from funds
available to the House of Representatives for its operations. Individual expenses of
$5,000 or less, including per diem, travel, and subsistence expenses of members of
the Committee, and clerical expenses shall be paid upon the authorization of the
Chair of the Committee. Individual expenses in excess of $5,000 shall be paid upon
the written approval of the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Section 8. The Legislative Services Officer shall assign professional and
clerical staff to assist the Committee in its work. The Director of Legislative
Assistants of the House of Representatlves shall assign clerical support staff to the
Committee.

Section 9. The Committee may meet at various locations around the State in
order to promote greater public participation in its deliberations.

Section 10. The Committee shall submit a final report on the results of its
study, including any proposed legislation, to the members of the House of
Representatives on or before December 31, 2008, by filing the final report with the
Office of the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the House Principal Clerk,
and the Legislative Library. The Committee terminates on December 31, 2008, or

upon the filing of its final report, whichever occurs first.

. Effective this 21%t day of August 2008.

Joe Hackney
Speaker

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization .
Program Page 4 '



COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics
Sterilization Program met six times from October 9, 2008 until December 18, 2008.

October 9, 2008

The first meeting of the Committee took place on Thursday, October 9, 2008 at 1:00 p.m.
in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building. Representative Womble, Co-chair of the
Committee welcomed Committee members, Committee staff, and members of the public.

Mr. Will Polk, General Counsel to Lieutenant. Governor’s Office was invited to address
the Committee and he offered the Lieutenant Governor's assistance in the development of
the recommendations. The Committee heard presentations from Mr. Benjamin Popkin,
staff attorney with the Research Division, who discussed the history and operations of the
North Carolina State Eugenics Sterilization Program; and Ms. Barbara Pullen-Smith,

_ Director of the Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities who discussed the

recommendations of the Governor's 2003 Eugenics Study Committee.
October 23, 2008

The second meeting of the Committee took place on Thursday, October 23, 2008 at 1:00
p.m. in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building. Representative Sutton, Co-chair of the
Committee, welcomed Committee members, Committee staff, and members of the

public.

The Committee heard personal testimonies from three Eugenics Survivors: Ms. Mary
English of Fayetteville, North Carolina; Ms. Elaine Riddick of Georgia, and Mr. Willis
Lynch of Littleton, North Carolina. Mr. Tony Riddick, son of Ms. Elaine Riddick alse
gave testimony of growing up as the son of a Eugenics survivor.

November 6, 2008

- The third meeting of the Committee took place on Thursday, November 6, 2008 at 1:00

p.m. in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building. Representative Womble, Co-chair of the
Committee welcomed Committee members, Committee staff, and members of the public.

The Committee heard presentations from Ms. Pullen-Smith, Director of the Office of
Minority Health and Health Disparities, who discussed the recommendations of the
Governor's 2003 Eugenics Study Committee, as well as the status of each
recommendation; and Ms. Melanie Bush staff member of the Fiscal Research Division,

who discussed compensation packages for Eugenics survivors in other countries, as well

as possible compensation options for North Carolina to consider.

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program Page 5 ‘



November 18, 2008

The fourth meeting of the Committee took place on Tuesday, November 18, 2008 at
10:00 a.m. in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building. Representative Sutton, Co-chair of
the Committee, welcomed Committee members, Committee staff, and members of the

public.

The Committee heard a presentation from Dr. Johanna Schoen, Associate Professor of
History and Women's Studies at the University of lowa. Dr. Schoen's presentation was
entitled The North Carolina Eugenics Sterilization Program—Review and Next Steps.
Dr. Schoen discussed the history of the Eugenics program in the state of North Carolina
and proposed 7 low-cost retribution ideas for the Committee to consider.

December 4, 2008

The fifth meeting of the Committee took place on Thursday, December 4, 2008 at 1:00
p.m. in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building. Representative Womble, Co-chair of the
Committee, welcomed Committee members, Committee staff, and members of the

public.

The Committee reviewed a draft of the Committee's final report, including its
recommendations, deliberated over the contents of the report and made modifications to
be incorporated into the report by staff and distributed to committee members for their

review and approval.

The following individuals attended the meeting and answered questions of the Committee
as they pertained to their areas of expertise: Dr. Rebecca Garland, Chief Academic
Officer of the Department of Public Instruction; Dr. Jeffrey Crow, Deputy Secretary of
Archives, Department of Cultural Resources; Dick Lankford, Head Archivist,
Department of Cultural Resources; and Ms. Sharnese Ransome, Leglslatlve Liaison,
" Department of Health and Human Services.

December 18, 2008

The sixth meeting of the Committee took place on Thursday, December 18, 2008 at 1:00
p.m. in Room 1124 of the Legislative Building. Representative Sutton, Co-chair of the
Committee, welcomed Committee members, Committee staff, and members of the
public.

The Committee reviewed the Committee's final report, including its recommendations

and proposed legislation, deliberated over the contents of the report and approved the
report for delivery to the General Assembly pursuant to the committee charge.

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program Page 6




RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE

- HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION FOR
VICTIMS OF THE EUGENICS STERILIZATION PROGRAM

Co-chairs:
Representative Larry Womble
Representative Ronnie Sutton

RECOMMENDATION 1: MONETARY COMPENSATION

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
recommends that the General Assembly appropriate funds sufficient to provide each confirmed
survivor of the North Carolina State Eugenics Sterilization Program with a cash payment in the

amount of $20,000.
RECOMMENDATION 2: MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING BENEFITS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
recommends that the General Assembly enact legislation to create a Eugenics Survivors
Assistance Program to provide mental health benefits to all remaining survivors of the North
Carolina State Eugenics Sterilization Program.

RECOMMENDATION 3: DATABASE OF EUGENICS PROGRAM
RECORDS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
recommends that the General Assembly enact legislation to direct the Department of Health and
Human Services to immediately establish a database to store and access all relevant data from the
records of the State Eugenics Program currently housed in the State Archives and appropriate
$38,648 to the Department to accomplish this task.

RECOMMENDATION 4: VERIFY STATUS OF SELF-IDENTIFIED
SURVIVORS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
recommends that the General Assembly enact legislation to direct the Department of Health and
Human Services to immediately verify the status of individuals who have contacted the Office of
Minority Health and Health Disparities, DHHS, during the course of the past several years and
require DHHS to verify these individuals' status as State Eugenics Program participants and
report their findings to the individuals as soon as possible.

* House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization

Program Page 7



RECOMMENDATION 5: OUTREACH TO LOCATE SURVIVORS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
recommends that the General Assembly enact legislation to direct the Department of Health and
Human Services to conduct an outreach campaign to publicize the compensation options to be
made available to survivors and to encourage survivors to contact the Department for verification

of their status as State Eugenics Program participants.

RECOMMENDATION 6: HISTORICAL MARKER

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
recommends that the Department of Cultural Resources design and place a historical marker
detailing the North Carolina Eugenics Sterilization Program in an appropriate location in Raleigh.

RECOMMENDATION 7: EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
recommends that the State Board of Education incorporate information about the North Carolina
Eugenics Sterilization Program into its existing K- — 12 history curricula.

RECOMMENDATION 8: INTERVIEW AND DOCUMENT SURVIVORS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
recommends that the Board of Trustees of the University of North Carolina direct its students and
faculty with the appropriate expertise conduct interviews with survivors of the State Eugenics
Sterilization Program to document their experiences to share with future generations.

RECOMMENDATION 9: ETHICS TRAINING MODULE

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
recommends that the Office of State Personnel create an ethics training module to educate State,
county and local government employees in issues relating to ethics and human rights.

RECOMMENDATION 10: PRESERVE & ALLOW APPROPRIATE ACCESS TO
PROGRAM RECORDS

The House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
recommends that the Department of Cultural Resources create digitized copies of all records
currently maintained in the State Archives relating to the North Carolina Eugenics Sterilization
Program and make these digitized copies available for continued research and review, while
maintaining absolute confidentiality of all participants of the Program. The Department shall
make every effort to secure philanthropic grant funding to fund preservation of these records.

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization
Program Page 8
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2009

BILL DRAFT 2009-RDz-3 [v.10] (12/01)

(THIS IS A DRAFT AND IS NOT READY FOR INTRODUCTION)
12/18/2008 12:15:44 PM

Short Title: Compensate Eugenics Sterilization Survivors. (Public)

Sponsors:  Representative.

Referred to:

. ABILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROVIDE MONETARY COMPENSATION TO PERSONS
STERILIZED BY THE STATE EUGENIC STERILIZATION PROGRAM.

Whereas, during the early part of the 20™ century, social reformers advocated
eugenic sterilization as a solution to problems such as mental retardation and mental
illness; and

Whereas, in 1907, Indiana was the first state to pass a eugenic sterilization
program, and eventually more than 30 states passed these laws, with North Carolina
following in 1929; and

Whereas, from 1929 to 1974, North Carolina's Eugenics Board reviewed
petitions for sterilizations, and sterilizations were ordered in more than 90% of the cases
before the Board; and

Whereas, researchers estimate that more than 7,600 people were sterilized in
North Carolina between 1929 and 1974, ranking North Carolina third among the states
operating eugenic sterilization programs; and i

Whereas, over the lifetime of the Eugenics Sterilization Program,
approximately 38% of those persons sterilized under the Program were black, and 84%
of all sterilized under the Program were female; and

Whereas, over the lifetime of the Eugenics Sterilization Program,
approximately 71% of those persons sterilized under the Program were done so due to
being classified as being 'feebleminded’, which were predominantly people with
intellectual disabilities, 24% due to being classified as being mentally ill, and 5%
because they had epilepsy; and

" House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
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Whereas, while most states sharply curtailed their sterilization programs after
World War II, nearly four-fifths of sterilizations in North Carolina were performed after
1945; and

Whereas, the governors of Virginia, Oregon, South Carolina, and North
Carolina have issued apologies for these forced sterilizations, and Governor Michael F.
Easley established a committee to investigate the State Eugenics Sterilization Program
and consider compensation or counseling services for these persons; and

Whereas, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Honorable Joe
Hackney, established the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the
Eugenics Sterilization Program to study proposals to compensate persons sterilized
under the Program; and

Whereas, the General Assembly finds that persons sterilized as a result of the
State's eugenics sterilization program should be compensated; Now, therefore,

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1.(a) Any person who, as a result of the eugenic sterilization
program in this State, was sterilized between the years 1929 and 1975 shall receive
compensation as provided for in this section if the person submits a claim before June
30, 2014.

SECTION 1.(b) A claim under this section may be submitted to the
Department of Health and Human Services. The claim shall be supported by appropriate
verification and information as determined by the Department.

SECTION 1.(c) The Department shall determine the eligibility of a claimant
to receive the compensation authorized by this section. The Department shall notify the
claimant by mail of its determination regarding the claimant's eligibility.

SECTION 1.(d) The Department shall adopt rules that will assist in the fair
determination of eligibility and the processing of claims. The Department, however,
shall not be obligated to notify any person of possible eligibility for compensation.

SECTION 1.(e) A claimant under this section who is determined eligible by
the Department shall receive twenty thousand dollars ($20,000). All claims which the
Department determines are eligible for compensation shall be immediately forwarded to
the State Treasurer, who shall issue warrants in the appropriate amounts upon demand
and verification of identity.

SECTION 2. There is establlshed the Eugenic Sterilization Compensation
Fund. Funds appropriated to this Fund shall not revert until the claims verified by the
Department of Health and Human Services under Section 1 of this act are paid. The
Fund shall be kept on deposit with the State Treasurer, as in the case of other State
funds, and may be invested by the State Treasurer in any lawful security for the
investment of State money. The Fund is subject to the oversight of the State Auditor
pursuant to Article SA of Chapter 147 of the General Statutes. '

SECTION 3. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the State
Treasurer the sum of eighteen million~ four hundred eighty thousand dollars
($18,480,000) for the 2009-2010 fiscal year to fund the Eugenic Sterilization

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
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Compensation Fund. There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department of
Health and Human Services the sum of one hundred sixty-five thousand dollars
($165,000) for the 2009-2010 fiscal year to administer Section 1 of this act.

SECTION 4. This act becomes effective July 1, 2009.

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
Page 12
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2009

BILL DRAFT 2009-RDz-4 [v.6] (12/01)

(THIS IS A DRAFT AND IS NOT READY FOR INTRODUCTION)
12/18/2008 11:50:30 AM

Short Title: Eugenics Program - Support and Education. (Public) -

Sponsors:  Representative.

Referred to:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT TO PROVIDE COUNSELING BENEFITS TO EUGENICS SURVIVORS,
TO DIRECT THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES TO
ESTABLISH A DATABASE OF EUGENICS PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS AND
VERIFY THE STATUS OF PERSONS CONTACTING THE STATE. TO
DETERMINE THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE STATE PROGRAM, TO
ERECT A HISTORICAL MARKER ABOUT THE PROGRAM, TO DIRECT THE
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO INCLUDE INFORMATION ABOUT THE
PROGRAM IN ITS K-12 HISTORY CURRICULUM, TO RECOMMEND
CREATION OF AN ETHICS TRAINING MODULE FOR STATE, COUNTY
AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES, AND TO DIRECT THE
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL RESOURCES TO DIGITIZE EXISTING
RECORDS FOR PRESERVATION AND STUDY PURPOSES, AS
RECOMMENDED BY THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
COMPENSATION FOR VICTIMS OF THE EUGENICS STERILIZATION
PROGRAM. _

Whereas, during the early part of the 20™ century, social reformers advocated
eugenic sterilization as a solution to problems such as mental retardation and mental
illness; and

Whereas, in 1907, Indiana was the first state to pass a eugenic sterilization
program, and eventually more than 30 states passed these laws, with North Carolina

following in 1929; and

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
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Whereas, from 1929 to 1974, North Carolina's Eugenics Board reviewed
petitions for sterilizations, and sterilizations were ordered in more than 90% of the cases
before the Board; and

Whereas, researchers estimate that more than 7,600 people were sterilized in
North Carolina between 1929 and 1974, ranking North Carolina third among the states
operating eugenic sterilization programs; and

Whereas, over the lifetime of the FEugenics Sterilization Program,
approximately 38% of those persons sterilized under the Program were black, and 84%
of all sterilized under the Program were female; and

Whereas, over the lifetime of the Eugenics Sterilization Program,
approximately 71% of those persons sterilized under the Program were done so due to
being classified as being 'feebleminded’, which were predominantly people with
intellectual disabilities, 24% due to being classified as being mentally ill, and 5%
because they had epilepsy; and

Whereas, while most states sharply curtailed their sterilization programs after
World War II, nearly four-fifths of sterilizations in North Carolina were performed after
1945; and

Whereas, the governors of Virginia, Oregon, South Carolina, and North
Carolina have issued apologies for these forced sterilizations, and Governor Michael F.
Easley established a committee to investigate the eugenics program and consider
compensation or counseling services for these persons; and

Whereas, the General Assembly urges the citizens of this State to become
familiar with the history of the eugenics movement, in the belief that a more educated,
enlightened and tolerant population will reject absolutely any such abhorrent pseudo-
scientific movement in the future; and

Whereas, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Honorable Joe
Hackney, established the House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the
Eugenics Sterilization Program to study proposals to compensate persons sterilized
under the Program; Now, therefore,

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1(a). The Department of Health and Human Services shall
explore options and develop a proposal for providing behavioral health counseling
services to confirmed survivors of the State Eugenics Sterilization Program and report
its recommendations and legislative proposals to the 2010 regular session of the 2009
General Assembly on or before the convening of that session.

SECTION 1(b). The Department of Health and Human Services shall
immediately create a database of individuals petitioned for sterilization under the State
Eugenics Sterilization Program. The database shall be- developed in four phases,
according to a proposal developed by the Department of Health and Human Services in
conjunction with the Department of Cultural Resources. Records maintained in the
database shall be confidential and shall not be subject to public disclosure pursuant to
G.S. 132-6(a).

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
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There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Department of Health and
Human Services the sum of thirty-eight thousand six hundred forty-eight dollars
($38,648) for the 2009-2010 fiscal year to administer the provisions of this Section.

SECTION 1(c). The Department of Health and Human Services shall
compare the names and idertifying information collected by the Office of Minority
Health over the course of the past several years with the names and identifying
information entered into the verification database, shall determine whether these
individuals were, in fact, program participants, and shall notify each person of their
status as soon as possible. The Department shall report its progress in accomplishing
Sections 1(b) and 1(c) to the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations
on or before the convening of the 2010 regular session of the 2009 General Assembly.

SECTION 1(d). The Department of Health and Human Services shall
conduct an outreach campaign to identify survivors, including at least the issuance of
news releases and public service announcements, and joint efforts with relevant interest
groups and agencies. The Department shall report its progress in this regard to the Joint
Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations on or before the convening of the
2010 regular session of the 2009 General Assembly.

SECTION 2. The Department of Cultural Resources shall design and place
a historical marker providing information about the North Carolina Eugenics
Sterilization Program in an appropriate location in Raleigh. The Department shall report
its progress in this regard to the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental
Operations on or before the convening of the 2010 regular session of the 2009 General
Assembly. ‘

SECTION 3. The State Board of Education shall include information about
the North Carolina Eugenics Sterilization Program in its existing k-12 history curricula.
The Board shall report its progress in this regard to the Joint Legislative Education
Oversight Committee on or before the convening of the 2010 regular session of the
2009 General Assembly. ‘

SECTION 4. The Board of Trustees of the University of North Carolina
shall direct its students and faculty with the appropriate expertise to conduct interviews
with survivors of the State Eugenics Sterilization Program to document their
experiences to share with future generations. The Board shall report its progress in this
regard to the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee on or before the
convening of the 2010 regular session of the 2009 General Assembly. .

SECTION 5. The Office of State Personnel shall create an ethics training
module to educate State, county, and local government employees in issues relating to
ethics and human rights.

SECTION 6. Subject to the availability of funds, the Department of Cultural
Resources shall create digitized copies of all records currently maintained in the State .
Archives relating to the North Carolina Eugenics Sterilization Program and make these
digitized copies available for continued research and review, while maintaining

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
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confidentiality of all participants of the Program. The Department shall make every
effort to secure philanthropic grant funding to fund preservation of these records.
SECTION 7. This act becomes effective July 1, 2009.

House Select Committee on Compensation for Victims of the Eugenics Sterilization Program
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SKETCH: Eugenics, from the Greek for “well-born,” originated in Inquiries into Human Faculty (1883), wherein Sir
Francis Galton envisioned a method of improving “the inborn qualities.of a race.” Based on the theory of natural
selection developed by his cousin, Charles Darwin, eugenics was intended to influence human evolution, with particular
attention to intelligence, by replacing “Natural Selection by other processes that are more merciful and not less
effective.” In 1907 IN became the first of thirty-two states that passed eugenic sterilization laws. Sterilization laws were
called into question in the landmark case of Buck v. Bell, heard by the US Supreme Court in 1927. The Supreme Court

- upheld VA’s eugenics law by a vote of 8-1. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes concluded, “The principle that sustains
compulsory vaccination is broad enough to cover cutting the fallopian tubes . . . Three generations of imbeciles are
enough.” In 1924 Carrie Buck, pregnant at age 17, had been committed to the VA Colony for Epileptics and
Feebleminded. Research later indicated that Buck and her daughter were of average intelligence.

The NC legislature in 1929 authorized sterilizations of patients or inmates of public institutions for whom the
‘ation was considered to be for “the public good.” That year county commissioners were authorized to order

lizations at public expense of “any mentally defective or feebleminded resident” with consent from the person’s next
of kin or legal guardian. In 1933 the Eugenics Board was created to review sterilization requests for all individuals. The
board consisted of the commissioner of the Board of Charities and Public Welfare, the secretary of the State Board of
Health, the chief medical officer of the state institution for the feeble-minded or insane, the chief medical officer of the
State Hospital in Raleigh, and the attorney general. During a eugenics hearing a prosecutor would present the board with
evidence as to an individual’s status as mentally diseased, feeble-minded, epileptic, or a danger to society. In the case of
inmates of a prison or psychiatric institution, the prosecutor would be the head of the institution or his appointee. Non-
institutional cases were prosecuted by the county superintendent of welfare or other official. The prosecution submitted
documents including a medical history and a “social history” as to the individual’s sexual promiscuity-and likelihood of
procreation. An individual, or a parent or guardian, could also apply for voluntary sterilization.

The board members broadly interpreted the science of heredity, hoping that eugenics would solve a wide variety
of societal problems including abuse, neglect, poverty, and illegitimacy. By the 1940s, the science behind eugenics had
been discredited, but public policymakers in NC held fast to the position that sterilization “protected” the poor and helped
to break the cycle of poverty. After 1945, the numbers of non-institutional sterilizations increased, many of whom were
“uncontrollable” teenaged girls. Some scholars point to the relative inaccessibility to methods of birth control to the
lower classes, making publicly-funded sterilization a viable alternative. In 1972 the Eugenics Board became the Eugenics
Commission and the following year, the legislature transferred to the judicial system the responsibility for sterilization
procedures due to mental illness or mental retardation. The Eugenics Commission was abolished in 1977. During the
period of state mandated sterilizations in NC, over 7,600 people were surgically altered either by choice or coercion.

REFERENCES: Johanna Schoen, Choice and Coercion: Birth Control, Sterilization, and Abortion in Public
h and Welfare (2005); John E. Gardella, “Eugenic Sterilization in America and North Carolina,” North
ina Medical Journal, (February 1995): 106-110; Biennial Reports of the Eugenics Board of North

Carolina; Records of the Eugenics Board, North Carolina State Archives (restricted access); Eugenics in North

Carolina (digital project of State Library): http.//statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us/dimp/digital/eugenics/index.html
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North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services
2001 Mait Service Center * Releigh, North Caroling 27699-2001
Tel 919-733-4534 « Fax 919-715-4645

Michasl B Hesley, Governot Carmen Hooker Odam, Secretaty

 Tune 25, 2003

The Honorable Michael Basley
Office of the (Govemor

20301 Mail Service Center L
Raleigh, North Ca.roling 27699-0301

Dear Governor Easley,

Last December, you asked me to forin a committee to lnak at North Carolina’s
engenics program. You charged that committee with exploring the history of the
prograrm, ensuring that it was never repeated, and making tecommendatious un how, 10
assist program survivors. Our committee has now finishied its work, and we have s :
comploted a set of recommendations for your consideration. The attached report details
those recommendations. - ' o ' _ ’

In short, we believe that survivors should be guaranteed health carc and .
educational benefits, We aléo believe that North Carolinians must never be allowed to
forget about this program and its effect on the lives of 50 many innocent citizens

Serving on this committee was one of the most réwarding and emotional
experiences that I have had during my decades nf public service. ] was notprepared for
the profound impact of the testimony of survivors whoge lives have been irreparably
harmed by North Cerolina’s eugenics program, Our hope is thul this report conveys
some of that experience, ' L . ‘
You have shown great leadership in apologizing to the survivars and asking us to
make recommendations to you on further benefits for the survivors. On behalf of the
committee, I thank you for this opportunity to help right a terrible wrong,

| Sincerely,

Carmen Hooker Odom

@ Location: 101 Blair Drive * Adams Bullding » Dorothea Dix Hospital Campus ¢ Releigh, N.C. 27603
' An Remrel Omaneninitv / Affirmative Action Emblover



EUGENICS STUDY COMMITTEE REDORT

BACKGROUND

In December 2002, Gov. Mike Basley issued a public apology regarding North Carolina's eugenics
program. Although many states had eugenics programs, Cov. Basley is the first stale caccutive to look
beyond apologies to addressing the need to provide benefits for survivors of eugenics.

Gov. Easley directed North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Carmen
Hooker Odum (o create a task force to look into North Carolina’s eugenics program. The group was
charged with exploting the history of the program, ensuring that it was never repeated, and making
recommendations on how to assist the survivors of the state’s involuntary sterilization program that was
in place from 1929-1974. : ’

The committee (see Appendix A for memberzhip list) met during the winter and spring of 2003, As part
of its deliberations, the committee heard from two survivors of the program — Flaine Riddick Jessie and
Nial Cox Ramirer. Hearing their stories put 2 human face on a horrible episode in this statc’s history, All
of the committee members want to express their sincere thanks to these two brave women for stepping
into the public spotlight and telling their very difficult stories. '

The Committcc also wants to recognize Dr. Johanna Schoen, whose research on the North Carolina
eugenics program was vital. Without her academic work, it is uncertain that the public would have éver
found out about the program and its survivors. This report summarizes the Committee’s !

" recommendations to Gov. Easley. /

INTRODUCTION

North Carolina’s eugenics program begen in 1929. The law endorsed sterilization of people who had
 epilepsy, sickness, “fecblemindedness” and other disabilities. Eugenics was a “hot” movement,
especially prior to World War II, and many states had similar programs, It claimed to better society by
preventing selected people from having children. But, it was nsed against a wide variety of people—
including girls whose only “fault” was having premarital sex.

H
S
4

Hitler was a proponent of eugenics, and the horror of what he had attempted to accomplish led many ./
stateg to slow their eugenics programs after World War II. ITowever, North Caréliug’s program continued
until 1974, In its latter years, as eugenics theory was largely discredited, involuntary sterilization was
justified by using cconomic discrimination. People on public assistance were targeted as a way of -
limiting those expenditures. Nial Cox Ramirez, for instance, was told that if she refused sterilization her
family's benefits would be haled. - ' ;

The Bugenics Boardeof North Carolina ran North Carolina's program, It was technically a part of the
Department of Public Welfare (modern day Division of Social Services). It had five members - one
each representing the Attorney General, Dorothea Dix Ho spital, Department of Public Welfare,
Department of Public Health and Department of Mental Health. Local social workers would petition the
board to sterilize a person, and the board would make the ultimate decision. :



More than 7,600 people were stetilized under the program, Some people requested sterilization, but
many of them were forced against their will. In some ocases, victims werc children as young as 14 who

had no knowledge or understanding of the procedure.

The law that allowed for involuntéry sterilization was repealed during the 2003 General Assembly, Rep.
Larry Womble (Forsyth), who serves as a member of the Engenics Study Comumittee, led the legislative
effort to repeal this law and to lock at other legislative approaches to the issue,

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Bugenics Study Committee recommends that survivors of North Carolina’s forced sterilization
program should receive medical benefits, counseling and cducational oppertunitics, The committes
recommends the creation of & nonprofit foundation fo serve as a support mechanism for survivors, and
tho committee also recommends the cslublishment of a remorial to serve as reminder of this part of our
history. Although the committee strongly believes that survivors also deserve some form of financial
compensation for what we believe is a violation of uman rights, we believe the creation of a legislative
study commission is the most appropriate way to study this issue, Rep. Womble has introduced House
Bill 1236 to create such 2 study commission. That study comumission would report back to the General
Assembly during its 2004 session, with any funding for the program to begin in Fiscal Year 2004-05.

1. Nonprofit foundation/support grpilp .

Nial Cox Ramirez* davghter, Deborah Chesson, has suggested that & nonprofit foundation be ¢rested to
help find and support survivors, The committee songly endorses her suggestion. 'I'he committes
belicves the foundation should be created immiediately, because its presence is integral to finding and
supporting survivors. It is clear that the survivors of this program can benefit from meeting with other’
survivers, This group can also play a role in helping survivors through the process of proving that they
were sterilized under this program.

2. Finding the survivors

Althongh many records of survivors exist in the archives of the Statc Archives of North Carolina, those
records are considered confidential medical records. They can only be accessed by an individual
desiring to see his or her personal rocord. Finding survivors and convincing them to request their
medical records so that they can be identified as victims of forced sterilization is a crucial part of the
committee s rovummendations. ' :

It is also clear that in addition to the support group, the survivors will need help in negdtiating the

process of securing their records. It is recommended that some entity, possibly Duke University’s Kenan |

" Centet for Ethics, assist survivors in this regard. ' i L T




The committee recommends that the Department of Health and Human Services conduct an outteach
campaign to identify survivors, The outreach campaign will include the following clements:

A Issunnce of news releases and other information te goacrale mediy interest, both in siate and across
the couniry.

A Use of public service announcements on select radio stations across North Carolina, patticularly in
rural arcas. : ' ,

>

Work with churches, community groups and civic organizations to publicize the need to identify
survivors,

Exploring the use of billboards, bus advertisements and other high-profile forms of advertisement.
Work with groups like the NAACP and the Urban League to reach survivors.
Work with disabilities groups to reach survivors,

> > P b

Work with other state and local government agencies to reack survivors (Division of Motor Vehicles,
Department of Public Instruction, County Departments of Social Services, County Health '
Departments, local libraries, area agencies on aging, and mental health agencies),

4 Work with profassionals and their professional org&nizations to reach survivors (for instance doctors,
nurses and mental health professionals). . :

The iniitial outreach program will focus on interest generated by media coverage and is designed to run
through the end of 2003. The program will be evaluated at the end of 2003. Additional outreach may -

take place aftef 2003, depending on the outcome of ifitial work. '

3. Determining Valldity of Claims

It is imperative that claims of sterilization be validated. The Department of Health and Human Services
will get up an expert panel consisting of three to five members to rovicw prescatations from survivers to
ensure that they, indeed, were sterilized as part of the involuntary program. This penel will include high-
profilc individuals representing the following arvas o vonsermn: legal (judge/lawyer), medical (doctor/
psychologist/nutse), and an ethicist, : ‘

The panel will begin considering cases in the fall of 2003 and will meet as necessary, It is recognized
that some pecple may have been victims of the program, but their records are not part of the State
Archives. The panel will also accept other evidence of forced sterilization including, but not limited to,
medical testimony and records from state institutions.

Every effort will be made to make this a process that doesnot victimize the survivors again,
Confidentiality will be assured to any survivor who stepe forward, but survivars who waat to tell their
stories in public will be given the opportunity to do 8o, to help the healing process as evidenced by the

. Truth and Reconciliation program in South Africa. . o o N e
,Onge u determnination of forced sterilization is made, then the survivor will be eligible to receive the full
range of benefits offered by the state. :



4. Health Care

Survivors of & forced sterilization program could have significant medical needs, both physical and

©  mental, Itis recommendsd DHHS:

A Create a special fund to provide health care for certified survivors,
A Ask for a specia) appropriation in 2004 to fund this pmgram

A Explore the use uf Medicuid and/or the State Health Plan to provide benefits, as well a3 building in
medical care for survivors in the event of any Blue Cross/Blue Shield conversion. :

3. Education Beneflts

The University of North Carolina System and the Community College System should consider crcatmg a
program that allows survivors to receive free educational benefits. At @ minimum, these benefits will he
available to survivors, but the university and community colleges systems should also explore providing
henefits to caretakers of survivers so as to improve those extended families’ lives.

CGNCLUS!ON

North Carclina’s cugenics program isa regrettable period in our state’s hlstory No one, regardiess of
circumstance, whether it be poverty or severe disability, shuuld ever be forved (W undergo 4 violation of
their human rights such as involuntary sterilization, We must take steps to guarantee that history is not
repeated.

Someone once said, “history repeats itself because no one listens.” We must listen to the lessons learned
as we reflected on North Carolina's eugenics program.
Recommendations:

A North Caroline's Department of Public Instruction should mclude information about the eugenics
program in its curriculum on North Carolina history.

A The Department of Cultural Resources should investigate the creation of 2 memorial to ensuré fhaf
no one forgets what the State of North Carolina once perpetrated against its own citizens, This
memorial needs to be tangible — something that provides constant witness to this program long after

survivors are gone.

A The North Carolina University and Community College systems should explore the creation of
endowed chairs or spcclal scholarships that W!Il memorialize the program.

A The Dﬂpa:tmant of Health and Human Semces will create an-ethics program, which mclude:
information on the Bugenics Board, DHHS professionals will be required to take this course.-

A A seminar will be orgamzed to talk about the program, hear from survivors and discuss its
" - implications in today’s world. The seminar should incinde pre::entatmm from experts, mcludmg

Dr. Johanna Schoen,
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Secretary, North Carohna Department of Heaith and Human Services

Representative Lan'y Womble
North Carolina Genera] Assembly

Pamela Young
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. Satang Deberry,
General Counsel, North Caroling Department of Health and Human Services

Barbara Pullen-Smith
Director, Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities
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Chief, State Operated Serv:ces North Cazolina Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilitie
and Substa.ncc Abuse Services ’

Dr. Allen Buchanan "

Ethicist, Duke University

Mark Ezzell ' :
Chair, North Carolina Council on Developmental Disabilities



November 18, 2008
RE: Nial Ramirez / Reparations
Deér Representative Womble;

I wanted to take this time to thank you for your diligence in righting.the wrong that was
done to so many people including my mother. My mother and 1 both appreciate you very
much.

[ wanted to write this letter to let you and anyone else who is interested know how I feel
about what has happened and how it has affected my mother and what should be done for
her. .

My mother is very good with children. She loves them and they know it and they love
her back. She is her best when she is taking care of children. She was deprived from
having anymore children by people who saw her as nothing more than a sickness to
society and they had a cure for it.

My mother was only 17 when she was harassed by representatives from the Department
of Human Services. That’s a joke because my mother is human but she was treated like
an animal. She was spaded or neutered without a thought for her well being. 1 can’t
even imagine what she felt. To be treated like that with no one on her side to tell her,
“It’s not you!”, “It’s not your fault.” “What was done to you was wrong.” Rep. Womble
you made that happen when you put light on the whole situation, first by removing the .
law that was still on the law books and then the Governor of the state of North Carolina
acknowledging that a wrong was done.

My mother had to be strong to live through something like that and not crack mentally or
just give up on life altogether. But she didn’t give up. She saw an opportunity to make a

- better life for herself and her child which was and still is her unalienable right accordmg

to the Declaration of Independence.

My mother was working has a caretaker for an elderly man when a couple came to the
house with an offer to work as a house keeper in New York. She was smart enough to
know an opportunity when she saw one. But the Eugenics board justified sterilizing my
mother by saying she was feeble minded. My mother knew she could not stay in a state
that would allow what was done to her and thousands of others and no one hada
conscious enough to speak up about the wrong that was being done to citizens of the
United States of America. My mother also knew she did not want her daughter to be

+ subject to this type of treatment. So she left North Carolina. Thank God.



I know some of the thoughts that my mother has now about the sterilization that was
performed on her because we have talked about it some. The memories are very painful
and have left her with feelings of inadequacies which hurt me too.

Another thing that hurts me is the fact that when we are asked to join you in North
Carolina for events to help push this movement forward, when we get back home my
mother doesn’t feel hopeful, she just feels that she is still not enough.

The press run after emotions so if my mother is not crying hysterically or showing some
type of anguish then apparently she is over it and there is no need to go any further.

My answer to that is: how long should my mother cry to make people understand that
what was done to her and to the rest of the survivors should incite the same rage in others
as the Holocaust. These people were picked out by a group of people who felt they were
superior and they had the cure: Keep them fi'om producing after their kind.

These people (the Survivors) should not have to prove what was done to them was
wrong. It was! It violated not only their civil rights but their God given rights, rights
spoken about in the Declaration of Independence.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

The government was instituted among Men getting their powers from us, the people who
were governed. My mother was one of the governed.

The government became destructive towards my mother and people whom the Eugenics
Board deemed were cluttering up human society and decided to take away their right to
the pursuit of happiness.

When my mother was ready to marry she wanted-to have more children with her spouse
she did not find out that the surgery that was performed on her was irreversible until she
was in her thirty’s. My mother felt betrayed. She also felt less then a woman.

So, What dollar amount can you put on someone’s suffering? There could never be
enough money given to the Survivors to make up for the wrong that was done to them but
they do deserve to be compensated.

My mother had to retire early due to an injury and for her medical insurance she has
Medicare which only pays 80% of all procedures or medical bills. That leaves my
mother with 20% to pay on her own. She is on a fixed income. My mother is not yet 65
so she is not eligible for any affordable supplemental medical coverage. She recently had
to have Cataract surgery in both eyes. She owes the doctor who performed the surgery
$300 more dollars and he will not see her again until she pays. She has to constantly
change doctors because when her bill gets to high the doctors will not see her until the



bill is paid in full. My mother would like to have the Gastric Bypass surgery to help her
get some of the weight off and help her with her other medical needs, she has asthma,
degenerative bone disease and hypertension. Medicare will not pay for this surgery that
could help save my mother’s life.

Any money my mother gets will not end her pain from what was done to her but it will
end her day to day worry over not being able to go to the doctor because she owes them
money. It will ease her living and allow her to pursue happiness.

My mother was harassed on a daily basis by people who were given authority to do so. A
teenager having to make such a huge decision with no guidance or support from anyone.
She was told her brothers and sisters would starve and have no where to live if she did
not have the surgery. She felt it was because of her that the spotlight was on her entire
family. So, my mother agreed to the surgery, she signed on the dotted line and was
assured the surgery was reversible and her younger brothers and sisters would be safe.

No, a monetary settlement will not turn time béck and make everything go away but it
will help her present and future. It will make her life and the lives of all the other
survivors easier.

My mother would be able to get medical attention and not have to worry about the bill
causing her to leave another doctor she is comfortable with because she can’t afford to
pay. No, a monetary settlement will not ease‘my mother or the rest of the survivor’s
internal pain but it will ease their living.

Think about this: What if it were your mother, grandmother, aunt or uﬁcle, someone you
loved. What would you do? What would you want for them?

Sincerely,

Deborah Chesson
Daughter of a Survivor

Nial Ramirez
(404) 403-1279
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TABLES 11-18
HISTORICAL DATA ON EUGENICAL STERILIZATION
IN NORTH CAROLINA
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TABLE 11
Cases Handled by Biennial Periods

July 1933 - June 1968

25

Petitions Operations Operations

Biennial Period Presented Authorized Performed
Total vvieiiiii i 8289 7946 70921
July 1933-June 1934 .............. 39 39 31
July 1934-June 1936 .............. 309 301 252
July 1936-June 1938 .............. 356 350 296
July 1938-June 1940 .............. 352 345 305

July 1940-June 1942 .............. 390 385 339 -
July 1942-June 1944 . ............. 328 309 269
July 1944-June 1946 .............. 282 276 238
July 1946-June 1948 .............. 337 330 291
July 1948-June 1950 .............. 562 543 468
July 1950-June 1952 .............. 743 796 704
July 1952-June 1954 .............. 673 650 626
July 1954-June 1956 .............. 657 634 556
July 1956-June 1958 .............. 674 658 562
July 1958-June 1960 .............. 576 564 535
July 1960-June 1962 .............. - 558 531 467
July 1962-June 1964 .............. 591 545 507
July 1964-June 1966 .............. 461 368 356
July 1966-June 1968 .............. 401 322 290

1 Forty-nine additional operations were performed prior to July 1933 under previous

legislation, making a total of 7,141 operations performed.
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TABLE 12
Operations Performed Annually, by Sex and Type of Operation
' July 1929 - June 1968 '

MALE FEMALE
Year |TOTAL | Total | Vasec- |Castra- | Total |Salpin- | Ovari-
' tomy tion gectomy | ectomy

Total v.verevennnnns 71411 | 1084 1019 65 6057 6000 57
1929 . iiiiiniiannnan 3 2 1 1 1 .. 1
1930 uiirenniannnn. 17 2 2 15 10 5
1931 .. i 1 .. .. 1 10 i
1932 .. i 18 9 .. 9 9 7 2
1933 e 4 1 1 - 3 3 ..
1934 ... i 61 15 7 8 46 45 1
1935 iviirieeienennn 178 24 17 7 154 152 . 2
1936 v iivieienannnes 98 12 11 | 86 86 ..
1937 vttt 128 21 18 3 107 105 2
1938 ..iiiiiniiienn, 202 56 53 3 146 144 2 -
1939 ..ovveniiiinnn.. 138 36 34 2 102 102
1940 ......ciivinnnnn 159 47 45 2 112 112
1941 ...t 181 49 45 4 132 132
1942 .. ... oiiiintn 148 36 32 4 112 12
1943 ... .iiiinnn. 152 "33 29 4 119 119
1944 ... .., 107 20 18 2 87 87 ..
1945 ... it 1z 18 15 3 99 98 ]
1946 .. ... 106 16 16 .. 90 90 ve
1947 .t 140 26 2} 5 114 114
1948 ..., 189 34 34 155 |- 155
1949 ... i, 249 31 31 218 218
1950 ... iiiiinnenn. 300 60 60 .. 240 240
1951 .. iviiieiennanns 372 106 104 2 266 266
1952 i, 348 82 82 266 266
1953 .. it 283 40 40 243 243
1954 ...........ic... 298 45 45 .. 253 | +253.
1955 v, 292 75 74 1 217 217 ..
1956 ... 217 43 42 1 174 172 2
1957 it 305 52 52 .. 253 .| 250 3
1958 ..ot 318 29 28 1 289 285 4
1959 ..ttt 260 22. 22 238 234 4
1960 .. .i.iiiiiinnn.. 234, 9 9 225 221 4
1961 ..o, 248 8 8 240 233 7
1962 ... it 230 8 8 222 217 5
1963 .. iverinennnnn 240 7 7 233 226 7
1964 . ..o, - 256 2 2 254 252 2
1965 ..o, 167 3 3 164 164
1966 ......coviiva... 133 3 3 130 130
1967 ..., 135 1 H 134 133
1968 to June 30 ...... 99 1 1 98 97

1 Ninety-one of these operations originated in county institutions prior to 1953.
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TABLE 13

State Institutional Operations Performed Annually,
by Sex and Type of Operation

July 1929 - June 1968

. MALE FEMALE
- Year ' TOTAL |Total |Vasec- [Castra- | Total |Salpin- | Ovari-
_ ' : tomy tion gectomy | ectomy
Total .......c...... 2932 784 739 45 2148 2138 10
1929 . it .. .. . .
1930 ...ovivienennen. 9 i 1 .. 1 8 4 4
1931 ........ 3] .. . 3 3| ..
1932 civiiiiiiiiinnn, 15 | 9 .. 9 6 5 1
1933 . ittt 2 | 1 1 .. 1 1
1934 ... i 45 | 13 5 8 32 31 1
1935 . iiiiiinnnnnnn 82 || 18 9 6 67 67 |
1936 cviiviiinnannnnn 5 | 10 10 ! . 46 46 !
1937 ... . i, . 82 || 16 15 1 66 66
| 5 1 : S 152 || 50 48 102 101 ]
1939 .. iviiiiiiiennn 70 | 29 28 1 41 41 |
1940 ....vivvennnnnnn 94 | 36 36 .o 58 58 |
1941 ... ... 103 - 38 37 1 65 65
1942 ... .iiiinnnnn 98 || 33 . 29 4 65 65
1943 ... viiiiivinnnn 107 || 32 28 4 75 75
1944 ... ... i 63 i 15 13 2 48 48
1945 .. ... i 74 || 14 m 3 60 59 1
1946 ......ivvennnen 47 f 11 11 36 36
1947 .. .. ees 65 :iff 15 13 2 50 50
1948 ........ccivenn 92 | 23 23 69 69
1949 ... i, 109 || 21 21 88 ' 88
1950 ... iiivivernnnn 187 || 51 5 136 136 R
1951 it 255 | 92 91 1 163 163
1952 .. 213 62 62 151 151
1983 ..iiiiiiiiiane., 115 | 24 24 91 ! 21
1954 ... ... ciieienn 128 | 23 23 105 105
1955 ... 127 52 52 '75 75
1956 .. ....civvien..n 70 1 31 31 .. 39 39
1957 ..t 81 32 32 .. 49 '| - 49
1958 ... it 75 13 13 62 62
1959 ... i 45 5 5 40 - 40
1960 ......cvvvinunnn 49 3 3 46 - 46
1961 .. 34 2 2 32 32
1962 oo viiiiiinennnnn 37 4 4 33 33
1963 o iviiieinnnnes 36 1 | 35 35
1964 .....ccvviveunnn 49 1 1 48 46 2
1965 ....ciivvenn.. 26 2 2 24 24
1966 ..o iviinennn. 13 3 3 10 10
1967 .. 12 1 1 1 11
1968 to June 30 ...... 12 12 12
| ) ] i t i
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. TABLE 14 :
Non-Institutional Operations Performed Annually

by Sex and Type of Operation

July 1929 - June 1968

B MALE FEMALE
Year TOTAL | Total | Vasec- |Castra- | Total | Salpin- | Ovari-
42091 ' tomy tion gectomy | ectomy
Total vovvennnennnan 4118 | 295 | 279 | 16 3823 | 3779 44
1929 viiiiinnnnnn. 1 1 1 .. .. ..
1930 ..iiieiiinnnnn.. 5 [ 5 4 1
1£-% ) I 4 : 4 4| ..
11X 7 2 3 ; 3 2 1
1933 ..ot 2 .. e 2 2
1934 ..., 15| 2 2 | 13 13 ..
1935 ..iviiiinnnnnn.. 85 8 8 | .. 77 75 2
1936 .inriiennnnnn. 37 2 1 1 35 35 ..
1937 oeviiniiiiinn, 42 5 3 2 37 36 1
1938 ..t 48 6 5 1 42 41 1
1939 ooviiiinnnnnnn, 59 7 6 ] 52 52 ..
1940 ...iiiiiinnnn.. 59 B! 9 ) 48 48 1
1941 e, 73] 10 8 2 63 63 1
1942 ..., 43 3 3 | 40 40
1943 .. ieiiiininnnn. 41 1 1 40 40
1944 ......iiine.... 39 5 5 34 " 34
1945 .. ..., 42 4 4 38 38
1946 ..., 571..5 5 ‘52 52
1947 i 69 1N 8 3 58 58
1948 . vviiinennnnn. 96 11 11 85 { . 85
1949 . iiiiiiininnnnn. 135 9 9 126 126
1950 ..ot 11 9 9 .. 102 102
1951 tiiiieeiniann, 112 | 14 13 i 98 98
1952 i, 134 20 20 114 114
1953 ittt 168 16 16 152 |, 152 °
1954 i, 170 22 22 .. 148 148
1955 it 165 23 | 22 " 142 142 ..
1956 . iiiiniiiennnnn. 147 12 1 1 135 133 2
1957 ieii iy 224 20 20 .. 204 | - 201 3
1958 ...t 243 16 15 1 227 223 4
1959 tririniiannaan 215 17 17 198 194 4
1960 ..vvviinennnn. 185 6 6 1| . 179 175 4
73 214 6 6 ! 208 201 | 7
1962 i 193 4 4 | 189 184 5
1963 i 204 6 6 | 198 191 7
1964 ..ot 207 1 1 . 206 206
1965 . .oviiinn... 141 1 § I 140 140
1966 oot 120 i 120 120
1967 i 123 .. e 123 122 1
1968 to June 30 ...... 87 1 1 86 ‘85 1

- 1 Ninety-one of these operations originated in county institutions prior to 1953.
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TABLE 16
Operations Performed, by Type of Operation and Race
July 1929 - June 1968

Type of Operation . Total | White | Negro | Other
Total ........ ettt eeeaer et 73141 4314 | 2778 49
Vasectomy eveennenreernnneens et 1019 748 269 2
L@ T3 - T 65 36 39 ..
Salpingectomy ... ...ttt . 1 6000 3501 2453 46
Ovariectomy .. vvte e iviinnereannrtrononeneonn 57 29 27 |- 1
TABLE 17

Tybe of Operation Pérfor'med, by Age and Séx of Person
July 1929 . June 1968

MALE FEMALE
Age in Years TOTAL| Total | Vasec- |Castra- | Total | Salpin- | Ovari-
tomy tion | gectomy | ectomy
Total .....ccuensn 7141 1084 1019 65 6057 6000 57
10-19 ..iienennnnnnns. 2761 429 405 24 2332 | '2309 23
20-29 .. .iieenineeons 2792 359 333 26 2433 2415 18
30-39 .. 1408 204 191 13 1204 1188 16
4049 ......iieinnen.. 166 78 77 1 88 88
50 and over .......... 12 12 12 . . .o
Unknown ............. 2 2 1 1
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