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AGENDA

2015- 2016 House Committee on Wildlife Resourr=s

February 18, 2015

Room 423 LOB

Call to order

Introductory Remarks by Co-Chairs:

Representative Roger West, Presiding

Introduction of Members and Staff:

Overview of Wildlife Resources Commission’s Funding and Budget:
Jennifer Hoffman

Introduction of Wildlife Resources Commission:

Gordon Myers, Executive Director, Wildlife Resources
Commission

HB 65 — Wilkes Fox Trapping
Representative Jeffery EImore
Commission Discussion and Announcements:

Adjournment:







House Committee on Wildlife Resources
Wednesday, February 18, 2015 at 2:00 PM
Room 423 of the Legislative Office Building

MINUTES

The House Committee on Wildlife Resources met at 2:00 PM on February 18, 2015 in Room
423 of the Legislative Office Building. Representative Chris Malone, Chair, Roger West, Chair
Ken Waddell, V-Chair, Jay Adams, Gale Adcock, John Ager, George Cleveland, James
Langdon, Marvin Lucas, Chuck McGrady, Larry Pittman, Michele Presnell, Paul Tine, Michael
Wray, Lee Zachary attended.

Representative Roger West, Chair presided and called the meeting to order at 11:02 a.m.,
introduced the Sergeant at Arms, Staff and Pages. He acknowledged the members of the
Wildlife Resource Committee and asked each one of them to introduce themselves and say
where they were from and a little history about themselves. The Sergeant at Arms Staff, Pages
and the Visitor registration list are all included as Attachment I, II and III.

Jennifer Hoffman, with the Fiscal Research Division, was the first speaker and explained to the
committee the, WRC Tax Transfer History and Transition, Sources of Funds, Authorized
Expenditures, WRC Divisions, Budget by Program Area, Special Funds, Wildlife Endowment
Fund and finally the WRC Budget Takeaways. See Attachment A.

Gordon Myers, The Director of the Wildlife Resource Commission was the next speaker and
pretty much explained his role as the Director and that he had been with them for 14 years after
graduating from NC State University.

The following bill was brought forth to the committee, HB 65 “Wilkes Fox Trapping” by
Representative Jeffrey Elmore, “Wilkes Fox Trapping” to the committee and Representative
McGrady made a favorable report to the bill. The majority was in favor and the motion carried.
The HB 65 was reported out.

The meeting adjourned at 2:45pm.

L e )0 Qdvorm

Representative Roger West ida C. Johnson, Co ittee Clerk
Presiding







ATTENDANCE

WILDLIFE RESOURCES
2015 SESSION
DATES §
=
™
Rep. Chris Malone - Chair X
Rep. Roger West - Chair X
Rep. Ken Waddell - Vice Chair X
Rep. Jay Adams X
Rep. Gale Adcock X
Rep. John Ager X
Rep. William Brisson
Rep. George Cleveland X
Rep. Ted Davis, Jr. X
Rep. Rosa Gill
Rep. Charles Jeter
Rep. James Langdon X
Rep. Marvin Lucas X
Rep. Chuck McGrady X
Rep. Larry Pittman X
Rep. Michele Presnell X
Rep. Bob Steinburg
Rep. Paul Tine X
Rep. Michael Wray X
Rep. Lee Zachary X







Linda C. Johnson (Rep. Roger West)

NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE
AND
BILL SPONSOR NOTIFICATION
2015-2016 SESSION

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Wildlife Resources will meet as follows:

DAY & DATE: Wednesday, February 18,2015

TIME:
LOCATION:

2:00 PM
423 LOB

The following bills will be considered:

BILL NO. SHORT TITLE SPONSOR
HB 65 Wilkes Fox Trapping. Representative Elmore

Representative Stevens
Representative Zachary

Respectfully,

Representative Chris Malone, Co-Chair
Representative Roger West, Co-Chair

[ hereby certify this notice was filed by the committee assistant at the following offices at 4:24 PM on
Wednesday, February 11, 2015.

| __ Principal Clerk
_Reading Clerk — House Chamber

Linda C. Johnson (Committee Assistant)
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WRC Special Funds

Budget FY2014-15
Code FY 2010-11 | FY 2011-12 | FY 2012-13 | FY 2013-14 (as of 113115

Previously Main

24360 |0or O oY pag | 6607793 | 7749283 | 3482178 | 3291635 | 3926411

24351 [UNting & Fishing | 14 538 563 | 14,234,956 | 17,988,916 | 13,433,342 | 12,854,005 2
Licenses

2435 |BoatTitle & 699,160 | 193,467 | 451477  |782,808° | 681913

Registrations

1. Use of fishing and hunting licenses are subject to legislative assent to certain federal acts. Specifically,
federal Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration and the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Acts state
that a State becomes ineligible to receive federal funds if it diverts the control of hunting and fishing license
revenue from the control of the State fish and wildlife agency.

2. Hunting and fishing license increased effective January 1, 2014.

3. Boat title and registration fees increased effective October 1, 2013.

11 February 18, 2015

Wildlife Endowment Fund

* G.S. 143-250.1 established the Wildlife Endowment Fund
— Revenues deposited in the Fund include:
+ Sales of lifetime hunting, fishing, and sportsman licenses;

+ Sales of lifetime subscriptions to Wildiife magazine;
+ Gifts/donations;
* Interest.

— Per the NC statutes, WRC may only authorize the use of
endowment investment income earned from the sale of
Adult Lifetime Licenses for the purpose of furthering the
conservation of wildlife resources and the efficient operation
of the North Carolina WRC

— Cash value as of February 6, 2015 = $117,031,490




WRC: Budget Takeaways

+ ~86% of budget supported by hunting & fishing license
fees, boating registrations & titles, and federal grants

» WRC is responsible for its own capital costs and debt
service

» Multiple special funds, the largest of which has a cash
balance of license revenue of ~$12.9 mil

* Endowment Fund from the sales of lifetime hunting,
fishing, & sportsman licenses; Value as of Feb 6 = $117 M

* WRC must maintain control of its fishing & hunting license
revenue to be eligible to receive certain federal funds

|7 Fiscat RestarcH Dvision, 13 February 11, 2015
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA

SESSION 2015
H 1
HOUSE BILL 65*
Short Title: Wilkes Fox Trapping. (Local)
Sponsors: Representatives Elmore, Stevens, and Zachary (Primary Sponsors).

For a complete list of Sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly Web Site.

Referred to: Wildlife Resources.

February 11, 2015

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A SEASON FOR TRAPPING FOXES IN WILKES COUNTY.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, there is an open season for
taking foxes by trapping during the trapping season set by the Wildlife Resources Commission each
year, with no tagging requirements prior to or after sale.

SECTION 2. No bag limit applies to foxes taken under this act

SECTION 3. The Wildlife Resources Commission shall provide for the sale of foxes
taken lawfully pursuant to this act.

SECTION 4. This act applies only to Wilkes County.

SECTION 5. This act is effective when it becomes law.

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/HTML/H65v1 .html 2/18/2015
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HOUSE BILL 65:
Wilkes Fox Trapping

Committee: ‘House Wildlife Resources Date: February 18, 2015
Introduced by: Reps. Elmore, Stevens, Zachary Prepared by: Chris Saunders
Analysis of: First Edition Committee Counsel

SUMMARY: House Bill 65 would permit fox trapping in Wilkes County during the trapping season
set by the Wildlife Resources Commission (WRC) and allow for the sale of foxes legally taken by
trapping.

[As introduced, this bill was identical to S76, as introduced by Sen. Randleman, which is currently
in Senate Agriculture/Environment/Natural Resources.]

CURRENT LAW: Fox trapping currently is not permitted in Wilkes County, but year-round fox
hunting with weapons is permitted. Fox trapping is allowed in 38 counties, including Ashe, Alleghany,
and Surry. In some counties, trappers are exempt from tagging requirements, and in some counties, the
sale of foxes is prohibited.

BILL ANALYSIS: House Bill 65 would allow fox trapping in Wilkes County during the general
trapping season set by the WRC, which runs from November 1 to February 28. There would be no bag
limit. The act also directs the WRC to provide for the sale of foxes taken legally pursuant to this act.
The act would impose no tagging requirements before or after sale. This act would apply only to Wilkes
County.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The act would become effective when it becomes law.

BACKGROUND:
More information on fox trapping seasons for different counties can be found at:

http://www.ncwildlife.ore/Regs/documents/fox seasons dates.pdf

O. Walker Reagan Research Division
Director (919) 733-2578
*H65-sMTa@a-1 EI1 =~V5*
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Wednesday, February 18 Room
WILDLIFE 423
RESOURCES

Name County

Logan Furr Wake

Winston Haywood Mecklenburg

Dorothy McGee Cabarrus

Johnny McNeill, Jr. Wake

Time
2:00 pm

Sponsor

Grier Martin
Speaker
Linda P. Johnson

Grier Martin


















House Committee on Wildlife Resources
Wednesday, April 15, 2015 at 1:00 PM
Room 423 of the Legislative Office Building

MINUTES

The House Committee on Wildlife Resources met at 1:00 PM on April 15, 2015 in Room 423 of
the Legislative Office Building. Representatives J. Adams, G. Adcock, J. Ager, W. Brisson, C.
Jeter, M. Lucas, C. Malone, C. McGrady, B. Steinburg, P. Tine, K. Waddell, R. West and M.
Wray attended.

Representative Chris Malone, Chair, presided and welcomed everyone to the meeting. He
introduced and thanked the Sergeant-at-Arms. He also introduced and welcomed the House and
Senate Pages. Please see attachments.

The following bills were considered:
HB 574 Opossum Exclusion From Wildlife Laws. (Representatives West, Hager, McElraft,

Luecas) Rep. West presented the bill and several committee members asked question. Rep. Jeter
made a motion for a favorable report, the motion passed.

HB 640 Outdoor Heritage Act. (Representatives Dixon, Malone, Lucas, Presnell) Rep.
Dixon presented the bill and several committee members asked questions and Rep.
Steinburg put forth an amendment. The amendment failed.

A motion was made for a favorable report, the motion passed.

Please see attachments.

Re%fésé'ntative Chris Matorme Chair Wanda Benson, Committee Clerk
Presiding







Corrected #2: Time Change to 1:00

NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE
AND
BILL SPONSOR NOTIFICATION
2015-2016 SESSION

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Wildlife Resources will meet as follows:

DAY & DATE: Wednesday, April 15, 2015
TIME: 1:00 PM
LOCATION: 423 LOB

The following bills will be considered:

BILL NO. SHORT TITLE SPONSOR

HB 460 Reporting of Animal Incidents. Representative Warren

HB 574 Opossum Exclusion From Wildlife Representative West
Laws. Representative Hager

Representative McElraft
Representative Lucas
HB 640 Outdoor Heritage Act. Representative Dixon
Representative Malone
Representative Lucas
Representative Presnell

Respectfully,

Representative Chris Malone, Co-Chair
Representative Roger West, Co-Chair

I hereby certify this notice was filed by the committee assistant at the following offices at 5:36 PM on
Monday, June 15, 2015.

_ Principal Clerk
_ Reading Clerk — House Chamber

Linda C. Johnson (Committee Assistant)






House Committee on Wildlife Resources
Wednesday, April 15, 2015, 2:00 PM
423 Legislative Office Building

AGENDA

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Introduction of Pages

Bills

BILL NO.
HB 460
VHB 574

/HB 640

Adjournment

SHORT TITLE

Reporting of Animal Incidents.
Opossum Exclusion From Wildlife
Laws.

Outdoor Heritage Act.

SPONSOR . )
Representative Warren é) &ﬂﬁf//é/ ‘Aﬂ? <
Representative West

Representative Hager

Representative McElraft

Representative Lucas

Representative Dixon

Representative Malone

Representative Lucas

Representative Presnell






HOUSE BILL 574:
Opossum Exclusion From Wildlife Laws

2015-2016 General Assembly

_ommittee: House Wildlife Resources Date: April 15, 2015
Introduced by: Reps. West, Hager, McElraft, Lucas Prepared by: Chris Saunders
Analysis of: First Edition Committee Counsel

SUMMARY: House Bill 574 would exempt opossums from State wildlife laws between the dates of
December 29 of each year and January 2 of each subsequent year.

BILL ANALYSIS: House Bill 574 would provide that no State statutes, rules, or regulations governing
the capture, captivity, treatment, or release of wildlife apply to the Virginia opossum between December
29 of each year and January 2 of each subsequent year.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act would be effective when it becomes law.

O. Walker Reagan
’ Director

TR EE

Tuis e analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.

Research Division
(919) 733-2578












HOUSE BILL 640:

Outdoor Heritage Act
2015-2016 General Assembly
’Committee: House Wildlife Resources Date: April 15, 2015
Introduced by: Reps. Dixon, Malone, Lucas, Presnell Prepared by: Chris Saunders
Analysis of: First Edition Committee Counsel

SUMMARY: House Bill 640 directs the Wildlife Resources Commission (WRC) to study the
establishment of the North Carolina Qutdoor Heritage Trust Fund, establishes the Outdoor Heritage
Advisory Council, creates several WRC studies, and makes various changes to WRC laws.

CURRENT LAW AND BILL ANALYSIS:

Section 1 of the bill would direct the WRC, in conjunction with the Outdoor Heritage Advisory Council,
to develop a plan for establishing and implementing the North Carolina Outdoor Heritage Trust Fund for
Youth Outdoor Heritage Promotion. The Trust Fund would be used to provide for the expansion of
outdoor opportunities for persons 16 years of age or younger, would be funded through voluntary check-
off donations of not more than $2.00 on transactions processed through WRC, and would be
administered by the Outdoor Heritage Advisory Council.

Section 2 of the bill would establish the Outdoor Heritage Advisory Council (Council), an independent
entity tasked with advising State agencies and the General Assembly on the promotion of outdoor
recreational activities. The Council would have 11 members, 3 to be appointed by the President Pro
Tempore of the Senate, 3 to be appointed by the Speaker of the House, 3 to be appointed by the
Governor, 1 to be appointed by the Commissioner of Agriculture, and 1 to be appointed by the Chair of
the Wildlife Resources Commission. The members would have staggered four-year terms. This section
would become effective July 1, 2015.

Section 3 of the bill would direct the Legislative Research Commission (LRC) to study the need for
expanded access to public lands, including the ways in which public land management plans affect
opportunities to engage in outdoor recreational activities, and make recommendations on how to
increase the public's opportunities to access public lands for outdoor recreational purposes.

Section 4 of the bill would require a two-year suspension of a hunting license for any individual who
receives a third or subsequent conviction for trespassing on poste property for the purpose of hunting.
Section 4 would also direct the WRC to review the statutes that provide for the suspension of hunting
privileges for a conviction of criminally negligent hunting and make recommendations as to whether
those provisions should be amended or expanded. The WRC must consult with organized hunting clubs
and public interest groups in developing its findings.

Section 5 of the bill would allow hunting with firearms seven days a week, except that the following
activities would be prohibited on Sunday: (i) hunting of migratory waterfowl; (ii) chasing deer with
dogs, or permitting a dog or dogs to run or chase deer; and (iii) hunting within 300 yards of a place of
worship or any accessory structure. After July 1, 2018, the statutory prohibition on hunting within 300
yards of a place of worship would be repealed and WRC would be required to enforce rules to restrict

hunting times, locations, and manner of take on Sundays.

H 40 -sSMTQ@=-22
s v wnalysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.

O. Walker Reagan
Director

Research Division
(919) 733-2578

*



House Bill 640

Page 2

Section 6 of the bill would require the WRC to amend its rules to provide that cub bears are those bears
that weight at least 75 pounds. Currently, a cub bear is defined by WRC rule as weighing 50 pounds.

Section 7 of the bill would allow the WRC to restrict or prohibit the use of dogs for fox hunting during

the breeding and raising season for game between April 1 and August 1, and would require the WRC to‘ [
prohibit the use of dogs for fox hunting between April 1 and August 1 in Bladen Lakes State Forest
Game Land. This section would become effective June 1, 2015.

Section 8 of the bill would codify a policy statement encouraging cooperative and neighborly
agreements between landowners and hunters for the retrieval of hunting dogs, and would provide that
any landowner or lessee who grants a hunter permission to enter the land to retrieve hunting dogs owes
that hunter the same duty of care that the landowner or lessee would owe a trespasser.

Section 9 of the bill would require WRC offers to wear body cameras during the execution of a warrant
that is based on information gathered during any undercover operation conducted by the WRC.

Section 10 contains a severability clause.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Except as otherwise provided, this act would become effective October 1, 2015.
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

AMENDMENT
House Bill 640
AMENDMENT NO. /
(to be filled in by
H640-ATQ-S5 [v.1] Principal Clerk)
Page 1 of 1
Comm. Sub. [NO]
Amends Title [NO] Date Apan. 1S 2015

First Edition

Representative Steinburg

moves to amend the bill on page 4, lines 11 and 12, by inserting between those lines:

"SECTION 5.(d) This section shall not apply to the Counties of Camden, Chowan,
Currituck, Pasquotank, Perquimans, and Tyrrell."

and renumbering the remaining section accordingly.

SIGNED @ \S%ﬁ‘;‘ é._.._? ,/..

Amendment Sponsor

SIGNED

Committee Chair if Senate Committee Amendment
\/ TABLED

ADOPTED FAILED

* H6 40-ATQ@-5-—-V - 1%
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CARC INA

SESSION 2015
) H 1
HOUSE BILL 574
| Short Title:  Opossum Exclusion From Wildlife Laws. T )(ﬁlic]
\ Sponsors: | Representatives West, Hager, McElraft, and Lucas (Primary Sponsors). |
. ! For a complete list of Sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly Web Site. ‘
| Referred to: ‘ Wildlife Resources. J

April 6,2015

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT STATE WILDLIFE LAWS DO NOT APPLY TO OPOSSUMS
BETWEEN THE DATES OF DECEMBER 29 AND JANUARY 2.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. No State statutes, rules, or regulations related to the capture, captivity,
treatment, or release of wildlife shall apply to the Virginia opossum (Didelphis virginiana) between
the dates of December 29 of each year and January 2 of each subsequent year.

SECTION 2. This act is effective when it becomes law.

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/HTML/H574v1 html 04/14/2015




H574 [Edition 1]

http://www.ncleg.net/ Sessions/2015/Bills/House/HTML/H574v1.html
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NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT
Representative Chris Malone, Co-Chair
Representative Roger West, Co-Chair

FAVORABLE

HB 574 Opossum Exclusion From Wildlife Laws.
Draft Number; None
Serial Referral: None
Recommended Referral:  None
Long Title Amended: No
Floor Manager: West

HB 640 Outdoor Heritage Act.
Draft Number: None
Serial Referral: None

Recommended Referral:  None
Long Title Amended: No
Floor Manager: Dixon

TOTAL REPORTED: 2

JUURIEFTA 0

*







Wednesday, April 15 Room Time
WILDLIFE 423 1:00 pm
RESOURCES

Name County Sponsor

Jillian Lewis Surry Sarah Stevens

Chris McCain Alamance Dennis Riddell




































House Committee on Wildlife Resources
Monday, April 27, 2015 at 5:00 PM
Room 1228/1327 of the Legislative Building

MINUTES

The House Committee on Wildlife Resources met at 5:00 PM on April 27, 2015 in Room
1228/1327 of the Legislative Building. Representatives Jay Adams, Gale Adcock, John Ager,
William Brisson, George Cleveland, Ted Davis, Jr., Rep. Charles Jeter, James Langdon, Marvin
Lucas, Chuck McGrady, Chris Malone, Larry Pittman, Michele Presnell, Bob Steinburg, Paul
Tine, Roger West, Michael Wray, and Lee Zachary. Representative Roger West, Chairman
presided and welcomed everyone to the committee and announced the Sgt. at Arm, Joe Austin,
Joe Crook, and Martha Gadison (See Attachment I), there were not any Pages present at the
meeting because they don’t work on Monday’s. The guest list is Attachment II.

The following bills were considered:

HB 161 Adopt State Cat. (Representatives Richardson, Glazier)

Representative Richardson spoke to the committee on why we should have the Bob Cat as
the state cat. ( “Adopt State Cat”). She had about 15 students, two teachers and the
principle from her district that spoke on behalf of the Bob Cat as being named as North
Carolina’s state cat. Shannon Rogers made a great little speech as to why the “Bob Cat”
should be our State cat. She said that they aren’t as dangerous as people think they are
and they are good for the environment because they eat mice and other little creatures.
Representative Marvin Lucas made the motion to report the bill out with a favorable
report. The “Adopt State Cat” bill was referred to Rules.

HB 460 Reporting of Animal Incidents. (Representative Warren)
Representative Warren spoke on his bill to the committee and Representative Waddell
made a favorable motion to the committee members and it was adopted as favorable.

HB 601 Sale of Deer Skins. (Representative Elmore)

Representative Elmore presented his bill to the committee and it was reported out as a
favorable bill. The motion was made by Representative Michael Wray. The bill was
referred to Judiciary 4.

The meeting adjourned at 5:12 pm

@\ fﬂgmd‘ )@ Qo

Representative Roger West Linda C. Johnson
Presiding Chair Committee Clerk







NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTA . [VES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE

BILL SPONSOR NOTIFICATION
2015-2016 SESSION

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Wildlife Resources will meet as follows:

DAY & DATE: Monday, April 27, 2015
TIME: 5:00 PM
LOCATION: 1228/1327 LB

The following bills will be considered:

BILL NO. SHORT TITLE
HB 161 Adopt State Cat.

HB 460 Reporting of Animal Incidents.

HB 601 Sale of Deer Skins.

SPONSOR
Representative Richardson
Representative Glazier
Representative Warren
Representative Elmore

Respectfully,

Representative Chris Malone, Co-Chair
Representative Roger West, Co-Chair

I hereby certify this notice was filed by the committee assistant at the following offices at 5:43 PM on

Monday, June 15, 2015.

__ Principal Clerk

_ Reading Clerk — House Chamber

Linda C. Johnson (Committee Assistant)






House Committee on Wildlife Resources
Monday, April 27, 2015, 5:00 PM
1228/1327 Legislative Building

AGENDA

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Representative Roger West, Presiding Chair

Introduction of Pages
Bills

BILL NO. SHORT TITLE

HB 460  Reporting of Animal Incidents.

HB 601 Sale of Deer Skins.

HB 161 Adopt State Cat.

Other Business

Adjournment

SPONSOR

Representative
Warren

Representative
Elmore

Representative
Richardson
Representative Glazier
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA
SESSION 2015

HOUSE BILL 161

Short Title: Adopt State Cat. (Public)

Sponsors: Representatives Richardson and Glazier (Primary Sponsors).
For a complete list of Sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly Web Site.

Referred to: Wildlife Resources, if favorable, Rules, Calendar, and Operations of the House.

March 9, 2015

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT ADOPTING THE BOBCAT AS THE OFFICIAL STATE CAT OF THE STATE OF
NORTH CAROLINA.

Whereas, the bobcat is a member of the North American cat family and is found
throughout North Carolina, especially in the wooded habitats of the coastal plain and mountains; and

Whereas, the bobcat is easily recognized by its short "bobbed" tail, round face with long
hairs that resemble "sideburns," and pointed ears; and

Whereas, bobcats are somewhat larger than domestic cats, standing from 20 to almost 30
inches at the shoulder and weighing up to 40 pounds, with males being slightly larger than females;
and

Whereas, bobcats are carnivores usually preying on rabbits and mice, but are also known
to eat other animals, including deer, birds, raccoons, opossums, squitrels, and reptiles; and

Whereas, bobcats are active throughout the day, but are most active at dawn and dusk; and

Whereas, adopting the bobcat as the official State cat of North Carolina would help bring
about awareness of this magnificent and beneficial animal; Now, therefore,
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1. Chapter 145 of the General Statutes is amended by adding the following
new section to read:
"§ 145-48. State cat.

The bobcat is adopted ~~ *he official cat of the State of *rth Carolina.”
SECTION 2. 'l'his act is effective when it becomes law.

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/HTML/H161v1.htmi 04/23/2015







HOUSE BILL 161:

Adopt State Cat
2015-2016 General Assembly
Committee: Wildlife Resources, if favorable, Rules, Date: April 27,2015
Calendar, and Operations of the House
Introduced by: Reps. Richardson, Glazier Prepared by: Chris Saunders
Analysis of: First Edition Committee Counsel

SUMMARY: House Bill 161 would adopt the bobcat as the official State cat of North Carolina.

BACKGROUND: North Carolina currently does not have an official State cat.The State has adopted
12 animals as State symbols, ranging from the State bird (the cardinal) to the State freshwater trout (the
Southern Appalachian strain of brook trout) and the State marsupial (the Virginia opossum). Animals
that are designated as State symbols do not receive any special protections — the recognition is purely
symbolic.

The bobcat is the only wild cat found in North Carolina. The bobcat can be found in all regions of the
State. The Wildlife Resources Commission classifies the bobcat as a game species and furbearer, and
allows hunting and trapping of bobcats during designated seasons.

BILL ANALYSIS: House Bill 161 would adopt the bobcat as the official cat of the State of North
Carolina. Designation of the bobcat as the State cat would not affect any hunting or trapping
regulations.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act would be effective when it becomes law,

O. Walker Reagan

AR |1

(919) 733-2578

“} Research Division

| * H 16 1-S8SMTQ@=-32 E 1 -V 2 *x

Ti.. ... analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does rot constitute an official statement of legislative intent.







HOUSE BILL 460:
Reporting of Animal Incidents

2015-2016 General Assembly

Committee: House Wildlife Resources, if favorable, Date: April 15,2015
Judiciary IV

Introduced by: Rep. Warren Prepared by: Chris Saunders,

Analysis of: First Edition Layla Cummings

Committee Counsel

SUMMARY: House Bill 480 would provide for the reporting of injuries inflicted on humans by
domestic or wild animals.

CURRENT LAW: Chapter 67 of the General Statutes regulates dogs, including owner's liability and
dangerous dogs.

BILL ANALYSIS: The bill would allow a person injured by a domestic or wild animal to notify the
appropriate local law enforcement agency. If the incident results in death, or the person injured is
otherwise unable to make the request, a witness to the incident may notify the appropriate local law
enforcement agency.

A law enforcement agency receiving notification shall investigate the incident within 24 hours and make
a written report. The law enforcement officer that prepares the report must forward the report to the law
enforcement agency. The report may be used as evidence in any civil or criminal trial as permitted by
the rules of evidence.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act would become effective October 1, 2015, and applies to incidents
‘ dceurring on or after that date.

D. Walker Reagan
\‘ Director

Research Division
(919) 733-2578

* H 4 6 0 - S MTSsS -7 E 1 -V 4 *

This bill analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does noi constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA

SESSION 2015
H 1
HOUSE BILL 460 ‘
Short Title: Reporting of Animal Incidents. (Public)
Sponsors: Representative Warren (Primary Sponsor).

For a complete list of Sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly Web Site.

Referred to: Wildlife Resources, if favorable, Judiciary IV.

April 2, 2015

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPORTING OF INJURIES INFLICTED ON HUMANS BY
DOMESTIC OR WILD ANIMALS.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1. Chapter 67 of the General Statutes is amended by adding a new Article to
read:
"Article 7.
"Reports of Animal Incidents.
"§ 67-37. Reports of incidents involving injuries inflicted on _humans by -*~—2stic or wild
animals.

A person who has suffered a bite. scratch, or other injury directly inflicted by a dor~~~*~ animal
not owned by *»~ person or by a wild animal may notify the appropriate law enforcement agency that
such an incident has occurred and that personal injury has resulted. If the incident occurred in a city or
town, the appropriate law enforcement agency is the police department of that city or town. If the
attack occurred outside a city or town, the appropriate law enforcement agency is either the sheriff's
department or any county police department for that county. If the incident results in the death of the

person, or if that person is otherwise unable to make the request, a person who witnessed the incid~*
may make the notification.

A law enforcement agency receiving notification under this section shall investigate the ‘~~ident
within 24 hours of receiving the notification and shall make a written report ~~narizing the incident
and describing the injury inflicted on the person by the animal. The law entorcement officer who
prepares the written report shall forward it to that officer's law enforcement agency. A report made
pursuant to this section may be used in any manner as evidence, or for any other purpose, in any civil
or criminal trial, as permitted under the rules of evidence."

SECTION 2. This act becomes effective October 1, 2015, and applies to incidents
occurring on or after that date.

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/HTML/H460v1.htmi 04/23/2015






HOUSE BILL 601:
Sale of Deer Skins

2015-2016 General Assembly

Committee: House Wildlife Resources Date: April 27, 2015
Introduced by: Rep. Elmore Prepared by: Chris Saunders
Analysis of: First Edition Committee Counsel

SUMMARY: House Bill 601 would allow the sale of skin of deer lawfully taken by hunting, subject
to tagging and reporting requirements and season limits set by the Wildlife Resources Commission

(WRC).

CURRENT LAW: Wildlife, in whole or in part, generally may not be bought or sold in North
Carolina. The following exceptions apply:

e Lawfully taken wildlife may be sold to individuals who have licenses or permits from WRC
authorizing them to buy wildlife, such as licensed fur dealers.

e Dead rabbits and squirrels and their edible parts may be sold if not sold for resale.

e Foxes taken with a depredation permit may be sold to a licensed fur dealer, provided they are
properly tagged.

e Lawfully taken non-game animals (feral swine, nutria, armadillos, striped skunks,
groundhogs, and coyotes) and lawfully taken non-game fish may be sold. The only open
season for non-game birds is crow and the sale of crow is illegal under federal law.

‘ e Lawfully taken furbearing animals and their parts, including furs and pelts, may be sold to
licensed fur dealers, subject to any tagging and reporting requirements. Processed furs
acquired through lawful channels within or without the State by persons other than fur
dealers may be bought and sold.

e Mounted specimens of non-game animals and furbearers taken accidentally, may be bought
or sold provided the proper documentation is available.

BACKGROUND: Upon harvesting a deer and before moving the animal from the site of kill, the
hunter must validate the Big Game Harvest Report Card and report the kill within 24 hours to WRC.

BILL ANALYSIS: House Bill 601 would allow the sale of the skin of deer taken lawfully by hunting,
subject to reporting and tagging requirements and any season limits set by the WRC.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act would become effective October 1, 2015, and would apply to deer

lawfully taken on or after that date.
m ”J ‘O J l_l"ﬂ Il J ‘ll _ll‘lz‘!"J‘ IIII!“”] II _“m"zl I
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Thi walvsis was prepared by the nonpartisan legisiative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.

O. Walker Reagan
Director

Research Division
(919) 733-2578
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA

SESSION 2015
H 1
HOUSE BILL 601
Short Title: Sale of Deer Skins. (Public)
Sponsors: Representative Elmore (Primary Sponsor).

For a complete list of Sponsors, refer to the North Carolina General Assembly Web Site.

Referred to: Wildlife Resources.

April 9, 2015

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE LAWFUL SALE OF DEER SKINS SUBJECT TO TAGGING
AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS AND SEASON LIMITS.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1. G.S. 113-291.3(b) reads as rewritten:
"(b)  With respect to dead wildlife:

(5) Lawfully taken fur—bearing animals and their parts, including furs and pelts, may,
subject to any tagging and reporting requirements, be possessed, transported,
bought, sold, given or received as a gift, or otherwise disposed of without
restriction. The skin of deer lawfully take~ *v ™inting may be possessed.
transported, bought, or sold, subject to tagging and reporting requirements and any
season limits set by the Wildlife Resources Comri~~i~~ The Wildlife Resources
Commission may regulate the importation of wildlite trom without the State by fur
dealers, and may regulate the sale of fox fur and other wildlife hides taken within
the State if sale of them is authorized. Fox furs lawfully taken without the State
may be imported, possessed, transported, bought, sold, and exported in accordance
with reasonable rules of the Wildlife Resources Commission. Processed furs
acquired through lawful channels within or without the State by persons other than
fur dealers are not subject to rule.

"

SECTION 2. This act becomes effective October 1, 2015, and applies to deer lawfully
taken on or after that date.

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/House/HTML/H601v1.html 04/23/2015
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House Committee on Wildlife Resources
Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 10:00 AM
Room 423 of the Legislative Office Building

MINUTES

The House Committee on Wildlife Resources met at 10:00 AM on June 9, 2015 in Room 423 of
the Legislative Office Building. Representatives that were present were; Representative Jay
Adams, George Cleveland. Ted Davis, James Langdon, Chuck McGrady, Larry Pittman,
Michele Presnell and Paul Tine, See attachment I for pages, Attachment II attended, and
Attachment III for Guest

Representative Roger West, Preceding Chair presided
The following bills were considered:

SB 374 Modify For-Hire License Logbook Requirement. (Senator Cook)
Senator Bill Cook spoke on his bill and notified that the bill had been approved by
everyone in the Seafood and Fishing industry. After asking for support from the

committee, Representative George Cleveland made the motion to move forward with the
bill as a favorable report.

The meeting adjourned at 10:10 am

O\

Representative Roger West, Presiding Chair
Presided







Linda C. Johnson (Rep. Roger Wact)

NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE
AND
BILL SPONSOR NOTIFICATION
2015-2016 SESSION

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Wildlife Resources will meet as follows:
DAY & DATE: Tuesday, June 9, 2015

TIME: 10:00 AM

LOCATION: 423 1L.OB

The following bills will be considered:

BILL NO. SHORT TITLE SPONSOR
SB 374 Modify For-Hire License Logbook Senator Cook
Requirement.
Respectfully,

Representative Chris Malone, Co-Chair
Representative Roger West, Co-Chair

I hereby certify this notice was filed by the committee assistant at the following offices at 4:45 PM on Monday,
June 08, 2015.

__ Principal Clerk
__Reading Clerk — House Chamber

Wanda Benson (Committee Assistant)






House Committee on Wildlife Resources
Tuesday, June 9, 2015, 10:00 AM
423 Legislative Office Building

AGENDA

Welcome and Opening Remarks

Introduction of Pages

Bills
BILL NC SHORT TITLE SPONSOR
SB 374 Modify For-Hire License Senator Cook
Logbook Requirement.
Presentations

Other Business

Adjournment







SENATE BILL 374:
Modify For-Hire License Logbook Requirement

2015-2016 General Assembly

Committee: House Wildlife Resources Date: June 9, 2015
Introduced by: Sen. Cook Prepared by: Chris Saunders
Analysis of: Second Edition Layla Cummings

Committee Counsel

SUMMARY: Senate Bill 374 would make voluntary the requirement that for-hire coastal recreational
fishing licensees maintain a logbook of catch and effort statistical data; delay implementation of the
logbook reporting provision; require the North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries (Division) of
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources to conduct a 12-month implementation
process of the reporting requirement, including forming a stakeholder advisory group; and prohibit
the Director of the Division (Fisheries Director) from entering into a Joint Enforcement Agreement
(JEA) with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).

CURRENT LAW: The 2013 Appropriations Act established a new reporting requirement that for-hire
coastal recreational fishing licensees submit logbooks summarizing catch and effort statistical data to the
Division. The 2014 Appropriations Act authorized the Fisheries Director to enter into an agreement with
NMES allowing marine inspectors to accept delegation of law enforcement powers over matters within
the jurisdiction of NMFS.

BILL ANALYSIS:

Section 1 would make the requirement for logbook reporting of catch and effort statistical data by for-
hire coastal recreational fishing licensees voluntary.

Section 2 would delay the implementation for logbook reporting of catch and effort statistical data by
for-hire coastal recreational fishing licensees until January 1, 2016.

Section 3 would require the Division to conduct a 12-month implementation process that would include
seeking input from stakeholders by forming a stakeholder advisory group with regard to the logbook
reporting requirement and holding public workshops for persons subject to the logbook reporting
requirement. The Division would establish a stakeholder advisory group with representation from all
major recreational fishing areas on the North Carolina coast. The Division would provide written
responses to any issues raised by the advisory group and would report to the Environmental Review
Commission no later than January 15, 2016.

Section 4 would prohibit the Fisheries Director from entering into a JEA with the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) allowing marine inspectors to accept delegation of law enforcement powers
over matters within the jurisdiction of NMFS. Section 4 would also make a conforming change by
repealing a provision allowing marine inspectors to assume such law enforcement powers.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This act would become effective when it becomes law.

Jeff Hudson, counsel to Senate Agriculture, Environment, and Natural Resources, substantially contributed to this summary.

AR B
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O. Walker Reagan
Director

(919) 733-2578

||| Research Division

1 analysis was prepared by the nonpartisan legislative staff for the use of legislators in their deliberations and does not constitute an official statement of legislative intent.
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SENATE BILL 374
Commerce Committee Substitute Adopted 4/21/15

Short Title: Modify For-Hire License Logbook Requirement. (Public)

Sponsors:

Referred to:

March 25, 2015

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT TO MAKE VOLUNTARY THE REQUIREMENT THAT A HOLDER OF A FOR-HIRE

COASTAL RECREATIONAL FISHING LICENSE MAINTAIN A LOGBOOK

SUMMARIZING CATCH AND EFFORT STATISTICAL DATA, TO DELAY

IMPLEMENTATION TO ALLOW THE DIVISION OF MARINE FISHERIES TO CONDUCT

A STAKEHOLDER INPUT AND EDUCATION PROCESS, AND TO FORBID THE

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES FROM ENTERING

INTO A JOINT ENFORCEMENT AGREEMENT WITH THE NATIONAL MARINE

FISHERIES SERVICE.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1. G.S.113-174.3(e), as enacted by subsection 14.8(0) of S.I.. 2013-360,
reads as rewritten:

"(e) Each individual who obtains a for-hire license shal-may submit to the Division logbooks
summarizing catch and effort statistical data to the Division. The Commission may adopt rules that
determine the means and methods to satisfy the requirements of this subsection."”

SECTION 2. Section 14.8(ab) of S.L.. 2013-360 reads as rewritten:
"SECTION 14.8.(ab) Fhis-G.S. 113-174.3(¢). as enacted by subsection 14.8(0) of this section,
becomes effective January 1, 2016. The remainder of this section becomes effective August 1, 2013."
SECTION 3. Prior to any further implementation of subsection 14.8(o) of S.L.
2013-360, the Division of Marine Fisheries shall conduct a 12-month implementation process to
include seeking input from stakeholders with regard to the requirement and public workshops to
provide education for persons subject to the requirement. The process shall also include the
establishment of a stakeholder advisory group that includes persons who are for-hire license holders
representing all major recreational fishing areas on the North Carolina coast. The Division shall
review and provide a written response to any issues raised by the advisory group and shall report to
the Environmental Review Commission no later than January 15, 2016, regarding the implementation
process required by this section.
SECTION 4.(a) G.S. 113-224 reads as rewritten:
"§ 113-224. Cooperative agreements by Department.

(a) Fhe-Except as otherwise provided in this section, the Department is empowered to enter
into cooperative agreements with public and private agencies and individuals respecting the matters
governed in this Subchapter. Pursuant to such agreements the Department may expend funds, assign
employees to additional duties within or without the State, assume additional responsibilities, and take

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/Senate/HTML/S374v2.html /08/2015
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other actions that may be required by virtue of such agreements, in the overall best interests of the
conservation of marine and estuarine resources.

(b) The Fisheries Director or a designee of the Fisheries Director may n~* ~nter into an
agreement with the National Marine Fisheries Service of the United States Department of Commerce
allowing Division of Marine Fisheries inspectors to accept delegation of law enforcement powers
over matters within the jurisdiction of the National Marine Fisheries Service."

SECTION 4.(b) G.S. 128-1.1(c2) is repealed.
SECTION 5. This act is effective when it becomes law.

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2015/Bills/Senate/HTML/S374v2 htm! 06/08/2015







NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WILDLIFE RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT
Representative Chris Malone, Co-Chair
Representative Roger West, Co-Chair

FAVORABLE

SB 374 (CS#1) Modify For-Hire License Logbook Requirement.
Draft Number: None
Serial Referral: None

Recommended Referral: None
Long Title Amended: No
Floor Manager: Cleveland

TOTAL REPORTED: 1
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