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HUMAN RESOURCES/Subcommittee on Families
Minutes

September 29, 1998

The HUMAN RESOURCES/Subcommittee on Families met on Tuesday, September 29,
1998 at 11:00 a.m. in Room 605 of the Legislative Office Building. The following
members were present: Representatives Ives (Chairman), Esposito, Watson and
Aldridge. Visitors are listed on the attached Visitors Sheet.

Representative Ives called the meeting to order at 11:05 a.m. and introduced
Representative Brawley to speak to HB 1102 Neighbor Child Care Law. Representatives
Brawley’s comments follow: “Thank you Mr. Chairman. And I do appreciate the
interest. You know we have a serious problem in our State with daycare. I’m sure the
legislators as I have get these everyday has forced Social Services to place a freeze on
additions of new children to daycare subsidy programs. Child care continues to be a
barrier for families striving to be self sufficient and on and on and on. Part of the
problem from talking to the people in my community is we’ve placed so many
restrictions, so many rules and regulations and I have walked with an inspector through a
day care center and I think the lady was a little bit nit picky to say the least, I would say
she was extravagantly nit picky. But we’ve place so many rules on day care centers and
driven up the cost so much that we’re really putting a burden on families that want to
provide a place for their children while they have to go to work. And in the process with
all the rules and regulations, we’ve driven away uncles and aunts and grandmas from
taking care of neighborhood children. We have gotten the neighborhood mom or
grandmom who wants to stay at home and take care of her neighbors afraid to get
involved in the process because of the burden of regulations and the fear of violating the
law that comes about. And some of these rules and regulations I do think approach
absurdity. We have a day care center at our church and the latest round we went through
was covering all the nice green grass with sand which dirties the church, dirties the
fellowship hall, dirties the food area and it just creates a problem. The kids are dirty
every time they go to change their diapers or go to help the children in the restroom.
They say they have to wash them up as well. And the sand hasn’t done one thing. There
was never a problem with accidents or injuries anyway. All the sand has done is create
problems that we didn’t have before at our day care. It’s this kind of approach to rules
and regulations, it’s parents it’s people who don’t seem to know that some of us parents
do have the ability to raise our children, we do have the ability to make our own
decisions about whether grandma or aunt Sally or Miss Mary Jane in the neighborhood
can take care of our children and what I have done is introduce a bill that says if you keep
four or fewer children in your home you are not subject to all of these day care



regulations. It can be done cheaper, it takes a load off our subsidy programs for some
parents who don’t want to be subsidized anyway and it lets these neighborhood ladies
who want to help others in their own neighborhood operate without fear of somebody
from Raleigh interfering in their lives. And I do appreciate the opportunity of at least
presenting the idea and I am sure you’ll see it again. Thank you Mr. Chairman.”

Representative Ives asked John Young of the Research about the eligibility of HB 1102
and Mr. Young replied that it is not eligible to be considered by the Senate only the
House. Mr. Young further stated that the bill would have to be rewritten to apply to the
new child care statutes that went into effect after the 1997 Session. A committee
substitute was available if needed.

Representative Ives introduced Anna Carter for the Department of Child Development to
talk about the current rules concerning keeping children in the home. Ms. Carter said the
rule is that if take care of more than two children in your home that are not related to you
then you are required to be regulated. Ms. Carter further stated that if the children are
related to you then you may take care of as many as you want. Representative Brawley
asked was this true if they are paying Grandma. Ms. Carter said this would fall under the
classification of an non-registered home and there are some requirements for DSS
purposes; they must complete a check list to receive a subsidy, but they are not licensed
by the Department of Child Development. Representative Aldridge requested that
Representative Brawley’s comments to the committee be recorded and distributed to all
the members of the Legislature. Representative Ives replied that the minutes would be
made available to the members; however he said the subject has been discussed
extensively over the last six years and a fair solution has been the result. Representative
Ives recognized Paula Wolf of the Covenant With North Carolina’s Children who
requested that an accompanying paper be distributed from the Child Care Coalition.
Representative Ives answered if Ms. Wolf would supply the paper it could be attached to
Mr. Brawley’s comments. Representative Ives asked for a motion from the committee
for HB 1102 and none was forthcoming. Representative Brawley offered to give the
Chairman a letter to hold HB 1102.

Representagive I¥es fdjourned the meeting at 11:15 a.m.
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HOUSE BILL 1102

Short Title: Neighbor Child Care Law. ‘ (Public)

Sponsors: Representatives Brawley; and Morris.

Referred to: Human Resources.

April 21, 1997
A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT TO PROVIDE AN EXEMPTION FROM ALL CHILD DAY CARE
HOME REGULATION FOR NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS WITH
CHILD CARE.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. G.S. 110-86(4) reads as rewritten:

"(4)

Child day care home. Any day care program or child care
arrangement wherein any person not excluded in G.S. 110-86(2)
provides day care on a regular basis of at least once per week for
more than four hours per day for more than two children under 13
years of age, but not to exceed a maximum of eight children at any
one time, wherever operated, and whether or not operated for
profit. Of the children present at any one time, no more than five
children shall be preschool-aged, as defined in rules adopted by
the Commission. The four hour limit applies regardless of the time
of day and regardless of whether the same or different children
attend. Cooperative arrangements among parents to provide care
for their own children as a convenience rather than for
employment are not included. '

To determine whether a child care arrangement is a child day
care home, all children shall be counted except the operator’s own
school-aged children and school-aged children who reside at the
location of the day care home. '
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Notwithstanding the above. no State registration or regulation is
required of neighbors who keep four or fewer children in their
homes, not _including their own children. if the people whose

children they are keeping approve of the method used for the care
of their children, and if the neighbors keeping the children do not
apply for or receive any State assistance to enable them to
maintain their child caring." :

Section 2. This act is effective when it becomes law.

House Bill 1102
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