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Agenda
• Brief timeline of NC 

and Revolutionary 
War

• Organization of 
commemoration

• DNCR goals and 
themes for 
commemoration

• Current 
plans/resources

• Resources previously 
appropriated



Additional timeline resource:  https://amrevnc.com/timeline-american-revolution-nc/

DNCR map reflecting campaigns in NC



https://America250.org



NC Department of Natural and Cultural Resources



https://www.America250.nc.gov



Statewide coordination 
by DNCR

• Quarterly statewide 
stakeholder meeting

• Newsletter

• https://www.america
250.nc.gov/

• Outreach to local 
planning committees

• Outreach to other 
state commissions 
and stakeholders



NC’s 
Commemoration
• Multi-year
• Statewide
• Open to all
• Reflecting all 

250 years of our 
nation’s history

• Provide a legacy 
for the state 



Revolutionary NC  
historical events of the Revolution 

and NC as an incubator for 
revolutions in thought, history and 

technology

When Are We US? 

exploration of the concepts of 
freedom, civic responsibility, 
overcoming challenges, and 

leaning into the ideals 
of democracy

Thematic Frameworks



Visions of Freedom

The American Revolution was the 
beginning of a continual journey 
for North Carolinians to seek true 
freedom.



A Gathering of Voices

North Carolina’s many voices inspire 
future generations to create and lead.



Common Ground
Places carry our stories of struggle, creation, 
and connection to one another.



Commemoration 
Products
• Online resources
• Educational 

outreach
• Events and 

programs
• Waysides
• Community 

resources



Online resources to include videos, exhibits, 
digital collections, podcasts



Educational Outreach
• Curriculum materials and 

teacher training
• Freedom Fellows
• Docs Box program
• Tar Heel Junior Historian 

special issues
• Classroom posters
• Ongoing Fight for Freedom
• Children’s books with NC 

stories



2024 Freedom Fellows
February 10, 2024





Program resources 
include:

• Special Symphony 
concerts

• Special programs 
across the Office of 
Archives and 
History 

• Linking our natural 
resources to 
historical 
landscapes and 
events



Wayside program and 
historic preservation 
research



Community resources include:
•  traveling exhibits (both non-

artifact based and “One Day 
Wonders” from the State 
Archives)

• print-on-demand exhibits
• program toolkit and workshop
•  branding guide
• Activity kits for children (for 

use in libraries, sites, 
museums, parks)

• statewide events calendar



Print-on-Demand Exhibits Page                         
https://www.america250.nc.gov/print-demand-
exhibits



https://mosaicnc.org/revolutionary-pensions



State Historical Records Advisory 
Board resources:
•  Community Collecting &  

Storytelling workshops
• Sessions on State Archives’ 

YouTube channel
• Recorded workshop sessions, 

including:
• Community storytelling
• Community scanning 

events
• Digital storytelling
• Oral histories



Marketing and Social Media
• Statewide calendar of 

events
• Branding guide and tool kit
• America 250 NC 

newsletter
• Flickr
• America 250 NC socials

• Facebook
• Instagram



Appropriated Resources
• FY 22-23

• 1 research historian and travel 
($92,237 R)

• $200,000 NR for program support
• FY23-24

• 4 position and support-temp 
($375,000 NR)

• $2.1 million for local grants
• Grants

• National America 250 grant 
($10,000)

• NPS grant Brunswick Town 
($500,000)

• NPS grant House in the Horseshoe 
($500,000)

• NPS study grant for Race to Dan 
($129,400)

• Federal earmark for Docs Box 
program ($142,000 fy23-24)



S.L. 2023-134 page 405   

AMERICA'S 250TH LOCAL GRANTS 

SECTION 14.9.(a)  Funds appropriated in this act to the Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (the Department) for 

America's 250th Local Grants shall be used for a grant program to facilitate participation in America's 250th anniversary 

activities, as set forth in this section. 

SECTION 14.9.(b)  The Department shall use up to one million dollars ($1,000,000) in fiscal year 2023-2024 for grants of ten 

thousand dollars ($10,000) each to county governments whose county commissioners have adopted a resolution creating a 

commemoration committee or otherwise designated a group to ensure North Carolina's commemoration of the 

semiquincentennial occurs in their county. Any funds allocated under this subsection but not spent or encumbered by June 30, 

2024, may be reallocated by the Department for grants under subsection (c) of this section and shall be in addition to the 

allocations made in that subsection. 

SECTION 14.9.(c)  The Department shall use five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) in fiscal year 2023-2024 and six hundred 

thousand dollars ($600,000) in fiscal year 2024-2025 to provide matching grants to local governments and nonprofits for 

commemoration activities, including Revolutionary War research, development of educational resources, wayside installation, 

and event needs. The Department may consider county tier designations under G.S. 143B-437.08, for the county in which the 

project is located, in determining match amounts awarded under this subsection. 

SECTION 14.9.(d)  The Department may use up to five percent (5%) of the funds allocated by this section to administer the 

grant program and provide technical assistance to counties.

Local Grant Program



Grants-
https://www.america250.nc.gov/grants

• One per official county America 250 
committee (county grants only)

• Match may be required
• Grant activities include:

• Strategic plan and report
• Public art or mural
• Wayside
• Local marker
• Exhibit (online or in-person)
• Research for A250 program
• Printed resource for A250 program
• Selected A250 event expenses
• Local field trip support
• A250 related tours
• Student competitions
• America 250 aligned curriculum 

resource
• Oral history program



America 250 NC Local Grants-First Cycle
• Counties

• 22 awarded grants
• $220,000
• 3 additional applications recently 

reviewed
• Projects included events, online 

exhibit, waysides, strategic planning 
for county committee, website and 
promotions, student contest)

• Non-profits/Local Governments
• 71 applications 
• $1,387,248 total requested
• 50 awarded grants
• $882,251 total awarded
• 20 counties
• Projects included events, field trips, 

exhibits, public art (statues and 
murals), teacher education, 
classroom resources, DAR projects)



Potential Collaborative 
Activities Among States
• Keep America Beautiful
• Two lights (April 2026)
• Commemorate founding of 

armed services branches
• Naturalization ceremonies

• America 250 Foundation
• America Gives
• Our American Story
• America Innovates
• America Waves
• Time Capsule

• PBS and The American Revolution



Questions?
• america250.nc.gov
• america250nc@dncr.nc.gov
• Sarah Koonts  
Sarah.Koonts@dncr.nc.gov
919-814-6876

mailto:america250nc@dncr.nc.gov
mailto:Sarah.Koonts@dncr.nc.gov
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