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How We Got Here
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Why a Common Numbering System?
• The number of students enrolling at a UNC institution with transfer credit will 

continue to increase, and their success is critical to the overall success of the 
system

• Transfer comes in many forms; existing statewide policies, particularly the 
Comprehensive Articulation Agreement (CAA), focus on transfers between NCCCS 
and UNC

• Credit loss is more prevalent for students who transfer between UNC institutions, 
since there are fewer rules governing transferability. 

• Prior NC Transfer Policies were primarily focused on NCCCS to UNC for students 
who have earned the AA/AS

Credit loss can lead to stop-out or extended time to degree
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Policy Recommendation from TAC
• The UNC-NCCCS Transfer Advisory Committee (TAC), which is charged 

with oversight of the Comprehensive Articulation Agreement (CAA) 
and making recommendations leading to optimal transfer, included 
the following in their 2020 annual report:

• “TAC continues to promote ongoing support of the following efforts: 
Technological and operational solutions that create greater continuity, clarity, 
accessibility, and transparency for advising and the processing of transfer 
students and informing course, program, and institution selection (e.g., a 
common course-numbering or common course equivalency system, the 
electronic transfer of transcripts, etc.) among the NCCCS and UNC System 
institutions.”
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National Policy Recommendations
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Policies North Carolina
Transferable Core of Lower-Division 
Courses

Universal General Education Transfer Component (UGETC): a set of 
general education courses that are transferable for lower-division 
credit at UNC universities with a grade of C or higher.

Guaranteed Transfer of Associate Degree Comprehensive Articulation Agreement (CAA) guarantees transfer 
of AA/AS earned at NCCCS to UNC (and junior standing).

Reverse Transfer Transfer students who do not complete an AA/AS prior to 
transferring but earn sufficient credit to qualify for an AA/AS after
transferring receive an award.

Common Course Numbering/Coding A uniform numbering convention used at all public postsecondary 
institutions for lower-division courses.

Education Commission of the States (ECS) identified four statewide 
policies intended to enhance the seamless transfer of college credits:

17 states have adopted some form of common numbering 



Information on UNC Transfer Students

6



UNC Board of Governors Action
• UNC Policy 400.1.5, Policy on Fostering Undergraduate 

Student Success, amended 12/17/2020

The UNC System Office shall, in consultation with faculty and 
staff from the constituent institutions, establish and maintain 
a common course numbering system for undergraduate lower 
division courses, which shall be mapped to the unique course 
numbers used at each respective institution of higher 
education. The president shall approve regulations to describe 
and implement this common undergraduate course 
numbering system, which shall be established and operational 
by the 2022-23 academic year. 
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UNC CNS Overview
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What is the UNC CNS?
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How does the UNC CNS Work?
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UNC CNS courses have a unique three-letter 
prefix and three-digit course number that 
represents the direct course equivalency at any 
UNC institution that offers the course. 

Each UNC institution retains its original course 
catalog, but uses the UNC CNS to indicate system-
wide commonality



How were Courses Selected?
• Looked first at the most often transferred courses between the 

North Carolina Community Colleges and UNC System institutions

• Began with courses in the NCCCS Common Catalog that the TAC 
has identified as Universal General Education Transfer Courses 
(UGETC) and other General Education Courses – ultimately 
identified roughly 150 courses from this set as the initial list

• Brought faculty and academic leadership from the 16 UNC 
System institutions together to determine course equivalencies 
and identify additional UNC CNS Courses
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UNC CNS Course Equivalencies by Institution

12

Institution Number of Course Equivalencies

Appalachian State University 148

East Carolina University 142

Elizabeth City State University 87

Fayetteville State University 104

North Carolina A&T State University 123

North Carolina Central University 89

North Carolina State University 113

UNC Asheville 101

UNC-Chapel Hill 159

UNC Charlotte 151

UNC Greensboro 118

UNC Pembroke 119

UNC School of the Arts 31

UNC Wilmington 136

Western Carolina University 105

Winston-Salem State University 106

Number of Possible 
UNC CNS Courses

189

Average Number of 
Course 
Equivalencies 

114

Over 1,800 course equivalencies 
are represented across the 189 
UNC CNS Courses 

These were identified through 
intense review and analysis by 
faculty and staff at the 
individual institutions and UNC 
System Office



UNC CNS Walkthrough
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Transfer Student Resources

14

coursetransfer.northcarolina.edu

• The Transfer Student Resources 
page provides:

• UNC CNS Information
• Dynamic Course Transfer 

Search
• NCSSM Course Equivalency 

Information

• The UNC CNS Panels provide:
• Regulations and manuals for 

advisors and administrators
• Links and contact info for 

each institutions transfer 
student services team

• FAQ
• Credit Appeal Procedure



Course Transfer Search
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Course Transfer Search
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Course Transfer Comparison
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Course Transfer Comparison
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Next Steps
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Emerging Opportunities
• Review course content and structure between the UNC CNS and 

the NCCCS Common Course Catalog

• More granular alignment of course content should lead to 
transfer students better prepared for the next level of 
coursework

• Identify structure for ongoing review and coordination between 
different educational systems

• Need significant investment in data system technologies –
seamless electronic movement of student transcripts and course 
history
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