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Background: Since 1993, the North Carolina General Assembly has approved an appropriation of need-

based assistance to community college students through the North Carolina Community Colleges Child 

Care Grant Program.  

The North Carolina General Assembly appropriated $1,838,215 for childcare services for student-parents 

in community colleges each year. For the NC Community College Child Care Grant, a childcare provider is 

a person, business, or organization that provides childcare services to its clients or customers, including 

licensed daycare or individual provider, unlicensed childcare provider, student-parents’ parent, personal 

nanny, afterschool programs and summer programs.  

In January 2022, the General Assembly approved a total of $3,038,215 to be allocated in FY 2021-22. 

Through the Child Care Grant allotment, this included an additional $1,200,000 in non-recurring (NR) 

carry-forward funds.  

Administration: In compliance with 115D-40.5, section 6.4, the attached report on the administration of 

the North Carolina Community College Child Care Grant Program is submitted for State Board of 

Community College consideration.  

SECTION 6.4. (a) Article 3 of Chapter 115D of the General Statutes is amended by adding a new section 

to read: 

“§ 115D-40.5. Annual report on NC Community College Child Care Grant Program. On December 

1 of each year, the Community Colleges System Office shall report to the Senate Appropriations 

Committee on Higher Education, the House Appropriations Committee on Education/Higher 

Education, the House Legislative Education Oversight on the administration of the North 

Carolina Community College Child Care Grant Program for the prior fiscal year. the report shall 

include at least the following information by each community college: 

(1) The number of applications received for grants from the program. 

(2) The amount of grant funds requested from the program. 

(3) The number of applications approved.  

(4) The total amount of grant funds awarded. 

(5) The range of the dollar amount of grant awards to individuals for child care expenses.  

(6) The types of child care utilized by students with grant funds, including before-school and 

after-school services.” 

Management of Funds: During the 2021-22 fiscal year, colleges self-reported NC Child Care Grant Funds 

totaling $1,859,592 were awarded at 53 colleges that requested assistance for student-parents enrolled 

in college credit programs. These colleges awarded on average $3,022.87 to an average of 11.65 eligible 

student-parents.  Some colleges reported using additional funding sources to assist student-parents, 

including but not limited to institutional funds, Foundation office, Higher Education Emergency Relief 

Act (HEERF), Perkins Grant, TRIO, County Partnership for Children, Pre-K, Student Support Services 

Grant, and other funding sources to assist student-parents with childcare needs.  Additional funds 

ranged from $300 in institutional funds as one college reported to cover childcare expenses to $207,260 

(Attached Spreadsheet: Table 1).  



Reporting Results: Of the 53 participating colleges, most named various provider types including 

twenty-two (22) community colleges selecting individual providers) as caretakers. Forty-nine (49) of the 

53 participating colleges selected licensed or unlicensed as child(ren) providers.  Six (6) colleges assisted 

students with before-school services, while sixteen (16) colleges assisted students with after-school 

services. These colleges reported the increased funding was critical to their colleges to meet the 

childcare needs of their students (Attached Spreadsheet: Table 2).  

From the self-reported survey, five (5) community colleges, Gaston College, Mayland CC, Mitchell CC, 

Pamlico CC, and Tri-County CC did not award NC Child Care Grant funds to students during the FY 2021-

22 year. These colleges noted various reasons for not participating including (1) inability to get students 

to apply for the grant, (2) childcare assistance being paid by other sources including the local 

department of social services, (3) unable to spend childcare funds any year, (4) county has other 

subsidies to assist with childcare and student-parents choose not to apply for the grant funds, and (5) 

not having enough students to apply for the childcare grant program funds.  

 

  



Table 1: FY 2021-22 Survey Results for NC Community College Childcare 

Grant 

 



Table 2: FY 2021-22 NC Childcare Grant Program Survey Results 

Applications and Service Types 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


