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NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE ON
PRESCHOOL, ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

April 27, 1999
7:30AM
Room 421 Legislative Office Building
AGENDA
Introductions
HB 127, COMMUNITY-BASED SCHOOL ASSIGNMENTS - Rep. Jim Gulley

HB 517, DROPOUT RATE COMPUTATION/ABC’s PROGRAM -Rep. Moore

Questions and Comments by Members



MINUTES
EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE ON
PRESCHOOL, ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

APRIL 27, 1999

The Education Subcommittee on Preschool, Elementary and Secondary Education met on
Tuesday, April 27, 1999, at 7:30 AM in Room 421 of the Legislative Office Building.
The following members were present: Chairs Bonner and Moore, Representatives Horn,
Melton, Tucker, Cansler, Cox, Edwards, Gulley, Jeffus, Nye, Russell, and Warren. Sara
Kamprath and Robin Johnson, Research Staff, were in attendance, as well. The Visitor
Registration Sheet is attached and made a part of the minutes.

Representative Donald Bonner, Chair presided. He opened the meeting by asking each
member to introduce themselves.

The first bill on the agenda was HB 517, Dropout Rate Computation /ABCs Program,
sponsored by Representative Richard Moore. Representative Carolyn Russell made a
motion that a committee substitute bill be considered. A vote was taken and approved for
the motion. Representative Moore was recognized to present a summary of the bill. A
summary is attached as part of the minutes. The bill would direct the State Board of
Education to study the computation of Dropout Rates for the ABC’s Program. A question
and answer period followed. Representative Nye moved that the committee substitute be
given a favorable report. A vote was taken and the committee substitute was approved.
The bill was referred back to the Education Committee.

The next bill to be debated was HB 127, Community-Based School Assignments,
sponsored by Representative Jim Gulley. A summary and fiscal note was passed out (see
attachments). Representative Gulley was recognized to explain the bill. The bill would
require local boards of education to review their school attendance zones, establish a
process for changing these zones to promote community-based schools, review the
relative merits of their schools, and consider reallocating resources. Representative
Gulley played a tape for the committee with Dr. Jay Robinson as the speaker. A question
and answer period followed. Representatives Nye, Moore, Cox, Melton, Warren, and
Jeffus asked questions of concern. Ms. LeeAnn Winner, A representative from the North
Carolina School Board Association, expressed the School Board’s opposition to this bill.
Representative Cox made a motion to give the bill a non-favorable report. A vote was
taken and the bill received a non-favorable report.

With there being no further business, Representative Bonner adjourned the meeting at
8:05 AM. '

,d::// %ﬂ%h/ Lras) Bibpar

Representati{/e Donald Bonner, Chair “Susan Burleson, Committee Assistant




1999 PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FOR RECOMMENDING BILLS TO STANDING COMMITTEE OR TO THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE
The following report(s) from permanent sub committee(s) is/are presented:
By Representative(s) Bonner and Moore for the Permanent Subcommittee on Preschool, Elementary
and Secondary Education of the Standing Committee on Education.

(] Committee Substitute for
H.B. 127 XA BILL TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT TO PERMIT CHILDREN
TO ATTEND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

REPORTED TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
[] With a favorable recommendation.

[ With a favorable recommendation and recommend that the bill be re-referred to the Committee on

With a favorable recommendation, as amended.

With a favorable recommendation, as amended, and recommend that the bill be re-referred to the
Committee on

With an unfavorable recommendation.

With a favorable recommendation as to proposed committee substitute bill which changes the
title, unfavorable as to original bill.

With a favorable recommendation as to proposed House committee substitute bill, which
changes the title, unfavorable as to Senate committee substitute bill.

O 0o OX 00

Without prejudice.

[ Other recommended action:

WITH APPROVAL OF STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIR FOR REPORT TO BE MADE DIRECTLY
TO THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE:

Rep. for the Standing Committee on
s/
O With a favorable report.
O With a favorable report, as amended.
O With a favorable report as to committee substitute bill ( # ), [ which changes the title,
unfavorable as to (original bill) (Committee Substitute Bill # ). (and recommendation that
the committee substitute bill (# ) be referred to the Committee on )

2/24/99



1999 PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FOR RECOMMENDING BILLS TO STANDING COMMITTEE OR TO THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE
The following report(s) from permanent sub committee(s) is/are presented:
By Representative(s) Bonner for the Permanent Subcommittee on Preschool, Elementary and
Secondary Education of the Standing Committee on Education.

[[J Committee Substitute for
H.B. 517 XA BILL TO BE ENTITLED AN ACT REGARDING THE
COMPUTATION OF DROPOUT RATES FOR THE ABCs PROGRAM

REPORTED TO THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
X With a favorable recommendation.

[ With a favorable recommendation and recommend that the bill be re-referred to the Committee on

With a favorable recommendation, as amended.

With a favorable recommendation, as amended, and recommend that the bill be re-referred to the
Committee on

With an unfavorable recommendation.

With a favorable recommendation as to proposed committee substitute bill which changes the
title, unfavorable as to original bill.

With a favorable recommendation as to proposed House committee substitute bill, which
changes the title, unfavorable as to Senate committee substitute bill.

O O OO0 oO04

Without prejudice.

[0 Other recommended action:

WITH APPROVAL OF STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIR FOR REPORT TO BE MADE DIRECTLY
TO THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE:

Rep. for the Standing Committee on
s/
O With a favorable report.
| With a favorable report, as amended.
O With a favorable report as to committee substitute bill ( # ), [ which changes the title,
unfavorable as to (original bill) (Committee Substitute Bill # ). (and recommendation that
the committee substitute bill (# ) be referred to the Committee on )

2/24/99
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 1999

HOUSE BILL 127*

Short Title: Community-Based School Assignments. (Public)

Sponsors: Representatives Gulley; Baker, Capps, Church, Davis, Hiatt, McMahan,
Rayfield, Sexton, Teague, and C. Wilson.

Referred to: Education.

February 23, 1999

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PERMIT CHILDREN TO ATTEND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
Section 1. Chapter 115C of the General Statutes is amended by adding a
new section to read:

"§ 115C-364.1. School attendance districts or zones should promote community-based

schoaols,

(a) The General Assembly finds that community-based schools can enhance the
educational program of the public schools by (i) improving community commitment
to_schools, (ii) making schools more responsive to community needs. (iii) facilitatin

parental participation and involvement in conferences, events, and other school

activities, (iv) providing services to families of children attending the schools, (v

providing after-school services to children such as tutoring, mentoring, and special

rogramming, (vi) improving communication and maintaining close relationships with
parents, and (vii) respecting parents as the child’s first and most important teachers.

(b) ILocal boards of education shall review their school attendance districts or

zones and shall establish a process for modifving them to promote community-based
schools. IT.ocal boards of education shall also review the relative merits of schools

within their units and shall consider reallocating resources, if appropriate, to enhance
parental satisfaction with schools within each community. ILocal boards of education
shall report to the State Board of Education on an annual basis on the

implementation of this section."
Section 2. G.S. 115C-369 reads as rewritten:
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA SESSION 1999

"§ 115C-369. Application for reassignment; notice of disapproval; hearing before
board.

(a) Applications for reassignment to the nonmagnet school closest to the child’s
domicile. - If the school to which a child is assigned. other than a magnet school, is
not the nonmagnet school closest to the child’s domicile, the parent, guardian, person
standing in loco parentis to the child may apply to the local board of education for
reassignment of the child to the nonmagnet school that is closest to the child’s
domicile. The application for reassignment shall be made. within 10 days after
notification of the assignment or of the last publication of the assignment, in
accordance with rules adopted by the local board of education.

The local board shall approve the reassignment, even if it must reassign other
children to do so, unless:

(1) The nonmagnet school that is closest to the child’s domicile is
overcrowded due to the number of children assigned to it or
reassigned to it under this subsection who live closer to the school;

(2) The reassignment would violate a federal law, a court order, or the
conditions of a federal grant; or

(3) The local board finds that the school is not grade-appropriate for
the child or that the child needs a school of a specialized kind such
as_a school that can implement the child’s individual education
program or a school that can provide a suitable alternative learning
program.

If it is not possible to reassign the child to the nonmagnet school that is closest to
the child’s domicile, the local board shall consider reassignment to the nonmagnet
school that is second-closest to the child’s domicile.

If reassignment to the closest such school is disapproved or if reassignment to the
second-closest such school is disapproved, the local board of education shall notify
the applicant by registered or certified mail. The applicant may appeal the board’s
decision within five days after receipt of the notice and shall be entitled to a prompt
and fair hearing on the appeal. The local board of education may designate a
hearing panel composed of not less than two members of the board to hear the
appeal in the name of the board. The panel’s findings and recommendations shall be
submitted to the board for final determination. At the hearing, the board shall
reconsider its decision to disapprove the reassignment. The local board shall make
findings of fact and conclusions of law on the matter promptly and shall notify the
applicant of the decision by registered or certified mail. :

(b) Applications for reassignment to a magnet school. -- If a child is assigned to a
school other than the magnet school for which application for the child was made,
the parent, guardian, or person standing in loco parentis to the child may apply to the
local board of education for reassignment of the child to the magnet school. The
application for reassignment shall be made, within 10 days after notification of the
assignment or of the last publication of the assignment, in accordance with rules
adopted by the board of education, '

The local board shall approve the reassignment unless:

Page 2 House Bill 127
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(1) The magnet school is overcrowded due to the number of children
assigned to the school under the regular magnet admissions process
and due to the number of children reassigned to the school under
this subsection whose domicile is closer to the school;

(2) The reassignment would violate a federal law. a court order. or the
conditions of a federal grant; or

(3) The local board finds that the school is not grade-appropriate for
the child or that the child needs a school of a specialized kind such
as a school that can implement the child’s individual education
program or a school that can provide a suitable alternative learning
program.

If reassignment to the magnet school is disapproved, the local board of education
shall notify the applicant by registered or certified mail. The applicant may appeal
the board’s decision within five days after receipt of the notice and shall be entitled
to a prompt and fair hearing on the appeal. The local board of education may
designate a hearing panel composed of not less than two members of the board to
hear the appeal in the name of the board. The panel’s findings and
recommendations shall be submitted to the board for final determination. At the
hearing. the board shall reconsider its decision to disapprove the reassignment. The
local board shall make findings of fact and conclusions of law on the matter promptly

and shall notify the applicant of the decision by registered or certified mail.

(c) Other applications for reassignment. -- The pafem—er—gaaféraﬂ—ef—aﬂ-y—ehﬁd—

parent, guardian, or the person standing in loco parentis to any child, who is
dlssatlsfled w1th the aSSIgnment made by a local board of educatlon mey-within—10
rotifre € eof; may apply in

wr1t1ng to the local board of educatlon for the rea551gnment of the child to a different
pubhc school Appheet—nen The apphcatxon for reassxgnment shall be mede-en—tforms
d—e eation : made, within 10 days afte

notification of the gsmgnment or of the last pubhcatlon of the assignment, i
accordance with rules and—regulations adopted by the board of ed-ueaﬁ'eﬂ-.—}f
education.

If the application for reassignment is disapproved, the local board of education
shall give—netiee—te notify the applicant by registered or certified math-and-the mail.
The applicant may appeal the board’s decision within five days after receipt of sueh
the notice a-ppl-y—te—ﬂae—}eeavl—beafd—fef—&-heeﬂ-ﬂg- and shall be entltled to a prompt
and fair hearing on the question RSSHERMERt—E

appeal. The local board of educatlon may desxgnate a hearmg pemeis pan composed
of not less than two members of the board to hear sueh-appesls the appea in the
name of the besrd—ef-edueation: board. The panel’s findings and recommendations
shall be submitted to the board of education for final determination. At the hearing
the local board of education shall consider the best interest of the child, the orderly
and efficient administration of the public schools, the proper administration of the
school to which reassignment is requested and the instruction, health, and safety of
the pupils there enrolled, and shall assign said child in accordance with such factors.

House Bill 127 Page 3
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The local board shall render prompt decision upon the hearing, and netiee shall

notify the applicant of the decision sheH-be-given—te—the—applieant by registered or

certified mail.

(d) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules for the implementation of this

section."

Section 3. G.S. 115C-426.2 reads as rewritten:
"§ 115C-426.2. Joint planning.

In order to promote greater mutual understanding of immediate and long-term
budgetary issues and constraints affecting public schools and county governments,
local boards of education and boards of county commissioners are strongly
encouraged to conduct periodic joint meetings during each fiscal year. In particular,
the boards are encouraged to assess the school capital outlay needs; needs for new
facilities and for existing facilities, to develop and update a joint five-year plan for
meeting those needs, and to consider this plan in the preparation and approval of
each year’s budget under this Article."

Section 4. This act is effective when it becomes law and applies to all
school years beginning with the 1999-2000 school year.

Page 4 ' House Bill 127




North Carolina General Assembly

Legislative Services Office George R. Hall, Legislative Services Officer
(919) 733-7044

!lne W. Robinson, Director  Gerry F. Cohen, Director Thomas L. Covington, Director ~ Tony C. Goldman, Director Terrence D. Sullivan, Director

Administrative Division Bill Drafting Division Fiscal Research Division information Systems Division Research Division
Room 5, Legislative Building Suite 401, LOB Suite 619, LOB Suite 400, LOB Suite 545, LOB
16 W. Jones Street 300 N. Salisbury St. 300 N. Salisbury St. 300 N. Salisbury St. 300 N. Salisbury St.
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 Raleigh, NC 27603-5925  Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 Raleigh, NC 27603-5925 Raleigh, NC 27603-5925
(919) 733-7500 (919) 733-6660 (919) 733-4910 (919) 733-6834 (919) 733-2578
MEMORANDUM
TO: Representatives Bonner and Moore, Co-Chairs

House Preschool, Elementary & Secondary Education Subcommittee
FROM: Robin S. Johnson, Committee Counsel
DATE: April 26, 1999
RE: HOUSE BILL 127 - COMMUNITY-BASED SCHOOL ASSIGNMENTS
Representative Gulley

SUMMARY - House Bill 127 would require local boards of education to review their school
attendance zones, establish a process for changing these zones to promote community-based
schools, review the relative merits of their schools, and consider reallocating resources. Local
boards would be required to report annually to the State Board of Education on their
implementation of these steps.

parentis to a child to appeal school assignments. These individuals would be permitted to
request reassignment to the nonmagnet school closest to a child’s domicile or to the magnet
school to which a child originally applied. The board must reassign the child unless (i) the
school is overcrowded due to the number of children assigned or reassigned to it who live
closer to the school; (ii) reassignment would violate federal law, a court order, or the
conditions of a federal grant; or (iii) the board finds the school is not grade-appropriate for
the child or the child needs a specialized assignment. If the request is for reassignment to the
school closest to the child’s domicile and it is not possible to grant this request, then the board
must consider reassignment to the school that is second-closest to the child’s domicile. The
local board may designate hearing panels of at least two board members to hear these appeals;
however, the board will make the final determination. The board must make findings of fact
and conclusions of law on the matter and must notify the applicant of the decision by
registered or certified mail. The board’s decision is final, but may be appealed within 30 days
to superior court. The State Board is directed to adopt rules to govern the implementation of
these requests for reassignment.

‘ The bill also would establish a process for parents, guardians, or persons standing in loco

Finally, the bill would encourage local boards of education and boards of county
‘commissioners to narrow their assessment of school capital outlay needs to new and existing
facilities. This assessment would occur as part of encouraged joint planning for the
preparation of annual school budgets.

State is entitled to attend, free-of-charge, a public school in the local school administrative unit
where the child lives. Generally, local boards have complete control over determining

geographic attendance zones and school assignments. If attendance zones are established, the
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER

‘ CURRENT LAW — As a general rule, any child under the age of 21 who is a domicile of the



board generally must assign students to a school located in the attendance zone where the
students live. Parents, guardians, and persons standing in loco parentis to a child have a statutory
right to request in writing a reassignment. If reassignment is denied, the applicant may appeal
this decision and is entitled to a hearing on the question of reassignment. At the hearing, the
board must make a decision based on its consideration of the child’s best interest, the orderly and
efficient administration of the schools, the proper administration of the school to which
reassignment is requested, and the instruction, health and safety of students already enrolled in

that school.

Local boards are prohibited from drawing attendance zones or making school assignments for
the purpose of racial discrimination. North Carolina has a number of local school administrative
units that are under court-ordered desegregation plans or under Office of Civil Rights (OCR)
voluntary desegregation plans. Units subject to these plans basically acknowledge past
discrimination and, consequently, have an affirmative duty to eliminate all traces of this
discrimination. Remedial actions that may be employed include student reassignments and
busing. As long as there are traces of past discrimination, these school systems must continue to
take actions to eliminate this discrimination. School systems in which segregation has not been
found are prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, but they are not required to take
the same actions as those systems where this discrimination has been found.

Designed to address the State’s school facilities needs, several years ago the General Assembly
enacted a package of legislation, including the school bond bill, to encourage boards of county
commissioners and local boards of education to engage in joint budget planning. The boards
were encouraged to assess “school capital outlay needs” and to develop and keep current a five-
year plan for meeting those needs. The term “capital outlay needs” includes school facilities, but
it also encompasses school buses and other vehicles, furniture and equipment,” and other

facilities.

EFFECTIVE DATE -- House Bill 127 would take effect when it becomes law and would apply
to all school years, beginning with the 1999-2000 school year.

H127-SMRH-001




NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

LEGISLATIVE FISCAL NOTE

BILL NUMBER: House Bill 127 Community-Based School Assignments

SHORT TITLE: Community-Based School Assignments

SPONSOR(S): Representative Gulley

FISCAL IMPACT

Yes (x) No () No Estimate Available (x)

FY 1999-00 FY 2000-01 FY 2001-02 FY 2002-03 FY 2003-04

REVENUES

EXPENDITURES No State costs
Some potential
Local costs

POSITIONS:

PRINCIPAL DEPARTMENT(S) &
PROGRAM (S) AFFECTED: State Board of Education, Department of Public Instruction,

Local Boards of Education

EFFECTIVE DATE: Effective upon ratification and applies to all school years beginning with the
1999-2000 school year.

BILL SUMMARY: SUMMARY The bill would require local boards of
education to review their school attendance zones, establish a process for
changing these zones to promote community-based schools, review the
relative merits of their schools, and consider reallocating resources. Local
boards would be required to report annually to the State Board of
Education on their implementation of these steps.

The bill also would establish a process for parents, guardians, or persons
standing in loco parentis to a child to appeal school assignments. These
individuals would be permitted to request reassignment to the nonmagnet



school closest to a child’s domicile or to the magnet school to which a
child originally applied. The board must reassign the child unless (i) the
school is overcrowded due to the number of children assigned or
reassigned to it who live closer to the school; (ii) reassignment would
violate federal law, a court order, or the conditions of a federal grant; or
(111) the board finds the school is not grade-appropriate for the child or the
child needs a specialized assignment. If the request is for reassignment to
the school closest to the child’s domicile and it is not possible to grant this
request, then the board must consider reassignment to the school that is
second-closest to the child’s domicile. The local board may designate
hearing panels of at least two board members to hear these appeals;
however, the board will make the final determination. The board must
make findings of fact and conclusions of law on the matter and must notify
the applicant of the decision by registered or certified mail. The board’s
decision is final, but may be appealed within 30 days to superior court.
The State Board is directed to adopt rules to govern the implementation of
these requests for reassignment.

Finally, the bill would encourage local boards of education and boards of
county commissioners to narrow their assessment of school capital outlay
needs to new and existing facilities. This assessment would occur as part
of encouraged joint planning for the preparation of annual school budgets.

ASSUMPTIONS AND METHODOLOGY:

1. Local school boards could incur some administrative costs in applications for reassignments to
nonmagnet and magnet schools. These costs would be those associated with processing
reassignment applications, notification of parents, and hearings on appeals.

2. Local costs cannot be determined because the number of applications for reassignments cannot

be determined.
3. Local five year capital constuction plans usually include both new facilites, renovations, and

expansion of existing facilities. Therefore the provision of Section 3 should not add additional
local costs.

TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS: Pupil assignment plans for 1999-2000 are now complete
in most LEA's. The bill also appears to require pupil reassignments under certain circumstances

after the beginning of the school.

FISCAL RESEARCH DIVISION 733-4910
PREPARED BY: James D. Johnson

APPROVED BY: Tom Covington W

DATE: April 13, 1999Tuesday, April 13, 1999
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 1999

HOUSE BILL 517

Short Title: Dropout Rate Computation/ABCs Prog. (Public)

Sponsors: Representative Moore.

Referred to: Education.

March 22, 1999

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT REGARDING THE COMPUTATION OF DROPOUT RATES FOR THE
ABCs PROGRAM.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
Section 1. G.S. 115C-105.35 reads as rewritten:

"§ 115C-105.35. Annual performance goals: goals; computation of dropout rates for

the accountability system.
(a) The School-Based Management and Accountability Program shall (i) focus on

student performance in the basics of reading, mathematics, and communications skills
in elementary and middle schools, (ii) focus on student performance in courses
required for graduation and on other measures required by the State Board in the
high schools, and (iii) hold schools accountable for the educational growth of their
students. To those ends, the State Board shall design and implement an accountability
system that sets annual performance standards for each school in the State in order to
measure the growth in performance of the students in each individual school.

(b) In calculating dropout rates for the purpose of this accountability system. the
State Board shall not include any student who:
1 Transfers to a community college;
Is placed by the courts in_a setting in which educational
opportunities are provided;
Is expelled from school;
Does not return to school after a suspension of 10 days or more: or

Has previously been counted as a dropout.

BE

BEB
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1 The State Board may continue to use other methods of computing dropout rates for ‘

2 other purposes."
3 Section 2. This act becomes effective July 1, 1999.

Page 2 House Bill 517
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 1999

HOUSE BILL 517
Committee Substitute Favorable 4/27/99

Short Title: Study Dropout Rate Computation/ABCs Prog. (Public)

Sponsors:

Referred to:

March 22, 1999

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT DIRECTING THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO STUDY THE
COMPUTATION OF DROPOUT RATES FOR THE ABCs PROGRAM
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

Section 1. The State Board of Education, in consultation with the Office
of Juvenile Justice, the Department of Correction and the Department of Community
Colleges, shall study the method for computing dropout rates for the School-Based
Management and Accountability Program (ABCs). The State Board of Education
shall recommend whether the computation used to set the dropout rate for this
purpose should include students who (i) transfer to a community college; (ii) are
placed by the courts in a setting which provides educational opportunities; (iii) are
expelled from school; (iv) do not return to school after a long-term suspension in
accordance with a safe school plan; or (v) have been counted previously as dropouts.
As a part of this study, the State Board of Education shall report, from data for the
1998-99 school year, the number of students in each of these categories. The State
Board of Education shall examine whether it should continue to use other methods of
computing the dropout rate for other purposes.

Section 2. The State Board of Education shall report to the Joint
Legislative Education Oversight Committee by December 15, 1999, regarding its
recommendations as to the computation of the dropout rates for the ABCs
accountability program. This report shall include the number of dropouts for the
1998-99 school year based on the categories in Section 1.

Section 3. This act becomes effective July 1, 1999.



HOUSE BILL 517: :
Study Dropout Rate Computation/ABCs Prog.

BILL ANAL JAYAY
Committee: House Education, Preschool, Introdﬁced by: Representative Moore
Elementary& Secondary Education Sub. Summary by:  Sara Kamprath
Date: April 26, 1999 Education Policy Analyst

Version: H517-PCSRJ-001 for 1st Edition

SUMMARY: The proposed committee substitute for House Bill 517 directs the State Board of
Education to study the means used to compute dropout rates for the ABCs program. The Board shall

make recommendations to the Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee by December 1 5, 1999

as to whether the computation used to set the dropout rates for the ABCs should be changed. The State
Board shall report the numbers of dropouts for the 1998-99 school year based on certain listed

categories. The bill becomes effective July 1, 1999.

BACKGROUND:  In the 1998 Appropriations bill, the General Assembly urged the State Board to
include dropout rates in its standards for determing whether high schools met or exceeded their ABCs
performance goals. Beginning this year and continuing for the 2000-2001 school vear. dropout rates will
only be reported and will not affect any ABCs awards. Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year, the
dropout rates will be used to determine gains in student performance and will affect ABCs awards.
According to the provisions of G.S. 115C-12(27), the State Board shall not include expelled students
when calculating the dropout rate but maintain a separate record of the number of those students. In
August 1998, the State Board changed the method for computing the dropout rates so that the North
Carolina dropout rates, beginning with the 1998-99 reporting year, would be computed using the federal
formula.

BILL ANALYSIS: The proposed committee substitute for House Bill 517 directs the State Board to
study how dropout rates are computed for the purpose of the School-Based Management and
Accountability Program (ABCs). The State Board shall recommend whether dropout rates should be
computed to include students who:

1. transfer to a community college;
are placed by a court in a setting which provides educational opportunities;
are expelled;

do not return to school after a suspension of at least 10 days; or

wokh v

have been previously counted as dropouts.

By December 15, 1999, the State Board shall report to the Joint Legislative Education Oversight
Committee its recommendations as to the computation of the dropout rates for the ABCs program. The
report shall include the number of dropouts for the 1998-99 school year based on the above categories.

H517-PCSRJ-001
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NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE ON
PRESCHOOL, ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

June 15, 1999
1:00 PM

Room 421 Legislative Office Building

AGENDA
o Introductions
e SB 977 SCHOOL TERM AUTHORITY/SCH. CALENDAR - Sen. Carter

‘ ¢ Questions and Comments by Members



MINUTES

'HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON
PRE-SCHOOL, ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

JUNE 15, 1999

ROOM 421 LOB

Representative Donald A. Bonner Presiding

The chair, Representative Bonner opened the meeting at 1:10 p.m. on June 15,
1999. Present were Representatives Arnold, Bonner, Moore, Horn, Melton, Edwards
Hiatt, Kinney, Lubke, Nye, Russel, Sherrill, Walend and Nesbitt. Staff present was
Robin Johnson and Shirley Iorio and Committee Assistants Susan Burleson and Lucy
Johnson.

The chair recognized Senator Carter to explain Senate Bill 977; questions and
comments began when Representative Arnold and representative commented that the bill
would force local school boards to do something that they should already doing. Others
speaking on the bill were Representative’s Jeffus, and Cox. Also, speaking on the bill
were John Wilson, NCAE; Jan Croths, Executive Director of School Administration
Association; Lee Ann Winner, School Board Association; Jane Warsham, Executive
Director State Board of Education.

Representative Moore was recognized to send forth and explain an amendment to
the Bill. Asking questions were Representatives Jeffus, Horn, Sherril, Nesbitt and Cox.
The chair ordered that the amendment follow the Bill to a subcommittee to be studied
further. Appointed to the Subcommittee were Representative Moore, Chair;
Representatives Jeffus, Horn, Sherril and Nesbitt.

The agenda having been cleared, the chair adjourned at 1:49 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Representative Donald A. Bonner, Chair Lucy Johngon,@ommittee Assistant
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA

SESSION 1999

S 2
SENATE BILL 977*
Second Edition Engrossed 4/26/99
Short Title: School Team Authority/Sch. Calendar. (Public)
Sponsors: Senators Carter, Garrou; Metcalf and Robinéon.

Referred to: Education/Higher Education.

April 15, 1999
A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT TO ENHANCE THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
TEAM WITH REGARD TO THE SCHOOL CALENDAR.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
Section 1. G.S. 115C-84.2(a) reads as rewritten:
"(a) School Calendar. -- Each local board of education shall adopt a school
calendar consisting of 220 days all of which shall fall within the fiscal year. A school
calendar shall include the following:

(1)

)

A minimum of 180 days and 1,000 hours of instruction covering at
least nine calendar months. The local board shall designate when
the 180 instructional days shall occur. The number of instructional
hours in an instructional day may vary according to local board
policy and does not have to be uniform among the schools in the
administrative unit. Local boards may approve school
improvement plans that include days with varying amounts of
instructional time. If school is closed early due to inclement
weather, the day and the scheduled amount of instructional hours
may count towards the required minimum to the extent allowed by
State Board policy. The school calendar shall include a plan for
making up days and instructional hours missed when schools are
not opened due to inclement weather.

A minimum of 10 annual vacation leave days.
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€)

(4)

()

The same or an equivalent number of legal holidays occurring
within the school calendar as those designated by the State
Personnel Commission for State employees.

TFen Eight days, as designated by the local board, for use as teacher
workdays, additional instructional days, or other lawful purposes.
A local board may delegate to the individual schools some or all of
the 40 cight days to schedule under subdivision (5) of this
subsection. A local board may schedule different purposes for
different personnel on any given day and is not required to
schedule the same dates for all personnel.

The remaining days shall be scheduled by each individual school
by the school’s principal in consultation with the school
improvement team. Days may be scheduled for any of the purposes
allowed under subdivision (4) of this subsection. Days may be
scheduled for different purposes for different personnel and there
is no requirement to schedule the same dates for all personnel.

Local boards and individual schools are encouraged to use the calendar flexibility
in order to meet the annual performance standards set by the State Board. Local
boards of education shall consult with parents and the employed public school
personnel in the development of the school calendar.

Local boards and individual schools shall give teachers at least 14 calendar days’
notice before requiring a teacher to work instead of taking vacation leave on days
scheduled in accordance with subdivision (4) or (5) of this subsection. A teacher
may elect to waive this notice requirement for one or more such days."

Section 2. This act becomes effective July 1, 1999, and applies to all
school years beginning with the 1999-2000 school year.

Page 2
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SENATE BILL 977:
School Team Authority/Sch. Calendar

BILL ANALYSIS
Committee: House Education Subcommittee, Introduced by: Senators Carter & Garrou
Preschool, Elementary, Secondary Summary by:  Shirley Iorio, Ph.D.
Date: June 15, 1999 Education Policy Analyst
Version: Second Edition '

SUMMARY: Senate Bill 977 would require local boards of education to allow principals in
consultation with their school improvement teams to decide how to use an additional two days in a
school year. These days may be used for teacher workdays, additional instructional days, or other
lawful purposes.

The bill would take effect July 1, 1 99_9, and would begin to apply with the 1999-2000 school year.

CURRENT LAW: The school calendar currently consists of 220 days, all falling within the fiscal year.
Of those days, local boards must schedule at least 180 instructional days and at least 1000 instructional
hours. The amount of time in each instructional day may vary according to local board rule. Of the
remaining 40 days: 10 are scheduled as teacher vacation days; 10-11 are scheduled as holidays
(depending on the number of State holidays in the particular year); 10 are scheduled by the local board
for teacher workdays, additional instructional days, or other lawful purpose; and the remaining 9-10 are
scheduled by the principal in consultation with the school improvement team for teacher workdays,
additional instructional days, or other lawful purposes. Local boards may opt to shift any of their 10
days to individual schools to schedule. The following limitations apply to the calendar: (i) teachers
employed for 10 months cannot be required to work more than 200 days; (ii) Veteran's Day is a required
holiday for all students; (iii) the calendar must include at least 42 consecutive days when teachers are
not required to report to work; and (iv) school cannot be taught on Sundays. Local boards also must
develop a plan for making up days lost due to inclement weather. (See attached G.S. 115C-84.2)

BILL ANALYSIS:  This bill would make a change in the way a school calendar is created each year
by shifting from the local board to individual schools two of the 10 days it now has to use for
teacher workdays, additional instructional days, or other lawful purposes. This would mean that
individual schools would have 11-12 days, as compared to the 9-10 days they currently have.

ISSUE: Many school systems have already adopted their school calendars for the 1999-2000 school
year. This bill, which would apply to school years beginning with the 1999-2000 school year, could be
difficult for school boards if they have already adopted next year’s calendar.

BACKGROUND: In 1997, the General Assembly enacted legislation that significantly rewrote the
laws governing the way the school calendar is constructed. In connection with these changes,
substantive changes were made to the laws related to teachers’ salary payments and benefits.

S§977-SMSF-001 (2"" Ed) This summary was contributed to by Robin Johnson, Committee Counsel,




§ 115C-84.2. School calendar.

(a) School Calendar. - Each local board of education shall adopt a school calendar consisting
of 220 days all of which shall fall within the fiscal year. A school calendar shall include the

following:

(1) A minimum of 180 days and 1,000 hours of instruction covering at least nine calendar
months. The Jocal board shall designate when the 180 instructional days shall occur. The number
of instructional hours in an instructional day may vary according to local board policy and does
not have to be uniform among the schools in the administrative unit. Local boards may approve
school improvement plans that include days with varying amounts of instructional time. If school
is closed early due to inclement weather, the day and the scheduled amount of instructional hours
may count towards the required minimum to the extent allowed by State Board policy. The
school calendar shall include a plan for making up days and instructional hours missed when
schools are not opened due to inclement weather.

(2) A minimum of 10 annual vacation leave days.

(3) The same or an equivalent number of legal holidays occurring within the school calendar
as those designated by the State Personnel Commussion for State employees.

(4) Ten days, as designated by the Jocal board, for use as teacher workdays, additional
instructional days, or other lawful purposes. A local board may delegate to the individual schools
some or all of the 10 days to schedule under subdivision (5) of this subsection. A Jocal board may
schedule different purposes for different personnel on any given day and is not required to
schedule the same dates for all personnel.

(5) The remaining days shall be scheduled by each individual school by the school’s principal
in consultation with the school improvement team. Days may be scheduled for any of the
purposes allowed under subdivision (4) of thus subsectuon. Days may be scheduled for different
purposes for different personnel and there is no requirement to schedule the same dates for all

personnel.
Local boards and individual schools are encouraged to use the calendar flexibility in order to

meet the annual performance standards set by the State Board. Local boards of education shall
consult with parents and the employed public school personnel in the development of the school

calendar.

Local boards and individual schools shall give teachers at least 14 calendar days’ notice
before requiring a teacher to work instead of taking vacation leave on days scheduled in
accordance with subdivision (4) or (5) of this subsection. A teacher may elect to waive this notice

requirement for one or more such days.

(b) Limitations. - The following limitations apply when developing the school calendar:

(c) 1999 by LEXIS Law Publishing, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. and Reed Elsevier Propeniies Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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(1) The total number of teacher workdays for teachers employed for a 10 month term shal’

not exceed 200 days.

(2) The calendar shall include at Jeast 42 consecutive days when teacher attendance is not
required unless: (i) the school is a year-round school; or (ii) the teacher is employed for a term in
excess of 10 months. At the request of the local board of education or of the principal of a
school, a teacher may elect to work on one of the 42 days when teacher attendance is not required

in lieu of another scheduled workday.
(3) School shall not be held on Sundays.
(4) Veteran's Day shall be a holiday for all students enrolled in the public schools.

(c) Emergency Conditions. - During any period of emergency in any section of the State
where emergency conditions make it necessary, the State Board of Education may order general
and if necessary, extended recesses or adjournment of the public schools. i}

(d) Opening and Closing Dates. - Local boards of education shall determine the dates of
opening and closing the public schools under subdivision (a)(1) of this section. A local board
may revise the scheduled closing date if necessary in order to comply with the minimum
requirements for instructional days or instructional time. Different opening and closing dates may
be fixed for schools in the same administrative unit.

(1997-443, s. 8.38(c); 1998-212, 5. 9.18(b).) ‘

(c) 1999 by LEXIS Law Publishing, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. and Reed Elsevier Propenties Inc. All Rights Resaved..
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. NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE ON
PRESCHOOL, ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION

Tuesday, July 6, 1999
11:00 AM

Room 421 Legislative Office Building

AGENDA
e Introductions
e SB977 SCHOOL TERM AUTHORITY/SCH. CALENDAR - Sen. Carter

‘ ¢ Questions and Comments by Members



MINUTES

HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON PRE-SCHOOL, ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY EDUCATION

ROOM 421

JULY 6, 1999
Representative Donald A. Bonner, Presiding

The Chair called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon with the following
Representatives in attendance: Representatives Bonner, Moore, Horn, Melton, Edwards,
Hiatt, Kinney, Luebke, Nye, Russell, Sherrill, Walend, Warren, Nesbitt and Arnold. Also
present were Robin Johnson and Shirley Iorio, Research Staff; Susan Burleson,and Lucy
Johnson Committee Assistants.

The first order of business was to take up old business, Senate Bill 977. The
Chair called for the report from the Subcommittee on Senate Bill 977.

The Chair called on Representative Moore to give the subcommittee report on
Senate Bill 977.

The Subcommittee recommended that the Bill be given an unfavorable report as
to the Bill, favorable to the Committee Substitute with Amendments rolled in. The Bill

was unanimously adopted.

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:30 PM

twns oy B

résentative Donald A. Bonner, Chair Lucy B. Johnsoh Commiittee Assistant

Summitted By:




1999 PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT
" HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FOR RECOMMENDING BILLS TO STANDING COMMITTEE OR TO THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE
The following report(s) from permanent sub committee(s) is/are presented:
By Representative(s) Bonner and Moore for the Permanent Subcommittee on Preschool, Elementary
and Secondary Education of the Standing Committee on Education.

[[] Committee Substitute for E o ' : _ o
S.B. 977 : [JA BILL TO BE ENTITLED.AN ACT TO ENHANCE THE
AUTHORITY OF THE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT TEAM WITH REGARD TO THE SCHOOL
CALENDAR.

REPORTED TO THE STANDING COMMI’I’I'EE 'o'N

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
[] With a favorable recommendation.

O W1th a favorable recommendatxon and recommend that the bxll be re-referred to the Committee on

[] With a favorable recommendation; as amended. '

With a favorable recommendatlon as amended, and recommend that the blll be re-referred to the
Committee on . .

With an unfavorable recommendatlon .

With a favorable recommendatxon asto proposed commnttee substltute b111 which changes the
title, unfavorable as to original bl" : '

With a favorable recommendation as to proposed House committee substitute bill, which
changes the title, unfavorable as to Senate committee substitute bill.

DD-DDD

Without prejudice;

[0 Other recommended actio'n'

m
WITH APPROVAL OF STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIR FOR REPORT TO BE MADE DIRECTLY
TO THE FLOOR OF THE HOUSE: .

Rep. Yongue and Warner for the Standmg Commlttee on Educatnon

///
70

With a favorable report.
With a favorable report, as amgpded., ’
With a favorable report as to/ rﬁmﬁee substltute b111 (—#——-—} E Whlch changes the tltle

unfavorahle as to fm_'lgmal hl]

KOO

" 2/24/99
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA

SESSION 1999

S 2
SENATE BILL 977*
Second Edition Engrossed 4/26/99
Short Title: School Team Authority/Sch. Calendar. (Public)
Sponsors: Senators Carter, Garrou; Metcalf and Robinson.

Referred to: Education/Higher Education.

April 15, 1999
A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT TO ENHANCE THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
TEAM WITH REGARD TO THE SCHOOL CALENDAR. '
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
Section 1. G.S. 115C-84.2(a) reads as rewritten:
"(a) School Calendar. -- Each local board of education shall adopt a school
calendar consisting of 220 days all of which shall fall within the fiscal year. A school
calendar shall include the following:

(1)

2

A minimum of 180 days and 1,000 hours of instruction covering at
least nine calendar months. The local board shall designate when
the 180 instructional days shall occur. The number of instructional
hours in an instructional day may vary according to local board
policy and does not have to be uniform among the schools in the
administrative unit. Local boards may approve school
improvement plans that include days with varying amounts of
instructional time. If school is closed early due to inclement
weather, the day and the scheduled amount of instructional hours
may count towards the required minimum to the extent allowed by
State Board policy. The school calendar shall include a plan for
making up days and instructional hours missed when schools are
not opened due to inclement weather.

A minimum of 10 annual vacation leave days.
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®3)

(4)

)

The same or an equivalent number of legal holidays occurring
within the school calendar as those designated by the State
Personnel Commission for State employees.

Fen Eight days, as designated by the local board, for use as teacher
workdays, additional instructional days, or other lawful purposes.
A local board may delegate to the individual schools some or all of
the 40 gight days to schedule under subdivision (5) of this
subsection. A local board may schedule different purposes for
different personnel on any given day and is not required to
schedule the same dates for all personnel.

The remaining days shall be scheduled by each individual school
by the school’s principal in consultation with the school
improvement team. Days may be scheduled for any of the purposes
allowed under subdivision (4) of this subsection. Days may be
scheduled for different purposes for different personnel and there
is no requirement to schedule the same dates for all personnel.

Local boards and individual schools are encouraged to use the calendar flexibility
in order to meet the annual performance standards set by the State Board. Local
boards of education shall consult with parents and the employed public school
personnel in the development of the school calendar.

Local boards and individual schools shall give teachers at least 14 calendar days’
notice before requiring a teacher to work instead of taking vacation leave on days
scheduled in accordance with subdivision (4) or (5) of this subsection. A teacher
may elect to waive this notice requirement for one or more such days."

Section 2. This act becomes effective July 1, 1999, and apphes to all
school years beginning with the 1999-2000 school year.

Page 2
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SESSION 1999

SENATE BILL 977%
Proposed House Committee Substitute
S977-CSSF-001
WARNING: LINE NUMBERS MAY CHANGE AFTER ADOPTION
Second Edition Engrossed 4/26/99

Short Title: School Team Authority/Sch. Calendar. (Public)

Sponsors:

Referred to: Education/Higher Education.

April 15, 1999

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO ENHANCE THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT TEAM
WITH REGARD TO THE SCHOOL CALENDAR.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
Section 1. G.S. 115C-84.2(a) reads as rewritten:

"(a) School Calendar. -- Each local board of education shall
adopt a school calendar consisting of 220 days all of which shall
fall within the fiscal year. A school calendar shall include the
following:

(1) A minimum of 180 days and 1,000 hours of
instruction covering at least nine calendar months.
The local board shall designate when the 180
instructional days shall occur. The number of
instructional hours in an instructional day may
vary according to local board policy and does not
have to be uniform among the schools in the
administrative unit. Local boards may approve
school improvement plans that include days with
varying amounts of instructional time. If school is
closed early due to inclement weather, the day and
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the scheduled amount of instructional hours may
count towards the required minimum to the extent
allowed by State Board policy. The school calendar
shall include a plan for making up days and
instructional hours missed when schools are not
opened due to inclement weather.

(2) A minimum of 10 annual vacation leave days.

(3) The same or ‘an equivalent number of legal holidays
occurring within the school calendar as those
designated by the State Personnel Commission for
State employees.

(4) Ten Eight days, as designated by the local board,
for use as teacher workdays, additional
instructional days, or other lawful purposes. A
local board may delegate to the individual schools
some or all of the 18 eight days to schedule under
subdivision (5) of this subsection. A local board
may schedule different purposes for different
personnel on any given day and is not required to
schedule the same dates for all personnel.

(5) The remaining days shall—be scheduled by each

' indiwidual school by —the school’s principal 4i=n

: . eh £] hool

may—be—scheduled for any of the purposes allowed
under subdivision (4) of this subsection. Before
scheduling these days, the principal shall work
with the school improvement team to determine the
days to be scheduled and the purposes for which
they should be scheduled. Days may be scheduled and
planned for different purposes for different
personnel, and there is no requirement to schedule
the same dates for all personnel.

Local boards and individual schools are encouraged to use the
calendar flexibility in order to meet the annual performance
standards set by the State Board. Local boards of education shall
consult with parents and the employed public school personnel in
the development of the school calendar.

Local boards and individual schools shall give teachers at
least 14 calendar days’ notice before requiring a teacher to work
instead of taking vacation leave on days scheduled in accordance
with subdivision (4) or (5) of this subsection. A teacher may
elect to waive this notice requirement for one or more such

days."
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Section 2. The Joint Legislative Education Oversight
Committee shall study issues related to the development of a
school calendar including whether there is sufficient flexibility
under the current law to deal with school <closings due to
inclement weather and emergency situations involving individual
schools. The Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee may
report its findings and any recommendations to the 2000 Regular
Session of the 1999 General Assembly, or to the 2001 General
Assembly. :
Section 3. This act becomes effective July 1, 1999, and
applies to all school years beginning with the 2000-2001 school

year.
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AMENDMENT
Senate Bill 977

AMENDMENT NO.
(to be filled in by
Principal Clerk)
S977-ASF-003.1 Page 1 of

Date , 1999

Comm. Sub. [yes]
Amends Title [yes]
PCS

moves to amend the bill on page 1, line 3, by deleting the word
"CALENDAR." and by substituting the following:

"CALENDAR, AND TO REQUIRE PRINCIPALS AND LOCAL BOARDS OF EDUCATION
TO ESTABLISH SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT TEAMS.";

and on page 2, line 43, and page 3, line 1, by adding between the
lines the following new sections to read:

"Section 2. G.S. 115C-288 is amended by adding the following new
subsection to read:

A (1) To Establish School Improvement Teams. -- Each school
year, the principal shall ensure that a school improvement team 1is
established under G.S. 115C-105.27 for the purpose of developing,
reviewing, and revising a school improvement plan.’

Section 3. G.S. 115C-47 is amended by adding the following new
subdivision to read:

'(38) To Establish School Improvement Teams. -- Local
boards shall adopt a policy to ensure that each principal has
established a school improvement team under G.S. 115C-105.27 and in
accordance with G.S. 115C-288(1). Local boards shall direct the
superintendent or the superintendent’'s designee to provide
appropriate guidance to principals to ensure that these teams are
established and that the principals work together with these teams
to develop, review, and amend school improvement plans for their .

schools.’'";
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Principal Clerk)

§977-ASF-003.1 Page 2 of

and by renumbering the remaining sections.

SIGNED
Amendment Sponsor

SIGNED
Committee Chair 1f Senate Committee Amendment '
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AMENDMENT
Senate Bill 977

AMENDMENT NO.
(to be filled in by
Principal Clerk)
S977-ARH-002.2 Page 1 of 1

Date ,1999

Comm. Sub. [x]
Amends Title [x]
Second Edition

Representative Arnold

moves to amend the proposed House committee substitute on page 1,
line 3, by deleting the word "CALENDAR." and by substituting the
following phrase:

"CALENDAR, AND TO CHANGE THE MEMBERSHIP OF SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT
TEAMS AT LOW-PERFORMING SCHOQLS.";

and on page 2, line 43, and page 3, line 1, by inserting between the
lines the following new section:

"Section 2. G.S. 115C-105.37 is amended by adding the following
new subsection to read:

‘(c) Within 30 days of the initial identification of a school as
low-performing, whether by the local school administrative unit or
by the State Board, the superintendent shall remove from the school
improvement team any members who had been on the team that developed
the school improvement plan for the school year at the end of which
the school was identified as low-performing. Those-members shall
not serve on that school improvement team for the next two school

\yea S.'"'

and by renumberlng the remalnlng sectlons accordlngly

wSIGNED S
*Ame dgent Sponsor




- SENATE BILL 977:
School Team Authority/Sch. Calendar

BILL ANALYSIS
Committee: House Education Subcommittee, Introduced by: Senators Carter & Garrou
Preschool, Elementary, Secondary Summary by:  Shirley Iorio, Ph.D.
Date: June 15, 1999 Education Policy Analyst
Version: Second Edition

SUMMARY: Senate Bill 977 would require local boards of education to allow principals in
consultation with their school improvement teams to decide how to use an additional two days in a
school year. These days may be used for teacher workdays, additional instructional days, or other

lawful purposes.
The bill would take effect July 1, 1999, and would begin to apply with the 1999-2000 school year.

CURRENT LAW: The school calendar currently consists of 220 days, all falling within the fiscal year.
Of those days, local boards must schedule at least 180 instructional days and at least 1000 instructional
hours. The amount of time in each instructional day may vary according to local board rule. Of the
remaining 40 days: 10 are scheduled as teacher vacation days; 10-11 are scheduled as holidays
(depending on the number of State holidays in the particular year); 10 are scheduled by the local board
for teacher workdays, additional instructional days, or other lawful purpose; and the remaining 9-10 are
scheduled by the principal in consultation with the school improvement team for teacher workdays,
additional instructional days, or other lawful purposes. Local boards may opt to shift any of their 10
days to individual schools to schedule. The following limitations apply to the calendar: (i) teachers
employed for 10 months cannot be required to work more than 200 days; (ii) Veteran's Day is a required
holiday for all students; (iii) the calendar must include at least 42 consecutive days when teachers are
not required to report to work; and (iv) school cannot be taught on Sundays. Local boards also must
develop a plan for making up days lost due to inclement weather. (See attached G.S. 115C-84.2)

BILL ANALYSIS:  This bill would make a change in the way a school calendar is created each year
by shifting from the local board to individual schools two of the 10 days it now has to use for
teacher workdays, additional instructional days, or other lawful purposes. This would mean that
individual schools would have 11-12 days, as compared to the 9-10 days they currently have.

ISSUE: Many school systems have already adopted their school calendars for the 1999-2000 school
year. This bill, which would apply to school years beginning with the 1999-2000 school year, could be
difficult for school boards if they have already adopted next year’s calendar.

BACKGROUND: In 1997, the General Assembly enacted legislation that significantly rewrote the
laws governing the way the school calendar is constructed. In connection with these changes,
substantive changes were made to the laws related to teachers’ salary payments and benefits.

S§977-SMSF-001 (2"" Ed) This summary was contributed to by Robin Johnson, Committee Counsel.




§ 115C-84.2. School calendar.

(a) School Calendar. - Each local board of education shall adopt a school calendar consisting
of 220 days all of which shall fall within the fiscal year. A school calendar shall include the

following:

(1) A minimum of 180 days and 1,000 hours of instruction covering at least nine calendar
months. The local board shall designate when the 180 instructional days shall occur. The number
of instructional hours in an instructional day may vary according to local board policy and does
not have to be uniform among the schools in the administrative unit. Local boards may approve
school improvement plans that include days with varying amounts of instructional time. If school
is closed early due to inclement weather, the day and the scheduled amount of instructional hours
may count towards the required minimum to the extent allowed by State Board policy. The
school calendar shall include a plan for making up days and instructional hours missed when
schools are not opened due to inclement weather.

(2) A minimum of 10 annual vacation leave days.

(3) The same or an equivalent number of legal holidays occurring within the school calendar
as those designated by the State Personne] Commission for State employees.

(4) Ten days, as designated by the local board, for use as teacher workdays, additional
instructional days, or other lawful purposes. A local board may delegate to the individual schools
some or all of the 10 days to schedule under subdivision (5) of this subsection. A local board may
schedule different purposes for different personnel on any given day and is not required to
schedule the same dates for all personnel.

(5) The remaining days shall be scheduled by each individual school by the school’s principal
in consultation with the school improvement team. Days may be scheduled for any of the
purposes allowed under subdivision (4) of this subsection. Days may be scheduled for different
purposes for different personnel and there is no requirement to schedule the same dates for all

personnel.
Local boards and individual schools are encouraged to use the calendar flexibility in order to

meet the annual performance standards set by the State Board. Local boards of education shall
consult with parents and the employed public school personnel in the development of the school

calendar.

Local boards and individual schools shall give teachers at least 14 calendar days’ notice
before requiring a teacher to work instead of taking vacation leave on days scheduled in
accordance with subdivision (4) or (5) of this subsection. A teacher may elect to waive this notice

requirement for one or more such days.

(b) Limitations. - The following limitations apply when developing the school calendar:

(c) 1999 by LEXIS Law Publishing, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. and Reed Elsevier Properties Inc. All Rights Reserved.



(1) The total number of teacher workdays for teachers employed for a 10 month term shall
not exceed 200 days. :

(2) The calendar shall include at least 42 consecutive days when teacher attendance is not
required unless: (i) the school is a year-round school; or (i) the teacher is employed for a term in.
excess of 10 months. At the request of the local board of education or of the principal of a
school, a teacher may elect to work on one of the 42 days when teacher attendance is not required

in lieu of another scheduled workday.
(3) School shall not be held on Sundays.
(4) Veterans Day shall be a holiday for all students enrolled in the public schools.

(c) Emergency Conditions. - During any period of emergency in any section of the State
where emergency conditions make it necessary, the State Board of Education may order general
and if necessary, extended recesses or adjournment of the public schools.

(d) Opening and Closing Dates. - Local boards of education shall determine the dates of
opening and closing the public schools under subdivision (a)(1) of this section. A local board
may revise the scheduled closing date if necessary in order to comply with the minimum
requirements for instructional days or instructional time. Different opening and closing dates may

be fixed for schools in the same administrative unit. ‘

(1997-443, s. 8.38(c); 1998-212, 5. 9.18(b).)

(c) 1999 by LEXIS Law Publishing, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. and Reed Elsevier Propenties Inc. All Rights Reserved.. .
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