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State Water Infrastructure Authority
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State Water Infrastructure Authority (SWIA)
• Established in 2013
• Nine members
• Staffed by the Division of Water Infrastructure
• Awards all funding for water/wastewater projects
• G.S. 159G-70

Set points-based priority 
system following 
statutory criteria

Approve Master Plan 
and consolidated 
application form

Hold two annual 
funding cycles (Fall and 

Spring)



$10-$15
billion

$7 - $11
billion

$17 – $26 
billion

Twenty-Year Capital Cost Needs
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Water Systems

Wastewater Systems
Source: Statewide Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Master Plan 2017



DWI: 2021-23 Budget Actions

• $1.98 billion from American Rescue Plan Act funds

• $345.9 million from General Fund
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$2.3 billion for water infrastructure

• $1.3 billion earmarked for special appropriations

• $907 million available for competitive grants



DWI: State Programs
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State Wastewater and Drinking Water Reserve 
• Provides grants and loans

• Merger/regionalization feasibility (MRF) 

• Asset inventory and assessment (AIA) 

• G.S. 159G-36(c)

$10 m recurring appropriation

Grant/loan max is $3 m

FY 2021-23

158 projects

$594.7 m



DWI: State Programs
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Study and Assessment Grants
• Funded from State Reserve appropriation

• Merger/regionalization feasibility (MRF)

• Allows utilities to explore merge options

• Asset inventory and assessment (AIA) 

• Examine current infrastructure

MRF: $50,000 max every three years

AIA: $150,000 max every three years

FY 2021-23

275 projects

$55.5 m



DWI: Federal Programs
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Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)
• Provides loans at ½ the market rate for up to 

20 years

• Some principal forgiveness loans, 0% 
interest loans and reduced loans available

• Green Project Reserve

State Match: 20% - $6 m R

Repaid loans add funding

Loan max: $30 m

FY 2021-23

45 projects

$267.4 m



DWI: Federal Programs
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Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF)
• Provides loans at ½ the market rate for up to 

20 years

• 30-year, targeted interest rate loans possible

• Some principal forgiveness loans, 0% 
interest loans and reduced loans available

State Match: 20% - $7 m R

Repaid loans add funding

Loan max: $20 m

FY 2021-23

28 projects

$185.6 m



DWI: Federal Programs
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Community Development Block Grant (CDBG-I)
• Grants 

• Water and sewer

• Low to moderate income areas

• Allocated in Annual Appropriations Act

Federally funded - $20 m

Grant max: $2 m

FY 2021-23

1 project

$930,000



DWI: Federal Programs
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Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)
Provides an additional $1.2 billion available through the State Revolving Funds 
over five years (starting in FY 2022-23)

Includes:

• $447 million for lead pipe replacement

• $119 million to address emerging contaminants in drinking water systems

• $119 million for small and/or underserved communities



DWI: Website
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https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-infrastructure



DWI: Website
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Appropriated          4.00 FTE
Receipts                  3.00 FTE
Total GF                 7.00 FTE

Requirements:       $112,926,914
Receipts:                 $89,126,160
Net GF Approp.:   $23,800,754

Total General Fund Budget

Admin
$1.1 m

1%

Aid and 
Public 

Assistance
$88.8 m

79%

Reserves and 
Transfers
$23.1 m

20%

Total General Fund Requirements
FY 2022-23

General 
Fund

$23.8 m
21%

CDBG-I
$89.1 m

79%

Source of Funds
FY 2022-23

Source: Dec. 31, 2022 BD701

DWI: General Fund Authorized Budget



Questions?
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