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Corrected #1: Added Senate Bill 4 to agenda 

NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE 

AND 
BILL SPONSOR NOTIFICATION 
2016 FOURTH EXTRA SESSION 

You are hereby notified that the House Committee on Finance will meet as follows: 

DAY & DATE: Friday, December 16, 2016 
TIME: 8:00 AM 
LOCATION: 544 LOB 

The following bills will be considered: 

BILL NO. SHORT TITLE 
SB 4 Bi-Partisan Ethics, Elections & Court 

Reform. 

SPONSOR 
Senator Rucho 
Senator Rabon 
Senator Tucker 

Respectfully, 
Representative William Brawley, Senior Co-Chair 
Representative Jason Saine, Senior Co-Chair 

Representative Kelly E. Hastings, Co-Chair 
Representative Susan Martin, Co-Chair 
Representative Mitchell S. Setzer, Co-Chair 
Representative John Szoka, Co-Chair 

I hereby certify this notice was filed by the committee assistant at the following offices at 10:08 
PM on Thursday, December 15, 2016. 

_ Principal Clerk 
_ Reading Clerk - House Chamber 

Stephen Wiley (Committee Assistant) 
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House Committee on Finance 
Friday, December 16, 2016, 8:00 AM 

544 Legislative Office Building 

AGENDA 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Introduction of Pages 

Bills 

BILL NO. 
SB4 

Presentations 

Other Business 

Adjournment 

SHORT TITLE 
Bi-Partisan Ethics, Elections & Court 
Reform. 

SPONSOR 
Senator Rucho 
Senator Rabon 
Senator Tucker 
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House Committee on Finance 
Friday, December 16, 2016 at 8:00 AM 

Room 544 of the Legislative Office Building 

MINUTES 

The House Committee on Finance met at 8:00 AM on December 16, 2016 in Room 544 of the 
Legislative Office Building. Representatives Adams, J. Bell, Bishop, Brawley, Camey, Davis, L. 
Hall, Hastings, Holley, Howard, Jones, Lehman, S. Martin, Meyer, J. Moore, Rogers, Ross, Saine, 
Setzer, Stam, Szoka, and Warren attended. 

Representative William Brawley, Senior Chair, presided. 

The following bill was considered: 

SB 4 Bi-Partisan Ethics, Elections & Court Reform. (Senators Rocho, Rabon, Tucker) 
1. Rep. John Szoka presents the finance provisions Senate Bill 4 to the committee. 

a. Rep. Harry Warren asks for clarification on finance provision of bill Ms. Kara 
McCraw offers further clarification on finance provision of bill. 

2. Rep. Paul Stam asks clarifying question on fee and if it represents a change in fee Ms. Kara 
McCraw provides further clarification. 

3. Rep. Philip Lehman asks if there are any fiscal implications for the rest of the bill Ms. Lisa 
Holloway presents Fiscal Note for the bill. 

4. Rep. Graig Meyer comments on the bill. 

5. Rep. Larry Hall asks for clarification on the bill Ms. Christy Leggett provides further 
clarification on the bill. 

6. Rep. Paul Stam comments on the bill. 

7. Rep. Larry Hall further commepts on the bill. 

8. Rep. John Szoka comments on the bill. 

Representative Bert Jones moves for a favorable report for Senate Bill 4. The motion carries. 

Chairman Brawley adjourned the meeting at 8:35 AM. 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

FOURTH EXTRA SESSION 2016 

SENATE BILL 4 
Finance Committee Substitute Adopted 12/15/16 

Third Edition Engrossed 12/15/16 
House Committee Substitute Favorable 12/15/16 

Short Title: Bi-Partisan Ethics, Elections & Court Reform. 

Sponsors: 

Referred to : 

December 14, 2016 

I A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 

4 

(Public) 

2 AN ACT TO CONSOLIDATE THE FUNCTIONS OF ELECTIONS, CAMPAIGN FINANCE, 
3 LOBBYING, AND ETHICS UNDER ONE STA TE AGENCY BY CREA TING THE 
4 NORTH CAROLINA BIPARTISAN STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND ETHICS 
5 ENFORCEMENT; TO CLARIFY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S AUTHORITY TO 
6 CORRECT DEFECTS IDENTIFIED BY A COURT IN APPORTIONMENT OR 
7 DISTRICTING PLANS; TO RESTORE PARTISAN ELECTIONS FOR THE NORTH 
8 CAROLINA SUPREME COURT AND COURT OF APPEALS; TO MODIFY APPELLATE 
9 REVIEW OF CERTAIN CASES; AND TO MODIFY THE TERM FOR INDUSTRIAL 

IO COMMISSIONERS . 
11 The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 
12 
13 PART I. CREATION OF BIPARTISAN ST ATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND ETHICS 
14 ENFORCEMENT 
15 SECTION 1. Recodification; Technical and Conforming Changes. - The Revisor of 
16 Statutes shall recodify Chapter 138A of the General Statutes, Chapter I 20C of the General 
17 Statutes, as well as Chapter 163 of the General Statutes, as amended by this act, into a new 
18 Chapter 1388 of the General Statutes to be entitled "Elections and Ethics Enforcement Act," as 
19 enacted by Section 2 of this act. The Revisor may also recodify into the new Chapter l 38B of the 
20 General Statutes other existing statutory laws relating to elections and ethics enforcement that are 
21 located elsewhere in the General Statutes as the Revisor deems appropriate. The new Chapter 
22 1388 of the General Statutes shall have the following structure: 
23 SUBCHAPTER I. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
24 Article 1. Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement. 
25 SUBCHAPTER II. ETHICS AND LOBBYING 
26 Article 5. General Provisions. 
27 Article 6. Public Disclosure of Economic Interests. 
28 Article 7. Ethical Standards for Covered Persons. 
29 Article 8. Lobbying. 
30 Part l. Registration 
31 Part 2. Prohibitions and Restrictions 
32 Part 3. Reporting 
33 Part 4. Liaison Personnel 
34 Part 5. Exemptions 
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Part 6. Miscellaneous 
Article 9. Violation Consequences. 

SUBCHAPTER III. ELECTION AND ELECTION LAWS 
Article 15. Time of Primaries and Elections. 

Part I. Time of Primaries and Elections 
Part 2. Time of Elections to Fill Vacancies 

Article 16. Election Officers. 
Part 1. State Board Powers and Duties 
Part 2. County Boards of Elections 
Part 3. Political Activities by Board of Elections Members and Employees 
Part 4. Precinct Election Officials 

Article 17. Qualifying to Vote. 
Part l. Qualifications of Voters 
Part 2. Registration of Voters 
Part 3. Challenges 
Part 4. HA VA Administrative Complaint Procedure 

Article 18. Political Parties. 
Article 19. Nomination of Candidates. 

Part 1. Primary Elections 
Part 2. Nomination by Petition 
Part 3. Challenge to Candidacy 

Article 20. Conduct of Primaries and Elections. 
Part I. Precincts and Voting Places 
Part 2. Precinct Boundaries 
Part 3. Voting • 
Part 4. Counting Official Ballots, Canvassing Votes, Hearing Protests, and 

Certifying Results 
Part 5. Members of United States House of Representatives 
Part 6. Presidential Electors 
Part 7. Presidential Preference Primary Act 
Part 8. Petitions for Elections and Referenda 

Article 21. Absentee Voting. 
Part I. Absentee Ballot 
Part 2. Uniform Military and Overseas Voters Act 

Article 22. Regulation of Election Campaigns. 
Part 1. Corrupt Practices and Other Offenses Against the Elective Franchise 

Article 23. Regulating Contributions and Expenditures in Political Campaigns. 
Part 1 . In General 
Part 2. Disclosure Requirements for Media Advertisements 
Part 3. Municipal Campaign Reporting 

Article 24. The North Carolina Public Campaign Fund. 
Article 25. The Voter-Owned Elections Act. 
Article 26. Legal Expense Funds. 
Article 27. Municipal Elections. 

Part 1. Municipal Election Procedure 
Part 2. Conduct of Municipal Elections 

Article 28. Nomination and Election of Appellate, Superior, and District Court Judges. 
When recodifying, the Revisor is authorized to change all references to the State Ethics • 
Commission, to the State Board of Elections, or to the Secretary of State, to instead be references 
to the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement. The Revisor may separate 
subsections of existing statutory sections into new sections and, when necessary to organize 
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relevant law into its proper place in the above structure, may rearrange sentences that currently 
appear within subsections. The Revisor may modify statutory citations throughout the General 
Statutes, as appropriate, and may modify any references to statutory divisions, such as "Chapter," 
"Subchapter," "Article," "Part," "section," and "subsection," adjust the order of lists of multiple 
statutes to maintain statutory order, correct terms and conform names and titles changed by this 
act, eliminate duplicative references to the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics 
Enforcement that result from the changes authorized by this section, and make conforming 
changes to catch lines and references to catch lines. The Revisor may also adjust subject and verb 
agreement and the placement of conjunctions. The Revisor shall consult with the State Ethics 
Commission, the State Board of Elections, the Secretary of State, and the new Bipartisan State 
Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement on this recodification . 

SECTION 2.(a) The General Statutes are amended by adding a new Chapter to read: 
"Chapter 138B. 

"Elections and Ethics Enforcement Act." 
SECTION 2.(b) Chapter 138B of the General Statutes, as enacted by this act, ts 

amended by adding a new Subchapter to read: 
"SUBCHAPTER I. GENERAL PROVISIONS." 

SECTION 2.(c) Subchapter I of Chapter 138B of the General Statutes, as enacted by 
this act, is amended by adding a new Article to read: 

"Article 1. 
"Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement. 

"§ 138B-1. Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement established. 
There is established the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement, referred 

to as the State Board in this Chapter. 
"§ 138B-2. Membership . 

.(fil The State Board shall consist of eight individuals registered to vote in North Carolina, 
as follows: 

ill 

ill 

ill 

Four members shall be appointed by the Governor, two of whom shall be of the 
political party with the highest number of registered affiliates and two of whom 
shall be of the political party with the second highest number of registered 
affiliates, as reflected by the latest registration statistics published by the State 
Board. The Governor shall appoint two members each from a list of three 
nominees submitted by the State party chairs of the two political parties with 
the highest number of registered affiliates, as reflected by the latest registration 
statistics published by the State Board. 
Two members shall be appointed by the General Assembly upon the 
recommendation of the Speaker of the House of Representatives, as provided in 
G.S. 120-121. One member shall be of the political party with the highest 
number of registered affiliates and one member shall be of the political party 
with the second highest number of registered affiliates, as reflected by the latest 
registration statistics published by the State Board. All appointments shall be 
from a list of three nominees submitted to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives by the majority leader of the House of Representatives and a 
list of three nominees submitted to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
by the minority leader of the House of Representatives. 
Two members shall be appointed by the General Assembly upon the 
recommendation of the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, as provided in 
G.S. 120-121. One member shall be of the political party with the highest 
number of registered affiliates and one member shall be of the political party 
with the second highest number of registered affiliates, as reflected by the latest 
registration statistics published by the State Board. All appointments shall be 
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from a list of three nominees submitted to the President Pro Tempore by the 
majority leader of the Senate and a list of three nominees submitted to the 
President Pro Tempore by the minority leader of the Senate. 

.(hl Members shall serve for four-year terms, beginning May I immediately following the 
election of the Governor. 

ill Members shall be removed by the member's appointing authority from the State Board 
only for misfeasance, malfeasance, or nonfeasance. 

@ Any vacancy occurring on the State Board shall be filled by an individual affiliated 
with the same political party of the vacating member. Any vacancy occurring in the State Board in 
an appointment made by the Governor shall be filled by the Governor, and the person so appointed 
shall fill the unexpired term. The Governor shall fill the vacancy from a list of two names 
submitted by the State party chair of the political party with which the vacating member was 
affiliated if that list is submitted within 30 days of the occurrence of the vacancy. Any vacancy 
occurring on the State Board in an appointment made by the General Assembly upon the 
recommendation of the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall be filled in accordance with 
G.S. 120-122 for the remainder of the unfulfilled term. Any vacancy occurring on the State Board 
in an appointment made by the General Assembly upon the recommendation of the President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate shall be filled in accordance with G.S. 120-122 for the remainder of the 
unfulfilled term. 

W At the first meeting held after new appointments are made, the members of the State 
Board shall take the following oath: 

"I, , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution 
of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North 
Carolina and to the constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be 
established for the government thereof; that I will endeavor to support, maintain, and 
defend the Constitution of said State; and that I will well and truly execute the duties of 
the office of member of the Bipartisan State Board of E lections and Ethics 
Enforcement according to the best of my knowledge and ability, according to law, so 
help me God." 

ill At the first meeting in May, the State Board shall organize by electing one of its 
members chair and one of its members vice-chair, each to serve a one-year term as such. In the 
odd-numbered year, the chair shall be a member of the political party with the highest number of 
registered affiliates, as reflected by the latest registration statistics published by the State Board, 
and the vice-chair a member of the political party with the second highest number of registered 
affiliates. In the even-numbered year, the chair shall be a member of the political party with the 
second highest number of registered affiliates, as reflected by the latest registration statistics 
published by the State Board, and the vice-chair a member of the political party with the highest 
number of registered affiliates. 

(g} At the first meeting held after new appointments are made after taking the oath, the 
State Board shall elect one of its members secretary, to serve a four-year term as such. 

.(hl No person shall be eligible to serve as a member of the State Board who holds any 
elective or appointive office under the government of the United States, the State of North 
Carolina, or any political subdivision thereof. No person who holds any office in a political party 
or organization, or who is a candidate for nomination or election to any office, or who is a 
campaign manager or treasurer of any candidate in a primary or election shall be eligible to serve 
as a member of the State Board. In addition, no person while serving on the State Board shall: 

Page 4 

ill Make a reportable contribution to a candidate for a public office over which the 
State Board would have jurisdiction or authority. 

ill Register as a lobbyist under Article 8 of this Chapter. 
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I ill Make written or oral statements intended for general distribution or 
2 dissemination to the public at large supporting or opposing the nomination or 
3 election of one or more clearly identified candidates for public office. 
4 ill Make written or oral statements intended for general distribution or 
5 dissemination to the public at large supporting or opposing the passage of one 
6 or more clearly identified referendum or ballot issue proposals. 
7 ill Solicit contributions for a candidate, political committee, or referendum 
8 committee. 
9 ill Members of the State Board shall receive per diem, subsistence, and travel, as provided 

IO in G.S. 138-5 and G.S. 138-6. 
11 "§ 138B-3. Meetings; quorum; majority. 
12 The State Board shall meet at least monthly and at other times as called by its chair or by six 
13 of its members. ln the case of a vacancy in the chair, meetings may be called by the vice-chair. Six 
14 members of the State Board constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Except where 
15 required by law to act unanimously, a majority vote for action of the State Board shall require six 
16 of the eight members. 
17 "§ 138B-4. Powers of the State Board in the execution of State Board duties. 
18 fill In the performance of the duties enumerated in this Chapter, the State Board, upon a 
19 vote of six or more of its members, shall have power to administer oaths, issue subpoenas, 
20 summon witnesses, and compel the production of papers, books, records, and other evidence. Such 
21 subpoenas for designated witnesses or identified papers, books, records, and other evidence shall 
22 be signed and issued by the chair. 
23 ill In the absence of the chair or upon the chair's refusal to act, the vice-chair may sign 
24 and issue subpoenas, summon witnesses, and compel the production of papers, books, records, and 
25 other evidence approved in accordance with subsection (a) of this section. In the absence of the 

e 26 chair or upon the chair's refusal to act, any member of the State Board may administer oaths. 
27 {£1 The State Board, upon a vote of six or more of its members, may petition the Superior 
28 Court of Wake County for the approval to issue subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum as 
29 necessary to conduct investigations of violations of this Chapter. The court shall authorize 
30 subpoenas under this subsection when the court determines they are necessary for the enforcement 
31 of this Chapter. Subpoenas issued under this subsection shall be enforceable by the court through 
32 contempt powers. Venue shall be with the Superior Court of Wake County for any nonresident 
33 person, or that person's agent, who makes a reportable expenditure under this Chapter, and 
34 personal jurisdiction may be asserted under G.S. 1-75.4. 
35 "§ 138B-5. Independent agency, staff, and offices. 
36 {fil The State Board shall be and remain an independent regulatory and quasi-judicial 
37 agency and shall not be placed within any principal administrative department. The State Board 
38 shall exercise its statutory powers, duties, functions, and authority and shall have all powers and 
39 duties conferred upon the heads of principal departments under G.S. 143B-10. 
40 ill The State Board may employ professional and clerical staff, including an Executive 
41 Director. 
42 "§ 138B-6. Executive Director of the State Board. 
43 .(fil There is hereby created the position of Executive Director of the State Board, who shall 
44 perform all duties imposed by statute and such duties as may be assigned by the State Board. 
45 ill The State Board shall appoint an Executive Director for a term of four years with 
46 compensation to be determined by the Office of State Human Resources. The Executive Director 
4 7 shall serve beginning May 15 after the first meeting held after new appointments to the State 
48 Board are made, unless removed for cause, until a successor is appointed. In the event of a 

• 49 vacancy, the vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of the term . 
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.{f} The Executive Director shall be responsible for staffing, administration, execution of 
the State Board's decisions and orders, and shall perform such other responsibilities as may be 
assigned by the State Board. 

@ The Executive Director shall be the chief State elections official. 11 

SECTION 3.(a) G.S. I 38A-6 is repealed. 
SECTION 3.(b) G.S. 138A-7 is repealed. 
SECTION 3.(c) G.S. l 38A-8 is repealed. 
SECTION 3.(d) G.S. 138A-9 is repealed. 
SECTION 3.(e) G.S. I 38A-13 reads as rewritten: 

11§ 138A-13. Request for advice. 

(a2) A request for a formal advisory opinion under subsection (a) of this section shall be in 
writing, electronic or otherwise. The Commission State Board shall issue formal advisory opinions 
having prospective application only. A public servant or legislative employee who relies upon the 
advice provided to that public servant or legislative employee on a specific matter addressed by 
the requested formal advisory opinion shall be immune from all of the following: 

( l) Investigation by the Commission,State Board, except for an inquiry under 
G.S. I38A-12(b)(3). 

(2) Any adverse action by the employing entity. 
fJ) Investigation by the Seeretary of State. 

(b 1) A request by a legislator for a recommended formal advisory opinion shall be in 
writing, electronic or otherwise. The Commission State Board shall issue recommended formal 
advisory opinions having prospective application only. Until action is taken by the Committee 
under G.S. 120-104, a legislator who relies upon the advice provided to that legislator on a 
specific matter addressed by the requested recommended formal advisory opinion shall be immune 
from all of the following: 

11 

( l) Investigation by the Committee or Commission, State Board, except for an 
inquiry under G.S. I38A-12(b)(3). 

(2) Any adverse action by the house of which the legislator is a member. 
fJ) Investigation by the Seeretary of State. 

SECTION 4. Chapter 120C of the General Statutes reads as rewritten: 
11 

"§ 120C-101. Rules and forms. 
(a) The Commission State Board shall adopt any rules or definitions necessary to interpret 

the provisions of this Chapter and adopt any rules necessary to administer the provisions of this 
Chapter, e>wept for Articles 2, 4 and 8 of this Chapter. The Secretary of State shall adopt any 
rules, orders, and forms as are necessary to administer the provisions of Articles 2, 4 and 8 of this 
Chapter. The Seeretary of State may appoint a eouneil to advise the Secretary in adopting rules 
under this seetion.Chapter. 

(b) With respect to the forms adopted under subsection (a) of this section, the Secretary of 
StateState Board shall adopt rules to protect from disclosure all confidential information under 
Chapter 132 of the General Statutes related to economic development initiatives or to industrial or 
business recruitment activities. The information shall remain confidential until the State, a unit of 
local government, or the business has announced a commitment by the business to expand or 
locate a specific project in this State or a final decision not to do so, and the business has 
communicated that commitment or decision to the State or local government agency involved with 
the project. 

(c) In adopting rules under this Chapter, the Commission State Board is exempt from the 
requirements of Article 2A of Chapter 1508 of the General Statutes, except that the Commission 
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1 State Board shall comply with G.S. 150B-21.2( d). At least 30 business days prior to adopting a 
2 rule, the CommissionState Board shall: 

• 3 (1) Publish the proposed rules in the North Carolina Register . 
4 (2) Submit the rule and a notice of public hearing to the Codifier of Rules , and the 
5 Codifier of Rules shall publish the proposed rule and the notice of public 
6 hearing on the Internet to be posted within five business days. 
7 (3) Notify those on the mailing list maintained in accordance with 
8 G.S. 150B-21.2(d) and any other interested parties of its intent to adopt a rule 
9 and of the public hearing. 

IO ( 4) Accept written comments on the proposed rule for at least 15 business days 
11 prior to adoption of the rule. 
12 (5) Hold at least one public hearing on the proposed rule no less than five days 
13 after the rule and notice have been published. 
14 A rule adopted under this subsection becomes effective the first day of the month following the 
15 month the final rule is submitted to the Codifier of Rules for entry into the North Carolina 
16 Administrative Code, and applies prospectively. A rule adopted by the Commission that does not 
17 comply with the procedural requirements of this subsection shall be null, void, and without effect. 
18 For purposes of this subsection, a rule is any CommissionState Board regulation, standard, or 
19 statement of general applicability that interprets an enactment by the General Assembly or 
20 Congress, or a regulation adopted by a federal agency, or that describes the procedure or practice 
21 requirements of the Commission.State Board. 
22 (ef for purposes of G.S . l 50B 2 l .3(b2), a written ob:jeetion filed by the Commission to a 
23 rule adopted b)' the Seeretary of State pursuant to this Chapter shall be deemed written ob:jeetions 
24 from 10 or more persons under that statute. }Jotv,cithstanding G.S. l 50B 2 l.3(b2), a rule adopted 
25 by the Seeretary of State pursuant to this Chapter ob:jeeted to by the Commission under this 
26 subseetion shall not beeome effeefr,e until an aet of the General Assembly approving the rule has 
27 beeome law. lf the General Assembly does not approve a rule under this subseetion by the da;' of 
28 adjournment of the nex:t regular session of the General Assembly that begins at least 25 da;'s after 
29 the date the Rules ReYiew Commission approves the rule, the permanent rule shall not beeome 
30 effeetive and any temporary rule assoeiated ·.vith the permanent rule eKpires. If the General 
31 Assembly fail s to approve a rule by the day of adjournment, the Seeretary of State may initiate 
32 rulemaking for a new permanent rule , ineluding by the adoption of a temporary rule. 
33 "§ 120C-102. Request for advice. 
34 (a) At the request of any person, State agency, or governmental unit affected by this 
35 Chapter, the CommissionState Board shall render advice on specific questions involving the 
36 meaning and application of this Chapter and that person's, State agency's, or any governmental 
37 unit's compliance therewith. Requests for advice and advice rendered in response to those requests 
38 shall relate to real or reasonably anticipated fact settings or circumstances. 
39 (al) A request for a formal opinion under subsection (a) of this section shall be in writing, 
40 electronic or otherwise. The CommissionState Board shall issue formal advisory opinions having 
41 prospective application only. An individual , State agency, or governmental unit who relies upon 
42 the advice provided to that individual, State agency, or governmental unit on a specific matter 
43 addressed by a requested formal advisory opinion shall be immune from all of the following : 
44 (1) Investigation by the Commission.State Board. 
45 (2) Any adverse action by the employing entity. 
46 ~ Investigation b)' the Seeretary of State. 
4 7 (b) Staff to the CommissionState Board may issue advice, but not formal advisory 
48 opinions, under procedures adopted by the Commission.State Board. 

• 49 (c) The CommissionState Board shall publish its formal advisory opinions within 30 days 
50 of issuance, edited as necessary to protect the identities of the individuals requesting opinions. 
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( d) Except as provided under subsections ( c) and ( d l) of this section, a request for advice, 
any advice provided by CommissionState Board staff, any formal advisory opinions, any 
supporting documents submitted or caused to be submitted to the CommissionState Board or 
CommissionState Board staff, and any documents prepared or collected by the CommissionState 
Board or the CommissionState Board staff in connection with a request for advice are confidential. 
The identity of the individual, State agency, or governmental unit making the request for advice, 
the existence of the request, and any information related to the request may not be revealed 
without the consent of the requestor. An individual, State agency, or governmental unit who 
requests advice or receives advice, including a formal advisory opinion, may authorize the release 
to any other person, the State, or any governmental unit of the request, the advice, or any 
supporting documents. 

For purposes of this section, "document" is as defined in G.S. 120-129. Requests for advice, 
any advice, and any documents related to requests for advice are not "public records" as defined in 
G.S. 132-1. 

f4B Staff to the Commission may share all information and documents related to requests 
under subsection (a) and (al) of this section with staff of the Office of the Secretary of State. The 
information and documents in the possession of the staff of the Office of the Secretar)' of State 
shall remain confidential and not public records. The Commission shall foF\vard an unedited copy 
of each formal ad\'isory opinion under this section to the Secretary of State at the time the formal 
advisory opinion is issued to the requester, and the Secretary of State shall treat that unedited 
advisory opinion as confidential and not a public record. 

(e) Requests for advisory opinions may be withdrawn by the requestor at any time prior to 
the issuance of a formal advisory opinion. 

"§ 120C-601. Powers and duties of the Commission.State Board. 
(a) The CommissionState Board may investigate complaints of violations of this Chapter 

and shall refer complaints related solely to Articles 2, 4, or 8 of this Chapter to the Secretary of 
State,.Chapter. 

(b) The CommissionState Board may petition the Superior Court of Wake County for the 
approval to issue subpoenas and subpoenas duces tecum as necessary to conduct investigations of 
violations of this Chapter. The court shall authorize subpoenas under this subsection when the 
court determines they are necessary for the enforcement of this Chapter. Subpoenas issued under 
this subsection shall be enforceable by the court through contempt powers. Venue shall be with 
the Superior Court of Wake County for any nonresident person, or that person's agent, who makes 
a reportable expenditure under this Chapter, and personal jurisdiction may be asserted under 
G.S. 1-75.4. 

(c) Complaints of violations of this Chapter and all other records accumulated in 
conjunction with the investigation of these complaints shall be considered confidential records and 
may be released only by order of a court of competent jurisdiction. Any information obtained by 
the CommissionState Board from any law enforcement agency, administrative agency, or 
regulatory organization on a confidential or otherwise restricted basis in the course of an 
investigation shall be confidential and exempt from G.S. 132-6 to the same extent that it is 
confidential in the possession of the providing agency or organization. 

(d) The CommissionState Board shall publish annual statistics on complaints, including 
the number of complaints, the number of apparent violations of this Chapter referred to a district 
attorney, the number of dismissals, and the number and age of complaints pending. 
"§ 120C-602. Punishment for violation. 

(a) Whoever willfully violates any provision of Article 2 or Article 3 of this Chapter shall 
be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor, except as provided in those Articles. In addition, no lobbyist 
who is convicted of a violation of the provisions of this Chapter shall in any way act as a lobbyist 
for a period of two years from the date of conviction. 
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(b) ln addition to the criminal penalties set forth in this section, the Secretary of State ma)' 
levy ciYil fines for a ,·iolation of any provision of Artieles 2, 4, or 8 of this Chapter up to fiye 
thousand dollars ($5 ,000) per violation. In addition to the criminal penalties set forth in this 
section, the CommissionState Board may levy civil fines for a violation of any provision of this 
Chapter except Article 2, 4, or 8 of this Chapter up to five thousand dollars ($5 ,000) per violation. 
"§ 120C-603. Enforcement by district attorney and Attorney General. 

(a) The Commission or the Secretar)' of State, as appropriate, State Board may investigate 
complaints of violations of this Chapter and shall report apparent violations of this Chapter to the 
district attorney of the prosecutorial district as defined in G.S. 7 A-60 of which Wake County is a 
part, who shall prosecute any person or governmental unit who violates any provisions of this 
Chapter. 

(b) Complaints of violations of this Chapter involving the CommissionState Board or any 
member employee of the CommissionState Board shall be referred to the Attorney General for 
investigation. The Attorney General shall, upon receipt of a complaint, make an appropriate 
investigation thereof, and the Attorney General shall forward a copy of the investigation to the 
district attorney of the prosecutorial district as defined in G.S. 7 A-60 of which Wake County is a 
part, who shall prosecute any person or governmental unit who violates any provisions of this 
Chapter. 

" 
SECTION 5.(a) G.S. 163-19 is repealed. 
SECTION 5.(b) G.S. 163-20 reads as rewritten: 

"§ 163-20. Meetings of Board; quorum; minutes. 
W Call of Meeting. The State Board of Elections shall meet at the call of the chairman 

whenever necessar)' to discharge the duties and functions imposed upon it b)' this Chapter. The 
chairman shall call a meeting of the Board upon the 1n<ritten application or applications of any two 
members thereof. If there is no chairman, or if the ehairman does not eaU a meeting within three 
da;'s after reeeiving a written request or requests from tv~·o members, an;· three members of the 
Board shall have power to eall a meeting of the Board, and any duties imposed or po,,·ers 
eonferred on the Board by this Chapter may be performed or exereised at that meeting, although 
the time for performing or eJtercising the same prescribed by this Chapter may ha,,e expired. 

(b) Place of Meeting. - Except as provided in subsection (c), below, the State Board ef 
Eleetions shall meet in its offices in the City of Raleigh, or at another place in Raleigh to be 
designated by the chairman. However, subject to the limitation imposed by subsection (c), below, 
upon the prior written request of any futtt:-six members, the State Board of Elections shall meet at 
any other place in the State designated by the futtt:-six members. 

(c) Meetings to Investigate Alleged Violations of This Chapter. - When called upon to 
investigate or hear sworn alleged violations of this Chapter, the State Board of Elections shall 
meet and hear the matter in the county in which the violations are alleged to have occurred. 

W Quorum. A majority of the members constitutes a quorum for the transaction of 
business by the State Board of Eleetions. If any member of the Board fails to attend a meeting, and 
by reason thereof there is no quorum, the members present shall adjourn from day to da)' for not 
more than three days, by the end of whieh time, if there is no quorum, the Governor may 
summaril)' remove an)' member failing to attend and appoint his successor. 

(e) Minutes. - The State Board of Elections shall keep minutes recording all proceedings 
and findings at each of its meetings. The minutes shall be recorded in a book which shall be kept 
in the office of the Board in Raleigh." 

SECTION 5.(c) G.S. 163-21 is repealed. 
SECTION 5.(d) G.S. 163-23 is repealed. 
SECTION 5.(e) G.S. 163-26 is repealed . 
SECTION 5.(f) G.S . 163-27 is repealed. 
SECTION 5.(g) G.S. 163-28 is repealed. 
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SECTION 5.(h) G.S. 163-30 reads as rewritten: 
"§ 163-30. County boards of elections; appointments; terms of office; qualifications; 

vacancies; oath of office; instructional meetings. 
In every county of the State there shall be a county board of elections, to consist of ~four 

persons of good moral character who are registered voters in the county in which they are to act. 
Two of the members of the county board of elections shall be of the political party with the 
highest number of registered affiliates and two shall be of the political party with the second 
highest number of registered affiliates, as reflected by the latest registration statistics published by 
the State Board. Members of county boards of elections shall be appointed by the State Board e.f 
Elections on the last Tuesday in June ~2017, and every two years thereafter, and their terms of 
office shall continue for two years from the specified date of appointment and until their 
successors are appointed and qualified. Not more than t,,,.,o members of the county board of 
elections shall belong to the same political party. 

No person shall be eligible to serve as a member of a county board of elections who holds any 
elective office under the government of the United States, or of the State of North Carolina or any 
political subdivision thereof. 

No person who holds any office in a state, congressional district, county or precinct political 
party or organization, or who is a campaign manager or treasurer of any candidate or political 
party in a primary or election, shall be eligible to serve as a member of a county board of 
elections, provided however that the position of delegate to a political party convention shall not 
be considered an office for the purpose of this section. 

No person shall be eligible to serve as a member of a county board of elections who is a 
candidate for nomination or election. 

No person shall be eligible to serve as a member of a county board of elections who is the 
wife, husband, son, son-in-law, daughter, daughter-in-law, mother, mother-in-law, father, 
father-in-law, sister, sister-in-law, brother, brother-in-law, aunt, uncle, niece, or nephew of any 
candidate for nomination or election. Upon any member of the board of elections becoming 
ineligible, that member's seat shall be declared vacant. This paragraph only applies if the county 
board of elections is conducting the election for which the relative is a candidate. 

The State chairman chair of each political party shall have the right to recommend to the State 
Board of Elections three registered voters in each county for appointment to the board of elections 
for that county. If such recommendations are received by the Board 15 or more days before the 
last Tuesday in June ~2017, and each two years thereafter, it shall be the duty of the State 
Board of Elections to appoint the county boards from the names thus recommended. 

Whenever a vacancy occurs in the membership of a county board of elections for any cause the 
State chairman chair of the political party of the vacating member shall have the right to 
recommend two registered voters of the affected county for such office, and it shall be the duty of 
the State Board of Elections to fill the vacancy from the names thus recommended. 

At the meeting of the county board of elections required by G.S. 163-31 to be held on Tuesday 
following the third Monday in July in the year of their appointment the members shall take the 
following oath of office: 

"I, , do solemnly swear ( or affirm) that I will support the 
Constitution of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to 
the State of North Carolina and to the constitutional powers and authorities which 
are or may be established for the government thereof; that I will endeavor to 
support, maintain and defend the Constitution of said State, not inconsistent with 
the Constitution of the United States; and that I will well and truly execute the 
duties of the office of member of the County Board of Elections to the 
best of my knowledge and ability, according to law; so help me God." 

At the first meeting in July annually, the county boards shall organize by electing one of its 
members chair and one of its members vice-chair, each to serve a one-year term as such. In the 
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odd-numbered year, the chair shall be a member of the political party with the highest number of 
registered affiliates, as reflected by the latest regi stration statistics published by the State Board, 
and the vice-chair a member of the political party with the second highest number of registered 
affiliates. In the even-numbered year, the chair shall be a member of the political party with the 
second highest number of registered affiliates, as reflected by the latest registration statistics 
published by the State Board, and the vice-chair a member of the political party with the highest 
number of registered affiliates. 

Each member of the county board of elections shall attend each instructional meeting held 
pursuant to G.S. 163-46, unless excused for good cause by the ehairman chair of the board, and 
shall be paid the sum of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per day for attending each of those 
meetings." 

SECTION 5.(i) G.S. 163-31 reads as rewritten: 
"§ 163-31. Meetings of county boards of elections; quorum; ma jority; minutes. 

In each county of the State the members of the county board of elections shall meet at the 
courthouse or board office at noon on the Tuesday following the third Monday in July in the year 
of their appointment by the State Board of Eleetions and, after taking the oath of office provided in 
G.S. 163-30, they shall organize by electing one member ehairmanchair and another member 
secretary of the county board of elections. On the Tuesday following the third Monday in August 
of the year in which they are appointed the county board of elections shall meet and appoint 
precinct chief judges and judges of elections. The board may hold other meetings at such times as 
the ehairman chair of the board, or any twe--three members thereof, may direct, for the 
performance of duties prescribed by law. A majority of theThree members shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of board business. Except where required by law to act unanimously, a 
majority vote for action of the board shall require three of the four members. The ehairman chair 
shall notify, or cause to be notified, all members regarding every meeting to be held by the board. 

The county board of elections shall keep minutes recording all proceedings and findings at 
each of its meetings. The minutes shall be recorded in a book which shall be kept in the board 
office and it shall be the responsibility of the secretary, elected by the board, to keep the required 
minute book current and accurate. The secretary of the board may designate the director of 
elections to record and maintain the minutes under his or her supervision." 

SECTION 5.G) G.S. 163-182.13 reads as rewritten: 
"§ 163-182.13. New elections. 

(a) When State Board May Order New Election. -The State Board of eleetions may order 
a new election, upon agreement of at least fet:tr-six of its members, in the case of any one or more 
of the following: 

(1) Ineligible voters sufficient in number to change the outcome of the election 
were allowed to vote in the election, and it is not possible from examination of 
the official ballots to determine how those ineligible voters voted and to correct 
the totals. 

(2) Eligible voters sufficient in number to change the outcome of the election were 
improperly prevented from voting. 

(3) Other irregularities affected a sufficient number of votes to change the outcome 
of the election. 

( 4) Irregularities or improprieties occurred to such an extent that they taint the 
results of the entire election and cast doubt on its fairness. 

(b) State Board to Set Procedures. - The State Board of Eleetions shall determine when a 
new election shall be held and shall set the schedule for publication of the notice, preparation of 
absentee official ballots, and the other actions necessary to conduct the election. 

(c) Eligibility to Vote in New Election. - Eligibility to vote in the new election shall be 
determined by the voter's eligibility at the time of the new election, except that in a primary, no 
person who voted in the initial primary of one party shall vote in the new election in the primary 
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of another party. The State Board of Elections shall promulgate adopt rules to effect the provisions 
of this subsection. 

(d) Jurisdiction in Which New Election Held. -The new election shall be held in the entire 
jurisdiction in which the original election was held. 

(e) Which Candidates to Be on Official Ballot. - All the candidates who were listed on the 
official ballot in the original election shall be listed in the same order on the official ballot for the 
new election, except in either of the following: 

(I) If a candidate dies or otherwise becomes ineligible between the time of the 
original election and the new election, that candidate may be replaced in the 
same manner as if the vacancy occurred before the original election. 

(2) If the election is for a multiseat office, and the irregularities could not have 
affected the election of one or more of the candidates, the new election, upon 
agreement of at least .fettf-six members of the State Board, may be held among 
only those candidates whose election could have been affected by the 
irregularities. 

(f) Tie Votes. - If ineligible voters voted in an election and it is possible to determine from 
the official ballots the way in which those votes were cast and to correct the results, and 
consequently the election ends in a tie, the provisions of G.S. 163-182.8 concerning tie votes shall 
apply." 

SECTION 5.(k) G.S. 163-278.22(7) reads as rewritten: 
"(7) To make investigations to the extent the State Board deems necessary with 

respect to statements filed under the provisions of this Article and with respect 
to alleged failures to file any statement required under the provisions of this 
Article or Article 22M of the General Statutes and, upon complaint under oath 
by any registered voter, with respect to alleged violations of any part of this 
Article or Article 22M of the General Statutes. The State Board shall conclude 
all investigations no later than one year from the date of the start of the 
investigation, unless the State Board has reported an apparent violation to the 
proper district attorney and additional investigation of the apparent violation is 
deemed necessary by the State Board." 

SECTION 6. G.S. 120-70.141 reads as rewritten: 
"§ 120-70.141. Purpose and powers of Committee. 

(a) The Joint Legislative Elections Oversight Committee shall examine, on a continuing 
basis, election administration and campaign finance regulation in North Carolina, in order to make 
ongoing recommendations to the General Assembly on ways to improve elections administration 
and campaign finance regulation. In this examination, the Committee shall do the following: 

Page 12 

(I) Study the budgets, programs, and policies of the Bipartisan State Board of 
Elections and Ethics Enforcement and the county boards of elections to 
determine ways in which the General Assembly may improve election 
administration and campaign finance regulation.administration. 

.Qru. Study the budgets, programs, and policies of the Bipartisan State Board of 
Elections and Ethics Enforcement and the county boards of elections to 
determine ways in which the General Assembly may improve campaign finance 
regulation. 

(2) Examine election statutes and court decisions to determine any legislative 
changes that are needed to improve election administration and campaign 
finance regulation. 

(3) Study other states' initiatives in election administration and campaign finance 
regulation to provide an ongoing commentary to the General Assembly on these 
initiatives and to make recommendations for implementing similar initiatives in 
North Carolina; and 
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(4) Study any other election matters that the Committee considers necessary to 
fulfill its mandate. 

(b) The Committee may make interim reports to the General Assembly on matters for 
which it may report to a regular session of the General Assembly. A report to the General 
Assembly may contain any legislation needed to implement a recommendation of the Committee." 

SECTION 7. Any previous assignment of duties of a quasi-legislative or 
quasi-judicial nature by the Governor or General Assembly to the agencies or functions transferred 
by this act shall have continued validity with the transfer under this act. Except as otherwise 
specifically provided in this act, each enumerated commission, board, or other function of State 
government transferred to the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement, as 
created in this act, is a continuation of the former entity for purposes of succession to all the rights, 
powers, duties, and obligations of the former. Where the former entities are referred to by law, 
contract, or other document in their former name, the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and 
Ethics Enforcement, as created in this act, is charged with exercising the functions of the former 
named entity. 

SECTION 8. No action or proceeding pending on January 1, 2017, brought by or 
against the State Board of Elections, the State Ethics Commission, or the Secretary of State 
regarding the lobbyist registration and lobbying enforcement of the Secretary of State shall be 
affected by any provision of this act, but the same may be prosecuted or defended in the name of 
the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement, as created in this act. In these 
actions and proceedings, the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement or its 
Executive Director, as appropriate, shall be substituted as a party upon proper application to the 
courts or other administrative or quasi-judicial bodies. 

Any business or other matter undertaken or commanded by any State program or office 
or contract transferred by this act to the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics 
Enforcement pertaining to or connected with the functions, powers, obligations, and duties set 
forth herein, which is pending on January I , 2017, may be conducted and completed by the 
Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement in the same manner and under the 
same terms and conditions and with the same effect as if conducted and completed by the original 
program, office, or commissioners or directors thereof. 

SECTION 9. The consolidation provided for under this act shall not affect any 
ongoing investigation or audit. Any ongoing hearing or other proceeding before the State Ethics 
Commission or State Board of Elections on January I , 2017, shall be transferred to the Bipartisan 
State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement, as created by this act, on January I, 2017. 
Prosecutions for offenses or violations committed before January 1, 2017, are not abated or 
affected by this act, and the statutes that would be applicable but for this act remain applicable to 
those prosecutions. 

SECTION 10. Rules adopted by the State Ethics Commission, Secretary of State 
related to lobbying, and the State Board of Elections shall remain in effect as provided in 
G.S. 150B-21.7. Policies, procedures, and guidance shall remain in effect until amended or 
repealed by the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement. The list of covered 
boards adopted by the State Ethics Commission under G.S. 138A-11 as of December 31 , 2016, 
shall continue in effect until amended or repealed by the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and 
Ethics Enforcement. 

SECTION 11. Any evaluation of a statement of economic interest issued by the State 
Ethics Commission pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 138A of the General Statutes in 2016 shall 
remain in effect until amended or repealed by the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics 
Enforcement. 

SECTION 12. The authority, powers, duties and functions , records, personnel , 
property, and unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, or other funds, including the 
functions of budgeting and purchasing, of the State Ethics Commission are transferred to the 
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Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement, as created in Part I of this act. The 
authority, powers, duties and functions, records, personnel, property, and unexpended balances of 
appropriations, allocations, or other funds, including the functions of budgeting and purchasing, of 
the State Board of Elections are transferred to the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics 
Enforcement, as created in Part I of this act. The authority, powers, duties and functions , records, 
personnel , property, and unexpended balances of appropriations, allocations, or other fund s, 
including the functions of budgeting and purchasing, of the lobbying registration and lobbying 
enforcement functions of the Secretary of State are transferred to the Bipartisan State Board of 
Elections and Ethics Enforcement, as created in Part I of this act. The Director of the Budget shall 
resolve any disputes arising out of this transfer. 

SECTION 13. The members of the State Ethics Commission serving on December 
31 , 2016, shall constitute and serve as the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics 
Enforcement, as constituted and authorized by this act until June 30, 2017. The chair and 
vice-chair of the State Ethics Commission serving on December 31 , 2016, shall continue to serve 
as the chair and vice-chair of Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement, as 
constituted and authorized by this act until June 30, 2017. Notwithstanding G.S . I 38B-2, members 
of the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement appointed by the Governor and 
General Assembly in 2017 shall take office July 1, 2017. 

SECTION 14. Until such time as the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics 
Enforcement appointed in 2017 appoints an Executive Director, the Executive Director of the 
State Board of Elections under G.S. 163-26, as of December 31 , 2016, shall be acting Executive 
Director. 

SECTION 15. The appropriations and resources of the State Ethics Commission is 
transferred to the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement, and the transfer 
shall have all the elements of a Type I transfer under G.S. 143A-6. 

SECTION 16. The appropriations and resources of the State Board of Elections, 
including any office space of the State Board of E lections, is transferred to the Bipartisan State 
Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement, and the transfer shall have al I the elements of a Type I 
transfer under G.S. 143A-6, with the Budget Code for the newly established State Board being the 
previous State Board of Elections budget code of 18025. 

SECTION 17. The appropriations and resources of the lobbying registration and 
lobbying enforcement functions of the Secretary of State are transferred to the Bipartisan State 
Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement, and the transfers shall have all the elements of a Type 
I transfer under G.S. I 43A-6. Specifically, the following positions shall be transferred: Lobbying 
Compliance Director (Position 60008800), Law Enforcement Agent (Position 60008806), 
Administrative Assistant II (Position 6000880 I) , Administrative Assistant II (Position 60008802), 
and Administrative Assistant II (Position 60008803). 

SECTION 18. The Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement shall 
report to the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations, Joint Legislative 
Elections Oversight Committee, and the Legislative Ethics Committee on or before April 1, 2018, 
and again on or before March 1, 2019, as to recommendations for statutory changes necessary to 
further implement this consolidation. 

SECTION 19. Notwithstanding the recodification in Section 1 of this Part, the 
Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement shall not administer or enforce Part 1, 
Part 3, or Part 6 of Article 8 of Chapter I 38B of the General Statutes, and the Secretary of State 
shall maintain the authority to administer and enforce Articles 2, 4, and 8 of Chapter l 20C of the 
General Statutes, as those Articles existed on January 1, 2017, until October I , 2017. Section 17 of 
this Part becomes effective October 1, 2017. G.S. 163-30, as amended by Section 5(h) of this Part 
and G.S. 163-31 , as amended by Section 5(i) of this Part, becomes effective July 1, 2017. 
G.S . 163-278.22(7), as amended by Section 5(k) of this Part, becomes effective January 1, 2017, 
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I and applies to investigations initiated on or after that date. Except as otherwise provided, this Part 
2 becomes effective January I , 2017. 

• 3 
4 PART II. CLARIFY LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY TO APPORTION DISTRICTS 
5 SECTION 20.(a) G.S. 120-2.4 reads as rewritten: 
6 "§ 120-2.4. Opportunity for General Assembly to remedy defects. 
7 ill If the General Assembly enacts a plan apportioning or redistricting State legislative or 
8 congressional districts, in no event may a court impose its own substitute plan unless the court first 
9 gives the General Assembly a period of time to remedy any defects identified by the court in its 

IO findings of fact and conclusions of law. That period of time shall not be less than two weeks. In 
11 the event the General Assembly does not act to remedy any identified defects to its plan within 
12 that period of time, the court may impose an interim districting plan for use in the next general 
13 election only, but that interim districting plan may differ from the districting plan enacted by the 
14 General Assembly only to the extent necessary to remedy any defects identified by the court. 
15 .(hl Notwithstanding any other provision of law or authority of the State Board of Elections 
16 under Chapter 163 of the General Statutes, the State Board of Elections shall have no authority to 
17 alter, amend, correct, impose, or substitute any plan apportioning or redistricting State legislative 
18 or congressional districts other than a plan imposed by a court under this section or a plan enacted 
19 by the General Assembly." 
20 SECTION 20.(b) G.S. 163-22 is amended by adding two new subsections to read: 
21 "ill Nothing in this Chapter shall grant authority to the State Board of Elections to alter, 
22 amend, correct, impose, or substitute any plan apportioning or redistricting State legislative or 
23 congressional districts other than a plan imposed by a court under G.S. 120-2.4 or a plan enacted 
24 by the General Assembly. 
25 w Nothing in this Chapter shall grant authority to the State Board of Elections to alter, 

• 26 amend, correct, impose, or substitute any plan apportioning or redistricting districts for a unit of 
27 local government other than a plan imposed by a court, a plan enacted by the General Assembly, 
28 or a plan adopted by the appropriate unit of local government under statutory or local act 
29 authority." 
30 SECTION 20.(c) G.S. 163-33 is amended by adding two new subdivisions to read: 
31 "ill..l Nothing in this Chapter shall grant authority to county boards of elections to 
32 alter, amend, correct, impose, or substitute any plan apportioning or 
33 redistricting State legislative or congressional districts other than a plan 
34 imposed by a court under G.S. 120-2.4 or a plan enacted by the General 
35 Assembly. 
36 .Q.fil Nothing in this Chapter shall grant authority to county boards of elections to 
37 alter, amend, correct, impose, or substitute any plan apportioning or 
38 redistricting districts for a unit of local government other than a plan imposed 
39 by a court, a plan enacted by the General Assembly, or a plan adopted by the 
40 appropriate unit of local government under statutory or local act authority." 
41 SECTION 20.(d) G.S. 163-27.1 reads as rewritten: 
42 "§ 163-27.1. Emergency powers. 
43 ill The Executive Director, as chief State elections official, may exercise emergency 
44 powers to conduct an election in a district where the normal schedule for the election is disrupted 
45 by any of the following: 
46 (1) A natural disaster. 
4 7 (2) Extremely inclement weather. 
48 (3) An armed conflict involving Armed Forces of the United States, or 

• 49 mobilization of those forces , including North Carolina National Guard and 
50 reserve components of the Armed Forces of the United States. 
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In exercising those emergency powers, the Executive Director shall avoid unnecessary conflict 
with the provisions of this Chapter. The Executive Director shall adopt rules describing the 
emergency powers and the situations in which the emergency powers will be exercised. 

.(hl Nothing in this Chapter shall grant authority to the State Board of Elections to alter, 
amend, correct, impose, or substitute any plan apportioning or redistricting State legislative or 
congressional districts other than a plan imposed by a court under G.S. 120-2.4 or a plan enacted 
by the General Assembly. 

(£1 Nothing in this Chapter shall grant authority to the State Board of Elections to alter, 
amend, correct, impose, or substitute any plan apportioning or redistricting districts for a unit of 
local government other than a plan imposed by a court, a plan enacted by the General Assembly, 
or a plan adopted by the appropriate unit of local government under statutory or local act 
authority. 11 

PART III. PARTISAN APPELLATE COURT ELECTIONS 
SECTION 21.(a) G.S. 163-106 reads as rewritten: 

11§ 163-106. Notices of candidacy; pledge; with whom filed; date for filing; withdrawal. 

(c) Time for Filing Notice of Candidacy. - Candidates seeking party primary nominations 
for the following offices shall file their notice of candidacy with the State Board of Elections no 
earlier than 12:00 noon on the second Monday in February and no later than 12:00 noon on the 
last business day in February preceding the primary: 

Governor 
Lieutenant Governor 
All State executive officers 
Justices of the Supreme Court 
Judges of the Court of Appeals 
United States Senators 
Members of the House of Representatives of the United States 
District attorneys 
Candidates seeking party primary nominations for the following offices shall file their notice 

of candidacy with the county board of elections no earlier than 12:00 noon on the second Monday 
in February and no later than 12:00 noon on the last business day in February preceding the 
primary: 

State Senators 
Members of the State House of Representatives 
All county offices. 
(d) Notice of Candidacy for Certain Offices to Indicate Vacancy. - In any primary in 

which there are two or more vacancies for associate justices for the Supreme Court, two or more 
vacancies for the Court of Appeals, or two vacancies for United States Senator from North 
Carolina, each candidate shall, at the time of filing notice of candidacy, file with the State Board 
of Elections a written statement designating the vacancy to which he-the candidate seeks 
nomination. Votes cast for a candidate shall be effective only for hltrnomination to the vacancy for 
which hethe candidate has given notice of candidacy as provided in this subsection. 

II 

SECTION 21.(b) G.S. 163-107(a) reads as rewritten: 
11(a) Fee Schedule. - At the time of filing a notice of candidacy, each candidate shall pay to 

the board of elections with which he-the candidate files under the provisions of G.S. 163-106 a 
filing fee for the office he seeks sought in the amount specified in the following tabulation: 

Office Sought Amount of Filing Fee 
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Governor 

Lieutenant Governor 

All State executive offices 

All Justices of the Supreme Court, 
Judges of the Court of Appeals, and 
District Attorneys of the General 
Court of Justice 

United States Senator 

Members of the United States House 
of Representatives 

State Senator 

Member of the State House of 
Representatives 

All county offices not compensated by fees 

Fourth Extra Session 2016 

One percent (1 %) of the annual salary of the 
office sought 

One percent (1 %) of the annual salary of the 
office sought 

One percent (I%) of the annual salary of the 
office sought 

One percent (1 %) of the annual salary of 
the office sought 

One percent (I%) of the annual salary of the 
office sought 

One percent (1%) of the annual salary of 
the office sought 

One percent (1 %) of the annual salary of the 
office sought 

One percent (I%) of the annual salary of 
the office sought 

One percent (1 %) of the annual salary of the 
office sought 

All county offices compensated partly One percent (1 %) of the first annual 
by salary and partly by fees salary to be received (exclusive of fees) 
The salary of any office that is the basis for calculating the filing fee is the starting salary for 

the office, rather than the salary received by the incumbent, if different. If no starting salary can be 
determined for the office, then the salary used for calculation is the salary of the incumbent, as of 
January 1 of the election year." 

SECTION 21.(c) G.S. 163-107.1 (b) reads as rewritten: 
"(b) If the candidate is seeking the office of United States Senator, Governor, Lieutenant 

Governor, &-any State executive officer, Justice of the Supreme Court, or Judge of the Court of 
Appeals, the petition must be signed by 10,000 registered voters who are members of the political 
party in whose primary the candidate desires to run, except that in the case of a political party as 
defined by G.S. 163-96(a)(2) which will be making nominations by primary election, the petition 
must be signed by five percent (5%) of the registered voters of the State who are affiliated with the 
same political party in whose primary the candidate desires to run, or in the alternative, the 
petition shall be signed by no less than 8,000 registered voters regardless of the voter's political 
party affiliation, whichever requirement is greater. The petition must be filed with the State Board 
of Elections not later than 12:00 noon on Monday preceding the filing deadline before the primary 
in which he seeks to run. The names on the petition shall be verified by the board of elections of 
the county where the signer is registered, and the petition must be presented to the county board of 
elections at least 15 days before the petition is due to be filed with the State Board of Elections. 
When a proper petition has been filed, the candidate's name shall be printed on the primary ballot." 

SECTION 21.(d) G.S. 163-l l I(c)(l) reads as rewritten: 
"(I) A candidate who is apparently entitled to demand a second primary, according 

to the unofficial results, for one of the offices listed below, and desiring to do 
so, shall file a request for a second primary in writing with the Executive 
Director of the State Board of Elections no later than 12:00 noon on the ninth 
day (including Saturdays and Sundays) following the date on which the primary 
was conducted, and such request shall be subject to the certification of the 
official results by the State Board of Elections. If the vote certification by the 
State Board of Elections determines that a candidate who was not originally 
thought to be eligible to call for a second primary is in fact eligible to call for a 
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I second primary, the Executive Director of the State Board of Elections shall 
2 immediately notify such candidate and permit hlm-the candidate to exercise any 
3 options available to h-im-the candidate within a 48-hour period following the • 4 notification: 
5 Governor, 
6 Lieutenant Governor, 
7 All State executive officers, 
8 Justices of the Supreme Court, Judges of the Court of Appeals, or 
9 District Attorneys of the General Court of Justice, 

10 United States Senators, 
11 Members of the United States House of Representatives, 
12 State Senators in multi-county senatorial districts, and 
13 Members of the State House of Representatives in multi-county 
I 4 representative districts." 
15 SECTION 21.(e) Subchapter X of Chapter 163 of the General Statutes reads as 
16 rewritten: 
17 "SUBCHAPTER X. ELECTION OF APPELLATE, SUPERIOR, SUPERIOR AND 
18 DISTRICT COURT JUDGES. 
19 "Article 25 . 
20 "Nomination and Election of Appellate, Superior, Superior and District Court Judges. 
2 I "§ 163-321. Applicability. 
22 The nomination and election of justices of the Supreme Court, judges of the Court of Appeals, 
23 aHe-superior and district court judges of the General Court of Justice shall be as provided by this 
24 Article. 
25 
26 "§ 163-323. Notice of candidacy. e 
27 
28 (b) Time for Filing Notice of Candidacy. - Candidates seeking election to the following 
29 offices shall file their notice of candidacy with the State Board of Elections no earlier than 12:00 
30 noon on the second Monday in February and no later than 12:00 noon on the last business day in 
31 February preceding the election: 
32 Justices of the Supreme Court. 
33 Judges of the Court of Appeals. 
34 Judges of the superior courts. 
35 Judges of the district courts. 
36 
37 (f) Notice of Candidacy for Certain Offices to Indicate Vacancy. - In any election in 
38 which there are two or more vacancies for the office of justice of the Supreme Court, judge of the 
39 Court of Appeals, or district court judge to be filled by nominations, each candidate shall, at the 
40 time of filing notice of candidacy, file with the State Board of Elections a written statement 
41 designating the vacancy to which the candidate seeks election. Votes cast for a candidate shall be 
42 effective only for election to the vacancy for which the candidate has given notice of candidacy as 
43 provided in this subsection. 
44 A person seeking election for a specialized district judgeship established under G.S. 7A-I47 
45 shall , at the time of filing notice of candidacy, file with the State Board of Elections a written 
46 statement designating the specialized judgeship to which the person seeks nomination. 
47 
48 "§ 163-325. Petition in lieu of payment of filing fee. 
49 • 50 (b) Requirements of Petition; Deadline for Filing. - If the candidate is seeking the office of 
51 justice of the Supreme Court, judge of the Court of Appeals, or superior or district court judge, 
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1 that individual shall file a written petition with the State Board of Elections no later than 12:00 
2 noon on Monday preceding the filing deadline before the primary. If the office is j1:1stice of the 

• 3 S1:1preme Co1:1rt or j1:1dge of the Co1:1rt of Appeals, the petitioA shall be sigAed by 8,000 registered 
4 yoters iA the State. If the office is s1:1perior co1:1rt or district co1:1rt j1:1dge, the The petition shall be 
5 signed by five percent (5%) of the registered voters of the election area in which the office will be 
6 Yoted for. the registered voters will vote for the office. The board of elections shall verify the 
7 names on the petition, and if the petition and notice of candidacy are found to be sufficient, the 
8 candidate's name shall be printed on the appropriate ballot. Petitions must be presented to the 
9 county board of elections for verification at least 15 days before the petition is due to be filed with 

IO the State Board of Elections. The State Board of Elections may adopt rules to implement this 
I I section and to provide standard petition forms. 
12 "§ 163-326. Certification of notices of candidacy. 
13 
14 (b) Notification of Local Boards. - No later than 10 days after the time for filing notices of 
l 5 candidacy under the provisions of G.S. l 63-323(b) has expired, the chairman of the State Board of 
16 Elections shall certify to the chairman of the county board of elections in each county in the 
17 appropriate district the names of candidates for nomination to the offices of j1:1stice of the S1:1preme 
18 Co1:1rt, j1:1dge of the Co1:1rt of Appeals, aAd superior and district court judge who have filed the 
19 required notice and paid the required filing fee or presented the required petition to the State Board 
20 of Elections, so that their names may be printed on the official judicial ballot for j1:1stice of the 
21 S1:1preme Co1:1rt, j1:1dge of the Co1:1rt of ,c:\ppeals, aAd superior and district court. 
22 
23 "§ 163-329. Elections to fill vacancy in office created after primary filing period opens. 
24 (a) General. - If a vacancy is created in the office of j1:1stice of the S1:1preme Co1:1rt, j1:1dge of 
25 the Co1:1rt of Appeals, or judge of superior court after the filing period for the primary opens but 
26 more than 60 days before the general election, and under the Constitution of North Carolina an 
27 election is to be held for that position, such that the office shall be filled in the general election as 
28 provided in G.S. 163-9, the election to fill the office for the remainder of the term shall be 
29 conducted without a primary using the method provided in subsection (b I) of this section. lf a 
30 vacancy is created in the office of j1:1stice of the S1:1preme Co1:1rt, j1:1dge of the Co1:1rt of Appeals, or 
31 judge of superior court before the filing period for the primary opens, and under the Constitution 
32 of North Carolina an election is to be held for that position, such that the office shall be filled in 
33 the general election as provided in G.S . 163-9, the election to fill the office for the remainder of 
34 the term shall be conducted in accordance with G.S. 163-322. 
35 (b) Repealed by Session Laws 2006-192, s. 8(a), effective August 3, 2006, and applicable 
36 to vacancies occurring on or after that date. 
3 7 (b I) Method for Vacancy Election. - If a vacancy for the office of j1:1stice of the S1:1preme 
38 Co1:1rt, j1:1dge of the Co1:1rt of Appeals, or judge of the superior court occurs more than 60 days 
39 before the general election and after the opening of the filing period for the primary, then the State 
40 Board of Elections shall designate a special filing period of one week for candidates for the office. 
41 If more than two candidates file and qualify for the office in accordance with G.S. 163-323, then 
42 the Board shall conduct the election for the office as follows: 
43 (1) When the vacancy described in this section occurs more than 63 days before the 
44 date of the second primary for members of the General Assembly, a special 
45 primary shall be held on the same day as the second primary. The two 
46 candidates with the most votes in the special primary shall have their names 
4 7 placed on the ballot for the general election held on the same day as the general 
48 election for members of the General Assembly. 

• 49 (2) When the vacancy described in this section occurs less than 64 days before the 
50 date of the second primary, a general election for all the candidates shall be 
51 held on the same day as the general election for members of the General 
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Assembly and the results shall be determined on a plurality basis as provided by 
G.S . I 63-292. 

(3) Repealed by Session Laws 20 I 3-38 I , s. 51.1 , effective January I , 20 I 4. 
(c) Applicable Provisions. - Except as provided in this section, the provisions of this 

Article apply to elections conducted under this section. 
( d) Rules. - The State Board of Elections shall adopt rules for the implementation of this 

section. The rules are not subject to Article 2A of Chapter 1508 of the General Statutes. The rules 
shall include the following: 

(I) If after the first-choice candidate is eliminated, a ballot does not indicate one of 
the uneliminated candidates as an alternative choice, the ballot is exhausted and 
shall not be counted after the initial round. 

(2) The fact that the voter does not designate a second or third choice does not 
invalidate the voter's higher choice or choices. 

(3) The fact that the voter gives more than one ranking to the same candidate shall 
not invalidate the vote. The highest ranking given a particular candidate shall 
count as long as the candidate is not eliminated. 

(4) In case of a tie between candidates such that two or more candidates have an 
equal number of first choices and more than two candidates qualify for the 
second round, instant runoff voting shall be used to determine which two 
candidates shall advance to the second round. 

"§ 163-332. Ballots. 

(b) Ballots to Be Furnished by County Board of Elections. - It shall be the duty of the 
county board of elections to print official ballots for the following offices to be voted for in the 
primary: 

Justice of the Supreme Co1:1rt. 
Judge of the Co1:1rt of Appeals. 
Superior court judge. 
District court judge. 
In printing ballots, the county board of elections shall be governed by instructions of the State 

Board of Elections with regard to width, color, kind of paper, form , and size of type. 
Three days before the election, the chairman of the county board of elections shall distribute 

official ballots to the chief judge of each precinct in his county, and the chief judge shall give a 
receipt for the ballots received. On the day of the primary, it shall be the chief judge's duty to have 
all the ballots so delivered available for use at the precinct voting place. 

II 

SECTION 21.(f) G.S. J 63-323(h) is repealed. 
SECTION 21.(g) G.S. 163-l 65.5(a)(4) reads as rewritten: 
"(4) Party designations in partisan ballot items aAd iA AOApartisaA ballot items as 

required by G.S. 163 323(h).items." 
SECTION 21.(h) This Part becomes effective January 1, 2018, and applies to 

primaries and elections held on or after that date. 

PART IV. MODIFY APPELLATE REVIEW OF CERTAIN CASES 
SECTION 22.(a) G.S. 7 A-16 reads as rewritten: 

"§ 7 A-16. Creation and organization. 
The Court of Appeals is created effective January 1, 1967. It shall consist initially of six 

judges, elected by the qualified voters of the State for terms of eight years. The Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court shall designate one of the judges as Chief Judge, to serve in such capacity at the 

Page 20 Senate Bill 4-Fourth Edition 

• 

• 

• 



General Assembly Of North Carolina Fourth Extra Session 2016 

1 pleasure of the Chief Justice. Before entering upon the duties of his office, a judge of the Court of 
2 Appeals shall take the oath of office prescribed for a judge of the General Court of Justice. 

• 3 The Governor on or after July I , 1967, shall make temporary appointments to the six initial 
4 judgeships. The appointees shall serve until January 1, 1969. Their successors shall be elected at 
5 the general election for members of the General Assembly in November, 1968, and shall take 
6 office on January 1, 1969, to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term which began on 
7 January I, 1967. 
8 Upon the appointment of at least five judges, and the designation of a Chief Judge, the court is 
9 authorized to convene, organize, and promulgate, subject to the approval of the Supreme Court, 

l O such supplementary rules as it deems necessary and appropriate for the discharge of the judicial 
11 business lawfully assigned to it. 
12 Effective January 1, 1969, the number of judges is increased to nine, and the Governor, on or 
13 after March 1, 1969, shall make temporary appointments to the additional judgeships thus created. 
14 The appointees shall serve until January l , 1971. Their successors shall be elected at the general 
15 election for members of the General Assembly in November, 1970, and shall take office on 
16 January 1, 1971 , to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term which began on January 1, 1969. 
17 Effective January 1, 1977, the number of judges is increased to 12; and the Governor, on or 
18 after July 1, 1977, shall make temporary appointments to the additional judgeships thus created. 
19 The appointees shall serve until January 1, 1979. Their successors shall be elected at the general 
20 election for members of the General Assembly in November, 1978, and shall take office on 
21 January 1, 1979, to serve the remainder of the unexpired term which began on January 1, 1977. 
22 On or after December 15 , 2000, the Governor shall appoint three additional judges to increase 
23 the number of judges to 15. 
24 The Court of Appeals shall sit in panels of three judges ~ach and may also sit en bane to 
25 hear or rehear any cause upon a vote of the majority of the judges of the court. The Chief Judge 

• 26 insofar as practicable shall assign the members to panels in such fashion that each member sits a 
27 substantially equal number of times with each other member. Hemember, shall preside over the 
28 panel of '*"'hieh he is a member,when a member of a panel, and shall designate the presiding judge 
29 of the other panel or panels. 
30 Three judges shall constitute a quorum for the transaetion of the business of the eourt, except 
31 as may be provided in G.8. 7A 32.Except as may be provided in G.S. 7 A-32, three judges shall 
32 constitute a quorum for the transaction of the business of the court when sitting in panels of three 
33 judges, and a majority of the then sitting judges on the Court of Appeals shall constitute a quorum 
34 for the transaction of the business of the court when sitting en bane. 
35 In the event the Chief Judge is unable, on account of absence or temporary incapacity, to 
36 perform the duties placed upon him as Chief Judge, the Chief Justice shall appoint an acting Chief 
37 Judge from the other judges of the Court, to temporarily discharge the duties of Chief Judge." 
38 SECTION 22.(b) G.S. 7A-27 reads as rewritten: 
39 "§ 7 A-27. Appeals of right from the courts of the trial divisions. 
40 (a) Appeal lies of right directly to the Supreme Court in any of the following cases: 
41 (I) All cases in which the defendant is convicted of murder in the first degree and 
42 the judgment of the superior court includes a sentence of death. 
43 (2) From any final judgment in a case designated as a mandatory complex business 
44 case pursuant to G.S. 7 A-45.4 or designated as a discretionary complex 
45 business case pursuant to Rule 2.1 of the General Rules of Practice for the 
46 Superior and District Courts. 
47 (3) From any interlocutory order of a Business Court Judge that does any of the 
48 following: 

• 49 a. Affects a substantial right. 
50 b. In effect determines the action and prevents a judgment from which an 
51 appeal might be taken. 
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c. Discontinues the action. 
d. Grants or refuses a new trial. 

fa--8 Appeal lies of right directly to the Supreme Court from any order or judgment of a 
court, either f'iAal or interlocutory, that holds that an act of the General Assembl)' is facially invalid 
on the basis that the act violates the North Carolina Constitution or federal law. }fothing in this 
subsection shall be deemed to apply to appeals from orders of the trial courts pertaining to 
criminal proceedings, to proceedings under Chapter 15A of the General Statutes, to proceedings 
making a collateral attack on any judgment entered in a criminal proceeding, or to appeals from 
orders of the trial courts pertaining to civil proceedings filed by a taxpa)'er pursuant to G.S. 
105 241.17. 

(b) Except as prov ided in subsection (a) or (al) of this section, appeal lies of right directly 
to the Court of Appeals in any of the following cases: 

( l) From any final judgment of a superior court, other than one based on a plea of 
guilty or nolo contendere, including any final judgment entered upon review of 
a decision of an administrative agency, except for a final judgment entered 
upon review of a court martial under G.S. 127 A-62. 

(2) From any final judgment of a district court in a civil action. 
(3) From any interlocutory order or judgment of a superior court or district court in 

a civil action or proceeding that does any of the following: 
a. Affects a substantial right. 
b. In effect determines the action and prevents a judgment from which an 

appeal might be taken. 
c. Discontinues the action. 
d. Grants or refuses a new trial. 
e. Determines a claim prosecuted under G.S. 50-19.1. 
f. Grants temporary injunctive relief restraining the State or a political 

subdivision of the State from enforcing the operation or execution of an 
act of the General Assembly as applied against a party in a civil 
action.Assembly. This sub-subdivision only applies where the State or a 
political subdivision of the State is a party in the civil action.-+h+s 
sub subdivision does not apply to facial challenges to an act's validity 
heard by a three judge panel pursuant to G.S. 1 2€i7.l. 

(4) From any other order or judgment of the superior court from which an appeal is 
authorized by statute. 

(c) through (e) Repealed by Session Laws 2013-411 , s. 1, effective August 23 , 2013 ." 
SECTION 22.(c) G.S. 7A-30 reads as rewritten: 

"§ 7 A-30. Appeals of right from certain decisions of the Court of Appeals. 
Except as provided in G.S . 7 A-28, an appeal lies of right to the Supreme Court from any 

decision of the Court of Appeals rendered in a case: 
(1) Which directly involves a substantial question arising under the Constitution of 

the United States or of this State, or 
(2) In which there is a dissent.di ssent when the Court of Appeals is sitting in a 

panel of three judges. An appeal of right pursuant to this subdivision is not 
effective until after the Court of Appeals sitting en bane has rendered a decision 
in the case, if the Court of Appeals hears the case en bane, or until after the time 
for filing a motion for rehearing of the cause by the Court of Appeals has 
expired or the Court of Appeals has denied the motion for rehearing." 

SECTION 22.(d) G.S. 7 A-31 (a) reads as rewritten: 
"(a) In any cause in which appeal is taken to the Court of Appeals,Appeals, including any 

cause heard while the Court of Appeals was sitting en bane, except a cause appealed from the 
North Carolina Industrial Commission, the North Carolina State Bar pursuant to G.S. 84-28, the 
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Property Tax Commission pursuant to G.S. I 05-345, the Board of State Contract Appeals pursuant 
to G.S . 143-135.9, the Commissioner of insurance pursuant to G.S. 58 2 80, G.S. 58-2-80 or 
G.S. 58-65-131 (c), a court-martial pursuant to G.S. 127 A-62, a motion for appropriate relief, or 
valuation of exempt property pursuant to G.S. 7 A-28, the Supreme Court may, in its discretion, on 
motion of any party to the cause or on its own motion, certify the cause for review by the Supreme 
Court, either before or after it has been determined by the Court of Appeals. A cause appealed to 
the Court of Appeals from any of the administrative bodies listed in the preceding sentence may be 
certified in similar fashion, but only after determination of the cause in the Court of Appeals. The 
effect of such certification is to transfer the cause from the Court of Appeals to the Supreme Court 
for review by the Supreme Court. If the cause is certified for transfer to the Supreme Court before 
its determination in the Court of Appeals, review is not had in the Court of Appeals but the cause 
is forthwith transferred for review in the first instance by the Supreme Court. If the cause is 
certified for transfer to the Supreme Court after its determination by the Court of Appeals, the 
Supreme Court reviews the decision of the Court of Appeals. 

Except in courts-martial and motions within the purview of G.S. 7 A-28, the State may move 
for certification for review of any criminal cause, but only after determination of the cause by the 
Court of Appeals." 

SECTION 22.(e) G.S. 58-65-13 l(c) reads as rewritten: 
"(c) Compliance Required in Certain Events. - A corporation governed by this Article shall 

comply with the provisions of this section, G.S . 58-65-132, and G.S. 58-65-133 before it may do 
any of the following: 

ln determining whether the corporation must comply with the provisions of this section, 
G.S. 58-65-132, and G.S. 58-65-133, the Commissioner may review and consolidate actions of the 
corporation, its subsidiaries, and other legal entities in which the corporation directly or indirectly 
owns an interest, and treat the consolidated actions as requiring a conversion. An appeal of the 
Commissioner's order that consolidated actions require a conversion shall lie directly to the North 
Carolina Court of Appeals, proYided that any party may petition the l-forth Carolina Supreme 
Court, pursuant to G.S. 7A 31 (b), to eertify the ease for diseretionary reYie1.v by the Supreme 
Court prior to determination by the Court of Appeals. Appeals under this subsection must be filed 
within 30 days of the Commissioner's order and shall be considered in the most expeditious 
manner practical. The corporation must file a plan of conversion within 12 months of the later of 
the issuance of the Commissioner's order or a final decision on appeal." 

SECTION 22.(t) G.S. 120-2.5 is repealed . 
SECTION 23.(a) G.S. lA-1, Rule 42(b)(4) of the Rules of Civil Procedure, reads as 

rewritten: 
"Rule 42. Consolidation; separate trials. 

(b) Separate trials. -

(4) Pursuant to G.S. 1-267.1, any facial challenge to the validity of an act of the 
General Assembly, other than a challenge to plans apportioning or redistricting 
State legislative or congressional districts, shall be heard by a three-judge panel 
in the Superior Court of Wake County if a claimant raises such a challenge in 
the claimant's complaint or amended complaint in any court in this State, or if 
such a challenge is raised by the defendant in the defendant's answer, 
responsive pleading, or within 30 days of filing the defendant's answer or 
responsive pleading. In that event, the court shall , on its own motion, transfer 
that portion of the action challenging the validity of the act of the General 
Assembly to the Superior Court of Wake County for resolution by a three-judge 
panel if, after all other matters in the action have been resolved, a determination 
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as to the facial validity of an act of the General Assembly must be made in 
order to completely resolve any matters in the case. The court in which the 
action originated shall maintain jurisdiction over all matters other than the 
challenge to the act's facial Yalidit;y and validity. For a motion filed under Rule 
11 or Rule 12(b)(I) through (7), the original court shall rule on the motion, 
however, it may decline to rule on a motion that is based solely upon Rule 
12(b)(6). If the original court declines to rule on a Rule 12(b)(6) motion, the 
motion shall be decided by the three-judge panel. The original court shall stay 
all matters that are contingent upon the outcome of the challenge to the act's 
facial validity pending a ruling on that challenge and until all appeal rights are 
exhausted. Once the three-judge panel has ruled and all appeal rights have been 
exhausted, the matter shall be transferred or remanded to the three-judge panel 
or the trial court in which the action originated for resolution of any outstanding 
matters, as appropriate." 

SECTION 23.(b) This section becomes effective February 1, 2017, and applies to 
motions filed on or after that date. 

PART V. MODIFY THE TERM FOR INDUSTRIAL COMMISSIONERS 
SECTION 24.(a) G.S. 97-77 reads as rewritten: 

"§ 97-77. North Carolina Industrial Commission created; members appointed by Governor; 
terms of office; chairman. 

(a) There is hereby created a commission to be known as the North Carolina Industrial 
Commission, consisting of six commissioners who shall devote their entire time to the duties of 
the Commission. The Governor shall appoint the members of the Commission for terms of six 
years. Three commissioners shall be persons who, on account of their previous vocations, 
employment or affiliations, can be classed as representatives of employers. Three commissioners 
shall be persons who, on account of their previous vocations, employment or affiliations, can be 
classed as representatives of employees. No person may serve more than two terms on the 
Commission, including any term served prior to the effective date of this section. In calculating 
the number of terms served, a partial term that is less than three years in length shall not be 
included. 

(a 1) Appointments of commissioners are subject to confirmation by the General Assembly 
by joint resolution . The names of commissioners to be appointed by the Governor shall be 
submitted by the Governor to the General Assembly for confirmation by the General Assembly on 
or before March 1 of the year of expiration of the term. If the Governor fails to timely submit 
nominations, the General Assembly shall appoint to fill the succeeding term upon the joint 
recommendation of the President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives in accordance with G.S. 120-121 not inconsistent with this section. 

In case of death, incapacity, resignation, or any other vacancy in the office of any 
commissioner prior to the expiration of the term of office, a nomination to fill the vacancy for the 
remainder of the une,,pired term shall be submitted by the Governor within four weeks after the 
vacancy arises to the General Assembly for confirmation by the General Assembly. Appointments 
to fill a vacancy shall have a term of six years plus the remainder of the unexpired term. If the 
Governor fails to timely nominate a person to fill the vacancy, the General Assembly shall appoint 
a person to fill the remainder of the unexpired term upon the joint recommendation of the 
President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives in 
accordance with G.S . 120-121 not inconsistent with this section. If a vacancy arises or exists 
pursuant to this subsection when the General Assembly is not in session, and the appointment is 
deemed urgent by the Governor, the commissioner may be appointed and serve on an interim basis 
pending confirmation by the General Assembly. For the purpose of this subsection, the General 
Assembly is not in session only (i) prior to convening of the Regular Session, (ii) during any 
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1 adjournment of the Regular Session for more than IO days, and (iii) after sine die adjournment of 
2 the Regular Session. 

• 3 No person while in office as a commissioner may be nominated or appointed on an interim 
4 basis to fill the remainder of an unexpired term, or to a full term that commences prior to the 
5 expiration of the term that the commissioner is serving. 
6 (b) One member, to be designated by the Go .. 'ernor, shall act as chairman. On December 
7 30, 2016, and every four years thereafter, one member shall be designated by the Governor to act 
8 as chairman for a term of four years. In case of death, incapacity, resignation, or any other vacancy 
9 of the chairman, the Governor shall designate a new chairman from the remaining commissioners 

IO for the remainder of the four-year term. No member who has served less than one year on the 
11 Commission may be designated to act as chairman. 
12 The chairman shall be the chief judicial officer and the chief executive officer of the Industrial 
13 Commission; such authority shall be exercised pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 126 of the 
14 General Statutes and the rules and policies of the State Human Resources Commission. 
15 Notwithstanding the provisions of this Chapter, the chairman shall have such authority as is 
16 necessary to direct and oversee the Commission. The chairman may delegate any duties and 
17 responsibilities as may be necessary to ensure the proper management of the Industrial 
18 Commission. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Chapter, Chapter 143A, and Chapter 1438 of 
19 the General Statutes, the chairman may hire or fire personnel and transfer personnel within the 
20 Industrial Commission. 
21 The Go11emor may designate one ,,ice cl:lairman from the remaining commissioners. On 
22 December 30, 2016, and every four years thereafter, one member shall be designated by the 
23 Governor to act as vice-chairman for a term of four years. In case of death, incapacity, resignation, 
24 or any other vacancy of the vice-chairman, the Governor shall designate a new vice-chairman 
25 from the remaining commissioners for the remainder of the four-year term. The vice-chairman 

• 26 shall assume the powers of the chairman upon request of the chairman or when the chairman is 
27 absent for 24 hours or more. The authority delegated to the vice-chairman shall be relinquished 
28 immediately upon the return of the chairman or at the request of the chairman." 
29 SECTION 24.(b) G.S. 97-77(al), as amended by subsection (a) of this section, reads 
30 as rewritten : 
31 "(a 1) Appointments of commissioners are subject to confirmation by the General Assembly 
32 by joint resolution. The names of commissioners to be appointed by the Governor shall be 
33 submitted by the Governor to the General Assembly for confirmation by the General Assembly on 
34 or before March 1 of the year of expiration of the term. If the Governor fails to timely submit 
35 nominations, the General Assembly shall appoint to fill the succeeding term upon the joint 
36 recommendation of the President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
37 Representatives in accordance with G.S. 120-121 not inconsistent with this section. 
38 In case of death, incapacity, resignation, or any other vacancy in the office of any 
39 commissioner prior to the expiration of the term of office, a nomination to fill the vacancy for the 
40 remainder of the unexpired term shall be submitted by the Governor within four weeks after the 
41 vacancy arises to the General Assembly for confirmation by the General Assembly. Appointments 
42 to fill a vacanC)' shall have a term of six years plus the remainder of the unexpired term. If the 
43 Governor fails to timely nominate a person to fill the vacancy, the General Assembly shall appoint 
44 a person to fill the remainder of the unexpired term upon the joint recommendation of the 
45 President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives in 
46 accordance with G.S. 120-121 not inconsistent with this section. If a vacancy arises or exists 
47 pursuant to this subsection when the General Assembly is not in session, and the appointment is 
48 deemed urgent by the Governor, the commissioner may be appointed and serve on an interim basis 

• 49 pending confirmation by the General Assembly. For the purpose of this subsection, the General 
50 Assembly is not in session only (i) prior to convening of the Regular Session, (ii) during any 
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I adjournment of the Regular Session for more than IO days, and (iii) after sine die adjournment of 
2 the Regular Session. 
3 No person while in office as a commissioner may be nominated or appointed on an interim • 4 basis to fill the remainder of an unexpired term, or to a full term that commences prior to the 
5 expiration of the term that the commissioner is serving." 
6 SECTION 24.(c) Subsection (a) of this section is effective when it becomes law and 
7 applies to the first appointment made to fi II a vacancy existing as of that date. Subsection (b) of 
8 this section becomes effective on the earlier of December 31 , 2016, or upon the filling of a 
9 vacancy pursuant to subsection (a) of this section. 

10 
11 PART VI. EFFECTIVE DATE 
12 SECTION 25. If any prov1s1on of this act or its application is held invalid, the 
13 invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of this act that can be given effect 
14 without the invalid provisions or application, and to this end, the provisions of this act are 
15 severable. 
16 SECTION 26. Except as otherwise provided, this act is effective when it becomes 
17 law. 

• 

• 
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OVERVIEW: Senate Bill 4 would (i) combine the functions of the State Ethics Commission, the 
lobbying section of the Office of the Secretary of State, and the State Board of Elections under a new 
State agency: the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement; (ii) clarify the 
General Assembly's authority in apportionment and redistricting matters; (iii) restore partisan 
elections for the North Carolina Supreme Court and Court of Appeals; (iv) modify appellate review of 
certain cases; and (v) modify the term of Industrial Commissioners appointed to fill a vacancy. 

This bill is in Finance because it affects certain fees. The existing fees pavable to the State Board of 
Elections are recodified and pavable to the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics 
Enforcement in Part I of the bill. Filing fees for partisan elections for the appellate courts are 
established in Part III of the bill. 

BILL ANALYSIS: PART I 

CURRENT LAW: The State Ethics Commission (SEC) administers the State Government Ethics Act, 
including providing ethics guidance to public servants and ethics education to covered persons and 
legislative employees. The advisory authority of the SEC includes advising all persons affected by the 
lobbying laws, Chapter 120C of the General Statutes. The SEC consists of eight members (four 
appointed by the Governor and four appointed by the General Assembly, two of whom are 
recommended by the Speaker of the House and two of whom are recommended by the President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate), with a bi-partisan make up. The Governor appoints the chair of the SEC. 
Members of the SEC serve four year terms and may be reappointed. Members may not: (i) hold or be a 
candidate for any office of the United States, North Carolina, or political subdivision of the State, (ii) 
hold office in any political party above the precinct level; (iii) participate in or contribute to political 
campaigns of covered persons; or (iv) be employed by the State, community college, school system, or 
serve as a member of any other State board. 

The Department of the Secretary of State registers and regulates lobbying in North Carolina. 

The State Board of Elections (SBE) administers elections and campaign finance and provides guidance, 
advice, and training for elections and campaign finance to the county boards of elections. The SBE 
consists of five members, all of whom are appointed by the Governor from a list of nominees submitted 
to the Governor by the State party chairman of each of the two political parties having the highest 
number of registered affiliates as reflected by the latest registration statistics published by the SBE. No 
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more than three members can be of the same political party. The SBE organizes itself by electing one of 
its members chairman and another secretary. Members may not: (i) hold or be a candidate for any office 
under the government of the United States, North Carolina, or political subdivision of the State; (ii) hold 
any office in a political party or organization; or (iii) be a campaign manager or treasurer of ·any 
candidate in a primary or election. 

County boards of elections consist of three registered voters of each county. No more than two 
members of the county board of elections may belong to the same political party. 

Section 1 would direct the Revisor of Statutes to recodify Chapter 138A of the General Statutes (State 
Government Ethics Act), Chapter l20C of the General Statues (Lobbying), and Chapter 163 of the 
General Statutes (Elections and Election Laws) into a new Chapter 138B of the General Statutes to be 
entitled "Elections and Ethics Enforcement Act." Within the recodification process, the Revisor would 
be authorized to make other technical and conforming changes as the Revisor deems appropriate. 

Section 2 would establish the new Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement 
("Board"). 

Membership of the Board: 

• The Board would consist of eight individuals registered to vote in North Carolina. Members would 
be appointed as follows: 

• 

o Governor would appoint four members. The State party chairs of the two parties with the 
highest voter registration would each submit a list of three names, and the Governor would 
select two each from the respective party's list. • 

o Speaker of the House would recommend two members to be appointed by the General 
Assembly. Both the majority and minority leader of the House would submit a list of three 
names to the Speaker, who must recommend one member from the party with the highest 
voter registration, and one member from the party with the second highest voter registration 
from those lists. 

o President Pro Tempore would recommend two members to be appointed by the General 
Assembly. Both the majority and minority leader of the Senate would submit a list of three 
names to the President Pro Tempore, who must recommend one member from the party with 
the highest voter registration, and one member from the party with the second highest voter 
registration from those lists. 

• Members would serve four-year terms, beginning May I immediately following the election of the 
Governor. 

• Members could be removed from the Board only for misfeasance, malfeasance, or nonfeasance by 
the member's appointing authority. Vacancies on the Board would be filled by an individual 
affiliated with the same political party as the vacating member. 

• At the first meeting held after new appointments are made, and annually in May thereafter, members 
would organize themselves by electing one member as chair and one member as vice-chair, each to 
serve a year term. In an odd-numbered year, the chair would be a member of the political party with 
the highest number of registered affiliates and the vice-chair would be a member of the political 
party with the second highest number of registered affiliates. In an even-numbered year, the chair 
would be a member of the political party with the second highest number ofregistered affiliates and • 
the vice-chair would be a member of the political party with the highest number of registered 
affiliates. The Board would also elect one member as secretary, to serve a four-year term. 
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• Membership eligibility: 

• Members of the Board would be prohibited from: 

o Holding elective or appointive office under the federal government, State government, or any 
political subdivision of the State. 

o Holding office in a political party or organization. 

o Being a candidate for any office. 

o Serving as a campaign manager or treasurer of any candidate for office. 

o Making reportable contributions to candidates over which the Board would have jurisdiction. 

o Registering as a lobbyist. 

o Making written or oral statements for general distribution supporting or opposing clearly 
identified candidates for office or clearly identified referendum or ballot issue proposals. 

o Soliciting contributions for a candidate, political committee, or referendum committee. 

Meetings and voting: 

• The Board would be required to meet at least monthly. 

• Six members of the Board would constitute a quorum. 

• Except where required by law to act unanimously, a majority vote for action by the Board would 
• require six of the eight members. 

Powers of chair: 

• The chair would have the power to administer oaths, issue subpoenas, summon witnesses, and 
compel evidence. In the absence of or refusal of the chair to act, any six members could exercise 
such powers, and any member may administer an oath. 

Executive Director: 

• The Board would appoint an Executive Director for a term of four years, beginning May 15 after 
the first meeting held after new appointments to the Board are made. The Executive Director 
would be the chief State elections official. 

Sections 3 and 4 would make various technical and conforming changes. 

Section 5 would make a variety of substantive, conforming, and technical changes, including: 

• County boards of elections would increase from three to four members. Two members would be 
of the political party with the highest number of registered affiliates and two from the political 
party with the second highest number of registered affiliates. Three members would constitute a 
quorum, and unless required by law to act unanimously, a majority vote for action of the board 
would require three of the four members. 

• The Board would have to conclude all campaign finance investigations no later than one year 
from the date of the start of the investigation, unless the Board has reported an apparent violation 
to the proper district attorney and additional investigation of the apparent vio lation is deemed 
necessary by the Board. 
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Section 6 would direct the Joint Legislative Elections Oversight Committee to study the budgets, 
programs, and policies of the State Board and county boards of elections. 

Sections 7-18 outline the transfer of authority, powers, duties and functions, records, personnel , 
property, and unexpended balances of appropriations from the SEC, SBE, and the lobbying registration 
and lobbying enforcement functions of the Secretary of State to the new Board. The bill requires the 
Board to report initially by April I , 2018, and again by March 1, 2019, to the Joint Legislative 
Commission on Government Operations, the Joint Legislative Elections Oversight Committee, and the 
Legislative Ethics Committee on any recommendations for statutory changes needed for implementation 
of this consolidation. 

The members of the SEC serving on December 31 , 2016, would constitute and serve as members of the 
new Board until June 30, 2017. The new members of the Board would take office July I , 2017. Until 
such time as the Board appointed in 2017 appoints an Executive Director, the Executive Director of the 
SBE will serve as the Executive Director of the Board. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Part I of Senate Bill 4 would become effective January 1, 2017. 

BILL ANALYSIS: PART II 

Section 20 would provide that the State Board of Elections and the county boards of elections do not 
have any authority to alter, amend, correct, impose, or substitute any plan apportioning or redistricting 
State legislative or congressional districts, even in emergency situations. 

• 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Section 20 of Senate Bill 4 would become effective when the bill becomes law. • 

BILL ANALYSIS: PART III 

CURRENT LAW: Prior to 1996, elections of judges in North Carolina were conducted in a partisan 
manner. In 1996, the law governing the elections of superior court judges was amended to make those 
elections nonpartisan. In 200 I, the law governing the elections of district court judges was amended to 
make those elections nonpartisan. In 2002, the law governing the elections of appellate court judges was 
amended to make those elections nonpartisan, beginning with the 2004 elections. As a result, currently, 
all elections of appellate court, superior court, and district court judges in North Carolina are conducted 
in a nonpartisan manner. 

Appellate Court justices are elected statewide, and serve eight year terms. In 2015 , the General 
Assembly changed the law to require candidates running in non-partisan races for Court of Appeals 
judge to have the candidate's party affiliation printed on the ballot (S .L. 2015-292). 

In 2015, the General Assembly also established a process for the initial contested election, and potential 
subsequent retention election, of justices of the North Carolina Supreme Court (S.L. 2015-66). The law 
would have allowed incumbent justices seeking reelection to run for reappointment in a retention 
election with no challengers. Only if voters did not support keeping the justice in office for another 
eight-year term would other candidates be allowed to run for the seat. The law was challenged, and a 
three-judge panel overturned the law on the basis that this change could not be made without a statewide 
vote on whether to change the North Carolina Constitution. In Faires v. State Board of Elections, (filed 
May 6, 2016), the North Carolina Supreme Court was equally divided with three justices voting to • 
affirm and three justices voting to reverse the three-judge panel. Accordingly, the ruling of the three-
judge panel was left undisturbed and without precedential value. 
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• The Superior and District Court Divisions of the General Court of Justice consist of various district 
courts organized in territorial districts, with at least one district judge in each district. The General 
Assembly determines the number of judges for each district. Each judge must be a resident of the 
district to which he or she is elected. Superior Court judges serve eight-year terms; district court judges 
serve four-year terms. Vacancies in the offices are filled for the unexpired term by appointment of the 
Governor from nominations submitted by the district bar. If elected from a district, nominees must be 
residents of the district who are licensed to practice law in the district and who are members of the same 
political party as the vacating judge. 

The provisions for nonpartisan judicial races are set out in Article 25 of Chapter 163 of the General 
Statutes. Candidates run in nonpartisan primaries, held on the same day in May as the party primaries. 
The primaries reduce the field to twice the number to be elected, eliminating additional candidates. 
Then, the reduced field runs in the November general election. The system is patterned after the 
nonpartisan primary and elections used by some cities to elect their mayors and city councils. The 
nonpartisan primaries and elections are by district for superior and district court judges. 

Section 21 would make various changes in the General Statutes to restore partisan elections for the 
North Carolina Supreme Court and the North Carolina Court of Appeals. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Part III of Senate Bill 4 would become effective January 1, 2018, and would 
apply to primaries and elections on or after that date. 

BILL ANALYSIS: PART IV 

- Section 22. (a) 

e 

Current law: G.S. 7 A-16 provides that the Court of Appeals has 15 judges, that the court is authorized to 
sit in panels of three judges each, and that three judges constitute a quorum for the transaction of the 
court's business (except for issuance of certain writs). 

Section 22.(a) of the bill would amend G.S. 7 A-16 to permit the Court of Appeals to sit en bane to hear 
or rehear any appeal upon the vote of a majority of the judges on the court, and would revise the quorum 
requirement to provide that for the purpose of transacting business sitting en bane, a majority of the 
judges of the court constitute a quorum. 

Section 22.(b) 

Current law: G.S. 7A-27(al) grants a right of direct appeal to the Supreme Court from any trial court 
order holding an act of the General Assembly to be invalid on its face because it violates the North 
Carolina Constitution or federal law. 

Section 22.(b) of the bill would repeal G.S. 7A-27(al), thereby eliminating the right to appeal directly to 
the Supreme Court from a trial court order holding an act to be facially invalid because it violates the 
North Carolina Constitution or federal law, and would make conforming changes to G.S. 7A-27(b). 

Section 22. (c) 

Current Law: G.S. 7 A-30(2) provides a right of appeal to the Supreme Court from a decision of the 
Court of Appeals rendered in a case in which there is a dissent. 

Section 23.(c) of the bill would amend G.S. 7 A-30(2) to provide that: 

• There is an appeal of right to the Supreme Court from a decision of the Court of Appeals sitting 
as a panel of three in which there is a dissent. 
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• This right of appeal does not arise until after: 

o The Court of Appeals sitting en bane has rendered a decision in the case, if the case was 
heard en bane, or 

o The time for filing a.motion for rehearing of the cause by the Court of Appeals has expired or 
the Court of Appeals has denied the motion for rehearing. 

Section 22.(d) 

Current law: G.S. 7 A-31 (a) permits the Supreme Court, in its discretion, to certify for its review any 
appeal taken to the Court of Appeals, upon motion of any party or on its own motion, either before or 
after it has been determined by the Court of Appeals, except for appeals from specified agencies to 
which this provision expressly does not apply. G.S . 7 A-31 (b) sets forth the criteria that must be met in 
order for the appeal to be certified for review by the Supreme Court before its determination in the Court 
of Appeals; G.S. 7A-31(c) sets forth the criteria that must be met in order for an appeal to be certified 
for Supreme Court review after its determination in the Court of Appeals. 

Section 22.(d) of the bill amends G.S. 7A-3 l(a): 

• By adding a reference to appeals heard by the Court of Appeals sitting en bane, to conform to the 
changes made in Section 22.(a) of the bill. 

• By making appeals from the Commissioner of Insurance under G.S.58-65-131 (c) not authorized 
to be certified for discretionary review before a determination by the Court of Appeals, to 

• 

conform to the changes made in Section 22.(e) of the bill. • 

Section 22.(e) 

Current law: G.S. 58-65-131 (c) provides that any party to an appeal to the Court of Appeals from certain 
orders of the Commissioner of Insurance may petition the Supreme Court to certify the case for 
discretionary review prior to determination by the Court of Appeals. 

Section 22.(e) of the bill would amend G.S. 58-65-131(c) to eliminate the right to seek discretionary 
Supreme Court review of these orders of the Commissioner prior to the appeal's determination by the 
Court of Appeals. 

Section 22. CO 
Current Law: G.S. 120-2.5 provides an appeal of right directly to the Supreme Court from any final 
order or judgment of a court declaring unconstitutional or otherwise invalid an act apportioning or 
redistricting State legislative or congressional districts. 

Section 22.(t) of the bill would repeal G.S. 120-2.5 in its entirety. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Section 22 of Senate Bill 4 would become effective when the bill becomes law. 

Section 23.(a) 

Current law: G.S . IA-I , Rule 42(b)(4) of the Rules of Civil Procedure, provides that, in an action 
making a facial challenge to an act of the General Assembly required to be transferred for hearing to a 
three-judge panel in Wake County Superior Court, the court in which the action originated retains 
jurisdiction over all matters other than the challenge to the act's facial validity. 

Section 23 .(a) of the bill would amend Rule 42(b)(4) to provide that the original court shall rule on a • 
motion filed under Rule 11 or a motion to dismiss filed under Rule 12(b)(I) through (7), except that it 
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• may decline to rule on a motion to dismiss under Rule 12(b) (6) based on a failure to state a claim upon 
which relief can be granted, in which case that motion shall be decided by the three-judge panel. 

• 

• 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Section 23 of Senate Bill 4 would become effective February 1, 2017, and 
applies to motions filed on or after that date. 

BILL ANALYSIS: PART V 

Section 24 

Current law: Vacancies on the lndustrial Commission are currently filled only for the remainder of the 
unexpired term. Additionally, the Governor designates the chair of the Commission. 

Section 24.(a) of the bill would provide that appointments to fill vacancies on the Industrial Commission 
would be for a term of six years plus the remainder of the unexpired term. Additionally, the Governor 
would designate the chair and vice-chair of the Commission every four years on December 301

h for a 
term of four years and would fill vacancies of the chair and vice-chair for the remainder of the term. 

Section 24.(b) reverts the term of member filling a vacancy to the remainder of the unexpired term. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Section 24.(a) would become effective when the act becomes law and apply to 
appointments made on or after that date. Section 24.(b) would become effective at the earlier of 
December 31 , 2016, or when the first vacancy is filled pursuant to Section 24.(a) . 



• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

ORTH CAROLINA 
) 

BILL NUMBER: Senate Bill 4 (First Edition) 

SHORT TITLE: Bi-Partisan Ethics, Elections & Court Reform. 

SPONSOR(S): Senators Rucho, Rabon, and Tucker 

FISCAL IMP ACT 

r Yes r No P' No Estimate Available 

FY 2016-17 FY 2017-18 FY 2018-19 FY 2019-20 FY 2020-21 
State Impact 
General Fund Revenues: I----··-·-------·--·-- - --·-----·------ - ___ ... _ ... _________ - _______ .. _____________ t- ·-.. ---·---·-···---·-··--- - --···------·······----···-··-·-·· 

State Board of Elections and 
Ethics Enforcement 

General ~ und EXP..:~ . itures: 

State Board of Elections and 
Ethics Enforcement 

State Positions: 

............... SeeAsswnptions andMethodology 

--------~-----__.-~---------------~----- -+-------· 
NET STATE rMPACT No estimate available. Please see Assumptions & Methodology section for additional details . 

Local Impact 
Revenues: !-- --------··-----·-··--·-··-·- -----·--·-·---- t----·-··------ . 1---------- ·t------------··--··--- t----·------····--·--
Ex\)enditures: 

NET LOCAL IMPACT No estimate available. Please see Assumptions & Methodology section for additional details. 

PRlNCIPAL DEPARTMENT(S) & PROGRAM(S) AFFECTED: 
State Board of Elections, Ethics Commiss ion, Secretary of State, Judicial Branch 

EFFECTIVE DATE: When becomes law and as specified in the bill. 

TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
None 

BILL SUMMARY: 

Senate Bill 4 (SB 4), Bi-Partisan Ethics, Elections & Court Reform, makes several administrative 
and judicial branch changes. 

Part I creates the Bipartisan State Board of Elections and Ethics Enforcement (State Board) and 
eliminates the current State Ethics Commission and State Board of Elections. Additionally, the 
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lobbying regulation function and staff of Secretary of State is moved into the purview of the new 
State Board. 

Part II states that the legislature will remain the sole authority to apportion districts. 

Part Ill will change the elections of Supreme Court Justices and Court of Appeals ' Justices from 
nonpartisan to partisan elections. 

Part IV makes several changes to the Court of Appeals. First, section 22(a) allows the Court of 
Appeals to sit en bane to hear or rehear any appeal upon the vote of a majority of the judges on the 
court. Section 22(b) eliminates the right to appeal directly to the Supreme Court from a trial court 
order holding an act to be facially invalid because it violates the NC Constitution or federal law. 
Section 22(c) allows an appeal of right to the Supreme Court from a decision of the Court of 
Appeals sitting as a panel of three in which there is a dissent after either the Court of Appeals 
sitting en bane has rendered a decision in the case (if it was heard en bane) or the time for filing a 
motion for rehearing of the cause by the Court of Appeals has expired or the Court of Appeals has 
denied the motion for rehearing. Section 22(d) makes several conforming changes. Section 22(e) 
eliminates the right to seek discretionary review by the Supreme Court prior to the appeal ' s 
determination by the Court of Appeal in certain cases involving the Commissioner of Insurance. 
Section 22(f) eliminates the appeal of right directly to the Supreme Court from any final order or 
judgment of a court declaring unconstitutional or otherwise invalid an act apportioning or 
redistricting State legislative or congressional districts. Finally, Section 23(a) amends a Rule of 
Civil Procedure governing the jurisdiction over matters challenging an act' s facial validity. 

Part V makes three changes related to the Industrial Commission. First, section 24(a) amends G.S. 
97-77(a I) such that an appointee filling a vacancy due to death, incapacity, resignation, or any 
other reason prior to the expiration of the term of office shall serve the remainder of the unexpired 
term plus a six year subsequent term. Second, section 24(a) changes G.S. 97-77(b) to require the 
Governor to appoint the chair of the Commission on December 31 , 2016 and every four years 
thereafter. Section 24(a) is effective when the bill becomes law. Third, section 24(b) returns G.S. 
97-77(al) to the original language under which an appointee filling a vacancy serves only the 
remainder of the unexpired term. Section 24(b) is effective December 31 , 2016. 

ASSUMPTIONS AND METHODOLOGY: 

Part I 
Board Membership and Meetings 
The combining of the boards reduces the total number of board members from 13 (total of the 2 
boards) to 8 which reduces the number of individuals to receive per diem, subsistence, and travel 
as allowed by law for their service days. Part I requires the State Board to meet monthly. 
Currently, the Ethics Commission meets only quarterly and upon notification by the Chair and 
State Board of Elections board is only required to meet for canvassing of elections and in July of 
odd years to appoint county board members or when called by the Chair or any two members 
collectively. While there may be more required meetings of the new State Board, there are less 
members of the new State Board to receive the reimbursements and other variables that go into the 
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total paid per members ; therefore, there is no estimate available as for an increase or decrease of 
costs associated with the meetings of the new State Board. 

Information Technology 
In FY 2016, the State Ethics Commission received funding of $850,000 for an upgrade of their 
technology for filing of Statements of Economic Interest; the agency is still early in their process 
for obtaining a new system and there exists an opportunity to adjust the scope of the project to 
include a lobbying compliance function. There is no estimate avai lable as to what the incremental 
cost would be to add the lobbying compliance function to the new ethics reporting tracking. 

In FY 2014-15, The State Board of Elections received an appropriation of $390,871 to match the 
Help America Vote Act (HA VA) funds and were directed to update their Statewide E lections and 
Information System which is the voting system for registered voters and elections. That project is 
ongoing and it is assumed that database/system would remain a separate system of the 
ethics/lobbying compliance and reporting database. 

Office Space 
If the new State Board co-locates its staff, there is room at the current State Board of Elections 
offices. There may need to be renovation of their large meeting room to accommodate staff 
offices. The State Board of Elections estimates the renovation amount of about $65,000; however, 
this note assumes the exact renovation needs and estimate is not available at the time of writing the 
fiscal note. 

Part II 
The General Assembly already draws the voting districts and it is assumed no additional costs for 
Part n. 

Part III 
The current partisan election candidates are subject to a filing fee of 1 % of the annual salary of the 
office sought by the candidate. This fee is paid to State Board of Elections for statewide offices 
and judicial offices. The filing fee would range from $1 ,400-$1 ,500 depending upon the judicial 
office the candidate is seeking. The number of candidates who would seek these judicial partisan 
elections is unknown; but it is assumed there would be additional revenues of the change from 
nonpartisan to partisan. If 10 candidates file to run as an appellate judge, the total filing fees paid 
would be approximately $15,000 paid to the State Board. 

Part IV 
The fiscal impact of Part IV of the act is unknown. Costs to the State may be incurred if cases that 
would previously have ended after going first to the Court of Appeals and then to the Supreme 
Court are now required to be heard en bane in the Court of Appeals before going to the Supreme 
Court. Likewise, cases that previously had rights of appeal directly to the Supreme Court may 
now have to be heard first in the Court of Appeals. However, there is no way to predict how many 
times the Court of Appeals may choose to sit en bane or how many cases may have an add itional 
layer of appeal added. 
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The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) reports that " no courtroom at the North Carolina 
Court of Appeals or at the Supreme Court is equipped to accommodate hearings before a panel of 
15 judges. Temporary arrangements likely could be made to house such hearings if they are 
relatively infrequent, but providing a permanent space for en bane hearings would be necessary if 
the hearings become frequent and/or routine." Further, AOC states that " if a case is reheard en 
bane after consideration by a three-judge panel , additional costs likely will be incurred by the 
parties and the Court of Appeals relative to the en bane hearing. There may be some workflow 
disruption for both staff and judges that results from taking the entire court away from hearing 
cases as part of separate panels in order to hear en bane cases. Any increase in judicial caseload 
without accompanying resources could be expected to further delay the disposition of cases." 

Part V 
There is no fiscal impact resulting from the changes to the Industrial Commission in S.B. 4. 

SOURCES OF DATA: NC State Board of Elections, State Ethics Commission, and 
Administrative Office of the Courts 

TECHNICAL CONSIDERATIONS: None 
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