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SENATE JOURNAL
2023 SESSION

FIRST DAY

Senate Chamber
Wednesday, January 11, 2023

In accordance with law, as set forth in the Constitution of the State of North
Carolina and G.S. 120-11.1, the Senate of the General Assembly of North
Carolina assembles this day at the hour of 12:00 p.m. in the Senate Chamber of
the Legislative Building in the City of Raleigh.

The Honorable Mark Robinson, Lieutenant Governor and President of the
Senate, calls the Senate to order.

The President extends courtesies of the floor and the gallery to the family and
friends of the Senators-elect.

The President extends courtesies of the floor to former Governor of North
Carolina Jim Hunt.

The President extends courtesies of the gallery to Mr. and Mrs. Mark Moser
of Greensboro.

The President extends courtesies of the floor to Mr. Michael Sims, Clayton
City Council member.

The President recognizes the Sergeant-at-Arms of the 2021 Session, who
announces the presence of The Honorable Tamara Barringer, Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court of North Carolina, and The Honorable Philip Berger, Jr.,
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, at the doors of the
chamber. The President directs the Sergeant-at-Arms to open the doors and to
escort the members of the judiciary to their seats.

The President recognizes the Sergeant-at-Arms, who announces the presence
of Master Sergeant Ronda Vazquez of the North Carolina Army National Guard
at the doors of the chamber. The President directs the Sergeant-at-Arms to open
the doors and to escort Master Sergeant Vazquez to the well of the chamber.

The President introduces Pastor Steve Griffith of Osborne Baptist Church in
Eden, North Carolina, who offers prayer as follows:

“Father, we come to you today in the name of your Son, Jesus, by whom all
things were created and in whom all things are sustained. God, I ask your blessings
on these proceedings today. Father, I ask your blessings on these men and women,
who, by your hand, are here to serve the good people of North Carolina. I pray
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you encourage them on days when so many things seem against them. I pray, God,
you give them humble hearts to serve well. God, I pray that you give them courage
and strength and wisdom to lead well. We pray in the Mighty and Wonderful
Name of Jesus Christ. Amen.”

PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS

The President directs the Sergeant-at-Arms to open the doors of the chamber
for the Presentation of the Colors by the Army Junior ROTC Color Guard from
Morehead High School in Eden, North Carolina.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Led by the President, members and guests remain standing and pledge
allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

NATIONAL ANTHEM

The President recognizes Master Sergeant Ronda Vazquez of the North
Carolina Army National Guard, who sings “The Star-Spangled Banner.”

CALL OF THE ROLL/ELECTION CERTIFICATION

The Chair directs the clerk to call the roll by Senatorial District, pursuant to
the Certification of Election received from the Secretary of State, The Honorable
Elaine F. Marshall:

I, Elaine F. Marshall, Secretary of State of the State of North Carolina, do hereby
certify that the State Board of Elections met Tuesday, the 29th day of November,
A.D., 2022 in accordance with Chapter 163 of the General Statutes of North
Carolina, at which time the Board did open, canvass and judicially determine the
returns of votes cast in the election held on Tuesday, November 8th, 2022 and
certified to me the persons duly elected as members of the Senate from the various
Senate Districts comprising of more than one county, and all others have been
certified to me in the abstracts by the State Board of Elections as having the
highest number of votes cast in the election for the Senate from districts composed
of one county only, for the General Assembly of 2023 to wit:

DISTRICT NAME

First District Norman W. Sanderson
Second District Jim Perry

Third District Bobby Hanig

Fourth District Buck Newton

Fifth District Kandie D. Smith

Sixth District Michael A. Lazzara
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Seventh District
Eighth District

Ninth District

Tenth District
Eleventh District
Twelfth District
Thirteenth District
Fourteenth District
Fifteenth District
Sixteenth District
Seventeenth District
Eighteenth District
Nineteenth District
Twentieth District
Twenty-first District
Twenty-second District
Twenty-third District
Twenty-fourth District
Twenty-fifth District
Twenty-sixth District
Twenty-seventh District
Twenty-eighth District
Twenty-ninth District
Thirtieth District
Thirty-first District
Thirty-second District
Thirty-third District
Thirty-fourth District
Thirty-fifth District
Thirty-sixth District
Thirty-seventh District
Thirty-eighth District
Thirty-ninth District
Fortieth District
Forty-first District
Forty-second District
Forty-third District
Forty-fourth District
Forty-fifth District
Forty-sixth District
Forty-seventh District
Forty-eighth District
Forty-ninth District
Fiftieth District
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Michael Lee

Bill Rabon

Brent Jackson
Benton Sawrey
Lisa Stone Barnes
Jim Burgin

Lisa Grafstein

Dan Blue

Jay J. Chaudhuri
Gale Adcock
Sydney Batch

Mary Wills Bode
Val Applewhite
Natalie S. Murdock
Tom Mclnnis

Mike Woodard
Graig R. Meyer
Danny Earl Britt, Jr.
Amy S. Galey
Philip E. (Phil) Berger
Michael Garrett
Gladys A. Robinson
David (Dave) Craven, Jr.
Steve Jarvis

Joyce Krawiec

Paul Lowe, Jr.

Carl Ford

Paul R. Newton
Todd Johnson
Eddie Settle

Vickie Sawyer
Mujtaba Mohammed
DeAndrea Salvador
Joyce Waddell
Natasha Marcus
Rachel Hunt

Brad Overcash

Ted Alexander
Dean Proctor
Warren Daniel
Ralph Hise

Tim Moffitt

Julie Mayfield
Kevin Corbin
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my
official seal.

DONE IN OFFICE at Raleigh, this 13th day of December, 2022.

(SEAL) S/ Elaine F. Marshall
Secretary of State

OATH OF OFFICE

The President of the Senate recognizes The Honorable Tamara Barringer,
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of North Carolina, who administers the
following oath of office, to which those present respond and subscribe:

“I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will support the Constitution and laws of
the United States, and I do solemnly and sincerely swear or affirm that I will be
faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North Carolina and to the
constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be established for the
government thereof, and that I will endeavor to support, maintain, and defend the
Constitution and laws of said State, not inconsistent with the Constitution of the
United States, to the best of my knowledge and ability; and I do solemnly and
sincerely swear or affirm that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as
a member of the Senate of the 2023 General Assembly of the State of North
Carolina to the best of my knowledge and ability, so help me, God.”

With fifty Senators-elect answering the call of the roll and taking the
prescribed oath of office, the President declares a quorum present and qualified.

ORGANIZATION OF THE SENATE

The President announces that the Senate stands ready to proceed with the
election of officers and declares the floor open for nominations for President Pro
Tempore of the Senate, pursuant to Article II, Section 14(1) of the North Carolina
Constitution.

The President recognizes Senator P. Newton, who offers the following
nomination and remarks:

“Members, it is my honor to nominate Senator Phil Berger of Rockingham
County for President Pro Tempore, of the United—of the North Carolina Senate.
He deserves that too. Having served in this body as President Pro Tem since 2011,
Senator Berger has led this chamber with honor and poise. Within these walls,
debate is not limited and members of both sides of the aisle are heard. The respect
Senator Berger shows to each individual who walks through these doors sets a
standard that every state legislature should aspire to. Senator Berger, wherever
you are, we are grateful to serve under your leadership. The impact of a great Pro
Tem is not confined to the decorum within these walls. Since 2011, the entire state
of North Carolina has benefited from the vision that Senator Berger brings to this
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chamber. From making North Carolina the leader of the flat tax revolution, to
putting in place the foundation for our state to become the number one state for
business. This body’s list of accomplishments under Senator Berger’s leadership
is extensive and touches every corner of the state. With the possibility of an
impending recession and a new biennium of challenges ahead of us, there is only
one person who will most effectively lead this body. I believe Senator Berger to
be this leader. He knows what government needs to do for the betterment of
society. He knows what we as members need to do for North Carolina to prosper
in times of uncertainty. Senator Berger continues his legal practice in my
hometown of Eden, and I see bedrock, small-town values in him at work every day:
integrity, trust, perseverance. But, most importantly, Senator Berger is family first.
He always finds time for his wife, Pat, his children, and his grandchildren. I have no
doubt that Senator Berger is, once again, the right senator for this job. Mr. President,
it is my honor and privilege to nominate Philip Berger of Rockingham County for
President Pro Tempore of the 2023 North Carolina Senate.”

The President recognizes Senator Rabon, who seconds the nomination and
offers the following remarks:

“Colleagues, friends, guests, today is a special day. And I believe it’s an
important day for lots of reasons. It’s important to gather here with people who
made this day possible: our loved ones, our staff, our support system, and our
voters. And I believe it is important to begin this two-year session with the spirit
of bipartisanship and togetherness. I hope you all will enjoy this day and
remember the reverence you feel in this place. This is the seventh time that I have
had the honor of being part of this day. I stood in this chamber twelve years ago,
and, let me tell you, a lot has changed in those twelve years. Our state has changed.
Our policies, of course, have changed. This body has changed. There are so many
new colleagues present today and from the past from both sides of the aisle. Even
those who were here twelve years ago, Senator Blue, are a little longer in the teeth,
and we have changed. In my view, our politics have changed as well. The
temperature, unfortunately, feels higher than it used to. The partisan rancor is a
little more common, and our sense of congeniality seems to have lost its way—
something I hope we can work on in 2023. But over the past twelve years, there
is at least one thing about this place, or, rather, one person, who has been
remarkably steady, consistent, and dependable. Phil Berger is the same person
today as the man I got to know twelve years ago. Many of you know I'm a
veterinarian, and I know a threatened and an endangered species when I see one.
And Phil Berger is the rarest of public servants. He has the same impeccable
character today that he had twelve years ago. The same humility. The same
resolve. Same principles. Same honesty. Same toughness. Same sense of duty.
The same lack of ego. Phil Berger has certainly changed this body and this state,
I believe, for the better, but this place has not changed Phil Berger. We’re
fortunate to have had his leadership for the past twelve years—and twelve years
ago—and we’re fortunate to have his leadership today. It is my great honor to
second the nomination of Phillip E. Berger to serve as President Pro Tem of the
Senate. And, Mr. President, I furthermore move that the nominations be closed.”
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The motion offered by Senator Rabon that the nominations be closed prevails,
and Senator Phil Berger is elected President Pro Tempore of the 2023 Senate by
acclamation.

The President declares Senator Phil Berger duly elected President Pro Tempore
and appoints Senator Barnes, Senator Blue, Senator P. Newton, and Senator Rabon
to escort the President Pro Tempore-elect to the well of the chamber, where he is
presented to the President by Senator P. Newton. The President directs the Sergeant-
at-Arms to escort Luke Snyder and Ashley Berger Snyder to the well of the
chamber, where they join the President Pro Tempore-elect as he receives the
prescribed oath of office. The Honorable Philip Berger, Jr., Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of North Carolina, administers the prescribed oath of office.

The President recognizes Senator Phil Berger, President Pro Tempore, who
addresses the body from the well of the chamber, offering the following remarks:

“Thank you, Lieutenant Governor Robinson, Justice Barringer, Justice Berger,
my fellow senators, Majority Leader Newton, Minority Leader Blue, family,
friends, and those joining us via the internet, which is live streaming all of our
proceedings today. I want to thank you for the warm welcome and for bestowing
on me the real high honor of continuing to serve as President Pro Tempore of the
North Carolina Senate. Before I begin, I want to thank, again, although they’ve
left, the members of the Color Guard from Morehead High School in Eden and
Master Sergeant Ronda Vazquez for helping to make this event special and
memorable for all of us. And I would like to thank and recognize our clerk, Sarah
Holland, and her staff for all they do to help us. And, finally, thanks to our
Sergeant-at-Arms, Bob Myrick, and his staff for their help and assistance—I am
presupposing some things that are going to happen as we go forward. We enter
this new year, and new legislative session, with a renewed commitment to the
people of North Carolina. While today is a ceremonious occasion for the General
Assembly, we must remember why we are here. We are here because the people
of North Carolina placed faith in us to care for the state they love. This day is as
much about them as it is about us. Their voices, uttered through ballot boxes
across North Carolina, signaled the direction they want North Carolina to take.
North Carolina is growing every day. Between July 2021 and July 2022 nearly
100,000 new residents moved here from other states—many to escape states like
New York, Illinois, and California, where opportunities and jobs are hard to come
by. Those new residents see the promise in North Carolina of more freedom, of
an opportunity to prosper, and of a bright future for themselves and their families.
As more people find a home here, we must remain committed to what has made
North Carolina the best state in which to live, to work, and to raise a family. A
little over a decade ago, a new majority gained control of this body and of the
chamber on the other side of this building. That new majority made a commitment
to the people that North Carolina would take a new direction. I stood before this
body at that time and said that history would judge the success or failure of that
commitment. Looking back, we were in a dire situation at that time. We inherited
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a two and a half billion-dollar budget deficit, teachers and state employees were
facing layoffs, job creation was lagging, and North Carolina’s tax and regulatory
climate were both impediments to growth and to employment. Our vision for
North Carolina was clear: smaller, smarter, more efficient government and a
confidence that the private sector would respond positively to lower taxes and less
government red tape. Over the last twelve years, and following the simple formula
of lower taxes, less regulation, and a commitment to quality education, our state
has flourished. North Carolina regularly ranks as a top state for business and jobs.
We continue to recruit and attract a wide variety of employers and entrepreneurs
to the state. The big job announcements grab the headlines, but every job created
in the private sector, facilitated by conservative state policy, makes an impact.
And look at the result. Since 2011, more than 643,000 new jobs have been created
in North Carolina, our unemployment rate has dropped, the rate of citizens in
poverty has been reduced, and, thanks to historic reductions in tax rates, North
Carolinians are keeping more of their money. Confounding so-called experts in
government finance, we accomplished all this and, at the same time, saw revenue
to state coffers exceed projections, creating record state surpluses and a rainy-day
reserve fund that is the envy of our neighboring states. Those results were not
achieved by accident or happenstance. And contrast what we’ve done with what
is happening in those states that our new residents are fleeing—high taxes, out-
of-control government spending, schools that cater to burecaucrats instead of
students and parents, and politicians and special interest activists trampling the
values that many Americans and North Carolinians still hold dear. Today I can’t
help but think about what we have done and what we will continue to do for our
citizens, their children, their grandchildren, and for generations to come. Many
articulate as a goal to leave something better than when they found it. Without
question, North Carolina and its state government are in a far better place today
than twelve years ago. Now we must build on that success, so future generations
of North Carolinians can reach even greater heights. We must provide them with
the tools needed to determine their future, from a world class education, to finding
a good paying job in a career of their choice, or to the freedom and opportunity to
open their own businesses. All of the accolades we collect now aren’t guaranteed
in the future. Presently, we’re the best state in which to live, work, and do
business, but the wrong policy decisions could change that status at any moment.
In order to stay on top, we must continue to make the right decisions and do the
hard work to maintain and improve the opportunities that currently exist. We must
continue to keep regulations in check and roll back those that are unnecessary and
create impediments to growth and job creation. We must effectively address
critical infrastructure needs like roads, water and sewer, and broadband. We must
continue to demand world class educational opportunities for our students. We
have made incredible strides, but there is always more to be done. Parents across
North Carolina want a greater say in their child’s education. From being involved
and knowledgeable about curriculum to the opportunity to send their child to a
school that fits that child’s educational needs. Our schools must be focused on
serving students and parents. In previous sessions, legislators came together to
pass historic legislation to return students to in-person instruction and to address
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childhood literacy. We’re seeing some promising gains since we passed the
Excellent Public Schools Act of 2021 and implemented the Science of Reading in
our elementary school curriculum. We cannot be complacent simply because
we’re starting to see gains. There are still far too many students who are struggling
to read. We must renew and redouble efforts to improve reading outcomes for all
students. We must disabuse ourselves of the notion that more money alone buys
positive outcomes for students. Success in education policy is about more than
hitting some arbitrary funding goal. This isn’t a partisan issue. We must come
together to ensure that our students can read and have the opportunity for a quality
education. Without question, education is the great equalizer in a free society. We
fail in our most important task if we fail to recognize and act on that fact. We need
our K-12, community college, and university systems to work together to meet
the demands of a twenty-first century economy. As we begin to look at the issues
we must tackle in the upcoming biennium, one of those issues is expanding
Medicaid. I support expanding Medicaid. However, we must recognize that it is
not a silver bullet. North Carolinians are saddled with some of the highest health
care costs in the country. We need to eliminate regulatory red tape and other
bureaucratic barriers that impede access to care and unnecessarily increase
medical costs. I intend to work towards expanding Medicaid together with the
necessary regulatory changes to expand access to care. I hope you will join me.
North Carolinians deserve to feel safe in their communities. We will continue to
support law enforcement and uphold rights guaranteed by the second amendment.
It is our duty as elected officials to represent the people. We must come together,
no matter our party, to find solutions and follow through on those solutions. While
the voters returned a Republican supermajority to this chamber, endorsing the
conservative policies that have restored North Carolina as the leader in the
Southeast, I believe we can achieve a shared goal of moving North Carolina
forward. Despite any disagreements, we owe it to the people of this great state to
work tirelessly for them. I am optimistic about our state’s future just as I was
twelve years ago. To the people of North Carolina, thank you for trusting us to
serve you. May God bless this chamber, may God bless North Carolina, and may
God bless everyone here. Thank you.”

ADOPTION OF 2023 PERMANENT RULES

Senator Rabon submits a resolution for filing, introduction, and immediate
consideration. The resolution is presented to the Senate, read the first time, and
disposed of as follows:

S.R.1, A SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PERMANENT
RULES OF THE SENATE FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE 2023
GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The resolution is read a second time and placed before the Senate for adoption.

Upon motion of Senator Rabon, the resolution is adopted (50-0).

The text of Senate Resolution 1 is as follows:
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A SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE PERMANENT RULES OF
THE SENATE FOR THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE 2023 GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

Be it resolved by the Senate:
SECTION 1. The permanent rules for the Regular Session of the Senate shall
be as follows:
PERMANENT RULES OF
THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE SENATE
2023 GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA

1. Order of Business, Rules 1-7

1I. Conduct of Debate, Rules 8-17

III. Motions, Rules 18-24.1

IVv. Voting, Rules 25-30

V. Committees, Rules 31-37.2

VL Handling Bills, Rules 38-59.2

VIL Legislative Officers and Employees, Rules 60-65
VIII. General Rules, Rules 66-77.

I. ORDER OF BUSINESS

RULE 1. Rules controlling the Senate of North Carolina and its
committees. — The following rules shall govern and control all actions and
procedures of the Senate and its committees.

RULE 1.1. Emergencies. — In the event of a disaster, natural or otherwise,
that precludes the General Assembly from meeting in the Legislative Building,
the members will be notified by the President Pro Tempore where and when the
Senate will convene.

RULE 2. Convening hour. — (a) The Presiding Officer shall take the Chair
at the hour fixed by the Senate upon adjournment on the preceding legislative day
and shall call the members to order. In case the Senate adjourned on the preceding
legislative day without having fixed the hour of reconvening, the Senate shall
reconvene on the next legislative day at 2:00 P.M., except that if the next
legislative day is Monday, the time for reconvening shall be 7:00 P.M.

(b) At the hour fixed by the Senate upon adjournment on the
preceding legislative day, or at the hour to which the Senate has previously
recessed on that same legislative day, and upon direction from the President Pro
Tempore of the Senate or the Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations of
the Senate, the Principal Clerk of the Senate may convene the Senate for the
purpose of announcing to the Chamber that the Senate stands in recess until a
later, specified hour.

RULE 3. Opening the session. — The Presiding Officer shall, upon order
being obtained, have the sessions of the Senate opened with prayer.

RULE 4. Convening and presiding in absence of President. — In the
absence of the President, the President Pro Tempore or a Senator designated by
the President Pro Tempore shall convene or reconvene the Senate and preside,
and during such time shall be vested with all powers of the President of the Senate
except that of casting a vote in case of a tie when the President Pro Tempore or
the designated Presiding Officer has already voted on the question as a Senator.
In the event of the absence of the President and President Pro Tempore at any time
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fixed for the reconvening of the Senate, the Senate shall be called to order by a
member designated by the President Pro Tempore, or if no member is designated,
by the Deputy President Pro Tempore of the Senate. If no member has been
designated and the Deputy President Pro Tempore is also absent, the Senate shall
be called to order by the Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations of the
Senate, who shall designate some member to act as Presiding Officer. The
Principal Clerk of the Senate may convene the Senate for the purpose of notifying
the Chamber that the Senate stands in recess pursuant to Rule 2(b) of these Rules.

RULE 5. Quorum. — (a) A quorum consists of a majority of all the
qualified members of the Senate.

(b) When a lesser number than a quorum convenes, the
Senators present may send the Sergeant-at-Arms or any person, for any or all
absent Senators, as a majority of the Senators present determines.

RULE 6. Approval of Journal. — After the prayer, the Presiding Officer
shall cause the Journal of the preceding day to be read and approved, unless the
President Pro Tempore or, in the President Pro Tempore’s absence, the Deputy
President Pro Tempore of the Senate or some member of the Senate by motion
sustained by a majority of the members present, has the reading thereof dispensed
with and the same approved as written.

RULE 7. Order of business. — After approval of the Journal, the order of
business shall be as follows:

(1) Reports of standing committees.

(2) Reports of select committees.

(3) Introduction of bills, petitions, and resolutions.

(4) Messages from the House of Representatives.

(5) Veto messages from the Governor.

(6) Unfinished business of preceding day.

(7) Special orders.

(8) General orders:

a. Local bills in numerical order, Senate bills first:
1. Third reading roll call and electronic voting system votes.
2. Second reading roll call and electronic voting system votes.
3. Second reading viva voce.
4. Third reading viva voce.

b. Public bills in numerical order, Senate bills first:
1. Third reading roll call and electronic voting system votes.
2. Second reading roll call and electronic voting system votes.
3. Second reading viva voce.
4. Third reading viva voce.

(9) Moments of Personal Privilege, reading of Senatorial Statements, and
explanation of votes.
II. CONDUCT OF DEBATE

RULE 8. Presiding Officer to maintain order. — The Presiding Officer
shall have general direction of the Hall of the Senate and shall be authorized to
take such action as is necessary to maintain order, and in case of any disturbance
or disorderly conduct in the galleries or lobbies, the Presiding Officer shall have
the power to order those areas cleared.
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RULE 9. (Reserved for future use).

RULE 10. Points of order. — (a) The Presiding Officer shall preserve order
and decorum and proceed with the business of the Senate according to the rules
adopted. The Presiding Officer shall decide all questions of order, subject to an
appeal to the Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate,
whose decision may be appealed to the Senate by any member, on which appeal
no member shall speak more than once unless by leave of the Senate. A two-thirds
vote of the membership of the Senate present and voting is necessary to sustain
any appeal from the ruling of the Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations
of the Senate.

(b) In the event the Senate Rules do not provide for or cover
any point of order raised by any Senator, the rules of the United States House of
Representatives shall govern.

() When a Senator is called to order, that Senator shall take
the assigned seat until the Presiding Officer determines whether that Senator was
in order or not; if decided to be out of order, that Senator shall not proceed without
the permission of the Senate; and every question of order shall be decided by the
Presiding Officer, subject to an appeal to the Chair of the Committee on Rules
and Operations of the Senate, whose decision may be appealed to the Senate by
any Senator; and if a Senator is called to order for words spoken, the words to
which an exception is made shall be immediately preserved by the Principal Clerk,
so that the Presiding Officer, Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations of
the Senate, or Senate may be better able to judge the matter.

RULE 11. Debating and veoting by Lieutenant Governor. — The
Lieutenant Governor, as President of the Senate, being a Constitutional Officer,
shall not have the right to debate any question or to address the Senate upon any
proposition unless by permission of the majority of members present and shall
have the right to vote only when there is a tie vote upon any question or election.

RULE 12. Obtaining recognition. — (a) When any Senator is about to
speak in debate or deliver any matter to the Senate, that Senator shall rise and
respectfully address the Presiding Officer. No member shall speak further until
recognized by the Presiding Officer. The Presiding Officer shall recognize the
first to rise and, when two or more members rise at the same time, the Presiding
Officer shall name the member to speak, giving priority to the President Pro
Tempore, the Deputy President Pro Tempore, or the Chair of the Committee on
Rules and Operations of the Senate.

(b) A Senator who has the floor may yield the floor to another
Senator only for the purpose of allowing another Senator to state a question. Only
the Presiding Officer may award the floor to any Senator.

(©) A Senator who has obtained the floor may be interrupted
only for the following reasons:

(1) A request that the member speaking yield for a question;

(2) A point of order; or

(3) A parliamentary inquiry.

(d) When a Senator refers to a bill, the bill number and short
title must be used.

RULE 13. (Reserved for future use).
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RULE 14. Limitations on individual debate. — (a) No Senator shall speak
on the same reading more than twice on the main question, nor longer than 30
minutes for the first speech and 15 minutes for the second speech. No Senator
shall speak on the same reading more than once on any motion or appeal, and then
no longer than 10 minutes.

(b) With leave of the Senate, any member of the Senate may
address the Senate from the well of the Senate.

RULE 15. Senatorial Statements. — A Senatorial Statement may be
utilized by a Senator to recognize constituents and events of significance and
when a Resolution is not permitted under Rule 40.1. A Senatorial Statement may
not be used to explain a vote, debate a bill, or in any way disrupt the regular
business of the Senate. A Senatorial Statement shall be in writing and in a form
prescribed by the Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate.
A Senatorial Statement shall speak in the voice of the Senator submitting the
Statement, is not a statement by the Senate, and is not subject to a vote by the
Senate. A Senator may use a Moment of Personal Privilege under Rule 15.1 for a
time not to exceed three minutes to read some or all of a Senatorial Statement
provided the Presiding Officer determines the question raised in the Statement is
one of privilege. Upon motion supported by a majority present and voting, a
Senatorial Statement may be spread upon the Journal.

RULE 15.1. Moments of Personal Privilege. — (a) Upon recognition by
the Presiding Officer for that purpose, any Senator may speak for a time not
exceeding three minutes on a Moment of Personal Privilege.

(b) A Moment of Personal Privilege may not be used to explain
a vote, debate a bill, or in any way disrupt the regular business of the Senate, nor
shall such opportunities be used to solicit support or sponsors for any bill. The
Presiding Officer shall determine if the question raised is one of privilege and
shall, without the point of order being raised, enforce this rule, subject to an appeal
to the Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate whose
decision may be appealed to the Senate by any Senator, on which appeal no
member shall speak more than once unless by leave of the Senate. A two-thirds
vote of the membership of the Senate present and voting is necessary to sustain
any appeal from the ruling of the Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations
of the Senate.

RULE 15.2. Explanation of vote. — Any Senator may explain that
Senator’s vote on any bill that day by obtaining permission of the Presiding
Officer for that purpose. No more than three minutes shall be consumed in such
explanation.

RULE 16. Final orders of business. — Senatorial Statements, Moments of
Personal Privilege, and explanations of votes shall be the last orders of the
Senate’s business that day and explanations of votes shall be made after the final
vote has been taken.

RULE 17. General decorum. — (a) Male Senators and male visitors shall
not wear any head covering in the Senate Chamber while the Senate is in session,
unless his religion requires his head to be covered. All persons on the Senate floor
while the Senate is in session shall be dressed in business attire, including coat
and tie for men.
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(b) No derogatory remark reflecting personally upon any
Senator or Senators shall be in order upon the floor of the Senate unless preceded
by a motion or resolution of censure.

(c) When the Presiding Officer is putting a question, or a
division by counting is in progress, no Senator shall walk out of or across the
Chamber, nor when a Senator is speaking, pass between that Senator and the
Presiding Officer.

(d) When a motion to adjourn or for recess is affirmatively
determined, no member or officer shall leave that member or officer’s place until
adjournment or recess is declared by the Presiding Officer.

(e) Smoking shall not be allowed in the Senate Chamber.

® No remark soliciting the donation of funds for the support
of any person or organization shall be in order upon the floor of the Senate, unless
the remark has some relevance to a bill or resolution before the body. No article
of any kind soliciting business or donations may be placed by any person
anywhere in the Senate Chamber or in any Senate office.

(2) The President Pro Tempore may authorize and provide for
the broadcasting of Senate sessions via television or internet.
(h) Reading of newspapers, magazines, periodicals, or books

shall not be permitted while the Senate is in session. This rule does not prohibit
the use of electronic devices, the use of quotations during debate or for personal

privilege.
(1) The operation of electronic devices whose sound cannot be
muted is prohibited on the floor or in the gallery while the Senate is in session.
)] No member of the Senate shall place any item on another

Senator’s Chamber desk or in another Senator’s office unless the item
conspicuously displays the name of the Senator placing the item.

(k) No person other than the member, the member’s legislative
assistant, or the Principal Clerk’s office or staff under the direction of the Principal
Clerk shall place any matter on the member’s Chamber desk, then only materials
relevant to the business of the Senate, or as allowed under subsection (j) of this rule.

U] Neither food nor beverage shall be permitted in the galleries.

III. MOTIONS

RULE 18. Motions generally. — Any motion shall be reduced to writing,
if requested by the Presiding Officer or a Senator, and read by the Presiding
Officer or Reading Clerk before the same is debated. Any motion may be
withdrawn by the introducer at any time before decision or amendment. No
motion relating to a bill shall be in order which does not identify the bill by its
number and short title. Except as otherwise specifically provided in these rules,
no second is required.

RULE 19. Motion; order of precedence. — When a question is before the
Senate, no motion shall be received except those herein specified, which motions
shall have precedence as follows:

(1) To adjourn.

(2) To resolve into the Committee of the Whole Senate.

(3) To lay on the table.

(4) For the previous question.
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(5) To postpone indefinitely.

(6) To postpone to a certain day.

(7) To re-refer to a standing committee.

(8) To refer to a select committee.

(9) To amend.

RULE 20. Motions requiring a second. — The motions to adjourn, to
resolve into the Committee of the Whole Senate, to lay on the table, and to call
for the previous question shall be seconded and decided without debate.

RULE 21. Motions to postpone to certain day and to commit. — The
respective motions to postpone to a certain day, to resolve into the Committee of
the Whole Senate, or to commit to a standing or select committee shall preclude
debate on the main question.

RULE 22. Motion to substitute. — Subject to Rule 19, a member may offer
a motion to substitute to any motion, except the motions for the previous question,
to table, to resolve into the Committee of the Whole Senate, or to adjourn. No
motion to substitute shall be offered to a motion to substitute.

RULE 23. Motion for previous question. — (a) The previous question may
be moved upon a pending single motion, any pending amendment or amendments,
and/or the pending bill to its passage on that reading or all readings or the pending
resolution to its adoption. An authorized Senator moving the previous question
shall specify to what the motion applies. Unless specified, the motion shall be
deemed to apply to the current question.

(b) The previous question shall be as follows: “Shall the main
question be now put?” and until it is decided shall preclude all amendments and
debate. If this question is decided in the affirmative, the “main question” shall be
on the passage of the bill, resolution, or other matter under consideration; but
when amendments are pending, the question shall be taken upon such
amendments in their inverse order, without further debate or amendment.

(c) Only one of the following Senators may move the previous
question:

(1) The chair of the committee submitting the report on the bill or other

matter under consideration;

(2) The member introducing the bill or other matter under consideration;

(3) The member in charge of the measure, who shall be designated by the

chair of the committee reporting the same to the Senate at the time the
bill or other matter under consideration is reported to the Senate or
taken up for consideration;

(4) The Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate; or

(5) The President Pro Tempore.

RULE 24. Motion to reconsider. — (a) When a question has been once put
and decided, any Senator who voted in the majority may move to reconsider the
vote thereof. No motion for reconsideration shall be in order unless made on the
same day or on the next legislative day on which the vote took place. When the
next legislative day has by motion of the Senate been restricted as to matters which
may be considered, a motion to reconsider shall be in order on the next succeeding
day upon which regular business is conducted. No question shall be reconsidered
more than once.
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(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this rule, a motion to
reconsider is in order at any time if made by the Chair of the Committee on Rules
and Operations of the Senate or the President Pro Tempore for the sole purpose
of correcting grammatical errors in bills in the possession of the Senate.

(c) If a bill has gone out of the possession of the Senate and a
motion to reconsider under these rules is passed, the bill shall not be enrolled
unless it again passes third reading. The Principal Clerk shall notify the House of
Representatives and the Enrolling Clerk of any action under this subsection.

RULE 24.1. Motion to adjourn or stand in recess; standard
stipulations. — A motion to adjourn or stand in recess subject to the standard
stipulations shall constitute a motion to adjourn or stand in recess subject to
receipt and referral of committee reports, the introduction of bills, referral and
re-referral of bills, reading of Senatorial Statements, receipt of House messages,
ratification of bills, announcement of committee assignments, and messages from
the Governor.

IV. VOTING

RULE 25. Use of electronic voting system. — (a) Votes on the following
questions shall be taken on the electronic voting system, and the ayes and noes
shall be recorded on the Journal:

(1) All questions on which the Constitution of North Carolina requires that

the ayes and noes be taken and recorded on the Journal;

(2) All questions on which a call for the ayes and noes under Rule 26(b)

has been sustained;

(3) Second and third readings of bills proposing amendment of the

Constitution of North Carolina; and

(4) The vote on approval of a bill that was vetoed by the Governor.

(b) Votes on the following questions shall be taken on the
electronic voting system, and the resulting totals shall be recorded on the Journal:

(1) Second reading of all public bills, all amendments to public bills

offered after second reading, third reading if a public bill was amended
after second reading, and all conference reports on public bills.

(2) Any other question upon direction of the Presiding Officer or upon

motion of any Senator supported by one-fifth of the Senators present.

(©) When the electronic voting system is used, the Presiding
Officer shall fix and announce the time, not to exceed one minute, which shall be
allowed for voting on the question before the Senate. The system shall be set to
lock automatically and to record the vote when that time has expired. Once the
system has locked and recorded a vote, the vote shall be printed by the system.

(d) The voting station at each Senator’s desk in the Chamber
shall be used only by the Senator to whom the station is assigned. Under no
circumstances shall any other person vote at a Senator’s station. It is a breach of
the ethical obligation of a Senator either to request that another vote at the
requesting Senator’s station or to vote at another Senator’s station. The Presiding
Officer shall enforce this rule without exception.

(e) When the electronic voting system is used, the Presiding
Officer shall state the question and shall then state substantially the following:
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“All in favor vote ‘aye’; all opposed vote ‘no’; seconds will be allowed for
voting on this question; the Clerk will record the vote.” After the machine locks
and records the vote, the Presiding Officer shall announce the vote and declare
the result, and no member may vote thereafter.

® One copy of the machine printout of the vote record shall
be filed in the Office of the Principal Clerk, and one copy shall be filed in the
Legislative Library where it shall be open to public inspection.

(2) When the Presiding Officer ascertains that the electronic
voting system is inoperative before a vote is taken or while a vote is being taken
on the electronic system, the Presiding Officer shall announce that fact to the
Senate, and any partial electronic system voting record shall be voided. In such a
case, if the Constitution of North Carolina or the Rules of the Senate require a call
of the ayes and noes, the Clerk shall call the roll of the Senate, and the ayes and
noes shall be taken manually and shall be recorded on the Journal. All other votes
shall be taken as prescribed in Senate Rule 26. If, after a vote is taken on the
electronic system, it is discovered that a malfunction caused an error in the
electronic system printout, the Presiding Officer shall direct the Reading Clerk
and the Principal Clerk to verify and correct the printout record and so advise the
Senate.

(h) For the purpose of identifying motions on which the vote
is taken on the electronic system (the identification codes having no relation to
the order of precedence of motions), the motions are coded as follows:

(1) To lay on the table.

(2) To resolve into the Committee of the Whole Senate.

(3) For the previous question.

(4) To postpone indefinitely.

(5) To postpone to a day certain.

(6) To refer to a committee.

(7) To reconsider.

(8) To adopt.

(9) To concur.

(10)To take from the table.

(11)Miscellaneous.

RULE 26. Voice votes; call for division; call for ayes and noes. — (a)
When the electronic voting system is not used, all votes on which a call of the roll
of the Senate is not required shall be taken by voice vote. The question shall be
put as follows: “Those in favor say ‘aye,”” and, after the affirmative vote is
expressed, “Opposed ‘no’”; after which the Presiding Officer shall announce the
result. If a division on any vote is desired, it must be called for immediately before
the result of the voting is announced on any question, and, upon such call, the
Presiding Officer shall require the members to stand and be counted for and
against the proposition under consideration.

(b) The ayes and the noes may be called for on any question
before the vote is taken. If a Senator desires the ayes and noes recorded on the
Journal on a question, that Senator shall address the Presiding Officer and obtain
recognition and say, “Upon that question I call for the ayes and noes.” Whereupon
the Presiding Officer shall say, “Is the call sustained?” If one-fifth of the
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remaining Senators present then stand, the vote shall be taken on the electronic
voting system if it is operative, and the ayes and noes shall be recorded on the
Journal. If the electronic voting system is inoperative, the roll of the Senate shall
be called and the ayes and noes taken manually and recorded on the Journal. If
fewer than one-fifth of the Senators present stand to sustain the call, the Presiding
Officer shall announce, “An insufficient number up,” and a vote by electronic
voting or by voice, whichever is appropriate under the Rules of the Senate, shall
be taken.

RULE 27. (Reserved for future use).

RULE 28. Dividing question. — (a) If a bill is subject to division into
separate parts so that each part states a separate and distinct proposition capable
of standing alone, a Senator may move that the question be divided. The motion
shall:

(1) Be in writing,

(2) Be submitted to the Principal Clerk at the time the motion is made, and

(3) Clearly state how the question is to be divided.

Upon a majority vote of the Senators present and voting, the motion shall be
adopted.

(b) If the motion to divide the question is adopted, then there
shall be no further amendment or debate on any of the distinct propositions.
©) If the question is divided and any part thereof fails, then the

bill or resolution and any pending amendments shall be removed from the
calendar and re-referred to the committee from which the bill or resolution was
reported.

(d) Only one motion to divide the question shall be in order
during consideration of a bill or resolution.

RULE 29. Duty to vote; excuses. — (a) Every Senator who is within the
Senate Chamber when the question is stated by the Presiding Officer shall vote
thereon unless that Senator is excused by the Senate.

(b) A Senator who is a member of a committee shall, upon
request, be excused from deliberations and voting on the bill while it is before the
committee. The Senator must make the request to the chair of the committee when
the bill is first taken up for consideration and before any motion or vote on the bill
or any amendment to the bill. The Senator making the request for excuse in
committee must renew that request for excuse on the floor of the Senate as set
forth in this rule.

(©) Any Senator may move to be excused at any time from
voting on any matter. The Senator may make a brief statement of the reasons for
the motion which question shall be taken without debate on the motion.

(d) The Senator may send forward to the Principal Clerk, on a
form provided by the Clerk, a concise statement of the reason for the motion, and
the Clerk shall include this statement in the Journal.

(e) The Senator so excused shall not debate the bill or any
amendment to the bill, vote on the bill, offer or vote on any amendment to the bill,
or offer or vote on any motion concerning the bill at that reading, any subsequent
reading, or any subsequent consideration of the bill.
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) A Senator may move that the excuse of that Senator from
deliberations on a particular bill be withdrawn, which question shall be
determined without debate. The Senator shall send forward to the Principal Clerk,
on a form provided by the Clerk, the written request.

(2) A motion to be excused or for the withdrawal of an excuse
shall be taken without debate.
(h) A motion by any Senator to change that Senator’s vote

must be made in open session on the same legislative day as the vote is taken.
This subsection may not be suspended.
RULE 30. (Reserved for future use).
V. COMMITTEES
RULE 31. Appointment of committees. — The President Pro Tempore of
the Senate shall have the exclusive right and authority to appoint the membership
of all committees, including regular and select, and to appoint committee chairs
and vice-chairs and to establish select committees, but this does not exclude the
right of the Senate by resolution to establish select committees. Upon the
recommendation of the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate, the
Senate may alter the name, number, and composition of the standing committees
by a majority vote of the Senators present and voting.
RULE 32. List of standing/select committees. — The standing committees
shall be:
Agriculture, Energy, and Environment
Appropriations/Base Budget
Appropriations on Department of Transportation
Appropriations on Education/Higher Education
Appropriations on General Government and Information Technology
Appropriations on Health and Human Services
Appropriations on Justice and Public Safety
Appropriations on Agriculture, Natural, and Economic Resources
Commerce and Insurance
Committee of the Whole Senate
Education/Higher Education
Finance
Health Care
Judiciary
Pensions and Retirement and Aging
Redistricting and Elections
Rules and Operations of the Senate
State and Local Government
Transportation
RULE 33. Notice of committee meetings. — (a) Public notice of all
committee meetings shall be given in the Senate. The required notice may be
waived as to any meeting by the attendance at that meeting of all of the members
of the committee or by personal waiver.
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(b) The chair of the committee shall notify or cause to be
notified the sponsor of each bill that is set for hearing or consideration before the
committee as to the date, time, and place of that meeting.

(c) The published calendar shall reflect those committee
notices received in the Office of the Principal Clerk prior to 3:30 P.M. or as
announced in the daily session.

RULE 34. Membership of committees; quorum. — (a) Membership on
standing committees shall consist of no fewer than five Senators, including the
chairs and vice-chairs and ranking minority members.

The President Pro Tempore shall have the exclusive right and authority to
determine the total number of members and the number of members of each
political party of each committee. No Senator shall hold membership on more
than 12 standing committees unless the Committee on Rules and Operations of
the Senate provides otherwise.

A quorum of the Appropriations/Base Budget and Finance Committees
shall consist of a majority of the committee. A quorum of any other committee
shall consist of either the chair and five members or a majority of the committee,
whichever is fewer.

(b) The President Pro Tempore and the Deputy President Pro
Tempore may serve as voting ex officio members of each Senate committee and
subcommittee.

(©) The Vice-Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations
of the Senate may exercise any authority given to the Chair of the Committee on
Rules and Operations of the Senate under these rules in the absence of, or at the
direction of, the Chair.

RULE 35. Roll call vote in committee. — No roll call vote may be taken
in any committee. The committee chair may vote in committee.

RULE 36. Standing committee and standing subcommittee meetings. —
No committee or subcommittee shall hold a secret meeting. All meetings of
committees and subcommittees shall be open to the public, except as provided in
G.S. 143-318.14A(e). In no event shall final action be taken by any committee or
subcommittee except in open session.

RULE 36.1. Committee minutes to Legislative Library. — The chair of a
committee shall ensure that minutes, in a format and medium approved by the
Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate, are compiled for
each of the committee’s meetings. The minutes shall indicate the number of
members present and the actions taken by the committee at the meeting. Not later
than 30 days after the adjournment of each session of the General Assembly, the
chair shall deliver the minutes to the Legislative Library. The President Pro
Tempore of the Senate may grant a reasonable extension of time for filing said
minutes upon application of the committee chair.

RULE 37. Committee of the Whole Senate. — Notwithstanding the
provisions of Rules 33, 34, and 35, the Senate may resolve into the Committee of
the Whole Senate by motion. When such a motion is seconded, the President shall
put the question without debate: “Shall the Senate resolve itself into the
Committee of the Whole Senate for consideration of ?”’, stating the
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matter or matters identified by the Chair of the Committee on Rules and
Operations of the Senate to be considered. Only the President Pro Tempore, the
Deputy President Pro Tempore, or the Chair of the Committee on Rules and
Operations of the Senate may move to resolve into the Committee of the Whole
Senate. The Committee of the Whole Senate shall convene in the Senate
Chambers and shall utilize electronic voting. Unless otherwise stated, the Rules
and Operations of the Senate apply to the Committee of the Whole Senate and the
Principal Clerk of the Senate shall be the Committee Assistant, but shall not
record committee activity on the Journal. The Chair shall be the President Pro
Tempore of the Senate or his designee.

RULE 37.1. Membership, quorum, and voting. — Every Senator shall be
a member of the Committee of the Whole Senate. A quorum of a Committee of
the Whole Senate is 26 members.

RULE 37.2. Committee substitutes; report of the Committee of the
Whole Senate; adjournment. — (a) The committee of the Whole Senate shall not
consider committee substitutes.

(b) The Chair may entertain a motion that the Committee
adjourn after the Chair has announced that the Committee has finished the
business for which it was convened.

(c) The Chair of the Committee of the Whole Senate shall
report the bill to the Senate immediately following the adjournment of the
Committee, including any amendments that were adopted in the Committee.

(d) The Chair shall announce the adjournment of the
Committee of the Whole Senate and the members shall adjourn and, if the
Committee was resolved out of an unadjourned session, the Senate shall resume
session.

VI. HANDLING BILLS

RULE 38. Application of rules. — All provisions of these rules applying
to bills, including, but not limited to, provisions governing the introduction,
eligibility, and filing of bills, shall apply also to resolutions and petitions.

RULE 39. Form of bills. — (a) Unless variation is authorized by the
Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate, bills submitted for introduction
shall be in a computer-generated form prepared by the Legislative Services Office
and approved by the Committee on Rules and Operations of the Senate.

(b) Whenever a bill is filed, it shall be submitted to the
Principal Clerk in the form of a Senate e-jacket.

RULE 39.1. Public and local bills; limitation on local bills becoming
public bills. — (a) A public bill is a bill affecting 15 or more counties. A local bill
is one affecting fewer than 15 counties. No bill may be considered unless the bill
has been made available to the entire membership of the Senate.

(b) A local bill that has become a public bill shall not be
considered in the Senate unless one of the following applies:

(1) The North Carolina Constitution prescribes that the bill as filed must

be a public bill because of its subject matter.

(2) The bill became a public bill because counties were added, but the bill

relates to the subject matter contained in the original bill.
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RULE 40. Introduction of bills. — (a) Pursuant to G.S. 120-11.1, on
January 11, 2023, a simple resolution to establish the Senate Permanent Rules,
and a joint resolution to adjourn to January 25, 2023, may be filed. No other bills
are eligible to be filed on January 11, 2023.

(al) Every bill filed for introduction shall contain on the Senate
e-jacket the title of the document and the name of the Senator or Senators
sponsoring it. No more than three Senators may be listed as primary sponsors. The
Senator whose name appears first shall deliver the Senate e-jacket to the Office
of the Principal Clerk either physically or electronically using the member’s
electronic dashboard. Subject to any authorization prescribed by the Principal
Clerk, a member’s legislative assistant may deliver a Senate e-jacket by any
method allowed under this rule.

(a2) The Senate Principal Clerk shall receive bills for
introduction during regular session according to the following schedule:

Monday until 30 minutes after adjournment; and

Any other day the Senate holds a session until 4:00 P.M.

(a3) All bills shall be numbered by the Office of the Principal
Clerk when filed and shall be considered introduced when presented to the Senate
on the next legislative day for the first reading. When a bill is presented with more
than one primary sponsor, the Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations
of the Senate shall designate, as bill manager, one of the primary sponsors.
Senators may only cosponsor legislation electronically.

(b) Any Senator who wishes to cosponsor a bill or resolution
that has been filed may do so no later than 5:00 P.M. on the next legislative day
after the adjournment of the session during which the bill or resolution was first
read and referred, but only electronically under procedures approved by the
Principal Clerk.

(c) No member may introduce a public bill that has no
substantive provisions. A member may introduce one local bill that contains no
substantive provisions in an odd-numbered year. A member may introduce one
local bill that contains no substantive provisions in an even-numbered year if the
bill is otherwise eligible and either (i) the member did not introduce such a bill
during the previous year or (ii) the member did introduce such a bill during the
previous year but no substantive provisions were added.

RULE 40.1. Limitations on certain resolutions. — (a) A Senator may file
a resolution that memorializes, celebrates, commends, or commemorates a
deceased former member of the General Assembly.

(b) Resolutions of this nature that do not relate to deceased
former members shall be excluded from introduction and consideration by the
Senate. Senators shall instead utilize Senatorial Statements to recognize other
individuals or events of significance.

() The Chair of the Committee on Rules and Operations of
the Senate may refer any such resolution to a committee or place the resolution
on the Senate’s calendar for a date certain.
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(d) During the Senate’s consideration of a resolution relating
to a deceased member, the Presiding Officer shall order the Chamber secured by
the Sergeant-at-Arms so as to prevent the entry or exit of any person.

RULE 40.2. Deadlines on filing for introduction of bills. — (a) All local
bills must be submitted to either the Legislative Drafting Division or the
Legislative Analysis Division of the Legislative Services Office by 4:00 P.M. on
Thursday, February 23, 2023, and must be filed for introduction in the Senate
before 4:00 P.M. on Thursday, March 9, 2023.

(b) All public bills and resolutions, except those listed in
subsection (bl) of this rule, must be submitted to either the Legislative Drafting
Division or the Legislative Analysis Division of the Legislative Services Office
by 4:00 P.M. on Thursday, March 9, 2023, and must be filed for introduction in
the Senate before 4:00 P.M. on Tuesday, April 4, 2023.

(b1) The following bills are not subject to subsection (b) of this
rule: (i) those providing for action on gubernatorial nominations or appointments,
(i1) those providing for action on appointments by the General Assembly pursuant
to G.S.120-121, (iii) those proposing amendments to the North Carolina
Constitution, (iv) those containing statutory amendments necessary to implement
proposed amendments to the North Carolina Constitution, (v) those establishing
districts for Congress or State or local entities, (vi) those addressing election laws,
(vii) those ratifying amendments to the United States Constitution, and (viii) those
adjourning the General Assembly.

(c) A two-thirds vote of the membership of the Senate present
and voting shall be required to file for introduction any bill or resolution after the
dates established by this rule.

(d) Bills that are subject to Rule 42 of these rules and local bills
may be filed in any regular session that convenes in an even-numbered year.

RULE 41. Crossover bill deadline; exemptions. — (a) In order to be
eligible for consideration by the Senate during the 2023 or 2024 Regular Session
of the 2023 General Assembly, all House bills other than those described in
subsection (b) of this Rule must be received and read on the floor of the Senate as
a message from the House no later than Thursday, May 4, 2023, provided that a
message from the House received by the next legislative day stating that a bill has
passed its third reading and is being engrossed shall comply with the requirements
of this rule and provided that the House accepts Senate bills ordered engrossed on
the next legislative day.

(b) The following bills are not subject to subsection (a) of this
rule: (i) those required to be referred to the Committee on Finance or the
Committee on Appropriations/Base Budget by Rule 42, (ii) those providing for
action on gubernatorial nominations or appointments, (iii) those providing for
action on appointments by the General Assembly pursuant to G.S. 120-121, (iv)
those providing for amendments to the North Carolina Constitution, (v) those
containing statutory amendments necessary to implement proposed amendments
to the North Carolina Constitution, (vi) those establishing districts for Congress
or State or local entities, (vii) those addressing election laws, (viii) those ratifying
an amendment or amendments to the Constitution of the United States, and (ix)
those adjourning the General Assembly.
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RULE 41.1. Effect of adjournment resolution. — Rules 40.2 and 41 are
subject to and may be modified by a resolution jointly adjourning both chambers
to a date certain.

RULE 42. Reference of appropriation and finance bills. — (a) All bills
introduced in the Senate providing for appropriations from the State, or any
subdivision thereof, shall, before being considered by the Senate, be referred to
the Committee on Appropriations/Base Budget and bills referred to other
committees carrying any such provisions shall be reported to the Senate as being
bills to be referred to the Appropriations/Base Budget Committee before proper
action may be taken by the Senate.

(b) All bills introduced in the Senate providing for bond issues,
imposing or raising fees or other revenues payable to the State, its agencies, its
licensing boards, or any of its subdivisions, levying taxes, or in any manner
affecting the taxing power of the State or any subdivision thereof, shall, before
being considered by the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Finance, and bills
referred to other committees carrying any such provisions shall be reported to the
Senate as being bills to be referred to the Committee on Finance before proper
action may be taken by the Senate.

(c) This rule shall not apply to bills imposing civil penalties,
criminal fines, forfeitures, or penalties for infractions.

RULE 42.1. Fiscal notes. — (a) A Chair of the Appropriations/Base Budget
Committee, or of the Finance Committee, or of the Committee on Rules and
Operations of the Senate, upon the floor of the Senate, may request that a fiscal
analysis be made of a bill, resolution, or an amendment to a bill or resolution
which is in the possession of the Senate and that a fiscal note be attached to the
measure, when in the opinion of that Chair the fiscal effects of that measure are
not apparent from the language of the measure. No bill, resolution, or amendment
for which a fiscal note has been requested may be considered for passage prior to
the fiscal note being attached to it.

(b) The fiscal note shall be filed and attached to the bill,
resolution, or amendment within two legislative days of the request. If it is
impossible to prepare a fiscal note within two legislative days, the Director of
Fiscal Research shall, in writing, so advise the Presiding Officer, the Principal
Clerk, and the member introducing or proposing the measure and shall indicate
the time when the fiscal note will be ready.

() The fiscal note shall be prepared by the Fiscal Research
Division on a form approved by the Chair 