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A sample of liquors produced in North Carolina



ABC Commission Staff Functional Duties

What does the ABC Commission do?

The ABC Commission provides procedures to ensure the
proper administration of the ABC taws throughout the state

of North Carotina.

How big is North Carolina's
ABC operation?
The ABC Commission staff of fewer than 50 employees oversees
a unlform system of control over the sale, purchase, transportation,
manufacture, consumption and possession of atcohotic beverages in

the state. (GS 188- 100).

ABC Commission Authority - Statutes

. Adminlster the ABC laws

. Provide for enforcement of the ABC laws

. Set prices of spirits sold in ABC stores

. Determine brands of alcoholic beverages sotd in the state

. Serve as wholesate distributor of spirituous liquor

. Contract for state ABC warehousing of spiritous liquor

. Oversee locat ABC Boards

. lssue ABC permits

. lmpose sanctions against businesses hotding ABC permits
that violate the [aw

. Promulgate rules

ABC System Is Self-funding
Local ABC Boards in North Carolina are estabtished and operated
with no state funds - ABC store sales pay for local overhead costs

ABC stores are owned or rented-by the locat ABC Boards that also

hire the store staff . ABC store staff are not state emptoyees.

ABC stores are not owned by the state.

ABC Commission and Warehouse operations are f unded by

case shipments of liquor to ABC Boards (no money from the

General Fund). ABC Commission staff are state employees.
Warehouse staff are employees of warehouse private contractor,
not the state.
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Underage lnitiative

Director and 3
staff imptement
initiative to
reduce underage
drinking and the
Tatk it Out

Campaign

o

Commission
Member

Chairman

Commission
Member

Chief
Administrator

Deputy
Administrator

Audit
& lnvestigations

Legat Permit Administrative ABC Board Warehouse Education

o Director, 3

fietd auditors,

. Chief Counset,
3 attorneys
and 3 support
positions
prosecute 1,200+
violations per
year, provide
counseI to
pubtic and staff
regarding
interpreting
and implementing
ABC laws and
rules

. Director
and 10 permit
specialists
receive
apptications
& issue
approximately
8,500 new
permits per year
and manage
existing
permits for:

- 18,000
retai lers

. lT Director
develops/
maintains lT

systems

. Pubtic Alfairs
Director
manages
Commission
communications
with the pubtic,
news media and
poticy makers

. Personnerl,
Payroll, Budget
Director
provide i4ternal
and externat
administrative
support f6r
agency 

i

Director, one
auditor and
one spirituous
liquor pricing
manager maintain
pricing for
2,000+ [iquors;
communicate
with, oversee
& conduct
performance
audits of 166

ABC boards

. Private
contractor,
LB&B Associates,
receives, stores
and detivers
approximatety
5.6 mittion cases
of spirituous
liquor to
tocat ABC
boards a year

. Education
Director
imptements
training for
approximately
7,000 staff of
ABC permit
holders and
ABC Boards

apptication
stigators

and 1 support
assistant
inspect ABC
permitted
establishments
for comptiance
with laws and
rules

- 225 breweries

- 228 wineries &

- 61 distitteries

ABC System Generates Revenue

NC is regutarty among the lowest states in per capita atcohol

consumption and highest in revenue generated from alcohoI sates

ABC Commission oversees an estimated $5 bittion per year atcohol
industry in North Carolina

$380 mittion + in annuaI revenue distributions go from ABC board retait
sates to state and [oca[ governments

$24 mittion + cottected by the state ABC Commission from permit

apptication fees and renewats for the benef it of the General Fund

$1 mittion in revenues generated from ABC Commission sanctioned
penalties paid by permit-hotders to locat school districts where
viotations occurred

Excise taxes f rom beer and wine sates totat $140 mittion+
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2nd
largest

increas€ in

banels
produced
in the U.S.

in 2Ol5
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THI STATI OI CRAFI BEER IN NORIH CAROTINA
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TOCAI- INGRTDITNT$
- sweet potatoes, kumquats, sorghum,
blueberries. blackberries, persimmons,
barley, wheat, rye, and hops - re ect a
rich agricultural heritage and have won
the state's brewers national recognition,

2012

More than 50 new
breweries are planning
to open in North Carolina
in 2017 and beyond.

AStlIUIttl
is a favorite beer destination.
It is a four-time "Beer City
USA" poll-topper and boasts

20BREWERIIS
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675,469

BARRELS
annual economic impact of

$1 .2 B lLLl0 N
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North Carolina has more
breweries than any other state
in the South.

The number of craft breweries in North Carolina has more
than tripled since 2O1O.

produced by craft
breweries in 2O15

$300 MlLLl0N
in annual wages

lllll fdils

MAJOR CRAFI BREWEHY EXPANSIONS

lnfographic by Our State e; Sources: Brewers Association, N( ,rewers Guild, Beer lnstitute, Demeter Group, and Visit North Carolina



INORTH CAROLINA
DISTILLERY LOCATIONS
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GROWTH OF NORTH CAROLINA
BREWERIES & DISTILLERIES
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2015 DISTILLERY SALES BILL



NORTH CAROLINAO
DISTILLERY SALES

distillery'sal'es-of bottles &n+ershandise in 2O16:, . * ." -.,,,

l
resulting in the state

receiving-excise tax of

$l 20 o
l

[plus another 954,000 in sales taxl

llllllllll 4 ENf,PLOYEES
average employment at an NC distillery:

the majority of distillers
sell 90o/o of their product
through the ABC store &
l0o/o at their distillery

the projected increase in distillery
bottle sales should 5155 pass

[that's $1,000,000 in sales,
$300,000 in state qlc-ise,1a,x

& $7O,OOO in sales taxl

[z rull-time & 2 part-time]
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of distilleries say they would
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